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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Sangareddy

T
welve people were
killed and 34 others
suffered injuries in a
blast in a pharma plant

in Telangana’s Sangareddy dis-
trict, about 50 km away from
Hyderabad, on Monday.

About 90 people were work-
ing at around 9.30 am in the
plant of Sigachi Industries at
Pashamylaram when the
tragedy occurred, state Health
Minister C Damodar
Rajanarasimha, who visited
the accident site along with
Labour Minister G Vivek
Venkatswamy, said. The cause
of the mishap would be known
after examination by the tech-
nical experts, he added.

Venkatswamy said 12 of the
34 injured people were critical
and put on ventilator support
in the hospitals. 

Because of the burns, their
respiratory system was under

stress, he said.
The Government is hopeful

that the remaining 22 people
who received burns recover
soon, he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi expressed grief over the
fire tragedy and conveyed con-
dolences to those who lost
their loved ones in the incident.
He wished an early recovery to
the injured.

In a post on X, he
announced an ex-gratia of 
`2 lakh from the Prime
Minister’s National Relief Fund
for the next of kin of the
deceased and `50,000 for the
injured.

Chief Minister A Revanth

Reddy expressed anguish over
the incident and directed offi-
cials to take all steps to save the
trapped workers and provide
them advanced medical care,
an official release said.

The company said it deeply
mourns the loss of lives and
extends heartfelt condolences
to the families of the deceased.
The firm is extending all pos-
sible support to those affected,
it added.Y Nagi Reddy,
Director General of the
Telangana State Disaster
Response and Fire Services,
said a blast was being suspect-
ed in the drying unit 
of a plant.

“Industrial experts are say-
ing that during the drying
process, or a handling process
the pressure could have built
up followed by the blasting 
of the material which led to
the blasting of the entire han-
dling unit as well as the indus-
trial building,” Reddy 
told reporters.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

P
akistan, China, and
Bangladesh are develop-
ing a proposal for a new

regional organisation, which
seems to be planning to replace
the now-defunct South Asian
Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

Quoting diplomatic sources
familiar with the development,
talks between Islamabad and
Beijing are now at an advanced
stage as both sides are con-
vinced that a new organisation
is essential for regional integra-
tion and connectivity.

This new organisation could
potentially replace the region-
al bloc SAARC, which com-
prises India, Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, Bhutan, the
Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan 

and Sri Lanka.
A recent trilateral meeting

between Pakistan, China and
Bangladesh in Kunming,
China, was part of those diplo-
matic manoeuvres, they said,
adding that its goal was to invite

other South Asian countries,
which were part of SAARC, to
join the new grouping.
However, Bangladesh’s interim
government had dismissed the
idea of any emerging alliance
between Dhaka, Beijing and

Islamabad, saying the meeting
was not “political”.

“We are not forming any
alliance,” foreign affairs advis-
er M Touhid Hossain had said.
According to sources, India
would be invited to the new
proposed forum, while coun-
tries like Sri Lanka, Maldives,
and Afghanistan are expected
to be part of the grouping.

The main purpose of the
new organisation is to seek
greater regional engagement
through enhanced trade 
and connectivity, the newspa-
per said.

It added that if the proposal
is materialised, it would replace
the SAARC, which has been
suspended for a long time due
to the India-Pakistan conflict.
Its biennial summits have not
taken place since the last one in
Kathmandu in 2014.

Factory blast kills 12
in Telangana, 34 hurt

Emergency services personnel at the site after an explosion at a pharma plant, at Pashamylaram, in Sangareddy
district, Telangana, Monday PTI

In a post on X, the PM
announced an ex-
gratia compensation
from the PMNRF for
the next of kin of the
deceased and injured

China plots SAARC alternative with Pakistan

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

S
tage is set for selection
of new national presi-
dent of BJP, as on

Monday the ruling party
has announced two more
State Presidents and is
expected to announce in
four more States. The BJP’s
constitution requires the
election of its presidents in
at least 19 out of its 37
organisational States before
the process to elect its
national president begins,
and the ruling party is set
to cross the threshold 
on Tuesday. 

The BJP has now new
state presidents, including

some who were re-elected,
in 16 States. 

BJP president JP Nadda,
who is also a Cabinet
Minister, is continuing on
several extensions. Many
names are cropped up in
the political circles for the
new president. 

Names of  Ministers
Shivraj Chouhan, Nitin
Gadkari,  Manohal Lal
K hatt ar,  Bhup endra
Yadav,  Dhar mendra
Pradhan are  doing 
the rounds as new BJP
president.

VP Ramalingam and K
Beichhua were elected BJP
presidents of Puducherry
and Mizoram respectively
on Monday. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n New Delhi

A
mid protests by
Opposition parties, the
Election Commission of

India (ECI) on Monday
uploaded Bihar’s 2003 electoral
rolls to its official website. 

The EC clarified that those
already enrolled in the 2003
electoral rolls or born to such
electors - will not be required to
submit any parental documents
during the ongoing special
intensive revision (SIR) of elec-
toral rolls.

The move is expected to sig-
nificantly ease the ongoing
Special Intensive Revision (SIR)
exercise, as nearly 60 per cent of
voters will no longer need to

submit supporting documents.
The poll body clarified those
individuals whose names appear
in the 2003 rolls only need 
to verify their details and 
submit the completed
Enumeration Form.

As per paragraph 5 of the
ECI’s instructions dated June 24
2025, Chief Electoral Officers
(CEOs), District Electoral
Officers (DEOs), and Electoral
Registration Officers (EROs)
are to make the 2003 electoral
rolls available to all Booth 
Level Officers (BLOs) in 
hard copy and online for easy
access. 

These can now be used as
documentary proof during
the submission of
Enumeration Forms.

Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Sun Weidong, Bangladeshi Acting Foreign
Secretary Ruhul Alam Siddique and Additional Foreign Secretary of
Pakistan Imran Ahmed Siddiqui at their first trilateral meeting at the official
level in China’s Kunming last week. FILE PHOTO

Rail fares hiked after
announcement
The railway ministry issued a
circular on Monday, increasing
the fares of the non-air-
conditioned class in mail and
express trains by one paisa and
all air-conditioned classes by 2
paise per kilometre from July 1.
Ministry officials had on June 24
hinted at the proposed fare
revision. However, the official
circular with the fare table
according to trains and class
categories was only released 
on Monday. 

Delhi to deny fuel to
overage vehicles 
Petrol pumps across Delhi will no
longer provide fuel to end-of-life
vehicles starting July 1 under the
directions of Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM),
with the Transport Department
along with the Delhi Police and
traffic personnel putting in place
a detailed enforcement strategy
to ensure strict compliance. In a
major step to curb vehicular
pollution, authorities are gearing
up for strict enforcement from
Tuesday.

New BJP party
president soon

ECI uploads Bihar
poll data online

BMC Addl Commissioner assaulted during grievance hearing Trinity enters Gundicha Temple

Puri stampede: OHRC issues notice to DM, SPTender row clouds Nalco's new bauxite mining project

3 persons
including
Corporator Jiban
Rout arrested
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����  Bhubaneswar

Chaos unfolded at the
Bhubaneswar Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC) office on
Monday after Additional
Commissioner Ratnakar Sahu
was allegedly assaulted by a
group of individuals during a
public grievance hearing,
prompting a strong protest by
the civic body’s employees and
a police investigation.

According to Sahu, the inci-
dent occurred when five to six
individuals, including BMC
Corporator Jiban Rout,
barged into his office chamber
while he was hearing public
grievances. “The corporator
accused me of misbehaving
with a person named Jaga Bhai.

When I denied the allegation,
the group abused and man-
handled me. They dragged me
out of my office and tried to
forcefully take me away in a ve-
hicle,” Sahu said.

The assault triggered an im-
mediate response from BMC
staffs, who launched a cease-

work protest demanding strict
action against those respon-
sible.

Mayor Sulochana Das also
condemned the incident, term-
ing it “shameful and unaccept-
able”, and urged police to take
swift action.

BJD president Naveen
Patnaik strongly condemned
the brutal assault on Sahu and
demanded exemplary action
from the Chief Minister.

Following the incident, the
Kharavela Nagar police
reached the BMC office and ini-
tiated a probe. CCTV footage
from within and around the
office was being reviewed to

identify the accused.
Police have so far arrested

three individuals, Jiban Rout,
Rashmi Mahapatra and
Debashis Pradhan. They will be
forwarded to court under the
sections of law as mentioned in
the FIR. Further investigation
is ongoing, and efforts are be-
ing made to ascertain the in-
volvement of other individuals
in the incident, DCP Jagmohan
Meena said. The situation at
BMC remains tense with em-
ployees demanding assurances
of workplace safety and strict
enforcement of law and order
within government institu-
tions.

PNS    �����  Bhubaneswar

The National Aluminium
Company Limited (Nalco)
has found itself at the centre
of a controversy over alleged
irregularities in its tendering
process for a new bauxite min-
ing project in Odisha.

In recent months, the com-
pany has come under scrutiny
for alleged favouritism in its
tendering procedures. Accord-
ing to reliable sources, the is-
sue surfaced during the tender-
ing process for coalmine opera-
tions in Angul, which report-
edly attracted the attention of
the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation (CBI) for suspected
manipulations aimed at
favouring a particular party.

Fresh concerns have now
emerged regarding an upcom-
ing tender for development and
operation of a bauxite mine at
Potangi in Koraput district

adjacent to Nalco's existing
Panchpatmalli facility. Sources
allege that tender conditions
are being tweaked to ensure a
limited and possibly manipu-
lated bidding process, poten-
tially culminating in a single
eligible tender, a practice re-
portedly seen in recent
projects.

Initially, an internal commit-
tee and consultant KPMG had
recommended that bidders for
the Potangi contract should
have experience in operating a
mining project for at least 10
years. This criterion would
have ensured a competitive and
transparent bidding process.
However, it is now learnt that
the eligibility requirement is
being raised to 15 years, a move
likely to disqualify several
competent firms with experi-
ence between 10 to 14 years.

Industry insiders warn that
such restrictive criteria could

reduce the number of qualified
bidders, creating scope for ma-
nipulation and inflated con-
tract rates, ultimately affecting
Nalco's competitiveness
against private sector players
operating similar bauxite re-
serves in Odisha.

Experts suggest that retain-
ing the 10-year operational
experience requirement,
coupled with a minimum han-
dling capacity of 3 million
tonnes per annum (MTPA),
would attract more experi-
enced and capable bidders,
fostering transparency, fair-
ness and accountability as per
Central Vigilance Commis-
sion (CVC) norms.

Stakeholders hope that the
Nalco will uphold its legacy of
fair practices and contribute
meaningfully to Odisha's in-
dustrial growth as it marches
towards completing 50 years
of service in the State.

Thousands take
glimpse of Lords
on Adapa
Mandap; partake
in Adapa Abadha
SAROJ K MISHRA    �����  Puri

The holy siblings, Lord
Jagannath and His elder
brother Lord Balabhadra and
sister Devi Subhadra offered
Darshan to devotees from
Monday morning after the
trio was enthroned on the
Adapa Mandap on Sunday
night.

 In a ceremonial procession,
the Trinity had entered the
aunt's house, the Gundicha

Temple, through Goti
Pahandi, one after another,
from their respective chariots
which had been parked at
Saradhabali.

 Thousands of devotees en-
tering the Gundicha Temple in
a queue made a Darshan of the
deities on the Adapa Mandap,
which began at 6.40 am on
Monday amidst elaborate se-
curity arrangements. The ad-
ministration has formed two
separate queues, one for ticket
holders and the other for the
general public. Devotees have
also received Adapa Abhada,
the rice offerings prepared in
the kitchen of the Gundicha
Temple.

 As it was the first day in the
Gundicha Temple, heavy rush

was witnessed at food stalls to
purchase Adapa Abhada.
Adapa Abhada has special sig-
nificance for devotees linked
with emotion.

 After Sunday's stampede,
which claimed three lives and
left 50 injured, police have in-
stalled a number of barricades
at Saradhabali to make the
entry of pilgrims smooth and
hassle-free. To avoid rush in
the city, entry of three and four
wheelers to the city from the
national highway has been
completely restricted. Simi-
larly, police are not permitting
bikes and auto rickshaws to
the Grand Road from streets
in the city, which usually cause
rush and road jam through-
out the year.

4 govt officials convicted in a day for graft
PNS    �����  Cuttack

As many as four government function-
aries were convicted in separate incidents
by Vigilance courts on Monday for taking
bribes and corruption.

In the first incident, the Special Judge,
Vigilance, Angul convicted Babilata
Behera, former Supply Inspector, Kaniha
block in Angul district in a trap case and
awarded her four years rigorous impris-
onment (RI). The court also asked her to
pay a fine.

Behera was caught by Vigilance while
taking a bribe of Rs 43,000 from a sub
wholesaler of K Oil in order to sign the
utilisation certificate of K Oil distribution
and to issue the release order in his favour.
The agency would now move the compe-
tent authority for dismissal of Behera from
service following her conviction.

In another case,  Ambuja Devi, former
Supervisor, ICDS, Bargarh (Urban)  who
was charge-sheeted by Vigilance for de-

manding and taking bribe from a newly
appointed Anganwadi Worker, was con-
victed by Special Judge, Vigilance, Bargarh
and sentenced to undergo rigorous im-
prisonment for a period of  two years and
to pay fine.

In another case,  Surendra Mohan Naik,
former Assistant Fisheries Officer,
Kaptipada block, in Mayurbhanj  district
and  Raghunath Kar, former Assistant
Fisheries Officer, office of District Fisher-
ies Officer, Mayurbhanj, were convicted
by Special Judge, Vigilance, Baripada and
sentenced each to undergo RI for a period
of  three years and pay a fine of Rs 50,000.

The duo was charge-sheeted by the
agency for misappropriation of govern-
ment money by forging signature of ben-
eficiaries and showing payment to them
under the 'Multipurpose Farm Pond
Scheme,' The Vigilance would now move
the competent authority for stoppage of
pension of Naik and Kar following their
conviction.

PNS    �����  Bhubaneswar

The Odisha Human Rights
Commission (OHRC) has served
notices to the Puri district Collec-
tor and Superintendent of Police
(SP) in connection with the stam-
pede near the Gundicha Temple on
Sunday.

The OHRC served notices to the
two officials taking cognisance of
a petition pertaining to the inci-
dent.

The OHRC has asked the au-
thorities concerned to provide
proper healthcare to the injured
persons. It also directed the ad-
ministration to take appropriate
steps to prevent occurrence of
similar incidents in future.

Three devotees were killed and
several others were injured in the
stampede at Saradhabali near the
Gundicha Temple.

The incident took place when
thousands of devotees congre-
gated at Saradhabali to have a
glimpse of Lord Jagannath and His
siblings Lord Balabhadra and Devi
Subhadra on their respective chari-
ots on the third day of the ongoing
Rath Yatra festival.

Devotees have blamed poor
crowd management for the stam-
pede.

Taking the issue seriously, the
State Government has suspended
two police officials for derelictions
of duty and transferred the Puri
Collector and SP with immediate
effect.

The Chief Minister has an-
nounced a compensation of Rs 25
lakh each to the bereaved families.
Besides, the government has asked
the Development Commissioner
to probe the incident and submit a
report within 30 days.
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SADANANDA DAS

U
nable to find a suitable
bride from an indigent
family for my youngest

son, a well-settled IT professional-
one of the priorities in the Intelli-
gent Age-I struggle to reconcile with
the changing norms of marriage.
Opting for alliances beyond cul-
tural boundaries gains no favour,
despite my willingness to compro-
mise," says a septuagenarian father,
his voice tinged with remorse.

There was a time when mar-
riageable brides were plenty-both
educated and half-educated. But
today, the concept of "matrimony"
seems to be driven by "money" be-
fore "matri," only then leading to
the sacred knot.

Even if one hastens into mar-
riage, success is seldom guaranteed-
an anecdotal truth to an age-old
maxim. In this era, a groom's aca-
demic distinction serves as his iden-

Bridging hearts: A father's quest for perfect match

tity, yet he often seeks a job-secure
bride to bolster their mutual sav-
ings for a future child, acknowledg-
ing that modern individuals tend

to live and work in silos.
As the father browses through

matrimonial columns, his eyes re-
main fixed on the prescribed details
of a distinct bride. His mind,
crowded with self-inquiries, oscil-
lates between compatibility and
compromise. The battle of "his vs.
hers" traits sometimes forces him
to look further.

Tossing restlessly in bed, half-
awake and distressed, he turns to
matchmakers-professionals who
promise a suitable match, not a
compromise from a bundle of pro-
posals, backed by photos, horo-
scopes, and allied details. He even
pays an initial subscription, hop-
ing for results.

Yet, these new "startups," armed
with eloquence, often mismatch
reality with their verbosity. Instead
of settling the dust, they rush to
present more proposals, adding

layers of information to appease an
eager father. Some vanish after their
first visit, pocketing token money
meant for the search.

The father's anxiety intensifies as
he watches his son attend one
friend's wedding after another,
each time silently reminding him,
"Hurry up, Father." Seeking a bride
from his known social circles, he
engages in intellectual discussions,
keeping the quest for his son's mar-
riage as a primary objective.

As a father, he wonders if this re-
lentless pursuit of marriage wis-
dom is mere folly. It is a duty that
weighs heavily upon him-perhaps
more than upon any other man in
his age and circumstances.

He contemplates how modern
youth glorify love marriages, a
concept romanticized by poets
through generations. Yet, for his
son, this notion seems unattain-

able. He has witnessed love mar-
riages crumble, leaving little impact
on the near or distant future of the
couples. The reality, he believes, is
a simple shift in words: "Marriage"
should come first, then "love." Oth-
erwise, relationships risk falling
apart.

It is often said that making the
best out of challenges defines our
younger generation-armed with a
laptop, scrolling through social
media during brief pauses from
marathon work. Suddenly, the fa-
ther reflects on how, in today's digi-
tized era, nothing is impossible;
technology offers new ways to con-
nect people and combat growing
isolation and loneliness.

As he broods, his thoughts drift
to a familiar story-one that re-
volves around the courtship ritu-
als of Adelie and Gentoo penguins.
In a timeless tradition, the male

penguin presents a "pebble" to the
female as a token of love, a gesture
that marks the beginning of nest-
building and, ultimately, a life to-
gether.

But times have changed. He
muses that such "pebbling" now
feels like a relic of the past, a buried
gesture that pales in comparison
to the courtship he once knew-vi-
brant and full of meaning, espe-
cially during his college days.

Finding a bride from another
State adds another layer of diffi-
culty due to socio-cultural differ-
ences. While families may attempt
to bridge the gap through language
training centres, adapting to di-
verse traditions remains challeng-
ing. However, he muses, "Lan-
guages may differ, places may
change, cultures may vary, and
ways of worship may be distinct,
but emotions remain universal."

"Marriage is not about finding
someone you can live with, but find-
ing someone you can't live with-
out", and the saying the meaning
of the true essence of the life of a
nubile bride and a vowed groom,
tied in the holy wed-knot,  having
dreams to fulfil.

With no materialistic expecta-
tions, the father wonders when di-
vine intervention will bless his son
with a fulfilling married life. He
awaits the day when better times
will arrive, bringing joy to his son's
future. Until then, he holds onto
hope-because, in the end, a good
marriage isn't just about compat-
ibility, but about commitment, un-
derstanding, and a shared journey
through life.

(The author is a freelance

journalist and reviewer based in

Cuttack;

sndas.agora@gmail.com)

Prajna Pravah holds meet

2 Maoists gunned down
in Kandhamal encounter

CM, Law Min responsible for Puri stampede' Saswat Mishra appointed
CM's Principal Secy

DGP reviews Puri stampede aftermath
Toppo appointed Special Secy to CM

To boost pre-school education

State to engage Sishu Sevikas in primary schools

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

Security forces dealt a sig-
nificant blow to Maoist insur-
gents on Monday, gunning
down two armed cadres dur-
ing an intense exchange of fire
in Kandhamal district. Acting
on precise intelligence inputs,
the District Voluntary Force
(DVF) launched a search op-
eration in the forest near
Puranajiaba reserve forest the
under Balliguda police sta-
tion.

The encounter took place
around noon when the

Maoists opened fire on the ad-
vancing DVF team. In retalia-
tion, security personnel re-
turned fire, killing two extrem-
ists on the spot. The deceased
were identified as Manku, an
Area Committee Member, and
Chandan, a party member,
both affiliated with an active
Maoist unit operating in the
Kandhamal-Kalahandi region.

From the site, police recov-
ered a rifle, a revolver, live
rounds of ammunition,
walkie-talkies, batteries and
several Maoist-related materi-
als.

The deaths are seen as a set-
back to Maoist efforts to re-
group in the area.

Kandhamal SP Harisha BC
confirmed that both bodies
have been recovered and that
further combing operations
are underway to track down
any remaining members of the
group.

Congratulating the team,
Odisha DGP Yogesh Bahadur
Khurania praised the efforts
of district police and DVF per-
sonnel. He described the suc-
cessful operation as a major
achievement in the State's on-

going campaign against Left-
Wing Extremism.

Security forces have inten-
sified anti-Maoist operations
across Odisha, particularly in
southern and central districts,
where insurgents previously
maintained a strong presence.
Monday's encounter marks
one of the most significant op-
erations in the region in recent
months. Police have stepped
up area domination and intel-
ligence-based operations in
the region to prevent Maoist
regrouping and ensure safety
in remote tribal areas.

BJD slams govt
over Rath Yatra
tragedy
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

In the aftermath of the dev-
astating stampede during
Rath Yatra in Puri, the Biju
Janata Dal (BJD) has con-
demned the Odisha Govern-
ment for what it called a com-
plete breakdown of administra-
tive responsibility, asserting
that pride and negligence have
no place in the service of Lord
Jagannath. A high-level BJD
delegation visited the

Gundicha Temple and the
stampede site at Saradhabali,
where the incident occurred
during the pulling of Lord
Jagannath's chariot. The del-
egation also interacted with
senior servitors to understand
the lapses in coordination and
crowd control. According to
the servitors, the incident oc-
curred due to mismanagement
and lack of proper supervision
by officials responsible for
crowd control and ritual coor-
dination.

BJD vice-president Sanjay
Das Burma, who led the team,
questioned why no senior ad-

ministrative or police officials
were present at the critical lo-
cation when the incident hap-
pened.

The delegation met the dis-
trict Superintendent of Police
and discussed upcoming ritu-
als such as Adapa Besha,
Bahuda Yatra, Adhar Pana,
Suna Besha and Niladri Bije.
They emphasised the need for
sincere and coordinated efforts
to ensure these rituals are con-
ducted peacefully.

BJD president and Leader of
Opposition Naveen Patnaik
personally spoke to the be-
reaved families and conveyed

his condolences.
Criticising the government's

response, BJD MP Subashish
Khuntia likened the transfer of
the district Collector and SP to
a "slap on the wrist" and not a
solution. "What happened to
the committee formed with five
ministers to oversee Rath Yatra
preparations?" he asked.

The BJD called on all offi-
cials involved in Rath Yatra
management to abandon arro-
gance and wholeheartedly dedi-
cate themselves to Lord
Jagannath's service, ensuring
that the remaining rituals con-
clude safely and with dignity.

‘No space for arrogance
before Lord Jagannath'

Urges devotee
caution during
Rath Yatra
PNS    �����   Bhubaneswar

Odisha Director General
of Police (DGP) YB Khurania
visited Puri on Sunday to as-
sess the situation following a
tragic stampede incident near
the Gundicha temple that
claimed three lives and left
several others injured during
the early hours of the Rath
Yatra.

Khurania said that a de-

tailed investigation is under-
way and emphasised that nec-
essary corrective measures are
being implemented to prevent
recurrence of such incidents.
He appealed to devotees to
strictly follow police instruc-
tions, especially avoiding the
use of mobile phones in
crowded areas, which can trig-
ger unnecessary chaos.

“We are making every effort
to ensure a smooth and safe
darshan for devotees,” the DGP
stated. “I urge everyone to co-
operate with the police and fol-
low directions at key points.”

To continue as
Finance Secy,
Idco Chairman
PNS    �����   Bhubaneswar

In a significant administra-
tive reshuffle, senior IAS officer
Saswat Mishra has been ap-
pointed as the new Principal
Secretary to the Chief Minis-
ter Mohan Charan Majhi.

 The appointment was
made official through a noti-
fication issued by the General
Administration and Public
Grievance Department.

 Mishra, who is widely rec-
ognized for his administrative
acumen and deep understand-
ing of financial matters, will
continue to hold his existing
crucial responsibilities as the
Principal Secretary, Finance
Department, and also Chair-
man, Industrial Development
Corporation of Odisha
(IDCO).

 This dual responsibility
highlights the government's
confidence in his capabilities
and his pivotal role in steer-
ing the State's financial health
and industrial growth.

 Mishra is a seasoned bu-
reaucrat from the 1996 batch

of the Indian Administrative
Service (IAS). His career has
seen him hold several key po-
sitions within the Odisha gov-
ernment.

 Most notably, his tenure as
Principal Secretary, Finance
Department, has been instru-
mental in shaping the State's
fiscal policies and managing
its economic affairs.

 His leadership at IDCO has
also been crucial in promot-
ing industrial infrastructure
and attracting investments to
the State.

 The post of Principal Sec-
retary to the Chief Minister
had been lying vacant for quite
some time, ever since NB Dhal
transitioned to a new role in
New Delhi.

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

The Odisha Government
has announced engagement of
Sishu Sevikas in Government
Primary Schools that have es-
tablished Sishu Vatikas. The
initiative, aligned with the
National Education Policy
(NEP) 2020, will be imple-
mented from the 2025-26 aca-
demic session.

According to a notification
issued by the School & Mass
Education Department, Sishu
Vatikas have been set up in all

Government Primary Schools
to provide structured pre-
school education to children
aged 5-6 years.

To support this, Sishu
Sevikas will be engaged in
schools with qualifying en-
rolment strength. They will
assist teachers in delivering
foundational learning and
enhancing the overall class-
room experience for young
learners. The School Manage-
ment Committees (SMCs) at
the school level will be re-
sponsible for selecting the

Sishu Sevikas.
Each Sishu Sevika will re-

ceive a monthly honorarium
of Rs 3,000. The Odisha School
Education Programme Au-
thority (OSEPA) will issue de-
tailed guidelines outlining the
selection procedure and du-
ties of the appointed Sevikas.

The financial burden for the
initiative has been approved
by the Department of School
Education and Literacy, Gov-
ernment of India, and will be
covered under the annual bud-
get of Samagra Shiksha.

PNS    �����   Bhubaneswar

The Odisha Government
on Monday issued a notifica-
tion regarding appointment of
Mirdha Toppo as the Special
Secretary to Chief Minister
Mohan Majhi. OAS Mirdha
Toppo is currently posted as
PD DUDA in Keonjhar dis-
trict.

 Toppo's career trajectory is
a testament to his commit-
ment and administrative acu-
men. He began his journey in
grassroots governance, serv-
ing as Block Development Of-
ficer (BDO) in Patna, Karanjia,
and Jhumpura blocks. His ef-

fective leadership and people-
centric governance at the
block level earned him wide-
spread appreciation and set
the foundation for future re-
sponsibilities.

 Following his success as a
BDO, Toppo was subsequently

promoted and posted as Ad-
ditional District Magistrate
(ADM) in Bargarh district,
where he played a pivotal role
in overseeing key developmen-
tal initiatives and coordinat-
ing disaster response during
floods and other emergencies.

 Continuing his upward
journey, he later served as the
Project Director (PD) of the
District Urban Development
Agency (DUDA) in Keonjhar,
focusing on urban planning,
infrastructure enhancement,
and the implementation of
centrally sponsored schemes
in the urban areas of the min-
eral-rich district.

PNS    �����   Bhubaneswar

A meeting of the
Bhubaneswar Chapter of
Prajna Pravah, a national um-
brella organisation of several
nationalist think tanks of In-
dia, was organised on June 26
at Unit-8 Saraswati Shisu
Vidya Mandir here on the
topic 'Operation Sindoor'.

While Duryodhan Kathua
chaired, State coordinator
Rabi Narayan Panda,
Bhubaneswar coordinator
Gauri Prasad Tripathy and
Bhubaneswar Youth coordi-
nator Prof Abhisek
Upadhyay were present. The
meeting was attended by sev-
eral intellectuals of the city
including Padmashri

Adwaita Gadanayak who
unanimously agreed that
Operation Sindoor has sig-
nificantly bolstered India's
national security by show-
casing its capability for pre-
cise, proactive, and indig-
enous military responses
against terrorism, shifting
from a doctrine of strategic
restraint.

Alleges Youth
Cong, demands
their resignation
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

The Odisha Pradesh Youth
Congress on Sunday staged a
high-voltage protest demand-
ing resignation of Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi
and Law Minister Prithviraj
Harichandan over the stam-
pede during the Rath Yatra in
Puri, which claimed three lives
and injured many devotees.

Led by Youth Congress
president Ranjit Patra, hun-

dreds of workers marched
from AG Square to the Chief
Minister's residence. The pro-
test turned tense as clashes
erupted between protesters
and police, leading to several
detentions.

Patra came down heavily on
the BJP-led government, term-
ing the incident a result of
gross administrative failure.
"Despite deploying nearly
10,000 police personnel and
275 AI surveillance cameras,
the government couldn't en-
sure crowd safety," he re-
marked. He blamed the trag-
edy on the sudden and unco-

ordinated opening of the
Pahandi corridor, which led to
panic and the deadly stam-
pede. He also criticised the Law
Department's oversight panel,
calling it ineffective and unpre-
pared.

The Youth Congress
claimed over 10,000 VIP
passes were distributed to BJP
workers, turning the religious
event into a political show.
Patra also condemned the halt-
ing of Lord Jagannath's
chariot near the Singhadwar
to facilitate the participation
of Adani Group chairman
Gautam Adani.
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BJP govt has turned Rath Yatra into a political event' Congress blames govt for Puri stampede

Incident-free Rath Yatra held across JSpur dist

Major rivers flow above red levels in Baleswar

Focus on cold storage network to boost farmer income

Min Swain accused of
destabilising JSpur truck assn

State-wide Bharat Bandh today
to protect Constitutional rights

Youth-led workshop on
menstrual hygiene at BU

State assures farmers on paddy procurement

Water dispenser of Rotary Club B’pur unveiled

Alleges Congress
MP Saptagiri
Ulaka
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

Congress MP from
Koraput, Saptagiri Ulaka, has
lashed out at the BJP-led State
Government alleging that
Lord Jagannath has been side-
lined from the government's
agenda. Speaking at a press
conference at the AICC head-
quarters in Delhi on Monday,
Ulaka accused the State Gov-
ernment of failing on multiple
counts related to the
Jagannath Temple and the
Rath Yatra.

Despite a year in power, the
BJP government has not un-
dertaken a proper audit of the
temple's Ratna Bhandar nor
has it formed a new temple
management committee or
made public the inquiry re-
port into last year's mishap

involving the deities. "This
time, the government reduced
the Rath Yatra to a party
event," Ulaka said, pointing to
the distribution of over 5,000
passes to party workers,
which, he claimed, led to chaos
during the ceremonial proces-
sion.

Ulaka also alleged that VIP
movement disrupted Lord
Jagannath's chariot journey.
"Three devotees died and
many were injured due to to-
tal administrative failure," he
added.

Ulaka demanded resigna-
tion of the Chief Minister, stat-

ing that mere apologies are
not enough. He also de-
manded Rs 50-lakh compen-
sation for the families of the
deceased and Rs 25 lakh for the
injured, along with a judicial
inquiry by a District Judge
within 10 days of Niladri Bije.

Congress leader Arabinda
Das accused Law Minister
Prithviraj Harichandan of de-
flecting blame by calling the
incident "God's will". He ques-
tioned the government's
claims of upholding Odia
Asmita while allowing VIP
preferences to disrupt reli-
gious sanctity.

Demands CM's
resignation
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

A fact-finding team of the
Odisha Pradesh Congress
Committee (OPCC) visited
Puri on Sunday to assess the
ground situation following
the tragic stampede that oc-
curred during Rath Yatra cel-
ebrations in the early hours of
June 28-29. The incident
claimed three lives and left
several injured.

The team was constituted
by OPCC president Bhakta
Charan Das and led by former
PCC president Prasad
Harichandan. It included se-
nior leaders such as former
ministers Jagannath Patnaik
and Nagendra Pradhan and
PCC vice-president Santosh
Singh Saluja. The delegation
first visited the site of the inci-
dent near the Gundicha
Temple and later met victims

undergoing treatment at the
Puri District Headquarters
Hospital. They expressed se-
rious concern over the alleged
discharge of two critically in-
jured persons reportedly with
crushed limbs without ad-
equate medical attention.

Accusing the State Govern-
ment of attempting to
downplay the tragedy, the
Congress team said it had
failed both administratively
and morally. They demanded
Rs 50 lakh as ex-gratia to each
bereaved family and Rs 25 lakh
to the seriously injured.

The team called for the im-

mediate resignation of the
Chief Minister, Deputy Chief
Minister and Law Minister,
citing administrative lapses
that led to the incident. They
also raised doubts over the
credibility of the inquiry an-
nounced by the Law Minister
and demanded that a judicial
probe be conducted by the sit-
ting District Judge with action
taken within ten days of the
Niladri Bije ritual.

The team,which submitted
its findings to OPCC chief
Das, also visited the Congress-
run Seva Shibir near
Gundicha Temple.

46 GPs in 6
blocks, 1 ULB
affected by flash
floods
UBACHAK MOHANTY    �����   Baleswar

As the major rivers flow-
ing in Baleswar district are in
spate on Monday, the district
administration has sounded
high alert.

 Reports said the
Subarnarekha and Jalka rivers
were flowing above the danger
level. At around 4 pm on Mon-
day, the Subarnarekha was
crossing its danger level (DL)
flowing at 11.56 meters (mts)
against its DL 10.36 mts at
Rajghat. Similarly, the Jalka
recorded 6.71 mts measured at
Mathani against its DL 6.50
mts.

 While incessant rains in
the upper catchment areas
created havoc, release of excess
rainwater through Galudih

barrage caused floods in
Bhograi, Jaleswar, Basta and
Baliapal. The district admin-
istration, besides evacuating
people from the low-lying vul-
nerable pockets, also began
free kitchen arrangements af-
ter lodging them at 17 safe
centres.

 According to reports, hun-
dreds of people of 46 GPs un-
der six blocks and one ULB
were affected by the flash
floods. The affected GPs under
different blocks included
Basta (14 GPs), Baliapal (2),
Jaleswar (7) and Jaleswar Mu-
nicipality (8), Bhograi (13) and

Remuna and Sadar one GP
each. A total of 2,916 people
including 1,766 in Basta, 823
in Baliapal, 212 in Bhograi, 60
in Jaleswar and 55 in Jaleswar
Municipality were evacuated.
13 free kitchens were run cov-
ering 2,208 beneficiaries with
maximum number of kitchens
established at Basta (7) fol-
lowed by Bhograi (3). As many
as 1,751 beneficiaries under
Basta block were provided
food through free kitchens fol-
lowed by Baliapal (250) and
Bhograi (92).  Four teams of
ODRAF including two at
Baliapal and one each at Basta

and Bhograi have been de-
ployed. Similarly, two Fire bri-
gades each have been deployed
at Basta, Baliapal, Jaleswar
and Bhograi block.

 Due to flash floods in the
river Sono, one GP each in
Remuna and Sadar area were
affected. Senior officers have
been deployed at different
blocks to monitor the flood
situation. At several places,
road communication was dis-
rupted due to running of flood
water on road, while hundred
acres of agricultural lands re-
mained submerged under the
flood water, reports added.

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

Efforts to strengthen cold
storage infrastructure across
Odisha gained momentum
with a high-level meeting held
at the Lok Seva Bhavan on
Monday, chaired by Deputy
Chief Minister and Agricul-
ture Minister Kanak Vardhan
Singh Deo.

Singh Deo emphasised that
agriculture is a continuous
and vital process that ensures
year-round food supply and
employment. He underlined
Odisha's transformation
from a food-deficit State to a
food-surplus one, now export-
ing fruits, vegetables and in-
digenous fragrant rice to in-
ternational markets.

"The rising demand for
Odisha's agro-produce
abroad opens up vast oppor-

tunities for our farmers. En-
suring proper farm-to-market
linkages, fair prices for pro-
duce and protection of surplus
stock are key priorities," he
said.

To this end, the State Gov-
ernment is actively construct-
ing cold storages in every
sub-division. This infrastruc-
ture would help preserve pro-

duce, stabilize prices, elimi-
nate artificial shortages and
boost farmer incomes.

Singh Deo also noted that
Odisha's natural strengths
including its long coastline
and improving maritime
transport system position it
well for agricultural exports.
"By enhancing storage and
logistics, we aim to further

empower our farmers and
enhance food security," he
added.

During the meeting, a pri-
vate company also presented
a proposal for setting up
modern cold storage facilities
in the State. The government
is considering collaborations
that can bring in technical ex-
pertise and investment.

‘Let's talk about
periods' drive
focuses on
awareness,
dignity
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Brahmapur

A youth-centric public
health workshop on men-
strual hygiene titled "Chal Pe-
riods Bishayare Kathaheba"
(Let's talk about periods) was
conducted at the Berhampur
University last week aiming to
break the silence and stigma
around menstruation.

Organised in collaboration
with the IFI Foundation,
SwasthyaPlus and Odishalive,
the awareness programme
saw enthusiastic participa-
tion from over a hundred stu-
dents and faculty members.

Vice-Chancellor Prof
Geetanjali Dash underlined
the importance of
normalising conversations
around menstruation. "De-
spite being a natural process,
menstruation is still shrouded
in taboos that limit women's

progress. Through education
and awareness, we can over-
come these social barriers. Stu-
dents must act as change-mak-
ers in their communities," she
said.

Campaign head and IFI
Foundation Vice-President
Pranati Parida highlighted the
link between menstrual hy-
giene and women's physical
and mental well-being. "We
need to empower the youth to
create safe and informed
spaces around menstrual
health. This campaign aims to
foster that change," she said.

A specially-curated aware-
ness video was screened, and
an informational booklet on
menstrual hygiene was re-
leased. Students actively inter-
acted with experts during a
Q&A session led by senior
gynaecologist Dr Kusum
Dash and public health spe-
cialist Dr Sanjukta Sabat.

The event was compered by
Priyanka Sucharita and coor-
dinated by Amit Kumar
Mohanty, Sitanshu Sekhar
Sutar and Suchismita Behera.

Ration card
holders face
e-KYC deadline
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

In a much-needed assurance
to the farming community,
Food Supplies and Consumer
Welfare Minister Krushna
Chandra Patra on Monday
confirmed that paddy pro-
curement would continue for
all farmers holding valid to-
kens even beyond the official
deadline. He also urged farm-
ers to complete iris scan-
based biometric verification
to remain eligible for future
procurement cycles.

"There will be no lapses in
the token system. Every eli-
gible farmer will be accommo-
dated," the minister stated, re-
affirming the government's
commitment to protecting
farmers' interests.

So far, the State has pro-
cured over 19 lakh metric

tonnes of Rabi paddy this sea-
son surpassing last year's to-
tal of 12 lakh MT highlighting
Odisha's increasing agricul-
tural output and proactive
procurement efforts.

Meanwhile, more than 2.58
million ration card holders
are racing against time to
complete their e-KYC verifica-
tion. The government has
warned that failure to comply
by the end of June 30 will re-
sult in a three-month suspen-
sion of benefits under the Pub-
lic Distribution System (PDS)
with possible permanent can-
cellation upon continued non-
compliance. The e-KYC initia-
tive, which uses Aadhaar-
based biometric or OTP au-
thentication, aims to eliminate
leakages and ensure benefits
reach genuine recipients. How-
ever, rural areas continue to
face digital access challenges.
Authorities have assured sup-
port and urged citizens to visit
local centres promptly.

PRASANTA ROUT    �����   Paradip

The Jagatsinghpur District
Truck Owners Association has
accused local MLA and Min-
ister of Industries, Skill Devel-
opment, and Vocational Edu-
cation, Sampad Chandra
Swain, of creating unrest
within the association and us-
ing the police administration
to assert his dominance.

 During a Press conference
organised by the association,
it was revealed that the Annual
General Council Meeting, ini-
tially notified for June 29 at 10
am was called off at the last
moment. The association had
informed the local police ad-
ministration about the meet-
ing well in advance. However,
on the day of the meeting, the
Paradip police, allegedly act-
ing under instructions from
the Minister, issued a notice at
9:20 am, citing potential law-
and-order issues and advising
the association to postpone
the meeting.

 Association president
Santosh Kumar Pattnaik
shared that the Paradip police
officer expressed helplessness,
stating that the Minister had
called him multiple times,
pressuring him to halt the

meeting.
 This is not the first instance

of interference by the Minis-
ter. The association had pre-
viously faced similar disrup-
tions, leading to a legal case in
the Civil Court of First-Class
Magistrate. The court had di-
rected the preservation of the
association's status quo.
However, disregarding the
court's orders, the Minister,
allegedly driven by political
motives, used administrative
powers to cancel the meeting
and hinder the association's
activities.

 The association claims the
Minister aims to divide its
members and create unrest
within the organization to ful-
fill personal political agendas.
Reports also allege that a group
of non-members, influenced by
the Minister's supporters,
gathered near the association's
office to escalate tensions and
justify the law-and-order
claims by the police.

 The press conference was
attended by several leaders of
the association, including vice
president Ramakrishna
Parija, general secretary Ranjit
Kumar Behera, treasurer
Sanjay Kumar Raut, and other
prominent members.

Tri-cycle donated
to needy
PNS    �����   Brahmapur

The Rotary Club,
Brahmapur marked a day of
community service with two
significant initiatives aimed at
uplifting the local community.

 Past president Dr DJJ
Swamy inaugurated a Rotary
water dispenser unit at the
premises of LUXE Inn, Bagula
Street, Brahmapur, opposite
City Hospital. The water dis-
penser, supported by LUXE
Inn, a unit of S2 Residency, will
provide clean drinking water
to patients, attendants, staff of
City Hospital, auto drivers,
and passers-by, enhancing
public access to the essential
resource.

 The event was graced by
Rotary Club of Brahmapur
president RL Tarun, secretary
Rtn KVG Ravi Kumar, past
president V Santosh Kumar,
Srinivas Prusty, Satyakam
Patro, president elect Venkat
Anand, secretary elect Tangudu
Rahul, treasurer V
Satyanarayana, and members
Gopiram Agarwal, VSN Raju,
Natchiketa Subudhi and others.

 In a separate event, the Ro-
tary Club, Brahmapur demon-
strated its commitment to
supporting the differently-
abled by donating a tri-cycle
to a needy individual at the
Rotary Community Service
Hall, Brahmapur. The tri-cycle
donation was made possible
through the generous support
of club member G Trinath
Rao.

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

Odisha will witness a
Bharat Bandh on Tuesday,
July 1, as part of a nationwide
protest spearheaded by
Bharat Mukti Morcha,
Bahujan Kranti Morcha,
Rashtriya OBC Morcha and
Rashtriya Parivartan Morcha.
The bandh is being organised
to safeguard Constitutional
values and demand justice for
marginalised communities.

The protest is aimed at
drawing attention to what the
organisers describe as an in-
creasing assault on the Con-
stitutional rights of SCs, STs,
OBCs, Adivasis and religious
minorities. In Odisha, mul-
tiple district and local-level
units are expected to mobilise
and hold peaceful demonstra-
tions, marches and public
awareness campaigns.

Protesters are calling for
abolition of Electronic Voting
Machines (EVMs) and rein-
statement of ballot paper vot-
ing to ensure electoral trans-
parency and restore public
trust in the democratic pro-
cess. They are also demanding

an immediate caste-based cen-
sus, including comprehensive
data on OBCs, to support eq-
uitable policymaking and rep-
resentation.

The bandh also seeks to
protest alleged disrespect to-
ward iconic Bahujan figures
like Dr BR Ambedkar,
Chhatrapati Sivaji Maharaj
and Birsa Munda by public
figures associated with the
ruling establishment.
Organisers are urging the gov-
ernment to honour their lega-
cies with due respect.

Additional demands in-
clude return of the
Mahabodhi Mahavihara in
Bodh Gaya to the Buddhist
community, withdrawal of the
controversial Waqf Amend-
ment Bill 2025 and an end to
targeted violence and dis-
placement of tribal and Chris-
tian communities.

The organisers have ap-
pealed to the Odisha govern-
ment and district authorities
to uphold democratic rights
and ensure that the bandh is
allowed to proceed peacefully
without repression or ob-
struction.

Thousands
throng to witness
event at different
places
KAHNU NANDA    �����   Jagatsinghpur

Rath Yatra was celebrated
with pomp and show across
Jagatsinghpur district, and
chariot pulling was done along
with performance of all ritu-
als in prime areas of the dis-
trict in the last two days. Hun-
dreds of devotees thronged the
streets to have a glimpse of the
Lords atop chariots by chant-
ing hymns, hailing Lord
Jagannath.

 No untoward incident was
reported during the festival as
the administration and police
had made elaborate arrange-
ments for the safety and secu-
rity of the devotees and visi-
tors. Sources informed that

the Rath Yatra is popular in
six major places in
Jagatsinghpur district, like at
Sidhala in Jagatsinghpur
block, Dhyana Kuda in Biridi
block, Garei in Naugaon
block, Sarabanta in Erasama
block, Gadakujanga in
Kujanga block, and the port
town of Paradip.

The ceremonial procession
and ritual connected with the
Rath Yatra took place after the
customary sweeping of chari-
ots by eminent personalities
of the localities. Collector J
Sonal attended the Sidhala
Rath Yatra six km away from
here and performed the sweep-
ing ritual on Friday afternoon
after which the chariot was
pulled by devotees and local
people. Nearly 20,000 devotees
and residents from surround-
ing villages witnessed the fes-
tival.

 In Dhyana Kuda Jagannath
temple, the chariot pulling
started after 4 pm. Pramod
Nandi, the local designated
king, performed the sweeping
tradition in the presence of
temple servitors. A huge gath-
ering of devotees witnessed

mainly from the riverside
Baisi Mouza areas on the oc-
casion.

 The Jagannath temple at
Garei also witnessed about
40,000 devotees this year.
Gyana Ranjan Biswal, the
Thakur Raja of the temple,

performed the sweeping of
chariots, which later began
rolling on at around 4 pm.
Women devotees pulled the
Maa Subhadra chariot there.

 Rath Yatra was celebrated
at Sarabanta Jagannath
temple in Gadaharishpur

Panchayat with a huge crowd
turning out for the event. At
Paradip port town, PPA
Chairman PL Haranadh per-
formed the sweeping ritual at
the chariot and devotees
pulled the chariot on Friday
evening. The deities reached
the Mausi Maa temple at
Madhuban in the port town as
per schedule.

 The most glittering Rath
Yatra was observed at
Kunjabihari temple in
Gadakujanga, where the
chariot is usually pulled after
a day. As per tradition of the
temple, all rituals are per-
formed on the day of Rath
Yatra and the deities are left
to take rest in the chariot till
the next day evening, when the
devotees pull the chariot. This
year, former MLA Sambit
Routray performed the sweep-
ing rituals.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

In a notable development
with far-reaching implica-
tions under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act,

2002 (PMLA), the Supreme
Court on Monday permitted
M3M Group to substitute a
parcel of land attached under
PMLA proceedings with an
alternative property. 

The order, passed by a bench
comprising Justice
Pamidighantam Sri Narasimha
and Justice R Mahadevan,
comes as a critical and timely
judicial intervention — one
that strikes a much-needed
balance between the State’s
interest in securing alleged
proceeds of crime and the
rights of commercial enter-
prises to carry on legitimate
economic activity.

The concept of substitution
of attached property is not
alien to PMLA but has often
been clouded by a rigid
enforcement mindset. Section
8(4) of the Act empowers the
authorities to take possession of

confirmed attached property,
while Section 8(8) provides
for restoration to victims.
However, nowhere does the law
prohibit substitution per se. In
practice, such flexibility has
been exceedingly rare, with
most enforcement actions
resulting in indefinite stagna-
tion of valuable commercial
assets — thereby frustrating not
just economic growth, but also
investor confidence.

It is in this context that the
Supreme Court’s order in the
M3M matter marks an evolu-

tion in the interpretation of
PMLA’s objectives. The substi-
tution application filed by M3M
was not a plea for immunity, but
a pragmatic solution: replace the
attached land with an alternate
asset of equivalent or higher
value, in order to allow devel-
opment and public utility of the
originally attached parcel. The
Court’s acceptance of this
request implicitly affirms that
preservation of alleged pro-
ceeds of crime need not come
at the cost of economic paraly-
sis — especially where the

accused party is cooperating
and offering adequate security.

What makes the order more
remarkable is that it comes at
a time when concerns have
grown over excessive asset
attachment by enforcement
agencies — often in the early
stages of investigation, and
without confirmed findings of
guilt. The current order intro-
duces a practical middle path,
one that allows the process of
law to continue while safe-
guarding economic activity
and contractual obligations,
particularly in sectors like real
estate that operate on long
project timelines and high-
value land banks.

It also potentially lays down
a progressive precedent for
other courts to consider substi-
tution in suitable cases, provid-
ed the accused party demon-
strates bona fides and offers
assets that meet the twin tests of
traceability and value sufficien-
cy. Importantly, the substitution
mechanism does not dilute the
enforcement powers under
PMLA — rather, it strengthens
procedural fairness and reflects

a maturing jurisprudence that
acknowledges the complexities
of large-scale commercial oper-
ations caught in the crosshairs
of criminal law.

M3M’s success in obtaining
this relief could now open the
door for constructive dialogue
between businesses and regula-
tory authorities, encouraging
compliance through coopera-
tion rather than confrontation.
The order not only restores the
commercial usability of a major
land parcel, paving the way for
project launch and employ-
ment generation, but also sig-
nals to investors and institutions
that the Indian legal system
remains open to equitable solu-
tions even within stringent reg-
ulatory regimes.

In sum, the SC has rightly
recognised that law enforce-
ment and economic continuity
can — and must — co-exist.
This landmark order offers
hope that legal innovation,
when anchored in statutory
discipline and judicial pragma-
tism, can meaningfully restore
the balance that the rule of law
ultimately seeks to uphold.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Most parts of India are
likely to receive
above-normal rain-

fall in July, the weather depart-
ment said on Monday, asking
authorities and people in cen-
tral India, Uttarakhand and
Haryana to stay alert due to
the risk of flooding. The IMD
said rainfall is likely to be
below normal in large parts of
the northeast, many areas of
eastern India and extreme
southern peninsular India.

Average maximum temper-
atures are expected to remain
normal to below normal in
many regions. However, parts
of the northeast, northwest,
east and southern peninsula
are likely to see above-normal
temperatures, IMD Director
General Mrutyunjay
Mohapatra said during an
online press briefing.

The country gauges 28 cm
of rainfall on average in July.

Mohapatra said there is a
high chance of heavy rainfall
in central India and the
adjoining southern peninsula.

This includes east Madhya
Pradesh, Chhattisgarh,
Odisha, adjoining areas of
Vidarbha and Telangana and
parts of Gujarat and
Maharashtra.

“We should monitor the
catchment areas of rivers such
as the Godavari, Mahanadi
and Krishna. Our models
show a high probability of
above-normal rainfall in the
upper Mahanadi catchment,
which includes Chhattisgarh
and Madhya Pradesh. There
are several other rivers in the
region. We must closely watch
rainfall activity and the water

levels in reservoirs,” he said.
He added that good rainfall

is also expected in
Uttarakhand and Haryana.

“This region includes sever-
al cities and towns, including
Delhi. Many south-flowing
rivers originate in
Uttarakhand. We must take
precautions for all these river
catchments, cities and towns,”
Mohapatra said.

He said this kind of rainfall
pattern usually occurs when
the monsoon trough shifts
south of its normal position
and when multiple low-pres-
sure systems form.

India to receive above average
rainfall in July, says IMD

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
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Chief of Army Staff
General Upendra
Dwivedi on Monday

began a four-day trip to
Bhutan to further enhance
the already close bilateral mil-
itary ties against the backdrop
of China’s relentless efforts to
strengthen infrastructure
around the strategically locat-
ed Doklam plateau.

In Bhutanese capital
Thimphu, Gen Dwivedi will
call on King Jigme Khesar
Namgyel Wangchuck and hold
wide-ranging talks with
Bhutan’s military chief Lt
General Batoo Tshering, offi-
cials said. The Army Chief ’s
visit to Bhutan from June 30
to July 3 comes amid the
evolving regional security
scenario and over seven
weeks after India’s Operation
Sindoor targeting terror bases
in Pakistani territories.

“The visit aims to further
bolster the enduring bilateral
defence cooperation between
the two nations,” the Indian
Army said, adding it reflects
India’s commitment to its
neighbour. It is expected that

the overall situation in the
Doklam plateau as well as
Chinese activities in the region
are set to figure in Gen
Dwivedi’s talks with his
Bhutanese interlocutors.

The strategic ties between
India and Bhutan witnessed an
upward trajectory in the last
few years in the backdrop of a
73-day face-off between
Indian and Chinese troops in
Doklam tri-junction in 2017.

The Doklam plateau is con-
sidered an important area for
India’s strategic interest.

The standoff at the Doklam
tri-junction in 2017 began
after China tried to extend a
road in an area that Bhutan
claimed belonged to it. India

had strongly opposed the con-
struction as it would have
impacted its overall security
interests. The India-China
stand-off in the Doklam
plateau even triggered fears of
larger conflict between the
two neighbours. Bhutan had
said the area belonged to it and
India supported the Bhutanese
claim. The face-off was
resolved following several
rounds of talks.

Bhutan shares an over 400-
km-long border with China
and the two countries have
held a series of boundary talks
in a bid to resolve the dispute.

China and Bhutan are look-
ing at an expeditious resolution
of their festering boundary row

that could have implications for
India’s security interests.

In late 2023, Bhutan’s then
Foreign Minister Tandi Dorji
held talks with his Chinese
counterpart Wang Yi in
Beijing. A Chinese readout on
the talks said Bhutan firmly
abides by the one-China prin-
ciple and stands ready to work
with China for an early settle-
ment of the boundary issue.

New Delhi has been keep-
ing a close eye on the negoti-
ations between Bhutan and
China on their boundary row
as it could have implications
for New Delhi’s security inter-
ests, especially in the Doklam
tri-junction.

In October 2021, Bhutan
and China signed an agree-
ment on the “three-step
roadmap” to expedite negoti-
ations to resolve their bound-
ary dispute. Chief Operations
Officer of the Royal Bhutan
Army Lt General visited India
in February. During the trip,
he held talks with Gen
Dwivedi, NSA Ajit Doval,
Chief of Defence Staff Gen
Anil Chauhan, Foreign
Secretary Vikram Misri and
Defence Secretary Rajesh
Kumar Singh. 

Army Chief begins four-day trip to Bhutan

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
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The coast guards of India,
Japan, the US and
Australia have launched

the first-ever “Quad-at-sea”
mission to boost operational
coordination and interoper-
ability in the Indo-Pacific.

The decision to launch the
mission was taken at the four-
nation’s grouping annual sum-
mit in Wilmington in September
last year that was attended by
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
and other Quad leaders. “In a
significant stride toward
strengthening maritime securi-
ty and interoperability in the
Indo-Pacific, the coast guards of
India, Japan, the United States,
and Australia have launched
the first-ever ‘Quad at sea ship
observer mission’ under the
Wilmington declaration,” the
defence ministry said.

“Two officers, including
women officers, from each
country have embarked on
board US Coast Guard Cutter

Stratton, which is currently
sailing to Guam,” it said.

The ministry said the “cross-
embarkation mission” marks
an unprecedented step to
enhance joint readiness, oper-
ational coordination, and
domain awareness in support
of a free, open, inclusive and
rules-based Indo-Pacific.

“The mission reflects the
vision laid out at the Quad lead-
ers’s summit in September 2024
and signifies a deepening of
operational ties between the
Indian Coast Guard, Japan
Coast Guard, US Coast Guard
and Australian Border Force,”
the ministry said in a statement.

In a joint statement, the
Quad leaders on September 22
rolled out a number of new and
ambitious initiatives in areas
ranging from maritime securi-
ty, infrastructure to critical
and emerging technologies and
humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief.

A key outcome of the summit
was a decision on having joint
Coast Guard operations under

a first-ever “Quad-at-Sea” ship
observer mission to advance
maritime safety and to contin-
ue with further missions in
future across the Indo-Pacific.
The defence ministry said
India’s participation reinforces
its strategic maritime vision of
SAGAR (Security and Growth
for All in the Region) and com-
plements national efforts under
the Indo-Pacific Oceans
Initiative (IPOI).

The Quad-at-sea initiative
thus sets the foundation for fos-
tering stronger trust, coordina-
tion, and collective resilience
amid evolving maritime chal-
lenges in the region, the min-
istry added.

The IPOI is an open, inclu-
sive, non-treaty based, global
initiative that was announced
by Prime Minister Narendra
Modi at the 14th East Asia
Summit in November 2019 to
promote collaborative efforts
among like-minded nations
to better manage, conserve
and secure the Indo-Pacific
maritime domain. 

QUAD nations launch sea observer
mission to boost maritime cooperation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
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The CBI has arrested the
10th suspect from Patna,
Bihar, in connection with

its crackdown on mule
accounts used by cyber crimi-
nals to launder illicit money,
officials on Monday said.

The agency has found that
the suspect had “links in for-
eign countries” which are being
investigated thoroughly, they
said. The CBI had launched a
nationwide crackdown on 8.5
lakh mule accounts in over 700
bank branches which were
being used by cyber criminals
to launder proceeds from
scams involving digital theft,
impersonation, fraudulent
investments and UPI-based
frauds, the officials said.

The CBI had during the oper-
ation conducted coordinated
raids at 42 locations in Rajasthan,
Delhi, Haryana, Uttarakhand
and Uttar Pradesh in which
nine suspects were taken into
custody. The materials found
during searches took the agency
to the 10th suspect in Patna who
was arrested recently. 

The CBI has not yet revealed
the identity of either of the
arrested suspect and is tight
lipped about the case as the
operations are still going on,
they said. Those taken into cus-
tody include alleged middle-
men, agents, aggregators,
account holders and banking
correspondents, all believed to
be instrumental in orchestrat-
ing and facilitating the opening
of these fictitious accounts,
the officials said.

A mule account is opened in
the name of an individual,
who may or may not be aware
that the account is used to 
launder illicit money.

CBI arrests
10th suspect
in Mule
accounts case

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
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The Ministry of Jal Shakti
has proposed a com-
prehensive overhaul of

rules for recruitment and pro-
motion of Group A scientists
in the Central Ground Water
Board, introducing a struc-
tured promotion path, manda-
tory field experience, tiered
performance assessments and
new training requirements.

The draft rules covering
posts from Scientist B to G
have been published for pub-

lic consultation, and stake-
holders are to submit their
feedback by July 13.

The draft notification aligns
the rules with the Revised
Flexible Complementing
Scheme introduced by the
Department of Personnel and
Training in 2024.

Promotions will be granted
only after scientists complete
minimum residency periods -
- three years at Scientist C level
and up to five years at senior
grades like Scientist F and G.
Additionally, field experience
of two years is required for

promotion to Scientist F and
five years for Scientist G.

A key feature of the revised
framework is the two-tier
assessment system. Scientists
will undergo Level-1 screening
by an Internal Screening
Committee, followed by Level-
2 assessment by either an
Assessment Board or a
Department Peer Review
Committee.

These evaluations will be
held twice a year, in January
and July. Scientists who do not
qualify can be reassessed only
after one year and must sub-

mit an additional Annual
Performance Appraisal Report.

Training is also a significant
component of the new rules.

Direct recruits must under-
go a mandatory one-year
Induction Level Training
Course, while officers pro-
moted internally are required
to complete two weeks of
training in management and
leadership at recognised gov-
ernment institutions such as
the Rajiv Gandhi National
Ground Water Training and
Research Institute or Institute
of Secretariat Training and

Management. The draft spec-
ifies that promotions under
the Revised Flexible
Complementing Scheme will
be allowed only three times.
If a candidate does not qual-
ify within those attempts,
they will be moved to the
Modified Assured Career
Progression scheme applica-
ble to other Central
Government employees.

Moreover, no retrospective
promotions will be allowed.
Officers on deputation or leave
will receive promotions only
upon their return.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
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The Supreme Court on
Monday junked a plea
filed by former cricket

administrator Lalit Modi
seeking an order to the BCCI
to pay a penalty of `10.65
crore imposed on him by the
ED for violating the Foreign
Exchange Management Act
(FEMA). A bench of Justices
PS Narasimha and R
Mahadevan, however, said
Modi will be entitled to avail
civil remedies as available
according to law.

The Bombay High Court
on December 19 last year
had imposed a cost of `1
lakh on Modi while dismiss-
ing his petition seeking an
order to the BCCI to pay a
penalty of `10.65 crore
imposed on him by the
Enforcement Directorate for
violating FEMA.

The high court had said the
petition was “frivolous and
wholly misconceived” as the
adjudication authority under
FEMA has imposed the
penalty on Modi.

Modi, in his plea, said he
was appointed as vice presi-
dent of the Board of Control
for Cricket in India, during

which period he was also the
chairman of the Indian
Premier League governing
body, a subcommittee of the
BCCI. The plea claimed that
the BCCI is supposed to
indemnify him as per the
bylaws.

The HC bench, however,
referred to a Supreme Court
judgment of 2005, which said
the BCCI does not fall under
the definition of a ‘state’ as
defined under Article 12 of
the Constitution.

Despite clear orders from
the apex court, Modi filed this
petition in 2018, the HC
bench noted.

“In matters of alleged
indemnification of the peti-
tioner (Modi) in the context
of penalties imposed upon the
petitioner by the ED, there is
no question of discharge of
any public function, and
therefore, for this purpose, no
writ could be issued to the
BCCI,” the HC had said.

“In any event, the reliefs are
wholly misconceived. This
petition is frivolous, and
accordingly, we dismiss this
petition,” the court had said
and directed Modi to pay a
sum of `1 lakh to the Tata
Memorial Hospital within
four weeks. 

SC permits substitution of
attached property under PMLA 

SC junks Lalit’s plea seeking
BCCI to pay ED penalty

Jal Shakti Ministry issues guidelines for scientist recruitment
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The BJP on Monday
accused the opposition
alliance of trying to turn

the Constitution into a sharia
script and using the garb of
samajwaad (socialism) to hide
its namazwaad, as it slammed
RJD leader Tejashwi Yadav for
asserting that his bloc, if elect-
ed to power in Bihar, will
throw the amended Waqf Act
in dustbin.

BJP national spokesperson
Sudhanshu Trivedi said the
INDIA bloc of the RJD-
Congress-Left in Bihar has
shown its absence of respect
for the Constitution, as the Act
was passed by Parliament and
is being adjudicated in the
Supreme Court. He told
reporters that the opposition
alliance is driven by vote bank
politics, a euphemism for its
outreach to Muslim voters
over the opposition to the Act
from a large number of them.

Trivedi alleged that the
INDIA bloc wants to enforce

Sharia provisions through the
back door. States like Telangana
and Karnataka are giving reser-
vations to Muslims at the cost
of quotas for Hindu OBCs, SCs
and STs and West Bengal is also
trying to do it, he said.

He underlined the BJP-led
NDA’s commitment to the
values of the Constitution
drafted by BR Ambedkar.

He said, Samvidhan bachao
is merely a facade of these par-
ties as their true face is sharia
lao. If they are in power, they
will add namazwaad to the
Constitution’s preamble. They
want to turn the Constitution
into a sharia script, but we will
not allow it.”

RJD’s Tejashwi Yadav on
Sunday claimed that the ruling
NDA in Bihar was “on its way
out” and the new Government
in the state led by the opposi-
tion alliance will “consign to
the dustbin” the Waqf Act
brought by the Narendra Modi
dispensation at the Centre.

The leader was addressing
a ‘Save Waqf, Save
Constitution’ rally at the his-

torical Gandhi Maidan in
Bihar’s Capital, Patna.
Elections in Bihar will be held
later this year. The BJP
spokesperson said the ruling
National Democratic Alliance
will not allow any provisions
of Ambedkar’s Constitution to
be thrown into the dustbin.

Slamming opposition par-
ties, he said the sharia provi-
sions they are advocating are
not in force in even Islamic
countries, including Saudi
Arabia, Pakistan, Bangladesh
and Turkiye. These parties
want to concentrate huge por-
tions of Waqf land into the
hands of some self-appointed
Muslim religious leaders, he
said, adding that these prop-
erties were never used for the
welfare of the community.

Socialism believes in the
distribution of wealth, but
socialist parties like the RJD
and the Samajwadi Party are
doing the opposite and are, in
fact, with a few self-appoint-
ed Muslim leaders, he said.
This is not samajwaad but
namazwaad, he alleged.

BJP slams Tejashwi Yadav’s
stand on Waqf Act

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
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The BRICS leaders’ dec-
laration to be unveiled
at the grouping’s annu-

al summit in Rio de Janeiro is
set to forcefully denounce the
Pahalgam terror attack and
call for a firm approach to
unitedly confront terrorism in
line with India’s expectation.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi will attend the summit
in the Brazilian city on July 6
and 7. India will be the group-
ing’s chair for the next year.
The prime minister is travel-
ling to Brazil as part of his
five-nation tour from July 2 to
9. The other countries that the
prime minister is visiting are
Ghana, Trinidad and Tobago,
Argentina and Namibia.

Dammu Ravi, secretary
(economic relations) in the
external affairs ministry, told
a media briefing that Modi’s
participation in the summit
will be an expression of India’s
solidarity with the bloc and it
will be a great opportunity for
him to connect with the lead-
ers of the Global South.

Ravi suggested that the

BRICS leaders’ declaration will
have reference to the challenge
of terrorism that will be much
to the satisfaction of India.
“There is no contradiction in
the way the members have
come out with their under-
standing, sympathy and soli-
darity with India on Pahalgam
I think this has been very well
captured in the (leaders) dec-
laration and all the members
are very sensitive to this mat-
ter,” he said. “There is also a
broader understanding on how
to deal with this menace of ter-
rorism and no one should be
spared in dealing with it. I think
that is very well captured.”

“When you get the declara-
tion, you will see the language
is much to our satisfaction,”
Ravi added. BRICS brings
together 11 major emerging
economies of the world, rep-
resenting around 49.5 per
cent of the global population,
around 40 per cent of the
global GDP and around 26 per
cent of the global trade.

The BRICS declaration is
also expected to feature a ref-
erence to the Iran-Israel con-
flict. The senior diplomat said
four concrete “deliverables” are

expected from the BRICS
summit that include global
governance and artificial intel-
ligence, a framework declara-
tion on climate finance and a
partnership for the elimina-
tion of socially determined
diseases. Asked about Chinese
President Xi Jinping and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin deciding to skip the
summit, Ravi only said it will
be a key forum for India to
continue to push for the inter-
ests of the Global South.

Ravi indicated that the
BRICS summit could also
deliberate on the issue of car-
rying out trade settlements in
national currencies. Ravi said
BRICS is bringing some
understanding of how impor-
tant it is to have alternative
mechanisms to do trade and
projects in national currencies.

“It is a process and we are
confident that it will get trac-
tion in days to come,” he said.

BRICS, originally compris-
ing Brazil, Russia, India,
China, and South Africa,
expanded in 2024 to include
Egypt, Ethiopia, Iran and the
United Arab Emirates, with
Indonesia joining in 2025. 

BRICS to denounce Pahalgam attack



NATION 05
BHUBANESWAR | TUESDAY | JULY 1, 2025

MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

The stage is set for the
annual Amarnath
Yatra, commencing
July 3, as Jammu and

Kashmir prepares to welcome
lakhs of devotees on the sacred
pilgrimage to the Amarnath
cave shrine. 

To ensure an incident-free
pilgrimage, authorities have
implemented a multi-layered
security framework from
Lakhanpur, the entry point to
Jammu and Kashmir, to the
holy cave shrine at an altitude
of 3,880 meters. The entire
route from Jammu to the cave
has been brought under CCTV
surveillance, with a three-tier
security blanket enveloping all
base camps. 

In a significant technological
advancement, Facial
Recognition Systems (FRS)
have been installed at strategic
locations on both routes. The
system has already proven
effective, with the arrest of
two overground workers
(OGWs) of terrorist organisa-
tions on June 19.

Radio Frequency
Identification (RFID) technol-
ogy will tag all vehicles and
individual pilgrims, enabling
real-time tracking of their
movements along the
Pahalgam and Baltal routes. 

Additionally, the routes pass-
ing through the Kashmir Valley
have been declared “no-fly
zones” from July 1 to August

10, banning the use of drones
and UAVs to enhance securi-
ty.

Jammu and Kashmir
Lieutenant Governor Manoj
Sinha, during his visit to the
Baltal base camp in Ganderbal
on Monday, reviewed the on-
ground preparations and
expressed satisfaction with the
arrangements. “After meeting
with senior officers of the Shri
Amarnathji Shrine Board
(SASB) and security agencies,
I can confidently say that this
year’s arrangements are far
superior to previous years. The
coordination among security
agencies is seamless, and they
are on high alert,” Sinha told

reporters. To ensure a clean and
comfortable pilgrimage, the
administration has established
5,613 toilets and bathing units
along the twin routes—2,920
on the Pahalgam axis and 2,693
on the Baltal axis. A workforce
of 7,361 sanitation workers
has been deployed to maintain
cleanliness, supported by 15
Solid Waste Management
Processing Facilities to handle
waste effectively.

LG Manoj Sinha also inau-
gurated SASB’s Yatri Niwas at
Pantha Chowk, with an accom-
modation facility to house 1300
pilgrims in Srinagar on
Monday. To feed the pilgrims
daily, permission has been

granted to 125 langars (com-
munity kitchens) to provide
free, nutritious meals to pil-
grims, security personnel, and
sanitation workers. Authorised
by the Shri Amarnathji Shrine
Board, these langars, operated
by organisations from Punjab,
Haryana, Delhi, Himachal
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Uttar
Pradesh and other states,
stretch from Lakhanpur to the
holy cave. 

They are expected to serve
approximately 1,00,000 meals
daily, ensuring no one goes
hungry during the arduous
journey.

The langars are strategically
located along the routes: 25 at

Baltal and Domel, 13 at the
holy cave, 8 at Sheshnag, 5 at
Pissutop, 12 at Panchtarni, 7 at
Chandanwari, 9 at Nunwan,
and 5 at Zojibal. An addition-
al 50 langars line the Jammu-
Pathankot and Jammu-
Srinagar national highways,
with five more at the Jammu
base camp, Yatri Niwas
Bhagwati Nagar.

The Shrine Board has curat-
ed a wholesome, non-oily
menu tailored to the high-alti-
tude terrain, prioritising the
health and well-being of pil-
grims who undertake the chal-
lenging trek to pay homage to
the naturally formed ice
lingam, a revered symbol of
Lord Shiva. 

LG Manoj Sinha, who
chaired a high-level meeting
with senior officials from the
SASB, civil administration,
J&K Police, and security agen-
cies, emphasised the pilgrim-
centric measures implemented
this year. “I have closely
observed the last four pilgrim-
ages, and I can confidently say
that the level of preparedness
by the administration is far
superior this time,” he said.

“The robust and well-inte-
grated security protocols, com-
bined with enhanced facili-
ties, will ensure a peaceful and
hassle-free experience for devo-
tees.” Sinha also expressed hope
that pilgrims from across the
country would return with
cherished memories of their
journey.

Amarnath Yatra to begin from
July 3 amid tight security cover

MP Police drop BSNL, shift
to Airtel for better network
GIRISH SHARMA n Bhopal

The Madhya Pradesh
Police has initiated a
major shift in its inter-

nal communication system
by deciding to discontinue the
use of Bharat Sanchar Nigam
Limited (BSNL) SIM cards
and migrate all official con-
nections to Airtel.

This marks the end of near-
ly four decades of reliance on
BSNL’s network, which had
long served as the backbone
of communication for police
personnel across the state.
However, persistent network
issues, frequent call drops, and
poor data services, especially
in remote and rural areas,
have compelled the police
force to make this long-pend-
ing change.

The decision reflects grow-
ing frustration among officials
over BSNL’s inability to match
the evolving demands of
modern policing. 

Despite being a state-
owned telecom service
provider, BSNL consistently
lagged behind private players
in terms of network expan-

sion and service upgrades.
Over the past several decades,
successive Central
Governments failed to revive
or significantly improve
BSNL’s infrastructure and per-
formance. 

As a result, even essential
services like those used by law
enforcement agencies con-
tinued to suffer from outdat-
ed technology and unreliable
connectivity. This systemic
neglect eventually pushed the
Madhya Pradesh Police to
explore more efficient alterna-
tive.

On June 24, the Police
Telecom Headquarters in
Bhopal, under the direction of
SSP Wireless Vijay Kumar
Khatri, issued a formal order
instructing all police units—
including district police, bat-
talions, fire services, and
training schools—to port
their BSNL numbers to Airtel. 

The deadline for complet-
ing the process had been set
for June 28. Officers have
been asked to initiate porting
by sending a ‘PORT <mobile
number>’ message to 1900,
followed by a ?10 recharge.

Once the porting is success-
ful, the details must be record-
ed in an Excel sheet and sent
to the headquarters via email.
A copy of the directive was
also shared with Airtel’s local
representative to ensure logis-
tical support and coordina-
tion.

This transition is expected
to improve communication
efficiency within the police
force, especially during emer-
gencies, operations in sensi-
tive areas and coordination
between various units.
Officials believe that Airtel’s
superior network coverage
and faster data services will
enhance the responsiveness
and effectiveness of the police.

The move also underscores
the growing dependence on
private telecom providers for
critical public services, due to
the continued underperfor-
mance of state-run entities
like BSNL.

A senior officer in the 
ranking of Addl DG told that
the transition period is still 
on and in a couple of days, 
all numbers will be ported 
to Airtel.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n New Delhi

Women exposed to
household air pollu-
tion from cooking

fuels may be at a higher risk of
cognitive impairment than
men, a study by the Indian
Institute of Science (IISc) in
Bengaluru has found.

The study, published in The
Lancet Regional Health
Southeast Asia journal,
analysed MRI brain scans of
ageing adults in the rural town
of Srinivaspura in Karnataka,
revealing that women might be
at a higher risk of experiencing
adverse effects in the brain.

A team, which also includ-
ed researchers from the
University of Chicago, US,
explained that burning solid
fuels for cooking, especially in
poorly ventilated spaces, can
release air pollutants, such as
oxides of carbon, nitrogen,
sulphur and heavy metals,
along with suspended particu-
late matter.

The pollutants have been
shown to affect the brain
through varied mechanisms,
primary ones being inflamma-
tion and oxidative stress, they
said.

The researchers analysed
more than 4,100 adults aged 45

and above, who are participants
of the ongoing Centre for Brain
Research-Srinivaspura Aging,
Neuro Senescence, and
COGnition (CBR-SANSCOG)
study at IISc. MRI brain scans
were taken for around a thou-
sand of these participants.

Cognitive impairment, they
explained, affects memory, rea-
soning, and speech. It may
precede conditions like demen-
tia and Alzheimer’s disease —
in which the affected person
faces trouble performing daily
routine activities.

The study’s authors wrote,
“Polluting cooking technology
users may be at a higher risk for
cognitive impairment. 

Rural females, who tend to
be more exposed than males,
could have greater vulnerabil-
ity to (household air pollution’s)
adverse effects on the brain.”
Given the increasing burden of
dementia — an ageing-related
disorder — in India, the find-
ings have significant implica-
tions for public health, provid-
ing insights on how household
air pollution can influence
dementia risk, the team said.

“Policies promoting clean
cooking fuel (or) technology
adoption are imperative,” they
wrote.They added that the
findings support those from
previous studies which showed

a lowered cognition and abil-
ity to process visual informa-
tion in space among people
using polluting cooking tech-
nology. Further, upon
analysing the MRI brain scans
of women, the team found
lower volumes of hippocampus
— a brain region critical for
memory and known to be sig-
nificantly impacted in

Alzheimer’s disease. Overall,
the study broadens the under-
standing of how pollution-
causing cooking fuel is related
with poor cognition, the
authors said. 

“Community-centred inter-
ventions to improve health lit-
eracy and clean cooking fuel
adoption among rural Indians,
could help reduce the substan-

tial morbidities associated with
polluting cooking fuel use,
and reduce dementia risk,”
they said. 

The study is the only one to
employ brain scanning tech-
niques in a rural population to
examine how household air
pollution can adversely impact
the brain structurally, the
authors said.

PARVESH SHARMA n Gurugram

The Municipal
Corporation of
Gurugram (MCG) once

again sealed the building of
International Delhi Public
School (IDPS), located in Basai
Enclave, for violating building
regulations on Monday.

The sealing operation was
carried out by a team led by
Assistant Engineer R.K.
Mongia, along with Junior
Engineers Varun and Hariom,
and supported by a police force
to ensure law and order during
the action. This is not the first
time the school building has
faced action. Earlier, on June
18, the MCG had sealed the
premises for unauthorized con-
struction.

However, in a blatant defi-
ance of the law, the owners
broke the seal and resumed
operations. Taking serious note
of this violation, the corpora-
tion lodged an FIR against the
building owners and re-initiat-
ed the sealing process.

According to MCG officials,
the IDPS building was con-
structed without obtaining the
necessary approvals from the
MCG. Despite being issued
multiple notices, the building
owners failed to respond or

regularize the construction.
The officials further stated

that the structure lacks the
mandatory construction per-
missions, prompting the
enforcement action.

“The building owners were
given several warnings and
notices to comply with the
regulations, but they continued
to ignore the rules,” said an
MCG official. 

“This sealing was carried out
with police assistance to ensure
no further violations occur.
Such actions will continue
against illegal constructions in
the city.”

The corporation has also
directed its officials to intensi-
fy monitoring of ongoing con-
struction activities to prevent
similar violations. Additionally,
residents have been urged to
report any unauthorized con-
struction to the municipal
authorities, assuring swift
action against offenders.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Dharamshala/New Delhi

Delhi Assembly
Speaker Vijender
Gupta on Monday

said that Legislatures are not
mere formal institutions but
the “soul” of the State, shap-
ing governance, justice, and
progress for both present
and future generations. 

He had given the statement
while addressing the Annual
Conference of the
Commonwealth Parliam-
entary Association (CPA),
India Region, Zone-II, held at
Tapovan in Dharamshala,
Himachal Pradesh. 

Speaking on the theme
“Role of Legislatures in
Managing State Resources
vis-à-vis Development of the
State,” Gupta underscored
the critical role of elected
assemblies in ensuring trans-
parent governance and inclu-
sive growth. 

He said that through open
debate and collective deci-
sion-making, Legislatures
approve every plan, policy,
and law, making them central
to a state’s development.

The Speaker highlighted
the importance of parlia-
mentar y tools such as

Question Hour, Calling
Attention Motions, and spe-
cial debates in holding gov-
ernments accountable and
bridging the gap between
grassroots issues and state-
level action. 

He also emphasized the
role of committees in moni-
toring government expendi-
ture, maintaining fiscal dis-
cipline, and ensuring delivery
of welfare schemes.

Gupta pointed out that
annual budgets affect every
citizen, from welfare schemes

to healthcare and education,
and it is the responsibility of
the Legislature to ensure
resources are used wisely.
Calling for cooperation
across party lines, he urged
legislators to prioritise pub-
lic welfare above politics and
contribute actively to leg-
islative proceedings. 

He concluded by stressing
the need for visionar y,
regionally relevant and envi-
ronmentally sustainable poli-
cies to meet the nation’s
development goals.

Cooking fuel smoke damages women’s brains: IISc study

MCG sealed school
building in Gurugram

SAUGAR SENGUPTA 
n Kolkata

The four-member BJP
fact finding team that on
Monday visited Kolkata

to inquire into the South
Calcutta Law College rape
case slammed Bengal Chief
Minister Mamata Banerjee for
allowing a States — spon-
sored crime racket by letting
“history-sheeters” to take con-
trol of her party Trinamool
Congress.

“It is very sad to note the
women are most unsafe in a
State that is run by a woman
Chief Minister,” senior BJP
leader and Union Minister
Satpal Singh said after he and
his team members met Kolkata
Commissioner of Police 
Manoj Verma and Nayana
Chattopadhyay the Vice
Principal of the said law
College. 

The team comprising Singh,
senior BJP leaders including
former Tripura Chief Minister
Biplab Deb, Meenakshi Lekhi
and Manan Kumar Mishra
told media men after inspect-
ing the site how in a catena of
cases related to sexual crime
against women the State police
refuse to write FIRs defying the
Supreme Court guidelines.

Questioning how history

sheeters could be appointed in
a government aided college,
Singh said, “we have been
told that the main perpetrator
of the crime in this case is a law
graduate from this place and
is a history-sheeter who has at
least four grave charges against
him, he is known to have
molested women earlier too,
despite such charges he was
given appointment by the
Governing body of this college,
a governing body that is
chaired by a TMC MLA, this
speaks volumes of how Bengal
has become a victim of state-
sponsored crimes.” 

The BJP leaders were refer-
ring to the prime accused
Manojit Mishra a Trinamool
Congress Chhatra Parishad
leader and a practicing advo-
cate who was appointed on a
temporary basis by the college
governing body regardless of
his criminal background. 

The former Tripura Chief
Minister alleged that there
were numerous such instances
of rapes and other crimes
against women going unre-
ported as the police would not
register FIRs. 

“We can give you a long list
of victims of sexual crimes in
Bengal, where many of these
women have been a victim of
the TMC leaders, I recently

went to Cooch Behar where a
woman was raped and had
been hospitalised, but I found
that the police had not regis-
tered any FIR in blatant defi-
ance of the Supreme Court
directive.” 

Mishra who is also the
Chairman of the Bar Council
of India alleged how in most
cases “as the TMC men are
involved in the crimes against
women the police refuse to
register FIR and hush up the
case, the report that we got this
time is very disheartening and
we will file the reports at
appropriate level.”

Referring to their meeting
with the Kolkata Commis-
sioner of Police the BJP lead-
ers said that “he has assured us
that this time strong cases
will be prepared against the
accused so that they get the
highest punishment.

Alleging that the Kolkata
Police was not allowing the
victim or her family to meet
the outside world, Deb said
that “we will try to meet the
victim or her family, but we are
not sure because the police
have hidden her in some place
and not letting anyone to meet
her, this is the kind of democ-
racy that Mamata Banerjee
Government is practicing
here.”

Mamata Government backing
sex crimes: BJP fact finding team

Legislatures are soul of
the State: Vijender Gupta

Firebrand Telangana BJP MLA
Raja Singh resigns from party
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Hyderabad

Upset over the possible
appointment of
Ramchander Rao as

BJP’s Telangana President, the
party’s firebrand MLA Raja
Singh on Monday wrote to
Union Minister G Kishan
Reddy saying that he is resign-
ing from the primary mem-
bership of the saffron party.

Reddy is presently the state
chief and the party high com-
mand is likely to announce
new successor on Tuesday.

Singh said the decision to
appoint the new head of the
party in the state has come as
a shock and disappointment,
not just to him, but to lakhs of
Karyakartas, leaders, and vot-
ers who have stood by the
party through every high and
low.

“With great sadness, I have
decided to resign from the pri-
mary membership of the
Bharatiya Janata Party. I
request you, Shri Kishan
Reddy ji, to kindly inform the
Hon’ble Speaker of the
Telangana Legislative
Assembly that T Raja Singh is
no longer a member of the
BJP,” he said in the letter.

There are many capable
senior leaders, MLAs, and
MPs within Telangana who
have tirelessly worked for the
growth of BJP and who have
the strength, credibility, and
connections to lead the party
forward. 

Unfortunately, it appears

that some individuals, driven
by personal interests, have
misled the central leadership
and taken decisions by run-
ning the show from behind
the curtain, he alleged.

“This not only undermines
the sacrifices of grassroots
workers but risks pushing the
party into avoidable setbacks,”
he said. He said he has been a
dedicated Karyakarta, elected
three times in a row with the
blessings of the people and
support of the party.

“But today, I find it difficult
to stay silent or pretend that all
is well. This is not about per-
sonal ambition, this letter
reflects the pain and frustra-
tion of lakhs of loyal BJP
Karyakartas and supporters
who feel sidelined and
unheard,” Singh said.

Though he may be stepping
away from the party, the
Goshamahal legislator said he
remains fully committed to the
ideology of Hindutva and the
service of Hindu Dharma and

the people of his constituen-
cy. Later, speaking to reporters,
Singh said he went to the BJP
office to file a nomination for
the state president post.

The nomination should be
supported by ten state BJP
council members. 

However, he alleged that
some of the members who
were supporting his candida-
ture were threatened by few
party leaders that they would
be suspended if they chose to
back Singh. In August 2024,
Singh was suspended from the
party following his alleged
controversial remarks against
“Islam and Prophet
Mohammed” in a video which
was later pulled down by the
social media platform on
which it was uploaded.

He was arrested under the
Preventive Detention Act.
However, the Telangana High
Court in November 2022 had
set aside the PD Act invoked
against him. Later, he was
granted bail. 

According to MCG
officials, the IDPS
building was
constructed without
obtaining the necessary
approvals from the MCG

Sadhus shout slogans as they wait for registration of Amarnath Yatra 2025 at Ram Mandir base camp in Jammu PTI



India has the dubious distinction of having the high-
est prevalence of vitiligo in the world, estimated at 8.8
per cent (as against the global prevalence of 1 per cent-

2 per cent). Every year, over 1 lakh cases of vitiligo are
reported in India, and though the condition can occur at
any age, it is more common before the age of 30.

In a world filled with beauty standards set by societal
norms, one condition often becomes the subject of whis-
pered conversations and hidden insecurities — Vitiligo.
This chronic autoimmune condition, characterised
by depigmented patches that appear when melanin-
producing cells are destroyed, affects millions
worldwide.

Beyond its Physical symptoms, Vitiligo patients
face significant social stigma, impacting their
mental health and relationships.

Meet Satya, a 28-year-old artist from the
vibrant city of Jaipur who has been living with
vitiligo since she was 12. “At first, I was a shy girl
who tried to hide my skin,” she recalls. “I wore
long sleeves, avoided swimming, or anything to
cover up the patches.” The stigma associated with
her condition was palpable, often leaving her feel-
ing isolated and exposed to unwanted stares and
comments, People often think it’s contagious or

associate it with a lack of health, but they don’t understand
the emotional toll it takes.

Farah’s story is not unique. Many with vitiligo experi-
ence harsh judgments and discomfort in their daily lives.
Marriage prospects are affected especially in tier 2 cities
and villages. Mental health issues such as anxiety and low
self-esteem are common in Vitiligo patients.

The Dermatologist’s Perspective:
Vitiligo can significantly impact an individual’s self-esteem
and mental well-being. While doctors focus on medical
treatment. it’s essential to consider a holistic approach that
includes emotional support. Treatment options: Several

treatment options each tailored to fit the unique
needs of the patient. These may include:
1.  Topical  Corticosteroids and

Immunosuppressants like Pimecrolimus and
Tacrolimus: These are commonly prescribed
to reduce inflammation and encourage repig-
mentation in the affected area.
2. Phototherapy: Controlled exposure to
ultraviolet B light can stimulate skin repig-
mentation In some patients.
3. Skin Grafts: In more severe cases, derma-
tologists may recommend surgical options
such as skin grafting.
4. PRP therapy: Stimulates Pigment cells with
new vessel formation at Vitiligo areas causing
repigmentation.

5. Depigmentation Therapy: For those with widespread
vitiligo, this involves lightening the unaffected skin to cre-
ate an even tone. 

However, Vitiligo treatment goes beyond just the skin.
“We encourage patients to engage in counseling or sup-
port groups. The emotional experience of living with vitili-
go is just as important as managing the physical 
symptoms.”

The Importance of Counseling
Counselling plays a critical role in coping with the psy-
chological impact of vitiligo. Mental health professionals
can help individuals develop coping strategies, improve
self-acceptance, and reduce feelings of anxiety or depres-
sion associated with appearance.

Vitiligo is more than just a skin condition — it’s a deeply
personal battle against stigma, isolation, and societal pres-
sure. In India, where beauty standards remain rigid, those
with vitiligo often face emotional trauma alongside
physical symptoms. 

While medical treatments offer hope, healing must
include mental health support and social awareness. 
It’s time we move beyond appearances and embrace inclu-
sivity, ensuring that people like Satya and millions more
— are seen, supported, and empowered to live
without shame.
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In recent years, international politics has
seen the rise of several popular yet com-
plex terminologies — bandwagoning,
strategic autonomy, plurilateralism, and

epistemic communities. These concepts have
grown in prominence alongside earlier ideo-
logical debates such as the “End of History”
and the “Clash of Civilisations” that dominat-
ed post-Cold War discourse. 

As the global order continues to undergo
sweeping changes, many once-stable doctrines
now stand challenged, highlighting an endur-
ing truth of international relations: change
remains the only constant. Amid this flux, a
notable evolution has emerged — the strength-
ening of strategic and democratic bonds
between the United States and India, the
world’s oldest and largest democracies. While
several global regions continue to simmer
under conflict — West Asia and the Ukraine-
Russia war being prime examples — India and
the US have taken steps towards enhancing
mutual cooperation in defence, trade, and
global governance. 

In this environment, nations are urgently
seeking robust strategic mechanisms to pre-
serve sovereignty and national interest. The
resurgence of offensive realism as a philosoph-
ical framework underscores this strategic recal-
ibration. As great powers jostle for influence,
the 19th-century maritime doctrine of Alfred
Thayer Mahan — that control of the seas
equates to global dominance — has resurfaced
with striking relevance. Maritime security,
therefore, has become the linchpin of mod-
ern geopolitics. Oceans are no longer viewed
simply as trade routes but as strategic zones
essential to regional stability, economic
resilience, and defence readiness. Recognising
this, India has been working to secure its mar-
itime frontiers, particularly within the frame-
work of its Neighbourhood First Policy and
its vision of Security and Growth for All in
the Region (SAGAR). 

These principles aim not only to foster
regional collaboration but also to establish
India as a stabilising maritime power in the
Indian Ocean. One of the strongest mani-
festations of India’s maritime strategy has
been its deepening cooperation with coun-
tries like Mauritius. Recent Indo-Mauritius
coordination exemplifies India’s intent to
build an integrated network of partnerships,
especially in response to assertive moves by
other regional powers. This includes coun-
tering China’s growing influence through its
Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), military bases
such as the one in Djibouti, and the strategic
encirclement of India via the “String of
Pearls” doctrine. In response, India has forged
closer security partnerships with countries in
the Indian Ocean Region (IOR) such as Sri
Lanka, Maldives, Seychelles, Bangladesh, and

Mauritius. A coastal radar surveillance net-
work has been established, alongside the
Indian Ocean Region Information Fusion
Centre (IFC-IOR), which shares real-time
intelligence to enhance situational awareness.
These steps ensure that India remains agile in
detecting and responding to maritime threats.
India’s defence preparedness has also been for-
tified with procurements like the Indo-
Russian BrahMos supersonic cruise missile
and advanced components for its Air Force’s
MIG-29 jets. Parallelly, the Necklace of
Diamonds strategy — India’s response to
China’s “String of Pearls” — is bearing fruit
through naval partnerships and infrastructur-

al projects in Oman,
Myanmar, Chabahar
Port in Iran, and the
Changi Naval Base in
Singapore. 

Underpinning these
efforts is India’s Act East
Policy, which seeks to
reinforce economic, cul-
tural, and strategic ties
with East and Southeast
Asian nations. Through
an expanded network of
ports, high-quality med-
ical assistance, humani-

tarian relief, and joint patrolling initiatives,
India is also working to build a resilient and
secure Indo-Pacific architecture. Crucially, this
strategic reorientation demands not just
naval might but also consensus and diplomat-
ic cohesion. India has led calls for a unified
maritime policy across the IOR. The empha-

sis now lies in gathering all regional actors at
a common table to forge cooperative respons-
es to transnational challenges — ranging from
piracy and drug trafficking to terrorism, cyber-
crime, and climate-induced threats. India’s
leadership in climate action and sustainable
development has further bolstered its diplo-
matic credentials. The country has advocat-
ed for renewable energy cooperation and equi-
table access to technological resources among
developing nations. These initiatives not only
support the environmental resilience of small
island nations but also reinforce India’s role
as a responsible global actor. 

India’s trade volumes with its neighbour-
ing nations have surged significantly in the last
half-decade, reflecting the success of its
regional engagement strategy. The bolstered
economic ties are increasingly complement-
ed by military-to-military cooperation and
strategic dialogues, ensuring a multi-layered
relationship that transcends transactional
interests. In 2023, the Quad (comprising India,
the US, Japan, and Australia) took a decisive
step forward through the panel titled “The
Quad Squad: Power and Purpose of the
Polygon.” Member nations reiterated their
commitment to safeguarding the Pacific and
Indian Ocean regions. The Quad’s focus on
maritime security, resilient infrastructure, and
capacity-building for smaller nations aligns
perfectly with India’s SAGAR doctrine. 

This initiative also strengthens the Indian
Ocean Rim Association (IORA), where India’s
growing leadership continues to receive glob-
al acknowledgement. Looking ahead, there’s
a growing consensus on the need for a multi-

tiered strategic mechanism to safeguard mar-
itime trade routes, tackle piracy, and counter
emerging threats such as smuggling, cyber-
attacks, and transnational terrorism. Creating
resilient alliances that can jointly withstand the
impact of such challenges will remain central
to India’s foreign policy calculus. This collab-
orative spirit is not merely a reflection of
geopolitical necessity — it is also rooted in
India’s cultural philosophy of Vasudhaiva
Kutumbakam, the world as one family. The
idea is not just to defend borders but to co-
develop strategies that promote shared pros-
perity, regional equity, and timely support dur-
ing crises. In conclusion, India’s maritime and
strategic vision is undergoing a significant
transformation — blending realism with
regional empathy and diplomatic foresight.
From countering China’s BRI to building
strategic depth through its Necklace of
Diamonds, India is carving out a stable and
inclusive maritime architecture. 

By integrating security, economic, and
environmental priorities, India offers a
roadmap that blends traditional wisdom
with modern statecraft.The coming years will
be crucial. The success of India’s strategy lies
in its ability to ensure that new geopolitical
frameworks are inclusive, robust, and adapt-
able to the fast-evolving international order.
This approach will not only preserve region-
al peace and prosperity but will also project
India as a pivotal force in shaping the contours
of 21st-century global diplomacy.

Strategic realignment in a shifting world order
Against the backdrop of global instability, India is recalibrating its strategic posture. Anchored in a blend of realism, regional

engagement, and democratic values, India’s maritime vision is emerging as the mainstay of its foreign policy

SATISH 
BHATIA
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The emotional toll of vitiligo in India

The Maharashtra Government has withdrawn two Government
resolutions (GRs) related to the implementation of the three-language
policy in schools, following a fierce backlash from opposition parties

and civil society over what was perceived as the imposition of Hindi. Chief
Minister Devendra Fadnavis announced that a new committee headed by
noted educationist Dr Narendra Jadhav would re-examine the language
policy in detail and submit a report within three months. Until then, both
resolutions issued on April 16 and June 17 have been scrapped.

The controversy first erupted when the Government issued a GR in April
making Hindi a compulsory third language for students in Classes 1 to 5 in
English and Marathi medium schools. Opposition parties, including the
Shiv Sena (UBT), Nationalist Congress Party (Sharad Pawar faction), and
Maharashtra Navnirman Sena, termed the policy an attempt to erode
regional identity and promote a cultural homogenisation under the guise of
national integration. The resistance to Hindi is not unique to Maharashtra;
southern states like Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, Kerala, and Andhra Pradesh
have historically pushed back against any perceived attempt to promote
Hindi at the expense of their native languages. This opposition is rooted in a
mix of cultural pride, historical memory, and concerns about linguistic
equity. In states like Tamil Nadu, anti-Hindi agitations of the 1960s left a
deep imprint, shaping the political and cultural outlook for generations. In
Maharashtra, the assertion of Marathi identity has always played a central
role in political discourse. Any attempt to dilute this through what is seen as
a “national” agenda often provokes strong emotional and political
responses.  The core concern in these regions is that Hindi, already
dominant in the central Government and national media, is being imposed
through educational policies that ignore local linguistic contexts. Critics
argue that while students in non-Hindi-speaking states are expected to
learn Hindi, there is no reciprocal encouragement for Hindi-speaking
students to learn regional languages like Marathi, Tamil, or Kannada. This
one-sided policy direction fosters a sense of marginalisation and cultural
erosion. At its heart, this controversy is a reflection of India’s enduring
challenge: how to balance national integration with linguistic diversity. 

Language in India is more than a means of communication; it is an
emblem of identity, history, and emotional belonging. The issue is not with
learning Hindi per se, but with the manner in which it is introduced and the
lack of choice it implies. Voluntary, interest-driven language learning is
welcome. Coercive mandates, however, tend to backfire. Going forward,
Maharashtra’s decision to put the policy on hold and form an expert panel
is a step in the right direction. It acknowledges the need for dialogue,
consultation, and a broader consensus on something as sensitive as
language education. India’s strength lies in its linguistic diversity. Efforts to
unify the country through language should celebrate that plurality rather
than suppress it. As the panel led by Dr Jadhav begins its work, the hope is
that it will recommend a policy that upholds the rights of every child to learn
the language he wants.

Maharashtra withdraws its resolution to implement 3-
language policy after huge backlash in the state

Language imposition
row 

Trump’s rhetoric and the cost of chaos
US President Donald Trump’s recent outburst calling Iran’s
Supreme Leader “public enemy number one” is not only
diplomatically reckless but emblematic of the impulsive, per-
formative politics that defined his presidency. Iran’s con-
demnation of the remark as “disrespectful and con-
demnable” reflects a broader concern: Trump’s approach
to foreign policy often privileged provocation over prudence.

From abandoning the Iran nuclear deal and walking away
from climate commitments to cosying up with autocrats
and sparking trade wars, his tenure was marked by errat-
ic swings between isolationism and interventionism. The
result — strained alliances, emboldened adversaries, and
a world less stable. Now, as he angles for a return to power,
Trump’s inflammatory rhetoric seems more like campaign
theatre than credible policy. 

His comments risk inflaming already tense Middle East
dynamics, particularly in the wake of the Israel-Iran flare-
up. Meanwhile, his contradictory talk of a “very big” trade
deal with India, despite calling barrier removal “unimag-
inable,” mirrors the familiar pattern — grandstanding with
little substance. 

The tragedy isn’t just the poor choices — it’s how pre-
dictably they repeat. In seeking strength, he sowed division;
in chasing deals, he eroded trust. The world has grown weary
of the chaos he once called strategy. 

BHAGWAN THADANI| MUMBAI

India’s second man in space
Group Captain Shubhanshu Shukla has made all Indians
proud by being only the second Indian Astronaut to be
launched into Space and the first Indian to enter the
International Space Station (ISS) (634th person to be
aboard that ISS)! 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 18-minute conversa-
tion with Indian astronaut Shukla, who not only empha-
sised Earth’s unity from space and its alignment with
India’s values, but also said, “We see sunrise and sunset
16 times a day from orbit… Our nation is moving for-
ward at a very great pace…” 

And added, “India looks grand and bigger from space
than it does on the map.” Shubhanshu-Modi talk is rem-
iniscent of PM Indira Gandhi’s talk with Squadron Leader
Rakesh Sharma in 1984 when PM Indira Gandhi talked
LIVE with Rakesh Sharma. She asked what the Earth
looked like from above. Rakesh told Ms Gandhi that India
looks like ‘Sare Jahan se Achha’ from space. What a
thoughtful reply! I still remember that. And that is pre-
cisely what Subhanshu expressed, but using different
words (But from space, India appears truly grand —
majestic in scale and spirit). Interestingly, Rakesh Sharma
was sent to space with no charges, but the Modi
Government bought a seat in Axiom-4 for `548 Cr, or
$64 million for a 24-day stay. 

BIDYUT KUMAR CHATTERJEE |FARIDABAD  

Debate over ‘socialist’ and ‘secular’
Recently, some RSS members have started a debate in the
country that the words “Socialist” and “Secular” were orig-
inally not a part of the Constitution, but were added by The
Constitution (42nd Amendment) Act, 1976, during the
Emergency imposed by then Prime Minister Indira
Gandhi. The insertion of “socialist” aimed to emphasise
socialism as a goal and philosophy of the Indian state, with
a focus on eradicating poverty. The NDA Government is
already working to remove poverty in the country. The inclu-
sion of “secular” reinforced the idea of a secular state, treat-
ing all religions equally, maintaining neutrality, and not
endorsing any particular religion as a state religion. 

What is the objection to inserting these two words in the
Constitution? Rather, the Government should emphasise
implementing these words in letter and spirit instead of
indulging in unnecessary debate. The current debate over
the insertion of “Socialist” and “Secular” in the Constitution
distracts from their intended spirit. 

While it’s true these words were added during the 42nd
Amendment, their core values have always underpinned
India’s democratic ethos. Rather than questioning their legit-
imacy, the focus should be on realising these ideals in prac-
tice — by upholding religious neutrality and working sin-
cerely to eradicate poverty. Implementation, not revision-
ism, is the need of the hour.

SK KHOSLA | CHANDIGARH
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Humayun’s Tomb rises majestically above the moody monsoon clouds, a
familiar silhouette against the stormy sky. 
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The Prime Minister’s recent statement
(30.6.2025) that 95 crore Indians are
beneficiaries of social security schemes
raises a pertinent question — should this
be a matter of pride or concern? 

Out of 150 crore citizens, if 95 crore
rely on Government aid, it reflects the deep
economic distress faced by the majority.
For instance, 81 crore depend on free
ration, while in several states, women and
the elderly receive monthly stipends of
`1,500. Though these appear generous,
they are often politically driven gestures,
announced during elections without long-
term economic planning.

The real issue is that these schemes
offer short-term relief, not long-term
solutions. Five kilos of rice or a `1,500
handout cannot lift families out of poverty.
Meanwhile, Governments — both state
and central — grapple with mounting
debts, and such expansive welfare is
funded by borrowing or increased taxes
and fees. In Andhra Pradesh, the much-

hyped ‘Navaratnalu’ schemes were offset
by steep hikes in electricity tariffs, bus
fares, and house taxes, while essential
goods became increasingly unaffordable.
Healthcare schemes often end up
enriching private insurance firms and
hospitals, not safeguarding the poor.
Meanwhile, educated youth wait for jobs,
only to be offered unemployment
allowances instead of employment.What’s
more troubling is the parallel reality where
the rich are pampered — corporate tax
cuts, exemptions, waived loans — enabling
billionaires to thrive amidst growing
inequality. Despite rising GDP and India’s
rank as the fourth-largest economy, its
growth remains elite-centric. 

That’s perhaps why we are still only
invitees, not members — at G7 summits.
True welfare lies in empowerment, not
dependency. The need of the hour is to
create opportunities for self-reliance, not
perpetuate helplessness through doles.

AG RAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR

SOCIAL SECURITY SCHEMES -
A BOON OR A BAND-AID?

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than 400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



Climate change isn’t just about erratic rains, heat-
waves, and extreme weather events leading to
natural disasters; it’s silently and actively

wearing down the very backbone of our nation,
impacting its infrastructure and consequently its econ-
omy in a very subtle manner. India’s essential infra-
structures — from the highways and railways to power
grids, ports, airports, water systems, and telecom net-
works — are facing a growing crisis. 

As if in science fiction, railway tracks, originally
designed to operate within a limited temperature
range, are reported to be twisting like snakes in the
extreme summer heat, and newly paved roads melt
under one’s feet. In 2023, extreme heatwaves saw rail-
way tracks buckle and twist in places like Jharkhand’s
Dilwa station. Similar incidents were reported across
several states, leading to the deployment of special
monitoring teams, strict summer safety protocols, and
even speed restrictions on vulnerable sections to pre-
vent accidents. Our roads are suffering too. In April
2023, a brand-new 200-metre stretch of road in Surat,
connecting the Chandra Shekhar Azad Bridge to
Adajan Patiya, literally began to melt under scorch-
ing heat. This incident starkly highlighted how frag-
ile Indian roads become if they are not made from
climate-resilient materials and consider outdated tem-
perature thresholds. 

Excessive rains bring a different set of problems.
Rainwater seeps into tiny cracks developed due to
extreme weather conditions creating potholes and,
in severe cases, causing large road sections to collapse.
Considering that over 60 per cent of goods and 85
per cent of people in India depend on road transport,
such climate-induced damage is a huge threat. 

It impacts our safety, access to healthcare systems,
the efficiency of supply
chains for essential goods,
and ultimately, the coun-
try’s economic develop-
ment. The power supply
also feels the heat, quite
literally. Hydropower,
which makes up about 13
per cent of the country’s
energy, is at risk. Its
reliance on steady river
flows makes it vulnerable
to erratic monsoons,
landslides, and melting
glaciers, all of which can
disrupt power generation.

Similarly, thermal power plants, which provide
about 83 per cent of India’s electricity, need massive
amounts of water for cooling. This makes them
incredibly vulnerable, impacts generation capacity and
may trigger electricity shortfalls across critical
regions. The Parli thermal power station in
Maharashtra, crucial for its Marathwada region, has
faced repeated shutdowns due to dangerously low
reservoir levels. In March 2016, the 1,720 MW
Raichur Thermal Power Station in Karnataka was also
forced to shut several units amid severe water short-
ages. Between 2013 and 2016, 14 of India’s 20 largest

thermal utility firms had to suspend operations at var-
ious points due to insufficient water, causing an esti-
mated loss of `9,100 crore. With soaring heatwaves,
demand for electricity goes up pushing the power
grids to their limits.
Delhi’s power demand in
the summer of 2024
breached 8,300
megawatts — the highest
ever recorded in the
National Capital
Territory — placing
immense stress on the
city’s electrical infrastruc-
ture. The hot climate
and stressed electrical
infrastructure contribute
to a sharp rise in electri-
cal fires. The telecommu-
nication systems are under pressure since the mobile
towers, data centres, and internet cables are also at
risk from floods, strong winds, and extreme heat. Data
centres, needing cool environments, are at constant
risk of overheating during heat waves, threatening ser-
vice continuity. In addition to the civilian set-up, the
defence infrastructures are also increasingly exposed
to extreme weather conditions. 

On the coasts, cyclonic storms and coastal flood-
ing impact the naval facilities. The Hudhud in 2014,
for example, caused extensive damage to facilities on
the eastern coast. In the Himalayas, Indian Army posts
in high-altitude regions like Siachen and parts of
Ladakh do face the impact of glacial retreat and unpre-

dictable weather. Melting permafrost weakens foun-
dations, while sudden avalanches and flash floods pose
increasing risks to soldiers and supplies. In 2021, a
glacier burst in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district

destroyed bridges and roads critical to the region.The
vulnerability of urban infrastructure to climate-
change-related vagaries gets further increased due to
unplanned constructions on wetlands, blocking of
drains, paving of areas, and lack of infrastructure
upgradation. In Bengaluru, for example, rainfall in
September 2022 inundated major tech parks and
upscale housing complexes, causing the requirement
of an estimated `225 crore for repair to roads and
buildings, and restoration of businesses. Bengaluru’s
IT sector suffered major disruptions, with produc-
tivity losses running into millions. 

Chennai’s catastrophic floods in December 2015,
which killed over 400 people and caused thousands
of crores in property damage highlight the dangers
of ignoring urban hydrology and the impact of cli-
mate change. Mumbai’s vulnerability to flooding has
been on public display almost every monsoon sea-
son with the July 2005 deluge etched in memory: 944
mm of rainfall in a single day, claiming over 1,000
lives. In 2023, parts of central and east Delhi went
underwater, revealing that the capital’s aged and often
clogged drainage systems are easily overwhelmed by
erratic rainfall. The Hyderabad flash floods of
October 2020 were contributed by cloudbursts, deliv-
ering over 190 mm of rainfall in 24 hours. 

Over 70 people lost their lives, thousands were dis-
placed, and property damage was estimated at over
`8,000 crore. Again, the devastating impacts of
Cyclone Amphan in 2020 and Cyclone Yaas in 2021
laid bare the fragility of its urban systems in the wake
of extreme weather activities. While urban centres like
Guwahati are witnessing repeated waterlogging and

landslides; the 2013 Kedarnath disaster, floods in
Srinagar in 2014, and the unusually heavy rains in
2019 in Patna with immense damages therefrom are
a stark reminder of the urgent need to prioritise cli-
mate change preparedness. 

Insecurity over land and water is contributing to
rising conflicts between communities, especially in
regions where traditional resource-sharing systems
are breaking down under environmental stress. The
“climate-displaced” populations that comprise most-
ly poor people often lack legal protection and access
to adequate compensation, exacerbating existing
inequalities. 

Simultaneously, the burden on public institutions
— healthcare, forestry, sanitation, disaster response,
and policing — continues to grow, making it hard-
er for the state to deliver services equitably. The con-
ceptualisation of forests as a form of natural infra-
structure is gaining increasing traction, emphasising
their critical role in providing essential ecosystem ser-
vices that directly parallel those traditionally associ-
ated with human-built systems.

Much like engineered infrastructures, forests reg-
ulate hydrological cycles, contributing significantly
to flood control through water retention and grad-
ual release; and perform large-scale carbon seques-
tration, acting as vital sinks for atmospheric carbon
dioxide. This perspective can facilitate a shift towards
more sustainable planning and development practices
that integrate natural capital alongside convention-
al infrastructure investments. Climate-proofing
India’s future has no alternative. 

The recurring incidences of damage to infrastruc-
ture relatable to climate change expose dangerous
flaws in our infrastructure, much of which, built
decades ago, simply wasn’t designed for today’s cli-
mate extremes. 

India needs a major shift in how it plans and devel-
ops. It must design for the future (i.e., build infra-
structure that can withstand higher temperatures,
heavier rains, and stronger storms); protect natural
defences by restoring forests, lakes, wetlands, and
green spaces; implement land-use regulations that
consider climate risks; and prioritise funds for cli-
mate-resilient upgrades and advanced early warn-
ing systems. 

Simultaneously it must involve local communities
in planning and disaster preparedness and empow-
er them duly recognising their unique knowledge.
Addressing the emergent challenges requires not just
environmental action, but coordinated policy efforts
across urban development, environment, forestry,
health, and disaster management to ensure that cli-
mate resilience goes hand in hand with social justice
and national cohesion. Climate change is no longer
a distant threat; it’s here, impacting every aspect of
our lives. Addressing it isn’t just an 
environmental issue; it’s crucial for India’s econom-
ic stability, social well-being, and national security.
The time to act is now.

T20 cricket is often seen as a batsman’s game:
short boundaries, flat wickets, and power-
plays that favour hitting. But the approach

to building an innings has evolved enormously.
Is it fair to view T20 through the same lens as we
do cricket? The simple answer would be, yes, as
the bat, the ball and 11 players on each side are
present in T20, but the fact that ten wickets are
available to be spent in 120 balls fundamentally
alters the risk and reward, arguably making it an
entirely different game. T20 cricket is considered
the most volatile form of cricket.

In test and even ODI cricket, 90-95 per cent
of the time the best sides generally go on to win
the game. However, in T20 cricket, it’s fairly ran-
dom. In T20 cricket, even the best teams will have
a win percentage of 70 or 75 and the worst will
have a percentage of 40-45, so, the gulf in qual-
ity is not massive, and it’s very random and on
top of that you have a short season.

So judging teams on their tactics and intent
is a much better metric than results because
results in T20 cricket can be very random.
Because time is limited, each ball in T20
is a high-leverage event. Teams try to
optimise every delivery, making the
format heavily managed. Historically,
multiple players would adopt the role
of an anchor — someone who batted
conservatively to stabilise the innings.
But modern T20 tends to limit this
role to one or two players. “It all comes
down to knowing your game and the
opposition’s,” says ILT20 analyst
Kieran Parmley. “There’s almost no
batter who can’t score at a strike rate
of over 160 in the last four overs once
set. But if you take 45 balls to get
there, what use is that?” 

He cites Chris Gayle, who may take time early
but knows exactly which bowlers to target later,
as an example of effective pacing. Maximising 120
balls and 10 wickets is the key. The worst T20
innings? Scoring 160/2 — because preserving
wickets is pointless if you don’t maximise your
total. A famous example is Ajinkya Rahane’s
knock in the 2016 T20 World Cup semi-final. 

His 40 off 35 balls looked steady on paper, but
it took up nearly a third of the innings for just
20 per cent of the runs, slowing the scoring rate
and preventing more explosive batsmen from get-
ting a chance. India posted 192/2 but still lost
comfortably. 

Despite the drawbacks, many teams still use
anchors. Freddie Wilde, an analyst for Royal
Challengers Bangalore, argues that selecting an
anchor is a defensive tactic — like Jose Mourinho’s
football approach. “It lowers a batting side’s ceil-
ing but also reduces the chance of collapse.” He
believes anchors become more valuable as the
standard of cricket improves. Players like Virat

Kohli and Kane Williamson are better suited to
top-tier leagues like the IPL than second-tier
competitions like England’s T20 Blast, where raw
power is often enough. 

A team’s choice to include or omit an anchor
reflects its philosophy. England, for instance, left
out technically solid Joe Root in favour of
power hitters like Jos Buttler and Jonny Bairstow,
aiming to out-hit opponents. Australia, with a
stronger bowling attack, often used Steve Smith
as an anchor, comfortable defending slightly lower
totals. The strategy paid off with their first T20
World Cup title in 2021. 

Another key debate in T20 strategy is when to
deploy your best batsmen. Some argue they
should be open to exploit field restrictions, but
others like analyst Alagappan Vijaykumar believe
the best should bat in the middle overs. 

“A number four batter needs to be versatile: if
they come in at 10/2, they must rebuild cautious-
ly; at 100/2, they must attack immediately. They
face the dual pressure of maintaining momentum

while protecting wickets.” 
Fluid batting orders have become com-
mon since the mid-2000s when Rahul
Dravid and Greg Chappell experi-
mented with adjusting the lineup
based on the game context. Now, with
data-driven match-ups, teams often
hold bowlers back for specific bats-
men, complicating the job of middle-
order players even more. 

A number six batter’s role is also
particularly tough. Unlike a number
four, they rarely get time to settle. “You
used to need just range as a finisher,”
says Vijaykumar. “Now you need
brute power to counter high-speed,
hard-length deliveries, or you need to

pair different skill-sets — like Dinesh Karthik’s
range with Andre Russell’s power at KKR.” T20
is often portrayed as a bowler’s nightmare, but
the reality is more nuanced. While batting tech-
niques have improved, bowling has also advanced
through analytics, smarter variations like the wob-
ble seam, and faster pitches. “If you watch dis-
missals from the ‘50s and ‘60s, you’d be shocked
at how poor some shots were. Today’s bowlers are
as sharp as the batters,” says Vijaykumar.
Ultimately, T20 is a distinct format requiring dis-
tinct tactics. Each delivery carries weight.

Picking when, and how to deploy your best
players — anchors, power hitters, or middle-order
maestros — determines success more than sheer
batting or bowling quality. In a game defined by
volatility and thin margins, understanding the
interplay of roles and risk is what separates the
merely good from the truly great sides.

Moradabad, formerly known as Chaupala
and also called Rustam Nagar, is one of the
largest industrial cities in western Uttar

Pradesh. Nestled on the gentle banks of the
Ramganga River, it has long drawn water for its kilns
and workshops — its artisans skillfully transform-
ing molten brass into heirloom pieces. Today,
Moradabad’s handicraft industry and artistic brass-
ware jewelry are celebrated across continents,
earning it the affectionate nickname “Pital Nagri,”
or Brass City.

Moradabad sits 165 km east of New Delhi on NH
24 (now NH 9), a crucial highway bustling with
trucks, buses, and aspirations heading towards
Lucknow and beyond. For local entrepreneurs, NH
24 is more than just pavement; it represents a
promise of timely deliveries and access to new mar-
ket frontiers. Thanks to the Hapur–Moradabad six-
laning project, which opened in March 2022, the
travel time to the capital has already been reduced
by almost 30 per cent. Proposed upgrades — a
regional airport, a 60 m-wide ring road, and a 36
m industrial corridor — are poised to further weave
Moradabad into India’s economic tapestry.Under the
Moradabad Master Plan 2031, city planners plot an
ambitious trajectory for growth and inclusion. A
mega-MSME park and handicraft village will unite
designers, producers, and exporters beneath one roof
— transforming scattered workshops into a cohe-
sive campus. The brass industry powerhouse
already hosts 30,000–40,000 units, and recent
diversification into steel, aluminium, and
iron goods has bolstered resilience when global
demand fluctuates. Complementing this is an
Industrial Logistics Park and Knowledge City —
spaces where young engineers prototype new
tools and entrepreneurs pitch digital solutions. The
transport infrastructure projects will link the SEZ’s
58 operational units directly to the city’s industri-
al zone, leveraging NH-24’s logistic advantages.

Moradabad’s civic landscape is undergoing a quiet
renaissance under the Smart City initiative. High-
definition CCTV cameras now pepper major
junctions. Digital traffic signals adjust in real time
to ease morning jams, and a user-friendly online
grievance portal ensures that if a streetlight fails or
a pothole appears, a single click sets local teams in
motion. At the heart of it all, NH 24 serves as both
backbone and barometer — its steady flow mirror-
ing the city’s rhythm.

Riding this growth wave, enhanced accessibility
and industrial spill have ignited a real-estate boom
along the NH 24 corridor. In New Moradabad,
young families now settle into gleaming apartment
towers. Property values have surged by 15–20 per
cent in recent years, driven as much by repeat home-
buyers seeking community as by corporate leases
for warehouses and office parks. Master-planned
townships boast verdant green belts and clubhous-
es, while smaller enclaves celebrate Moradabad’s her-
itage through brass-themed public art and bustling

weekend bazaars. As infrastructure steadily reshapes
the urban fabric of Moradabad, a quiet transforma-
tion is taking place, people are aligning their lifestyle
choices with better-planned spaces and emerging
corridors of opportunity. New Moradabad is

becoming the city’s most promis-
ing zone for both living and

investment.
Led by the Moradabad

Development Authority
(MDA) and prominent pri-
vate developers, over 1,000
acres have been earmarked
for integrated development,
featuring residential com-
plexes, commercial hubs,
educational zones, and
abundant green spaces.

The appeal is affordable,
yet backed by state-planned
infrastructure and rising

end-user demand, without
the crowding of metros. Whether you’re looking to
build, invest, or settle, New Moradabad offers a rare
combination: the calm of a growing city and the con-
fidence of planned progress. It’s not just a place on
the map, it’s a destination taking shape with pur-
pose. Healthcare, too, is emerging from its tradition-
al cocoon. By July 2025, Moradabad will host one
of Uttar Pradesh’s twelve advanced food and drug
testing laboratories — an institution as vital to farm-
ers and pharmacists as the kilns are to artisans. 

Here, grain samples and medicine vials under-
go rigorous quality checks. The forthcoming
Medicity promises tertiary-care specialties from car-
diology suites to maternity wings for helping fam-
ilies once forced to travel hours for treatment. Many
health care precincts, combining modern hospitals,
specialty clinics (cardiology, oncology, orthopedics),
including traditional wellness centers (Ayurveda,
Yoga), are being established on the same campus.

While diagnostic hubs and proposed medical col-
leges boost research. To meet the demands, there’s
a hospital boom — leading specialty chains and
upgrades to the District Census Hospital along NH
24 reduce patient travel times, offering lower
costs, private-room comforts, and green corridor
transfers. Moradabad is steadily establishing itself
as an educational, medical, and financial hub even
for the smaller towns and rural belts that surround
it. Financially, Moradabad’s growing network of
banks, fintech services, and MSME-friendly insti-
tutions support not just the city but all nearby regions
without the need to travel to metro cities.

Education and services form Moradabad’s rising
undercurrent. Technical institutes offer courses in
metallurgy and design, with students learning both
CAD software and traditional repoussé tech-
niques.  Concurrently, the services sector — IT sup-
port for export documentation, logistics consultan-
cies, hospitality ventures — now employs a grow-
ing cohort of graduates. Afternoon chai discussions
in college canteens often pivot from exam stress to
startup dreams, reflecting a city where heritage and
innovation converse at every corner.Moradabad’s
story is one of dynamic equilibrium: honoring ances-
tral skill even as highways widen, nurturing small-
scale artisans even as mega-parks rise. Its strategic
perch on NH 24 has unlocked opportunities
across industrial, residential, healthcare, and edu-
cational sectors, while a clear Master Plan lays out
milestones for the coming decades. In every clink
of brass, every new road sign, and every skyline sil-
houette, you sense a city writing its next chapter —
one that marries the warmth of handmade crafts
with the pulse of modern ambition. Crafted in the
spirit of Moradabad’s artisans and the promise of
NH 24, where every mile tells a story of heritage
reborn and horizons expanded.

From ancient kilns to smart city: The
metamorphosis of Moradabad
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From roads that melt in summer heat to power plants shutting down for lack of water, and telecom networks buckling under extreme weather stress,
India’s highways, railways, energy grids, ports, and defence posts are increasingly vulnerable to climate shocks

(The writers are Former Principal Chief Conservator of Forests,
UP and Maharashtra. Views expressed are personal)

(The author is the Director of Lohia Worldspace. 
Views are personal)

(The writer is a sports journalist. 
Views are personal) 
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THE TELECOMMUNICATION
SYSTEMS ARE UNDER PRESSURE
SINCE THE MOBILE TOWERS, DATA
CENTRES, AND INTERNET CABLES
ARE ALSO AT RISK FROM FLOODS,

STRONG WINDS, AND EXTREME
HEAT. DATA CENTRES, NEEDING

COOL ENVIRONMENTS, 
ARE AT CONSTANT RISK OF

OVERHEATING DURING HEAT
WAVES, THREATENING 
SERVICE CONTINUITY
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ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Barcelona (Spain)

Many of the world’s
nations are gather-
ing starting
Monday in Spain

for a high-level conference to
tackle the growing gap between
rich and poor nations and try
to drum up trillions of dollars
needed to close it.

The United States, previous-
ly a major contributor, pulled its
participation, so finding fund-
ing will be tough.

The four-day Financing for
Development meeting in the
southern city of Seville is tak-
ing place as many countries face
escalating debt burdens, declin-

ing investments, decreasing
international aid and increasing
trade barriers. “Financing is the
engine of development. And
right now, this engine is sput-
tering,” United Nations
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres said in his opening
comments at the conference.
“We are here in Sevilla to
change course, to repair and rev
up the engine of development
to accelerate investment at the
scale and speed required.”

The UN and Spain, the con-
ference co-hosts, believe the
meeting is an opportunity to
reverse the downward spiral,
close the staggering USD 4
trillion annual financing gap to
promote development, bring

millions of people out of
poverty and help achieve the
UN’s wide-ranging and badly
lagging Sustainable
Development Goals for 2030.

Even though the gathering
comes amid global econom-
ic uncertainty and high

geopolitical tensions, there is
hope among the hosts that the
world can address one of the
most important global chal-
lenges — ensuring all people
have access to food, health
care, education and water.

“The government of Spain

believes that this summit is an
opportunity for us to change
course, for us to raise our voice
in the face of those who seek to
convince us that rivalry and
competition will set the tone for
humanity and for its future,”
Spanish Prime Minister Pedro
Sanchez told the delegates as he
inaugurated the conference.

The ambitious package seeks
to reverse decline in develop-
ment High-level delegations,
including more than 70 world
leaders, are attending in Seville,
the UN said, along with sever-
al thousand others from inter-
national financial institutions,
development banks, philan-
thropic organisations, the pri-
vate sector and civil society.

At its last preparatory meet-
ing on June 17, the United
States rejected the 38-page out-
come document that had been
negotiated for months by the
UN’s 193 member nations and
announced its withdrawal from
the process and from the Seville
conference.

The rest of the countries
then approved the document by

consensus and sent it to Seville,
where it is expected to be
adopted by conference partic-
ipants without changes. It will
be known as the Seville
Commitment — or
Compromiso de Sevilla in
Spanish. The document says the
leaders and high-level represen-
tatives have decided to launch
“an ambitious package of
reforms and actions to close the
financing gap with urgency,”
saying it is now estimated at
USD 4 trillion a year. 

Among the proposals and
actions, it calls for minimum
tax revenue of 15 per cent of a
country’s gross domestic prod-
uct to increase government
resources, a tripling of lending
by multilateral development
banks, and scaling up private
financing by providing incen-
tives for investing in critical
areas like infrastructure. It also
calls for a number of reforms to
help countries deal with 
rising debt. 

UN trade chief Rebeca
Grynspan said recently that
“development is going back-

ward” and the global debt cri-
sis has worsened. 

Last year, 3.3 billion people
were living in countries that pay
more interest on their debts
than they spend on health or
education - and the number will
increase to 3.4 billion people
this year, according to
Grynspan. 

And developing countries
will pay USD 947 billion to ser-
vice debts this year, up from
USD 847 billion last year.

She spoke at a press confer-
ence where an expert group on
debt appointed by Guterres
presented 11 recommendations
that they say can resolve the
debt crisis, empower borrowing
countries and create a fairer sys-
tem. US objections to the doc-
ument

While the US objected to
many actions in the outcome
document, American 
diplomat Jonathan Shrier told
the June 17 meeting: “Our
commitment to international
cooperation and long-term eco-
nomic development remains
steadfast.” 

Scorching temperatures grip Europe
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Ankara (Turkiye)

Forest fires fanned by high
winds and hot, dry
weather damaged some

holiday homes in Turkiye as a
lingering heat wave that has
cooked much of Europe led
authorities to raise warnings
and tourists to find ways to
beat the heat on Monday. 

A heat dome hovered over
an arc from France, Portugal
and Spain to Turkiye, while
data from European forecast-
ers suggested other countries
were set to broil further in
coming days. New highs are
expected on Wednesday before
rain is forecast to bring respite
to some areas later this week. 

“Extreme heat is no longer
a rare event - it has become the
new normal,” tweeted UN
Secretary-General Antonio
Guterres from Seville, Spain,
where temperatures were
expected to hit 42 Celsius
(nearly 108 Fahrenheit) on
Monday afternoon. 

Reiterating his frequent calls
for action to fight climate
change, Guterres added: “The
planet is getting hotter and
more dangerous - no country
is immune.” In France, which
was almost entirely sweltering
in the heatwave on Monday
and where air conditioning
remains relatively rare, local

and national authorities were
taking extra effort to care for
homeless and elderly people
and people working outside. 

Some tourists were putting
off plans for some rigorous
outdoor activities.

“We were going to do a bike
tour today actually, but we
decided because it was gonna
be so warm not to do the bike
tour,” said Andrea Tyson, 46,
who was visiting Paris from
New Philadelphia, Ohio.

Authorities in Portugal
issued a red heat warning for
seven of 18 districts as temper-
atures were forecast to hit 43
degrees Celsius, a day after log-
ging a record June temperature
of 46.6 degrees C. Almost all
inland areas were at high risk
of wildfires.

In Turkiye, forest fires

fanned by strong winds dam-
aged some holiday homes in
Izmir’s Doganbey region and
forced the temporary closure
of the airport in Izmir, the
state-run Anadolu Agency
reported. Authorities evacuat-
ed four villages as a precaution,
the Forestry Ministry said. 

In Italy, the Health Ministry
put 21 cities under its level
three “red” alert, which indi-
cates “emergency conditions
with possible negative effects”
on healthy, active people as
well as at-risk old people, chil-
dren and chronically ill people. 

Regional governments in
northwestern Liguria and
southern Sicily in Italy put
restrictions on outdoor work,
such as construction and agri-
cultural labour, during the
peak heat hours.

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Hovelte (Denmark)

Peering across a dense
stretch of woodland
outside of Denmark's

capital with camouflage
paint smeared across her
face, 20-year-old Katrine
scans the horizon for
approaching threats.

After nearly four months
of military training, the
young soldier and the rest of
her unit spent early June
completing their final exer-
cises near the Danish army's
barracks in Hovelte, 25 kilo-
metres north of
Copenhagen.

Katrine and other female
soldiers, all of whom spoke
to The Associated Press on
June 11 on the condition that
only their first names be
used because of operational
security, volunteered for mil-
itary service earlier this year.
Until now, that was the only
way for women to be part of
the armed forces.

The Scandinavian country
is seeking to increase the
number of young people in
the military by extending
compulsory enlistment to
women for the first time.
Men and women can both
still volunteer, and the
remaining places will be
filled by a gender-neutral
draft lottery.

"In the situation the world
is in now, it's needed,"
Katrine said. "I think it's only
fair and right that women
participate equally with
men." Under new rules
passed by Denmark's parlia-
ment earlier in June, Danish
women who turn 18 after
Tuesday will be entered into
the lottery system, on equal
footing with their male com-
patriots. The change comes
against a backdrop of
Russian aggression and
growing military investment
across NATO countries.

Russia's looming threat
Even from the relative

safety of Denmark, Russia's

full-scale invasion of
Ukraine casts its shadow.
Lessons from the Ukrainian
battlefields have even fil-
tered down into their train-
ing."That makes it very real,"
Katrine said.

Denmark's gender-parity
reforms were originally out-
lined in 2024 as part of a
major defense agreement.
The program was originally
expected to be implemented
by early 2027, but has been
brought forward to sum-
mer 2025. Col. Kenneth
Strom, head of the conscrip-
tion program, told AP the
move is based on "the cur-
rent security situation".
"They could take part in
NATO collective deterrence,"
Strom added. "Raising the
number of conscripts, that
would simply lead to more
combat power."

Denmark, a nation of 6
million people, has about
9,000 professional troops.
The new arrangement is
expected to bring up to

6,500 annual conscripts by
2033, up from 4,700 last
year.

Under Danish law, all
physically fit men over age
18 are called up for military
service. But because there are
usually enough volunteers,
there's a lottery system so not
all young men serve.
Women, by contrast, could
only volunteer previously,
making up roughly a quar-
ter of 2024's cohort.

"Some will probably be
very disappointed being cho-
sen to go into the military,"
Anne Sofie, part of Katrine's
cohort of volunteers, said of
the new female conscripts.
"Some will probably be sur-
prised and like it a lot more
than they think they would."

The duration of service is
also being extended from
four to 11 months.
Conscripts will first spend
five months in basic training,
followed by six months of
operational service, plus
additional lessons.

Global summit seeks trillions to fight poverty — US absent

F1 delivers Apple biggest big-screen hit
ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n New York

Apple has its first box-
office hit. “F1 The
Movie” debuted with

USD 55.6 million in North
American theatres and USD
144 million globally over the
weekend, according to studio
estimates Sunday, handing the
tech company easily its biggest
opening yet.

Though Apple Original
Films has had some notable
successes in its six years in
Hollywood — including the
2021 Oscar-winner “CODA” —
its theatrical results have been
decidedly mixed. Misfires like
“Argylle” and “Fly Me to the

Moon” and big-budget awards
plays like Ridley Scott’s
“Napoleon” and Martin
Scorsese’s “Killers of the Flower
Moon” have been better at dri-
ving viewers to Apple TV+ than
movie theatres.

But “F1” was Apple’s first
foray into summer blockbuster
territory. It won a bidding war
for the project from much of
the production team behind the
2022 box-office smash “Top
Gun: Maverick”. Apple then
partnered with Warner Bros to
distributed the film starring
Brad Pitt, Damson Idris and
Kerry Condon. With a produc-
tion budget over USD 200 mil-
lion, “F1” still has several laps
to go to turn a profit. But for

now, “F1” is full speed ahead.
“The film’s outstanding debut
reflects both the excitement of
Formula 1 and the deeply emo-
tional and entertaining story
crafted by the entire cast and
creative team,” said Zack Van
Amburg, who heads worldwide
video for Apple with Jamie
Erlicht. “Their dedication and
innovation have fuelled an
unforgettable cinematic expe-
rience.”

Car racing movies have often
struggled in theaters; crash-
and-burn cases include Ron
Howard’s “Rush” (2013) and
Michael Mann’s “Ferrari”
(2023). But “F1” built off the
Formula 1 fandom stirred up by
the popular series “Formula 1:

Spain’s PM Pedro Sanchez (left) speaks with UN Secretary-General  Antonio Guterres, as they pose for a photo with nation
leaders and representatives, at the start of the four-day Financing for Development meeting in Seville on Monday PTI

Women to be drafted into Danish military
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE
n London/New Delhi

In a thrilling culmination
of linguistic wit and men-
tal agility, Team England
made a clean sweep at the

first-ever World Cryptic
Crossword Championship —
Team Championship, held at
The Nehru Centre, London.
The prestigious event saw
Mark Goodliffe, the 13 times
winner of the Times
Crossword Championship,
clinching the WCCC 2025-
World Cup champion’s title,
followed by Colin Thomas as
the first runner-up, and John
Henderson securing the third
spot, firmly establishing
England’s dominance in the
global cryptic crossword arena.

Rounding off the top six
were Philip Coote from
Australia, Matthew Marcus
from the USA, and Shashwat
Salgaonkar from India, who
showcased formidable skill
and earned international
acclaim in a contest that
brought together elite cross-
word solvers and setters from
across continents.

The first ranker amongst the
Winners of WCCC 2025
World Cup is Mark Goodliffe
(England) followed by Colin
Thomas (England) as first
runner-up and John
Henderson (England) as the
second runner-up. Philip
Coote (Australia) stood at 4th,
Matthew Marcus (USA) at

5th and Shashwat Salgaonkar
from India at 6th. The contest
was conceptualized and organ-
ised by Extra-C, under the
leadership of Vivek Singh,
President of the World
Crossword Federation
(WCWF), with the goal of
establishing a global stage for
crossword excellence.
“Crossword puzzles have
endured for over 111 years-
older than many celebrated
sports,” said Singh during the
inaugural address.

“Despite their rich her-
itage and global following,
crossword setters and solvers
have rarely enjoyed the inter-
national  spot l ight  they
deserve. The WCCC was
born out of that desire to cre-
ate a world platform-one that
would honour, celebrate, and
inspire the cruciverbalist
community. London, being
the spiritual birthplace of
the crossword, was the natur-
al choice for this momentous
beginning,” said Singh.  

The event was inaugurated
by Naorem J Singh (IFS),
Director of The Nehru Centre,
London, who served as the
Chief Guest and applauded the
championship for bridging
cultural and intellectual bor-
ders through a shared love of
language, according to a Press
release by the organiser.  

The competition unfolded
in two high-stakes rounds: In
the Preliminary Round (Off-
Stage), all participants were
challenged to solve two
demanding cryptic crossword
puzzles in just 60 minutes.
Performance was judged on
accuracy and time. The Final
Round (On-Stage) brought
the six top scorers into the
spotlight for a dramatic cold-
solve of two cryptic grids-no
letters revealed-in a quiz-style
face-off.

Veteran crossword expert
Ochintya Sharma masterfully
conducted the high-stakes on-
stage round, captivating both
participants and the audience
with his trademark charm,
intellectual agility, and crisp
delivery. With years of experi-
ence in the world of cryptic
clues, he effortlessly balanced
intensity with humor, offering
insightful commentary and
maintaining an engaging
tempo throughout the contest.

“The difficulty level and
quality of the puzzles were
exceptional. It’s wonderful to
see an event that unites the
global crossword community

in such a meaningful way,” said
Mick Hodgkin, Puzzle Editor
at The Times. Suzie Mesure, a
prominent crossword colum-
nist, spotlighted a powerful
shift in the puzzle communi-
ty. “English cryptic crosswords
have long been male-dominat-
ed. It was encouraging to see
women like Jeane Willson
(UK), Anicha Rebuam
(Germany), and Sowmya
Ramkumar (Bahrain) actively
competing and excelling. This
contest is helping challenge the
norms and open doors for new
voices-especially young female
setters,” Mesure added.

Vinayak Ekbote, Vice
President of the Crossword
Association of Delhi, brought
a perfect blend of poise, wit,
and command to the stage as
he expertly moderated the
entire event. His articulate
commentary, seamless transi-
tions, and deep understanding
of crossword culture added
depth and dynamism to the
proceedings, ensuring the
championship unfolded with
energy, clarity, and finesse.

The World Cryptic
Crossword Contest — Team
Championship is the first glob-
al initiative dedicated to cele-
brating cryptic crossword
excellence. Founded by Extra-
C and endorsed by the World
Crossword Federation, the
WCCC seeks to elevate cross-
words to a competitive and
cultural phenomenon on par
with international mind sports.

Death toll in rain related
incidents rises to 45 in Pakistan
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Islamabad

Another seven people
were killed in the past 24
hours in rain related

incidents in Pakistan, bringing
the death toll to 45, according
to official data released on
Monday.The National Disaster
Management Authority
(NDMA) in its latest update
said seven more people died,
including four in Balochistan,
two in Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa,
and one in Punjab.

It said 68 people have been

injured since the pre-mon-
soon spell of rains began on
June 26.

Khyber Pakhtunkhwa
province in northwest Pakistan
was the worst hit with 21 casu-
alties, according to the NDMA
website.

It said another 13 people
were killed in Punjab, seven in
Sindh, and four died in
Balochistan province.

At least 39 people have been
injured in Punjab, 16 in Sindh,
11 in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa,
and two in Balochistan, it said.

As many as 50 houses have

been fully damaged and 39 par-
tially damaged while 55 ani-
mals killed as rains wreak
havoc in different parts of the
country.

The NDMA said roads and
bridges were also damaged
due to rains.

The monsoon weather sys-
tem annually brings rains in the
vast Indian sub-continent
region, including Pakistan.

Rain triggered floods in 2022
inundated a third of Pakistan,
leaving 1,737 people dead and
causing widespread destruction
across the country.

Chinese Communist Party membership
crosses 100 million: Internal Report
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n Beijing

China’s ruling Communist
Party’s membership has
crossed the 100 million

mark, a report said on Monday.
The CPC, founded in 1921, had
more than 100.27 million
members at the end of 2024, up
by nearly 1.09 million from
2023, the report released by the
Central Organisation
Department (COD) of the 
CPC said.

The CPC had 5.25 million
primary-level organisations at
the end of 2024, an increase of
74,000 compared with the pre-
vious year.Headed by Chinese
President Xi Jinping, the CPC
is one of the few Communist
parties in power.

Vietnam, Laos, Cuba and
North Korea are governed by
the parties claiming ideological
affiliation to Marxism and
Socialism.

Analysts say the growth of
the CPC membership was
slow due to stricter screening
by the COD, the party’s top
personnel office, the Hong
Kong based South China Post
reported.

The membership data for
the previous year was released
a day ahead of the July 1 cel-
ebrations marking the party’s
founding.

While CPC membership is
sought after for its political
influence, the members are
subjected to much tighter
regulations, including mem-
bership fees of up to two per

cent of their monthly pay,
which goes into the party
funds, and regular attendance
at party meetings and basic
organisational “cell” activi-
ties, the Post said.

By the end of 2024, there
were 21.42 million applicants
waiting in line, an increase of
440,000 applicants over 2023,
according to the COD data.

The CPC had nearly 31 mil-
lion female members, account-
ing for 30.9 per cent of its total
membership, up 0.5 percentage
points from the previous year,
Xinhua reported.

The proportion of mem-
bers from ethnic minority
groups remained at 7.7 per
cent. Workers and farmers
accounted for about 33 per
cent of all CPC members.

Lithuania, Philippines sign pact to build alliance against aggression 
ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Manila

The Philippines and
Lithuania signed an agreement
to build a security alliance
resulting from their mutual
alarm over what they perceive

as growing aggression threaten-
ing their regions by countries
such as China.

The memorandum of under-
standing signed Monday in
Manila by Philippine Defence
Secretary Gilberto Teodoro Jr.
And his Lithuanian counter-

part, Dovile Sakaliene, would
foster defence cooperation par-
ticularly in cyber security,
defence industries, munitions
production, addressing threats
and maritime security, the
Department of National
Defence in Manila said.

Sakaliene described
Lithuania’s alarm over an
emerging “authoritarian axis”
of Russia, China, North Korea
and Iran, which she raised in an
international defence forum
in Singapore last month.

The emerging alliance need-

ed to be confronted by a uni-
fied response from pro-democ-
racy countries, she said.

“What we see now is that
authoritarian states are really
cooperating very efficiently,”
Sakaliene said at a news confer-
ence with Teodoro. “One of the

worst results is the cooperation
on Ukraine.” “Their joint
actions are threatening the free
world, are threatening the
democracy in this world … and
we do not have a luxury to
allow this to be annihilated,”
she added.

Chinese officials did not
immediately comment on the
remarks. Sakaliene cited
China’s actions toward Taiwan
and Filipino fishermen in the
disputed South China Sea,
which Beijing has claimed vir-
tually in its entirety. The

Philippines, Vietnam, Malaysia,
Taiwan and Brunei have been
involved in prolonged territo-
rial standoffs but confronta-
tions between Chinese and
Philippine coast guard and
naval forces have particularly
spiked in recent years.

Team England makes clean sweep at
World Cryptic Crossword Contest

World Cup winner Mark Goodlife on the right and runner-up Colin Thomas
on the left with President of World Crossword Federation Vivek Singh 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Mumbai

RBI Governor Sanjay
Malhotra on Monday
said financial stability,
like price stability, is a

necessary condition for boosting
economic growth even as he
flagged that structural shifts in the
global economy are making pol-
icy interventions challenging.

“Financial sector regulators
remain committed to protecting
customers, promoting competi-
tion and fostering innovation as
they strike the right balance
between improving efficiency
and growth, and safety and
soundness,” he said in the fore-
word to the Financial Stability
Report (FSR) for June.

According to the governor,
there are many structural shifts
that are reshaping the global
economy, including growing
fragmentation in trade, rapid
technological disruption, ongo-
ing climate change and protract-
ed geopolitical hostilities.

“They make economic fore-
casts difficult and policy inter-
ventions challenging. Therefore,
even as they navigate through
the fog of uncertainty, it is

imperative for central banks
and financial sector regulators to
remain vigilant, prudent and
agile in safeguarding their
economies and financial sys-
tems,” he said.

Malhotra also highlighted
that “financial stability, like price
stability, is a necessary condition,
and not a sufficient one to boost
India’s potential growth”. As
custodians of financial stability,
he said, the efforts are to devel-
op a well-functioning financial
system that not only promotes
macroeconomic stability but

also provides financial services
efficiently. Amid global uncer-
tainties, he said, the Indian
economy remains a key driver of
global growth. “Growth
momentum is buoyed by strong
domestic growth drivers, sound
macroeconomic fundamentals
and prudent policies.
Nonetheless, external spillovers
and weather-related events could
pose downside risks to growth,”
he said. The outlook for infla-
tion, on the other hand, is
benign and there is greater con-
fidence in the durable alignment

of inflation with the Reserve
Bank’s target, he said.

As this edition of the FSR
highlights, the resilience of the
domestic financial system is
continuously improving, bol-
stered by strong capital buffers,
low non-performing loans and
robust profitability, he said.

Results of stress tests reaffirm
the strength of the banking and
non-banking sectors with cap-
ital levels projected to remain
well above the regulatory min-
imum even under adverse shock
scenarios, he said, adding that

the healthy balance sheets of cor-
porates, banks and non-banking
financial companies (NBFCs)
augur well for the economy.

Observing that tariffs by the
US administration in April has
set in motion a new paradigm
in trade and economic policy, he
said geopolitical risks remain
elevated.

The ensuing policy uncertain-
ty and unpredictability will
influence global growth, he said,
adding, international agencies,
including the IMF, the OECD
and the World Bank, have
revised growth downwards.
Against this backdrop, near-
term global financial stability
risks have increased and the
market turbulence in April was
a stark reminder of how existing
vulnerabilities in the global
financial system are amplified by
sudden shocks. Though finan-
cial markets have stabilised after
this episode, he said they remain
volatile and highly sensitive to
economic and geopolitical devel-
opments.

Globally, he said, risks asso-
ciated with elevated public debt
and possibilities of further cor-
rections in asset prices remain
high.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Bareilly

Union Agriculture
Minister Shivraj Singh
Chouhan on Monday

stressed that a developed agri-
cultural sector and prosperous
farmers are essential to achiev-
ing the goal of ‘Viksit Bharat’
(developed India).

Speaking at the 11th convo-
cation ceremony of the Indian
Veterinary Research Institute
(IVRI) here, the minister
emphasised the importance of
taking up integrated farming,
which combines crop cultiva-
tion, animal husbandry and
related agri activities, to make
agriculture profitable.

“Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has resolved to build a
developed India and under his
leadership, a massive cam-
paign is underway to build a
grand, glorious, prosperous
and developed India.

“But to achieve ‘Viksit
Bharat’, a developed agriculture
sector and prosperous farmers
are essential in which animal
husbandry has a very big con-
tribution,” the minister said.

Chouhan, who is popularly

known as mama (maternal
uncle), addressed the passing
out students as priye vidyarthee
bhaanje aur bhaanjiyo (dear
nephews and nieces).

“IVRI is not just an institute,
but (it is) the base of India’s
rural lifestyle, animal hus-
bandry culture and scientific
advancement... “Scientists who
passed out from here have
given direction not only to the
country but also to the world
in the field of veterinary sci-
ence, rural development, liveli-
hood, milk production, vaccine
research, disease diagnosis and
biosecurity,” Chouhan said. He
called upon the students to use

their education for the coun-
try’s growth and development.

“Agriculture cannot become
a profitable business without
animal husbandry. Only crops
will not suffice. A new concept
of integrated farming in which
animal husbandry is done
along with farming. There are
other dimensions to it too.

“Therefore, animal hus-
bandry is very important even
today and therefore there is no
doubt that we have done amaz-
ing work in this field, but there
is a need to keep working con-
tinuously in the future,” the
Union minister asserted.

Later, in a post on X in

Hindi, Chouhan said, “Today,
I had the privilege of participat-
ing in the convocation ceremo-
ny organised at ICAR - Indian
Veterinary Research Institute
(IVRI) located in Bareilly, Uttar
Pradesh, in the dignified pres-
ence of the Honourable
President Droupadi Murmu
Ji... “I extend my heartiest con-
gratulations and best wishes to
all the newly initiated students
for a bright future. The nation
will surely benefit from your
knowledge, your spirit of ser-
vice and your energy,”
Chouhan said on X.

He added that animal hus-
bandry is extremely important
for the rural economy.

“Even today, a large part of
livelihood in villages depends
on animal husbandry and relat-
ed activities. Without this,
farming cannot become a prof-
itable business.

“I am confident that all of
you will play an active role in
the resolution of ‘Viksit Bharat’
(Developed India) and ‘Viksit
Krishi’ (Developed
Agriculture) and will make
the vision of respected Prime
Minister Shri @narendramodi
ji a reality,” Chouhan said on X.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n New Delhi

India Inc must play a
responsible role for “inclu-
sive and environmentally

responsible” growth of the
country, even as the govern-
ment is taking steps for that,
said HUL Chairman Nitin
Paranjpe has said.To become
a developed nation, India
should chart a path that priori-
tises economic growth along-
side environmental sustain-
ability and social progress, he
said while addressing the
shareholders in the 92nd AGM
of the leading FMCG maker.

“While the government is
taking significant steps, ‘India
Inc.’ must play a crucial role in
ensuring this growth is inclu-
sive and environmentally
responsible,” he said.

In his speech titled ‘Building
a Winning Business in an
Aspiring India’, Paranjpe
reflected on the evolving busi-
ness landscape, noting that
while India offers immense
opportunities, it is equally
important to address the chal-
lenges that accompany this
growth. The world today is

characterised by “uncertainty
and chaos,” however Indian
economy is continuing its
growth journey. “However,
amidst this incomprehensi-
bility, the Indian economy
appears poised to continue its
path to sustainable and inclu-
sive growth,” he said.

Paranjpe called period from
2014 to 2024 as the “decade of
India’s economic resurgence”
which aligns with the vision of
a ‘Viksit Bharat’ (Develope
India) by 2047.

“Achieving zero poverty,
quality education for all,
affordable healthcare, mean-

ingful skilled employment,
and becoming the world’s food
basket are ambitious yet
achievable milestones in India’s
journey to becoming an
advanced economy,” he said.

Elaborating India growth
journey Paranjpe said “sever-
al tailwinds will help achieve
this, including a strong digi-
tal infrastructure, a conducive
policy environment, and a
burgeoning young popula-
tion.” He called out India’s
Digital Public Infrastructure
as one of its greatest future
advantages, and hailed the
Open Network for Digital

Commerce (ONDC) for lev-
elling the playing field for
kirana walas and retailers
across the nation. At the same
time, he mentioned that get-
ting sellers and resellers to
leverage e-commerce and
improve India’s e-retail pene-
tration is a tall order. Hinting
towards growing premiuimi-
sation, Paranjpe said the
Indian consumer is evolving,
seeking newer products, bet-
ter experiences, and aspiring
for more.

“As a business serving the
needs of an ever-aspiring con-
sumer and partner to a nation
focused on its growth, we
bear significant responsibility.
The new India presents sever-
al opportunities that we can
leverage to leapfrog into the
future,” he said.

Pranjape also added, HUL
like other makers is witnessing
‘unprecedented’ technological
advancements, where
Artificial Intelligence (AI) is
taking over everything from
searches to product design to
farming, bio-mimetic inspired
design, driverless vehicles and
Mars missions to science util-
ising bugs for cleaning homes.

ASSOCIATED PRESS
n Bangkok

World shares started
the week mixed, with
European markets

opening lower, after US stocks
closed at an all-time high fol-
lowing their recovery from the
shocks of the Trump adminis-
tration’s trade policies. Canada’s
decision to cancel a plan to tax
US technology firms that had
led President Donald Trump to
halt trade talks helped to steady
the markets. 

US stock futures advanced
after Canadian Prime Minister
Mark Carney said the talks had
resumed. The future for the S
and P 500 was up 0.4 per cent
while that for the Dow Jones
Industrial Average gained 0.5
per cent. 

Germany’s DAX edged 0.2
per cent lower to 23,979.42,
while the CAC 40 in Paris also
gave up 0.2 per cent, to 7,676.98.
Britain’s FTSE 100 lost 0.3 per
cent to 8,773.30.

In Asian trading, Tokyo’s
Nikkei 225 climbed 0.8 per cent
to 40,487.39. Hong Kong’s Hang

Seng lost 0.9 per cent to
24,072.28, while the Shanghai
Composite index advanced 0.6
per cent to 3,444.43. 

China reported that its fac-
tory activity improved slightly
in June after Beijing and
Washington agreed in May to
postpone imposing higher tar-
iffs on each others’ exports,
though manufacturing
remained in contraction. 

In South Korea, the Kospi
gained 0.5 per cent to 3,071.70.
Australia’s S and P/ASX 200
rose 0.3 per cent to 8,542.30.

Taiwan’s Taiex lost 1.4 per
cent and the Sensex in India
was down 0.6 per cent. In
Bangkok, the SET gained 0.7
per cent. On Friday, the S and
P 500 rose 0.5 per cent to

6,173.07, above its previous
record set in February. The key
measure of Wall Street’s health
fell nearly 20 per cent from
February 19 through April 8. 

The Nasdaq composite
gained 0.5 per cent to 20,273.46,
its own all-time high. The Dow
Jones Industrial Average rose 1
per cent to 43,819.27.

The gains on Friday were
broad, with nearly every sector
within the S and P 500 rising.
Nike soared 15.2 per cent for
the biggest gain in the market,
despite warning of a steep hit
from tariffs. An update on
inflation Friday showed prices
ticked higher in May, though
the rate mostly matched econ-
omists’ projections. 

Inflation remains a big con-

cern. Trump’s on-again-off-
again tariff policy has made it
difficult for companies to make
financial forecasts and strained
household budgets. A long list
of businesses from carmakers to
retailers have warned that high-
er import taxes will likely hurt
their revenues and profits.

The US has 10 per cent
baseline tariffs on all imported
goods, along with higher rates
for Chinese goods and other
import taxes on steel and autos
and the threat of more severe
tariffs continues to hang over
the economy. The current pause
on a round of retaliatory tariffs
against a long list of nations is
set to expire on July 9. Failure
to negotiate deals or further
postpone the tariffs could once
again rattle investors and con-
sumers. In an interview with
Fox News Channel’s “Sunday
Morning Futures,” Trump said
his administration will notify
countries that the trade penal-
ties will take effect unless there
are deals with the United States.
Letters will start going out
“pretty soon” before the
approaching deadline, he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Mumbai

Domestic commercial
vehicle (CV) industry is
likely to see a 3-5 per

cent year-on-year growth in
wholesale volumes this fiscal,
after logging a slight dip of 1.2
per cent in FY25, Icra said in a
report on Monday.

This growth is expected to be
driven by resumption of con-
struction and infrastructure
activities and a steady econom-
ic environment, the ratings
agency said in its latest report.
Domestic CV wholesale vol-

umes saw a miniscule 0.1 per
cent increase in the previous
month on a year-on-year basis,
while sequentially it grew by
around 1.6 per cent. However,
in the first two months (April-
May) of the current financial
year, the CV wholesale volumes
declined by 0.7 per cent year-
on-year, it said. CV retail vol-
umes, according to Icra,
declined by 3.7 per cent year-
on-year in May 2025, while
sequential decline was at 11.3
per cent, it said, adding such
trends reflect elevated invento-
ry at dealerships’ end. In the
medium and heavy commer-

cial vehicle (M and HCV) seg-
ment, retail sales volumes in
May witnessed a moderate
decline of 4.4 per cent on a Y-
o-Y basis, while reporting a

sizeable decline of 18.9 per cent
sequentially. The M and HCV
(trucks) wholesale volumes are
expected to register a 0-3 per
cent Y-o-Y growth in FY26,

after a 4 per cent decline in
FY25, as per the report. Retail
volumes in the light commer-
cial vehicle (LCV) segment in
the previous month declined by
3.2 per cent on a Y-o-Y basis,
and by 4.9 per cent on a
sequential basis, reflecting
muted demand.

The LCV (trucks) wholesale
volumes are likely to register a
limited growth in FY26.
Increasing preference for pre-
owned vehicles over new vehi-
cles in this segment has also
impacted the demand in the
recent past, it stated.

While M and HCV (trucks)

and LCV (trucks) segments are
expected to witness modest Y-
o-Y volume growth of 0-3 per
cent and 3-5 per cent, respec-
tively, the buses segment is like-
ly to see a relatively higher
growth of 8-10 per cent Y-o-Y
for this fiscal, Icra said.

At the same time, pick up in
construction and mining activ-
ities, coupled with a steady eco-
nomic environment, will sup-
port the demand prospects for
the LCV (trucks) and M&HCV
(trucks) segments, while
replacement demand is likely to
support volume growth for the
buses segment, the report said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE 
n Udaipur

Hindustan Zinc Limited,
the country’s only and
the world’s largest inte-

grated zinc producer, has con-
tributed `18,963 crore to the
national exchequer in FY25,
according to its 8th Annual Tax
Transparency Report released
today. This marks a 44 per cent
year-on-year increase and brings
the company’s five-year total
contribution to `87,616 crore.

The contribution-56 per cent
of Hindustan Zinc’s opera-
tional revenue-underscores its
role in nation building and
commitment to fiscal trans-
parency. The report provides a
detailed breakdown of pay-
ments including ̀ 18,191 crore
in government royalties and
levies, `12,393 crore in corpo-
rate income taxes, `21,627
crore in dividends to the
Government of India, and
`27,500 crore in indirect taxes.

Hindustan Zinc achieved
several operational milestones

in FY25, including record
mined and refined metal pro-
duction of 1,095 KT and 1,052
KT, respectively. It also record-
ed a four-year low zinc produc-
tion cost of $1,052/MT and
grew total metal reserves to
13.1 Mt, extending mine life
beyond 25 years.

The company, which con-
tributes an average of `3,600
crore annually to Rajasthan’s
economy, engaged a Big 4 audit
firm to provide independent
assurance on the report. The ini-
tiative aligns with its strong
Environmental, Social, and
Governance (ESG) agenda.
Hindustan Zinc has been
ranked the world’s most sustain-
able metals and mining compa-
ny by S and P Global’s Corporate
Sustainability Assessment.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n New Delhi

The Indian team, headed
by special secretary in
the department of com-

merce Rajesh Agrawal, will
remain in Washington till
Monday for negotiations on an
interim trade agreement with
the US, an official said.

The stay of the Indian officials
has been extended for three days
until June 30. Initially, the del-
egation was scheduled to stay
for two days with the 
talks having commenced on
June 26.

These negotiations are signif-
icant as both countries are
engaged in negotiations for an
interim trade deal and are trying
to finalise the pact before July 9,
the deadline for the expiry of the
suspensions of reciprocal tariffs
imposed by the Donald Trump
administration on April 2.

On April 2, the US imposed
an additional 26 per cent reci-
procal tariff on Indian goods but
suspended it for 90 days.
However, the 10 per cent base-
line tariff imposed by America
remains in place. India is seek-
ing full exemption from the
additional 26 per cent tariff.

Agriculture and dairy sectors
are difficult and challenging
areas for India to give duty con-

cessions to the US. India has not
opened up dairy in any of its
free trade pacts signed so far.

The US wants duty conces-
sions on certain industrial
goods, automobiles - especial-
ly electric vehicles, wines, petro-
chemical products, dairy, and
agricultural items like apples,
tree nuts, and genetically 
modified crops.

India is seeking duty conces-
sions for labour-intensive sec-
tors like textiles, gems and jew-
ellery, leather goods, garments,
plastics, chemicals, shrimp, oil
seeds, grapes, and bananas in
the proposed trade pact. The
two countries are also looking
to conclude talks for the first
tranche of the proposed bilater-
al trade agreement (BTA) by fall
(September-October) this year.
The pact is aimed at more than
doubling bilateral trade to $ 500
billion by 2030 from the current
$ 191 billion.

Before the first tranche, they
are trying for an interim trade
pact. The US team was here
from June 5 to June 11 for the
talks. The negotiations will con-
tinue both virtually and physi-
cally in the days to come.

India’s merchandise exports
to the US rose by 21.78 per cent
to $17.25 billion in April-May
this fiscal, while imports rose by
25.8 per cent to $8.87 billion.

Prosperous farmers essential for goal
of developed India: Shivraj Chouhan

US-India trade
talks extended

The contribution-56
per cent of Hindustan
Zinc’s revenue-
underscores its role in
nation building

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n New Delhi

India’s industrial production
growth slowed to a nine-
month low of 1.2 per cent in

May 2025 due to poor perfor-
mance of manufacturing, min-
ing and power sectors caused
by the early onset of Monsoon,
according to official data
released on Monday.

The factory output, mea-
sured in terms of the Index of
Industrial Production (IIP),
had expanded by 6.3 per cent
in May 2024.

The National Statistics Office
also revised downward the
industrial production growth
for April to 2.6 per cent from
the earlier estimate of 2.7 per
cent released last month. The
previous low was observed in
August 2024 when IIP
remained unchanged.

The NSO data showed that
the manufacturing sector’s out-
put growth decelerated to 2.6
per cent in May 2025 from 5.1
per cent in the year-ago month.
Mining production contracted
by 0.1 per cent against a growth
of 6.6 per cent a year ago. Power
production declined by 5.8 per
cent in May 2025 against 13.7

per cent growth in the year-ago
period. During April-May peri-
od of FY26, industrial produc-
tion grew by 1.8 per cent com-
pared to 5.7 per cent a year ago. 

Aditi Nayar Chief
Economist, Head - Research &
Outreach, ICRA said, “The
early onset of the monsoon
doused activity in mining and
the demand for electricity, with
both these sub-sectors of the
IIP reporting a contraction in
May 2025, amidst an anaemic
growth of manufacturing.
Moreover, the underlying
trends were uneven, with three
of the use-based categories
displaying a contraction, amidst
a continued high 14.1 per cent

expansion in capital goods,
boosted by a low base, Nayar
said.

Tepid industrial volume
growth in the first two months
of the quarter does not augur
well for industrial GVA (gross
value added) growth in Q1
FY2026, she added.

As per use-based classifica-
tion, the capital goods segment
growth accelerated to 14.1 per
cent in May 2025 from 2.6 per
cent in the year-ago period.
Consumer durables (or white
goods production) contracted
by 0.7 per cent during the
reporting month against a
growth of 12.6 per cent in May
2024.

Industrial output growth slows 

World shares mixed, US stocks hit high

Growth needs stability: RBI Governor

Commercial vehicles likely to see 3-5 per cent growth this fiscal: Icra

Hindustan Zinc
pays back to India

India Inc must work towards inclusive,
green growth, says HUL chairman
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
London

Australia batting leg-
end Greg Chappell
believes India paid
the price for a lack of

variety in their bowling attack
during the first Test against
England and has called for the
inclusion of Arshdeep Singh
and Kuldeep Yadav, whom he
hails as the “best wrist-spinner
since Shane Warne”, in the
playing XI.

India lost the opening Test of
the five-match series by five
wickets at Headingley, where
they were also guilty of drop-
ping as many as eight catches.

“As disappointing as the
fielding in Headingley was, it
was not the main reason India
lost the Test. Most of India’s
problems were self-inflicted.
Perhaps the most expensive
error was the no-ball that gave
Harry Brook an early life in the
second innings,” Chappell
wrote in his column for
‘ESPNCricinfo’.

However, the former
Australian skipper felt that the
sameness of India’s right-arm
seamers — Mohammed Siraj,
Prasidh Krishna, and Shardul
Thakur — posed a bigger tac-
tical problem that the fielding

issue.”More concerning to me,
though, is the lack of variety in
the bowling attack. Apart from
Jasprit Bumrah, India’s seamers
are too similar - all right-arm,
medium-fast, operating at
comparable angles.

“There is a reason why wick-
ets often fall after a change of
bowling. It forces the batter to
recalibrate. That variability isn’t
available to Shubman Gill with
his current crop.”

The 76-year-old former
India coach called for the inclu-
sion of left-arm seamer
Arshdeep and wrist-spinner
Kuldeep to add much-needed
contrast to the attack.

“Without Bumrah, I’d like to
see left-armer Arshdeep Singh
added to the mix and Kuldeep
Yadav, possibly the best wrist
spinner since Shane Warne,
included in the attack.”

At Headingley, pace spear-

head Jasprit Bumrah returned
match figures of 5/140 from
43.4 overs. In contrast, Thakur
and Krishna ended with 2/89
from 16 overs and 5/220 from
35 overs respectively.

“Even with Bumrah in the
mix, the rest of the attack has
to be more disciplined. I did-
n’t see two consecutive balls
land in a dangerous place.
They were either too full, too
short or too wide. Bowlers

have to work in partnerships as
much as batters.

“All England have to do at
present is to see off Bumrah
and they know the pressure will
go with him,” Chappell wrote.

Chappell also criticised the
Indian team management’s
preference for batting depth
over a balanced bowling attack. 

“I don’t agree that an extra
batter who bowls should be
selected as insurance against
top-order collapses. The top six
must be trusted to deliver the
runs and that the best combi-
nation to secure the requisite 20
wickets is available to the cap-
tain,” he said.

India opted to go with all-
rounder Ravindra Jadeja as
the lone spinner at Leeds. 

“Jadeja is not a front-line
spinner in English conditions.
If his batting is considered
good enough, he can be a sup-
port spinner; otherwise a
rethink is necessary. If India are
to reverse their fortunes in this
series then a better balanced
team is required.

“The selectors are the ones
under pressure now. If batters
and bowlers have to be pre-
pared to take risks to score runs
and take wickets, they too have
to have the courage to take bold
decisions.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Bristol

Aconfident India will aim
to capitalise on opener
Smriti Mandhana’s sub-

lime form and hope for skipper
Harmanpreet Kaur’s availabil-
ity to achieve another big win
when the second Women’s
T20I against England is played
here on Tuesday.

Mandhana’s maiden T20I
century in the opening game at
Nottingham guided India to a
massive 97-run win, and the

likely presence of skipper
Harmanpreet — who was rest-
ed for the first game as a pre-
cautionary measure following
a head injury sustained during
a warm-up match — for the
second game would only add to
the hosts’ worries.

Mandhana’s stroke-filled
century would have rung alarm
bells in the English camp as it
tries to find answers to the dra-
matic batting collapse it suf-
fered while chasing a steep 210-
run total.

It was a day when

Mandhana’s entertaining
innings brought the hosts
under tremendous pressure,
which was later exploited by the
Indian bowlers.

India struck twice early and
the slow bowler, especially left-
arm spinner Shree Charani
who grabbed four wickets in
her maiden T20I, complete
the demolition job.

Mandhana, who led the T20I
run-scoring charts last year,
seemed to have picked up from
where she had left off, smash-
ing all the English bowlers

with impunity. Though the
left-handed batter said after the
match that the T20I format
wasn’t her forte, it was a state-
ment the cricket experts would
take with a pinch of salt.

The India vice-captain’s
power-hitting was on full dis-
play as she collected most of
her boundaries on the off-
side, while her three maxi-
mums came on the on-side.

The long camp in
Bengaluru followed by their
early arrival in England and a
couple of tour matches seem

to have helped the Indian
players get into the rhythm of
the shortest format as they
showed no signs of rustiness
in Nottingham.

India looked like a well-
knit unit despite missing their
premier seamers, Renuka
Singh Thakur and Pooja
Vastrakar, who are injured.

Harleen Deol at Number 3
looked the right call as she
forged a 94-run stand for the
second wicket  with
Mandhana to set up the plat-
form for a big total.

While the bilateral white-
ball series may not have
immediate implications, it
will certainly give the young
Indian players the look and
feel of the things to come
when the T20 World Cup is
held next year in England.

And, the 20-year-old debu-
tant Shree Charani did really
well in her maiden outing,
delivering a dream spell of
3.5-0-12-4 to set up India’s
win by displaying a lot of dis-
cipline and focus to strangle
the England batters.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Lahore

Former all-rounder
Azhar Mahmood was
on Monday elevated to

the post of Pakistan’s acting
red-ball head coach until the
conclusion of his current con-
tract, which runs until April
next year.

Mahmood had signed a
two-year contract with the
Pakistan Cricket Board in
April last year as assistant
coach across formats along
with Australia’s Jason Gillespie
(Tests) and South Africa’s
Gary Kirsten (limited overs),
who have both moved on.

“The Pakistan Cricket
Board today announces
Azhar Mahmood as the act-
ing red-ball head coach of
the Pakistan men’s team.
Azhar will serve in this role
until the conclusion of his
current contract,” the PCB
said in a statement. “A sea-

soned cricketing mind,
Azhar Mahmood steps into
the role with an impressive
portfolio of experience.
Having served as the assis-
tant head coach of the
national side, Azhar has long
been a pivotal part of the
team’s strategic core.

“His deep knowledge of the
game, combined with hands-
on international exposure
and proven success in the
English county circuit, make
him exceptionally well-suited
for this position,” the PCB
added. PCB highlighted
Mahmood’s achievements 
in winning County
Championship titles for
Surrey as their assistant coach.

“His red-ball pedigree is
underscored by two County
Championship titles — an
achievement that speaks vol-
umes about his leadership,
tactical acumen and unwaver-
ing commitment to excel-
lence,” it said.

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Paris

France’s union of professional soc-
cer players launched a scathing
attack on the Club World Cup on

Sunday, saying it is “urgent to stop this
massacre” amid ongoing concerns
about extreme player workloads.

The UNFP also accused FIFA pres-
ident Gianni Infantino of living “in an
ivory tower” by ignoring the impact
congested calendars have on players
worldwide.

“The incongruity of the situation is
not lost on anyone, except, of course,
Gianni Infantino and his flatterers.
From the height of his ivory tower,
which he parades around the world,
the FIFA president is not bothered by
the fate that the international calen-
dar reserves for the game’s leading
players,” the UNFP said in a statement
early Sunday morning. “His
(Infantino’s) Club World Cup proves,
to the point of absurdity, that it is
urgent to stop this massacre game. He
flouts the physical and mental health
of players for a few more dollars.”

The UNFP statement said the Club
World Cup comes at the end of an
already exhausting season, and there-
by ignores “collective bargaining

agreements (which) almost every-
where, provide for an incompressible
period of three weeks of rest for foot-
ballers between two seasons.”

FIFA was approached for comment
by The Associated Press.

Days before the start of the month-
long Club World Cup, which ends on
July 13, soccer chiefs faced renewed
calls to safeguard players over grow-
ing fears of injuries and burnout.

The newly expanded tournament
involving 32 of the world’s best teams
has faced pushback since FIFA
announced it would be added to an
already saturated calendar. The tour-
nament will be played every four
years, sandwiched in between the
men’s World Cup, European
Championship and Copa America.

It went ahead against the backdrop
of legal challenges in Europe, strike
threats and repeated concerns over
players’ mental and physical welfare
due to too many games.

“The UNFP, like FIFPRO and FIF-
PRO Europe, has been protesting for
years against the drastic increase in
workloads,” The UNFP added. “But
also against the harmful repercussions
for domestic football of a calendar that
FIFA is still alone in building today.”

Last September, Manchester City
midfielder Rodri suffered a severe
knee injury soon after saying players
were close to going on strike over
excessive workloads.

No rest for PSG
Champions League winner Paris
Saint-Germain is one of the biggest
sides involved in the Club World Cup.

After winning the Champions

League on May 31, key PSG players
like Ousmane Dembélé and Désiré
Doué played for France and then went
to the United States soon after for the
Club World Cup. Some French clubs
have already resumed training for the
upcoming Ligue 1 season, which
begins mid-August, while others start
next week. PSG was not able to push
back its start to the Ligue 1 season.

“We don’t see how or why the
Parisians should not benefit from the
three weeks of complete rest they are
entitled to,” the UNFP said, adding
that the toll of extra games for PSG’s
players could impact the national team
in early September.

“A delay in preparation that must
also worry (France coach) Didier
Deschamps ahead of two qualifying
matches for the 2026 World Cup,” the
UNFP said, before concluding. “What
do you say, Mr. Infantino?”

FIFA hopes the event will be to club
soccer what the World Cup is to inter-
national soccer and establish itself as
one of the biggest and wealthiest tour-
naments in sport.

The old version of the Club World
Cup, which was played yearly, was
dominated by European teams in
recent times.

ASSOCIATED PRESS n
Minneapolis (USA)

José Morales  sent
Guatemala to the semifi-
nals of the CONCACAF

Gold Cup with the clincher
over Canada in a 6-5 penal-
ty-kick decision after a 1-1
draw on Sunday.

Rubio Rubín scored the
tying goal with a header in the
69th minute for Guatemala,
which is 106th in the FIFA
rankings and reached the
semifinals for the first time
since 1996. Guatemala will
meet the United States in St.
Louis on Wednesday, while
Mexico plays Honduras in the
other semifinal in Santa Clara,
California. The championship
is in Houston on July 6.

The seven-round shootout
was a fitting end to a fast-
paced and feisty contest that
went down as one of the best
of this biennial tournament
for North America, Central
America and the Caribbean.
The blue-and-white-clad fans
of Guatemala flocked to US
Bank Stadium and made the
announced crowd of 32,289

sound almost like a sold-out
NFL game inside the home of
the Minnesota Vikings with
the translucent roof.

Jonathan David scored on
a penalty kick in the 30th
minute for 30th-ranked
Canada, which won its
group with two wins and
one draw but had to play the
second half with 10 men.
Canada has been bounced
from the quarterfinals in
four of the last five Gold
Cup tournaments.

Canada forward Jacob
Sheffelburg was ejected in
first-half stoppage time for
a second yellow card, after
lowering his elbow during a
mid-air collision for the ball
that knocked Guatemala
defender Stheven Robles to
the ground.

Dayne St. Clair, an MLS
All-Star who plays just a few
miles away for Minnesota
United, made two saves for
the Reds in regulation
against a consistent if errat-
ic attack as Guatemala had
an 11-5 edge in shot
attempts and a 58 per cent
possession rate.

ASSOCIATED PRESS 
n Detroit (USA)

Aldrich Potgieter ended
the protracted Rocket
Classic, making an 18-

foot birdie putt on the fifth
playoff hole to outlast Max
Greyserman for his first PGA
Tour title on Sunday.

“I finally got one to the
hole,” Potgieter said after
missed opportunities on the
green by three players led to
the longest playoff of the 
season on the tour.

He celebrated by embracing
his caddie and shaking hands
with Greyserman and his cad-
die before giving his father,
Heinrich, a hug.

The 20-year-old Potgieter is
the youngest player on the
tour and its biggest hitter,
averaging 326-plus yards off
the tee. He became the ninth
player to win for the first time
this season.

Potgieter was born in South
Africa, moved to Australia
when he was 8 and returned
to South Africa at age 17
because the COVID-19 pan-
demic limited his opportuni-
ties to compete.

“We had to give up a lot,
moving to Australia, moving
back,” he said. “Emigrating is
definitely not the easiest thing.
Coming alone at the start of my
career to the States and giving
it a grind, and having my dad
here has helped so much.”

Potgieter won the British
Amateur at the age of 17 and

became the youngest Korn
Ferry Tour winner last year,
paving the way for him to
become the second-youngest
player to earn a PGA Tour card
through the minor league just
after his 20th birthday. The
youngest was Jason Day, who
was 19 in 2007.

Chris Kirk was eliminated

after missing a 4-foot putt on
the second playoff hole - that
after pushing a 9-foot putt
past the cup on the first extra
hole with a chance to win.

Greyserman and Potgieter
each had opportunities to win
end it on the 72nd hole at
Detroit Golf Club, but could-
n’t convert on birdie opportu-

nities to break a tie at 22 under
with Kirk.

“This one’s going to sting for
a little bit,” Greyserman said.

Potgieter, two strokes ahead
entering the round, closed with
a 3-under 69, and Greyserman
and Kirk each shot 67.

Greyserman missed a 12-
foot putt and Potgieter came
up short on an uphill, 42-foot
putt. That set up Kirk with an
opportunity to win it, but he
couldn’t take advantage. After
Greyserman two-putted from
39 feet for par and Potgieter
did the same from 20 feet,
Kirk had a chance to win it
with a 9-foot putt only to push
it to the right of the cup to
extend the playoff.

The trio then went to the
par-3, 158-yard 15th and
Greyserman was the only one
who was accurate off the tee
and didn’t take advantage.

The trend continued on the
par-4 16th, where both
Greyserman and Potgieter
missed 16-foot putts with a
chance to win.

At the par-5 14th,
Greyserman hit is drive 361
yards - his longest of the week
- and was just 2 yards behind

Potgieter’s blast. Potgieter hit
his approach from 195 yards to
19 feet and he pulled his putt.
Greyserman two-putted from
from 29 feet for birdie.

Back at No. 15 for a second
time in the playoff, Greyserman
two-putted from 34 feet and
then Potgieter finally ended it.

“Just wasn’t my time,” said
Greyserman, who finished sec-
ond for the fourth time after
coming up short for his first
PGA Tour victory.

Michael Thorbjornsen (67)
and Jake Knapp (68) finished a
stroke out of the playoff.

Collin Morikawa, mean-
while, is still waiting to end his
drought.

He shot a 68 to finish 19
under and in an eighth-place
tie. The two-time major win-
ner, who was the highest-
ranked player in the field at
No. 5 in the world, has not
won the PGA Tour since
October 2023 at the Zozo
Championship in Japan.

Ryder Cup captain Keegan
Bradley, who rose to No. 7 in
the world after winning the
Travelers Championship last
week, closed with 67 to tie for
41st at 12 under.

Confident India hope for Mandhana encore in 2nd T20I against England

Azhar appointed
Pakistan’s acting
red-ball head coach

French soccer union blasts Club World Cup over player welfare
Atlanta ((USA): Paris Saint-Germain (PSG)

left no doubt it was Europe’s top club with
a historic victory in the Champions
League. Now, PSG is intent on conquering
the world. Les Rouge-et-Bleu turned in a
dominating performance at the Club
World Cup on Sunday, brushing aside
Lionel Messi and Inter Miami with a first-
half blitz that resulted in a 4-0 victory.

While the European powerhouses
complained mightily about having to play
in the newly expanded tournament at the
end of a grueling season, PSG is taking
the 32-team competition seriously.

Outside of a 1-0 loss to Brazilian club
Botafogo in group play, PSG has won
three games by a cumulative 10-0 since
arriving in the United States.

“It’s clear that this is a historic season
for us. We intend to continue making
history with this competition,” PSG coach
Luis Enrique said through an interpreter.
“We’re fighting to claim silverware. This
season is very long for all the teams. But
we’re excited to be here.”

PSG advanced to the quarterfinals,
where it will face Bayern Munich next
Saturday in Atlanta. The German club
defeated Flamengo of Brazil 4-2.

There was a huge buildup to the game
against Messi, who played two seasons
at PSG before making the move to South
Florida in the twilight of his brilliant
career and was facing his former coach at
Barcelona. But even with an eight-time
Ballon d’Or winner leading the way, the
club from Major League Soccer was
simply no match for a deep, talented
squad that routed Inter Milan 5-0 in the
Champions League final a month ago.

João Neves scored a pair of goals for
PSG, setting the tone with a header off a
free kick just six minutes into the match.

He scored again in the 39th, and Inter
Miami totally fell apart in the closing
minutes of the opening half. Tomás Avilés
gave up an own-goal on a cross in front of
the net, and Achraf Hakimi added to his
brilliant campaign with another tally in
stoppage time.

MIGHTY PSG SETS SIGHTS ON ANOTHER TROPHY 

Guatemala enters CONCACAF
Gold Cup semifinals 

Aldrich Potgieter wins Rocket Classic on 5th playoff hole

Lack of variety in India’s bowling
attack concerning, says Chappell

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
New Delhi

Former Indian cricket
team captain Mahendra
Singh Dhoni has filed a

trademark application for the
phrase ‘CAPTAIN COOL’, a
sobriquet widely associated
with his calm on-field
demeanour.

According to the Trade
Marks Registry portal, the
application’s status is ‘accept-
ed and advertised’. It was
published in the official
trademark journal on June
16. The application was filed
on June 5.

The proposed trademark
is registered under the catego-
ry for sports training, provid-
ing sports training facilities,
sports coaching and services.

No comments could 
immediately be obtained 
from Dhoni.

Interestingly, another com-
pany, Prabha Skill Sports
(OPC) Pvt Ltd, had earlier
filed a similar application for
the phrase. However, that
application’s status is showing
as ‘rectification filed’.

Earlier this month, Dhoni
was inducted into the ICC’s
Hall of Fame for the year 2025
along with seven cricketers,

including Australian great
Matthew Hayden and South
Africa’s Hashim Amla. 

The ICC hailed Dhoni as a
player who excelled not just in
numbers but also in “extraor-
dinary consistency, fitness and
longevity”.

“Celebrated for his calm
under pressure and
unmatched tactical nous, but
also a trailblazer in the short-
er formats, MS Dhoni’s lega-
cy as one of the game’s great-
est finishers, leaders and wick-
etkeepers has been honoured
with his induction into the
ICC Cricket Hall of Fame,” the
ICC statement had said.

Dhoni seeks trademark for
sobriquet ‘Captain Cool’



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA 
n New Delhi

Awoman coach with
the Sports Authority
of India’s National
Boxing Academy in

Rohtak has been accused of
sexual harassment by a minor
pugilist, who according to the
FIR filed by her parents, has
slipped into depression
because of repeated “mental
and physical abuse”.

Despite having a copy of the
FIR, PTI is withholding the
name of the accused as the
matter is under investigation.

When reached for a com-
ment, the Boxing Federation
of India (BFI) and the Sports
Authority of India (SAI)
acknowledged receiving a
complaint from the 17-year-
old victim about intimidation
and incidents of slapping but
denied being told about sex-
ual harassment as alleged in
the FIR. Both the bodies said
that their internal investiga-
tions did not find any evidence
against the coach, who is con-
tinuing to play a leading role
in conducting the national
camp for junior and youth
boxers at this point.

In her FIR lodged at a
Rohtak police station, the vic-
tim has stated that the coach
tried to forcibly remove her
clothes once, slapped her on
multiple occasions, threat-
ened to ruin her career and
called her a “person of bad
character” in front of other
boxers leading to her isolation.

The complaint against the
coach has been registered
under Bhartiya Nyay Sanhita’s
section 115 (voluntarily caus-
ing hurt) and 351 (3) (crimi-
nal intimidation) along with
Protection of Children from
Sexual Abuse act’s section 10
(aggravated sexual assault). 

SAI said it would assist in
the investigations as and when

required. “...We have not
received copy of any such
FIR as of now. A complaint
was however lodged by a
female Boxer of NBA Rohtak
through email, on 24/4/25 in
which she alleged Mental and
Physical harassment by a
female coach during an invi-
tational boxing tournament
held in Ireland from 25th
March 2025 to 3rd April 2025.
No allegation of sexual harass-
ment was levelled in that
complaint,” SAI Regional
Centre (Sonepat) stated in
response query. “A detailed
inquiry was conducted in
which statements of the com-
plainant, the coach concerned,
the fellow coaches and staff
members and fellow athletes
were taken and the allegations
made could not be estab-
lished.“SAI is committed to
ensuring clean sports and will
extend any cooperation
required during investigation
based on the FIR, at any point
of time,” it added. The girl’s
parents have stated that they
are not satisfied with the BFI’s
handling of the matter.
Describing in detail the abuse
she was allegedly subjected to,
the victim’s parents said that
during the tour of Ireland, the
coach humiliated the boxer
and went on to molest her as
well. “This coach had tried to
touch her inappropriately in
the past too but my child
could not understand her
actions at that time,” the FIR
alleged. The parents said that
the victim was also punished
with strenuous physical exer-

cise after failing to record a
(training) video as demanded
by the coach. 

“She apologised to the
coach for not recording the
video as well as the coach
desired and requested her to
do the seconding (coaching
assistance during bouts) for
her in the fight. 

“But the coach did not go
with her for the fight and did
not allow any other coach to
accompany her either. She
even stopped my daughter’s
fellow boxers from helping or
supporting her during the
bout. We have CCTV footage
to prove that my daughter was
alone in the ring.” The parents
alleged that the boxer, who
won two national-level gold
medals despite her difficult
circumstances, was also
molested by the coach.

The parents said they came
to know of their child’s plight
from one of her camp mates
and rushed to Rohtak, where
she finally broke down and
narrated her ordeal.

“The coach accused my
daughter of talking excessive-
ly to boys. She called other
boxers, insulted her in front of
them and asked her to bring
her phone. When my daugh-
ter headed to her room to do
as instructed, she followed
her inside and tried to touch
her inappropriately after lock-
ing the room from inside,” the
FIR states. “She tried to
forcibly take off my daughter’s
clothes and when she resisted
and pushed her, the coach
repeatedly slapped her.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
n Detroit (US)

Akshay Bhatia shot nine
birdies in the last 12
holes to score a

respectable 7-under 65 on the
final day to finish tied-26th in
the Rocket Classic golf tourna-
ment here. 

The Indian-American golfer
finished with a total of 15-
under over four rounds to fin-
ish T-26 with five others. 

Bhatia, who had modest
rounds of 68-70-70 on the
first three days, had nine
birdies in the last 12 holes after
two bogeys in the first six
holes. 

Bhatia opened the final
round with bogeys on the
third and the fifth and then
had four birdies in a row from
seventh to the 10th. 

He had another four-in-a-
row from 12th to the 15th and
one more final birdie on 

the 18th. South African young-
ster Aldrich Potgieter made an
18-foot birdie putt on the fifth
playoff hole to outlast Max
Greyserman for his first PGA
TOUR title on Sunday. 

The 20-year-old from South
Africa is the youngest player on
the TOUR and became the
ninth player to win for the first

time this season.
Chris Kirk was eliminated

after missing a 4-foot putt on
the second playoff hole. That

was after pushing a 9-foot
putt past the cup on the first
extra hole with a chance to
win. Potgieter, two strokes

ahead entering the round,
closed with a 3-under 69, and
Greyserman and Kirk each
shot 67.

Akshay Bhatia finishes T-26 in Rocket Classic golfBoxer alleges sexual harassment by
woman coach; parents lodge FIR 
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