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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Ahmedabad/New Delhi

In a tragic plane crash acci-
dent where no one was
expected to survive, one

man did. Vishwash Kumar
Ramesh, a 40-year-old British
national, emerged as the sole
known survivor of the Air
India flight AI-171 that
crashed in Ahmedabad on
Thursday afternoon, minutes
after take-off.

Currently admitted at the
Civil Hospital in Asarwa,
Vishwash is being treated for
multiple injuries to his chest,
eyes and feet. Lying on a hos-
pital bed, he recounted the ter-
rifying moment the Boeing
787 Dreamliner went down.
“Thirty seconds after take-
off, there was a loud noise and
then the plane crashed. It all
happened so quickly,” he said,
still clutching his 
boarding pass.

Vishwash, who has been
living in London for the last
20 years, had travelled to
India for a short visit with his
brother Ajay Kumar Ramesh,
45. The two had recently vis-
ited Diu and were heading
back to the UK on the same
flight. “My brother was sitting
in a different row. I haven’t
been able to find him. Please

help me,” he said. Recalling
the crash, Vishwash said he
lost consciousness for a brief
moment. “When I got up,
there were bodies all around
me. I was scared.

I stood up and ran. There
were pieces of the plane scat-
tered everywhere,” he said.
“Someone held me and put me
in an ambulance. That’s how I
reached the hospital.”

According to officials,
Vishwash was seated in 11A —
a window seat in the first row
of the Economy class cabin,
located just ahead of the air-
craft’s wings. The seat position
may have played a role in his
survival. A senior police offi-
cer confirmed, “The police
found one survivor in seat
11A. He was brought to the

hospital and is currently under
treatment. The number of
casualties is still being verified.”

Flight AI-171, with 232
passengers and 10 crew mem-
bers, was en route to London
when it lost altitude shortly
after take-off and crashed
into the residential quarters of
BJ Medical College doctors in
Meghaninagar, close to the
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport.
Eyewitnesses said the air-
craft crashed into five-storey
buildings, causing major
damage and fires.

So far, authorities have not
confirmed the exact number of
fatalities, but several residents
in the affected buildings were
also reportedly injured.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Mumbai

Hours after the tragic
plane crash, Tata
Group announced ̀ 1

crore compensation for the
families of each victim. “We
are deeply anguished by the
tragic event involving Air
India Flight 171. No words
can adequately express the
grief we feel at this moment,”
said Tata Sons Chairman N
Chandrasekaran said in a
statement. “Tata Group will
provide `1 crore to the fam-
ilies of each person who has
lost their life in this tragedy.”

In addition to the compen-
sation, the group has pledged
to bear the full medical
expenses of all those injured
in the crash. The company
will also extend support
towards rebuilding the doc-
tors’ hostel at BJ Medical
College, which was severely

damaged in the accident.
The aircraft had crashed into
the hostel building while
medical students were having
lunch in the mess, triggering 
panic and casualties 
among residents. 

“We will provide support in
the rebuilding of BJ Medical
College’s hostel and remain
steadfast in standing with the
affected families and commu-
nities during this unimagin-
able time,” the statement
added. The Tata Group, which
owns Air India, has reiterated
its commitment to assist the
victims’ families and aid the
affected community during
this difficult period.

Survivor recounts 30 seconds 

`One cr compensation

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

Air India CEO and
Managing Director
Campbell Wilson on

Thursday expressed “deep
sorrow” at the crashing of the
airline’s Boeing 787-8 aircraft
with 242 people on board,
saying this is a “difficult day”
for all at Air India.

The London-bound flight
crashed soon after takeoff
from Ahmedabad airport on
Thursday afternoon.

Wilson, in a video state-
ment, also said that the airline
is actively working with the
authorities on all emergency
response efforts.

“The first and most impor-
tantly, I would like to express
our deep sorrow about this
event. This is a difficult day

for all of us here in India. And
it’s now focused entirely on
the needs of our passengers,
crew members, their families,
and loved ones,” Wilson said.

He said that while there
would be many questions at
this stage, he will not be able
to answer all of them.

“But I do want to share the
information we have at this
time. Here, India flight AI-
171 operated with a Boeing
787-8 aircraft to London-
Gatwick has been involved in
an accident after takeoff,”
Wilson said.

The aircraft crashed in a
crowded residential area min-
utes after taking off from
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport. Many
people were feared killed.

Difficult day for Air
India: CEO Wilson

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Ahmedabad

Failure of both engines
and a bird hit soon after
take-off could be among

the probable causes that led to
the fatal crash of a London-
bound Air India aircraft with
242 people onboard, accord-
ing to experts.

Three senior wide-body
pilots, who are also instruc-
tors, said that looking at the
videos of the crash available
publicly, it seems that the
engines could not gain the
required thrust needed for
the take-off, resulting in a
fatal crash into the residen-
tial area seconds after it
took off.

The specific reasons for the
crash of the Boeing 787-8 air-
craft flying from Ahmedabad
to London Gatwick will be

known only after the comple-
tion of the detailed probe by
the Aircraft Accident
Investigation Bureau (AAIB).
The experts mentioned the
possible causes based on the
available visuals of the aircraft
as it went down. 

One of the commanders
said it does not seem to be the
case of one engine failure
because in such a scenario, the
aircraft would have been
swinging but here, the aircraft
was steady.

“So, there is the possibility
of both the engines failing.
There could have been a loss
of thrust in both engines. But
these are only possibilities,” a
commander said, adding that
from the images, it appears
that either the flaps were up
or landing gear was down at
the time of take off.

Experts points bird
hit as possible cause

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Ahmedabad

Former Gujarat Chief
Minister Vijay Rupani
died on Thursday after an

Air India aircraft carrying him
and 241 others crashed near
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport airport in
Ahmedabad in the afternoon,
Union Minister CR Paatil said. 

“This is a very sad incident.
My heart goes out to the vic-
tims and their families. We
have lost two-time former chief
minister Vijay Rupani in the
crash, which is very sad news
for the BJP family,” Paatil, the
Union Jal Shakti Minister and
chief of the party’s state unit,
told reporters. 

Rupani, 68, was CM for two
terms from August 7, 2016 to
September 11, 2021, after win-

ning the Gujarat Legislative
Assembly elections from Rajkot
West seat. He was presently the
BJP’s in charge for Punjab. 

Former Gujarat CM
Rupani amongst dead

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Ahmedabad/New Delhi

There was a layer of thick
smoke in the air. When
we came here, dead bod-

ies and debris from the crashed
aircraft were scattered all over.”
These chilling words from an
eyewitness describe the horri-
fying scene that unfolded in
Ahmedabad’s Meghaninagar
area on Thursday afternoon
after an Air India plane bound
for London crashed into a res-
idential complex. 

The Boeing 787 Dreamliner,
Flight AI-171, had taken off
from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport with 242
passengers and crew on board.
Minutes later, it lost altitude
and slammed into the residen-
tial quarters of BJ Medical
College doctors, leaving no
hope of survival for those
onboard and injuring several
people on the ground.

What followed was a scene of
chaos and disbelief.

“I was at home having lunch
when I heard a massive sound.
The windows rattled. At first,
I thought it was a gas explosion.
But when I looked outside, I
saw black smoke rising, thick
and fast,” said Harshit, a med-
ical student living in the quar-
ters. “I rushed out and saw that

the building next to mine had
been hit. It was the one where
many of our resident doctors
stay. My friend who was inside
is now in the hospital.”

According to Haresh Shah,
who lives nearby, the aircraft
appeared to be flying abnor-
mally low before the crash.
“The plane was descending
rapidly. In just seconds, it
crashed into the top floors of
the doctors’ buildings. The
impact was so strong that sev-
eral apartments caught fire.
People started screaming.
Some were stuck inside. It 
was terrifying.” 

Another eyewitness, who
works in an office just 200
metres away, described how
quickly the situation escalated.
“As soon as I stepped out, I
heard a loud bang. Within
seconds, the area was filled

with smoke and panic. People
were running, not knowing
what had happened. When I
reached the spot, I saw broken
wings, burning vehicles and
bodies lying around. It was a
complete devastation.”

Local residents and shop-
keepers were among the first
to rush to help, even before
emergency services arrived.
They tried to douse small
fires, pulled injured people out
of burning flats and used
cloth to shield the wounded
from smoke.

“There were several five-
storey buildings in the com-
pound and many of them caught
fire,” said Shah. “Cars in the
parking lot were burning. People
were trying to break open doors
and windows to rescue others
trapped inside. It was like some-
thing from a war zone.”

BJP MLA Darshna Vaghela,
whose office is close to the
crash site, was among the
first public officials to reach
the scene. “I heard the explo-
sion and ran out immediate-
ly. Smoke and fire were 
everywhere. 

Locals were already rescuing
people from the debris. Many
doctors were injured and taken
to nearby hospitals. The 
scale of destruction is 
heartbreaking.”

Rescue teams, including the
fire department, NDRF and
medical emergency services,
reached shortly after but had to
navigate burning debris and
unstable structures. 

Operations to retrieve
remains and assess structural
safety of the buildings are 
still ongoing.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

In one of the worst air
tragedies, an Air India
Boeing 787-8 Dreamliner
(VT-ANB), from

Ahmedabad to London air-
port, crashed shortly into a res-
idential area near the
Ahmedabad airport minutes
after take-off at 1.38 pm on
Thursday afternoon, with 242
people on board, including two
pilots and 10 cabin crew mem-
bers. One person has miracu-
lously survived, while 241 of his
co-passengers are feared dead. 

BJP’s Vijay Rupani (68) a for-
mer Chief Minister of Gujarat
(from 2016 to 2021) was
among passengers killed in the
crash. Of them, 169 Indians, 53
British nationals, seven
Portuguese and one Canadian
national were on board.

The plane was headed to
London Gatwick airport in the
UK, Air India said, when it
crashed in a civilian area near
the airport. Shortly after take-
off, the Air Traffic Control
(ATC) received a MAYDAY
call. However, the ATC said that
it received no response even
after repeated attempts were
made to get in touch. A MAY-
DAY call is given in cases of
extreme emergency when the
aircraft faces immediate danger. 

“As per ATC, aircraft depart-
ed from Ahmadabad at 1339
IST (0809 UTC) from runway
23. It gave a MAYDAY Call to
ATC, but thereafter no response
was given by the aircraft to the
calls made by ATC.
Immediately after departure
from Runway 23, fell on ground
outside the airport perimeter.
Heavy black smoke was seen

coming from the accident site,”
the DGCA said in a statement.

The aircraft entered a slow
descent shortly after taking off,
with its landing gear still
extended before exploding into
a huge fireball upon impact.
The crash took place in a resi-
dential area, which could mean
a higher death toll. The twin-
engine plane had reached an
altitude of 625 feet or 190.5
metres at a speed of 174 knots,
according to data from
Flightradar24.

As the plane plunged at a rate
of 475 feet per minute from 625
feet, the pilots had less than a
minute to react before it even-
tually crashed and exploded
near the Ahmedabad airport
upon impact with a building in
a residential area.

The plane slammed into a
hostel for doctors of BJ
Medical College in
Ahmedabad’s Meghaninagar
area killing five students,
sparking a massive fire and
widespread panic in the local-
ity. Visuals from the crash
site show debris had pierced
through the wall of a dining
hall of the hostel, with food
still visible on some of the
plates. Visuals showed charred
wreckage of the plane, thick
smoke rising from the site and
emergency personnel at work.
Some videos also showed
injured taken to hospitals.

The plane was under the
command of Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal along with First
Officer Clive Kundar, with a
combined flying experience of
9,300 hours while Captain
Sabharwal had 8,200 hours of
flying experience; his co-pilot
had 1,100 hours under his belt.
The flight was heavily fuelled

for the long-haul journey,
adding to the intensity of the
explosion and fire that fol-
lowed the crash. The Boeing
787 Dreamliner is one of the
most advanced jets in service

and experts say it has a gener-
ally strong safety record, with
no previous fatal accidents. US
aircraft maker Boeing on
Thursday said the company is
in contact with Air India after

one of the airline’s Boeing 787-
8 planes on way to Gatwick
(London) crashed immediate-
ly after taking off from
Ahmedabad airport.

Prime Minister Narendra

Modi spoke to Home Minister
Amit Shah and Civil Aviation
Minister Rammohan Naidu
about the crash. The PM asked
the two ministers to go to
Ahmedabad and ensure all

possible assistance is extend-
ed to those affected. Earlier,
Shah also spoke to Gujarat
Chief Minister Bhupendra
Patel following the crash.

The company will 
also extend support
towards rebuilding 
the doctors’ hostel at
BJ Medical College

Combo of images shows the site and aftermath of an Air India plane crash near Ahmedabad airport on Thursday PTI

Fire, smoke billows; charred bodies scattered

Flight hits medical college, 5 dead, several injured

Vishwash Kumar Ramesh the lone survivor of the Air India plane crash

A London-bound Air India plane crashes moments after taking off from the Ahmedabad airport PTI

The crash 
a heart-
rending

disaster, the nation
stands with the
affected people in
this hour of indescribable grief

— DROUPADI MURMU, PRESIDENT  

The tragedy in
Ahmedabad
has stunned

and saddened us. It
is heartbreaking
beyond words
— NARENDRA MODI, PRIME MINISTER  

Our special
prayers and
deepest

possible sympathy
are with the families
and friends of all
those affected by this appallingly
tragic incident across so many
nations, as they await news of
their loved ones

— KING CHARLES

Devastated 
to learn of the
Ahmedabad

plane crash with
242 passengers on
board, including 
one Canadian

— MARK CARNEY, CANADIAN PM

Deeply
saddened
by the tragic

accident and
commended the
‘souls of the
deceased to the mercy of 
the Almighty’

—POPE LEO XIV

AIR INDIA PLANE CRASH; 241 DEAD, 1 SURVIVOR

HM orders
inquiry

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Ahmedabad

Home Minister Amit
Shah said on
Thursday that the

temperature in the Air India
plane that crashed in
Ahmedabad was so high
due to burning fuel that
there was no chance to save
anyone. Shah said a detailed
inquiry has been ordered.  

“There was 1.25 lakh
litre of fuel inside the plane
and it caught heat so it was
impossible to save any-
one,” Shah told reporters.
The entire nation is in
deep shock following the
tragedy, he told reporters.
Shah also expressed condo-
lences to relatives of those
killed in the accident.

“The number of those
killed will be officially
released by the authorities
after DNA test and identi-
fication,” Shah said. “The
process of collecting DNA
samples from bodies is over.
Forensic Science Laboratory
and National Forensic
Sciences University in
Gujarat will conduct DNA
tests,” he said.

Former Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani who died after an Air India
aircraft carrying him and 241 others
crashed in Ahmedabad



���������	
��������������������������
	����������	����������������������������������������������	�������������������������������	���	���������� 

��������	
�
�	�������
	���
	���	�������	���	�

�	���
�	��	�����	
�����	��	����������	����	�����������	��	�
���	����	��	��
	���������	���	���
���������	����	 �����������	���
�	��	����	�����������	��	�
�
�	���	�
�
�
��
	���	����	���	�
	���
�	��	������	��������	��	��	�������	��	��	��	��	��
	����
���	
�������	�������
���	���	�����
��	���	�
��
��	���	��	���	��
	��	�
�����������	���	��
�����
	��	����	��	��	�
�����	�	�������
�	��	����	�����������	��	���	���	��
	�
����	��	��	������	���
�	��	��
	�����	��	����	�����	���	������
�	��
	����
��	��	��
	
�������
	������������	��	����
�
��	�����	���	������	��	������	����	�
��
��	��
	�����
�	���	�
 �
��
�	��	�
���	���	�

�	����������
	�����
	��	������	��
��
��
�	�����	��
	�
�����	��	��	����	��	���
����
�
��	�
���
	�
��������
��	��	����
���	�������
�	��	����	�
�����
��	!�
	�����
��	�������
��	
�����	���	��	
����

	��	��
	"���

�	#����$�	����	���	�
	�
��	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	���
	�	��
	���
����
��	��	��
	��������	%	�
����
�	���	�����	���	�
	���
	�
��������
	���	��	����	��	�����	����
 �
��
�	���	�����
�	�������&�
���
�	�����
�	��	����	���
����
�
����

�������	
��	��������	�	����	�
���	��
�	��	��
��	��	����	��������	�������	
��	�������	
�	�� !"	#���$"	�!"�%&!��	����	��'()*+(),+()-	������	"	�����
�	"�������
�	���
	.��������
	#���
�	/	01232)+	4�'�'5	
��	��������	
�	(62	�
��	������7	/	2��	8����+	�'�'	�
9
�+	:���	(+	#���
�/0123((	4�'�5+	%��������;	3*66/
2663-**+	��';	3-,-)()3)10'	&7�������	&�����	<���
=	���
�	$�
+	!�"	!�9�'	��'	��&�.>2330>()*3)+		!�9�'	��'	�/2>#��?�>0(>2331/233,+	�"!	�@!� �!.&	��	!�'	('33	&
��;	�
�����
+	!
����+	#��
���A
�+	�����	���	B���;	���
�	C	�����

�	�����;		#
�9
����	C	�����
�'	�����
�	;	��
D��
��+	<����	?�����;	(33=
���
�	#�
A
�+	,>� #
�
���	��
�	:
�
�	�
�9+	��A	<����/((3	332+	������
��	?�����;/	23(/236+	23,/2(3+	2��	8����+	��
�
�	#�
A
� 6+	#'�':'	�
�9+	��A	<����/((3332	�����;	3((/013)6*2-+	3((/1-)02633+	���
�	?�����;	<������
	����=
��	�����	��';	3-,1*6*6-))+	3-,-2,2-26-+	���=��A	?�����;	0��	8����+	�
/
�
�
	�������9	������+	8
�E

�	!�
�+	���=��A	221	3(1'	%���������;	3622/2)0100)+	2)01000+	2)01006'

!������"�������#	����	��!����$����"���������%���
���
	�����	��%	������	����&�����'����������������������������
������������	���	���������� "�	�������	�	

������� �	

��������	
������ ������

The Regional Museum of
Natural History, Bhopal,
a regional center of the

National Museum of Natural
History, New Delhi, recently
organized engaging activities for
its Summer Nature Study
Programmes – "Green Cub"
and "Green Teen" – on June 12,
2025. These initiatives aimed at
fostering environmental aware-
ness and sensitivity among
young participants through a
blend of art, education, and
practical learning.
For the participants ofthe
"Green Cub" program, a nature
painting workshop was held,
allowing them to express their
creativity while connecting with
the natural world. Under the
guidance of museum artist
Navin Kumar, 19 young partic-
ipants sketched and painted
various elements of nature,
including mountains, water-
falls, rivers, clouds, trees, and
animals. Manik Lal Gupta,
Scientist-C and Programme
Coordinator of the museum,
explained that this activity tran-
scends mere art; it serves as a
powerful tool to sensitize chil-
dren towards the environment.
He emphasized that through
artistic expression, children

articulate their thoughts about
nature, thereby deepening their
understanding of humanity's
inextricable link to the natural
world.
Concurrently, the "Green Teen"
program focused on environ-
mental conservation and sus-
tainability. The day began with
a film show featuring educa-
tional films such as "Kanha" and
"Effects of Climate Change,"
designed to raise awareness
about critical environmental
issues and wildlife conservation.
Following the film screening,
participants embarked on a
study visit to the Waste Paper
Recycling Unit at the
Environmental Planning &
Coordination Organisation
(EPCO) in Bhopal. Here, they
received a practical demon-
stration of how handmade
paper is produced from waste
paper.
Sunil Kumar and his team at
EPCO meticulously demon-
strated the recycling process.
They explained how collected
waste paper is first shredded
into small pieces using a Rag
cutter, which are then sub-
merged in water within a Hydra
Pulper to create paper pulp. To
enhance the paper's strength,
hosiery cloth and Deodar gum
are mixed into the pulp. 
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Chief Minister Dr.
Mohan Yadav has
expressed profound

grief over the tragic plane
crash that reportedly occurred
in Ahmedabad, Gujarat, on
Thursday. He extended his
heartfelt tribute to former
Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani, stating that Rupani

dedicated his entire life to
public service, the develop-
ment of Gujarat, and the wel-
fare of its people.
In a mark of solemn respect for
the victims of the tragedy,
Chief Minister Dr. Yadav has
canceled all his official
engagements that were sched-
uled for Friday, June 13.
Sharing his heartfelt condo-
lences, Dr. Yadav conveyed, "I

am deeply distressed by this
tragedy, and the entire nation
is mourning this loss." 
He offered prayers to Baba
Mahakal for eternal peace for
the departed souls and a speedy
recovery for anyone injured.
The Chief Minister also prayed
to the Almighty to grant
strength and solace to all those
affected during this hour of
grief.
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Bhopal: As concerns grow over
the design of the Aishbagh
Railway Overbridge, PWD
Minister Rakesh Singh said on
Thursday that the National
Highways Authority of India
(NHAI) has carried out an
inspection of the site.
Posting on X (formerly Twitter),
Singh said the NHAI team vis-
ited the under-construction site
on Wednesday. A technical
report is expected by Friday.
The 648-metre-long bridge,
under construction since May
2022, was to be completed in 18
months. The Rs 18 crore project
includes a 70-metre stretch over
railway tracks.
Online attention has recently
turned to a near-90-degree turn
on the bridge, with netizens
warning that its design could
pose risks to vehicles, particu-
larly at higher speeds.
Singh noted that the bridge had
been in planning for five years,
with design and drawings
finalised long ago. But amid ris-
ing public scrutiny, the inspec-
tion was conducted.
Once completed, the bridge
will reconnect parts of
Aishbagh cut off by a closed
railway crossing. It is expected
to benefit around 100,000 com-
muters daily.
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Ameeting of revenue
officials was held on
Thursday morning at

the Collectorate Auditorium
in the Administrative
Complex, chaired by
Collector Roshan Kumar
Singh. The purpose of the
meeting was to review the
progress of revenue collec-
tion and set out instructions
to ensure that revenue tar-
gets are met in a timely
manner.
During the meeting, the
Collector emphasized the
need for officials to expedite
efforts and focus on the
identification of agricultur-
al or residential lands being
used for alternate purposes.
Revenue officers were direct-
ed to initiate diversion cases
for these lands to bring them
in compliance. The Collector
also highlighted the need to
take strict action against
unauthorized colony con-
structions and recover out-

standing land revenue and
dues from these colonies.
In regard to the resolution of
pending revenue court cases,
the Sub-Divisional
Magistrates (SDMs) of
Ghattiya, Ujjain Rural, and
Mahidpur were instructed to
speed up the resolution
process. The Collector man-
dated that all pending
demarcation cases be
resolved within the next 10
days.
Special recognition was
given to Naib Tehsildar of
Tarana, who was com-
mended by the Collector
for his exceptional perfor-
mance in resolving revenue
court cases. Additionally,
instructions were given to
ensure that undisputed cases
related to mutation, parti-
tion, and demarcation be
resolved within a single
working day by the subor-
dinate staff.
The Collector also lauded
the efforts of the revenue
department staff for their

significant contributions to
the Farmer Registry initia-
tive. Currently, Ujjain district
ranks third in the state for
Farmer Registry comple-
tion, with 9 out of 10 tehsils
achieving 100% completion.
The meeting also included
discussions on Aadhaar-
Khasra e-linking status, the
redressal of complaints
received through the CM
Monitoring Portal, and the
completion of the Girdawari
(crop inspection) process
by June 15. Tehsils were
tasked with ensuring that
they achieve ‘A Grade’ status
in resolving complaints
received through the CM
Helpline.
Furthermore, all subdivi-
sions were directed to ensure
the availability of fertilizers,
following a review of the
current stock status.
The meeting was attended
by ADM First Kaushik,
SDMs, Tehsildars, and Naib
Tehsildars from various sub-
divisions.
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The Bhopal Cyber Crime
Branch has arrested
three individuals from

Jodhpur, Rajasthan, for their
involvement in a significant
cyber fraud operation. The
accused were found to be
providing rented bank
accounts to cyber fraudsters in
exchange for commission.
Authorities seized a substan-
tial amount of evidence dur-
ing the operation, including 7
mobile phones, 7 SIM cards,
28 additional SIMs, 2 WiFi
dongles, 5 cheque books, and
62 ATM cards.
The case emerged after Sudhir
Singh, a resident of Suraj
Kunj, Awadhpuri, filed a com-
plaint on October 20, 2024.
Singh reported losing over Rs
18 lakh to a fraudulent cryp-
to investment company,
Koinsala Media (India) Pvt.

Ltd., which initially contact-
ed him via Telegram. Singh
was first lured into making
small investments with
promises of returns. As he
gained trust, he was encour-
aged to invest larger sums,
only to have his Rs 3.6 lakh
blocked by the company. It
was at this point that Singh
realized he had been
scammed.
During police interrogation,
one of the arrested individu-
als, Narendra (21), confessed
to selling a Bandhan Bank
account opened in his broth-
er’s name to another accused,
Nimbaram (22), for Rs 10,000.
Nimbaram had allegedly sold
over 50 such accounts to
Biraram, the primary suspect
who remains at large. The
gang primarily targeted poor
and unemployed individuals,
persuading them to open
bank accounts and issue SIM

cards using their personal
documents. These accounts
were then used for transfer-
ring fraudulently obtained
funds. To avoid detection,
the accused utilized WiFi
dongles instead of mobile
data for net banking, effec-
tively concealing their IP
addresses from law enforce-
ment agencies.
Chandan Manjhi (37), anoth-
er accused from Jodhpur,
admitted to renting out his
own bank account in exchange
for a share of the stolen money.
The police have confirmed
that all three arrested sus-
pects—Narendra, Nimbaram,
and Chandan—are part of a
broader cybercrime network
operating across several states.
Investigations are ongoing to
track down the main accused,
Biraram, and to fully uncover
the scope of the fraudulent
network.

%������������������������#��&�����������#�������
��������	
������ ������

Laxman Singh, the outspo-
ken younger brother of
senior Congress leader

Digvijaya Singh, has reacted
vehemently to his six-year expul-
sion from the Congress party,
declaring the disciplinary action
was 'not unexpected'. The veter-
an politician minced no words in
his initial response, shortly after
the party's disciplinary action
committee announced the strin-
gent measure for his repeated
and often sharp remarks against
the party leadership.
While talking to mediapersons in
Bhopal, Singh remained defiant,
asserting that he had only spo-
ken the truth and stood firmly by
all his previous statements. He
launched a scathing critique of
the Congress party, describing it
as increasingly dominated by
"sycophants" and accusing its
current leadership of actively

ignoring experienced and sincere
workers in favor of flatterers and
those who merely echo the high
command's views. This assess-
ment points to a deeper malaise
within the party, where internal
dissent is seemingly met with
swift and severe retribution.
Singh had recently garnered sig-
nificant headlines for his point-
ed criticism of Rahul Gandhi and
Robert Vadra, candidly labeling
them as "immature" and direct-
ly attributing the party's weak-
ening state to their leadership.
His remarks, which have been
simmering for some time, final-
ly pushed the party's patience to
its breaking point, culminating in
the disciplinary committee's
decision.
Despite the abrupt end to his
decades-long association with
the Congress, Singh was quick to
dispel any speculation about
his future political alignments.
He categorically ruled out any

intention of joining the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP),
firmly stating that he had never
considered such a route and
would not do so in the future.
Instead, Laxman Singh hinted at
continuing his political journey
independently, framing his
expulsion not as an end, but
rather as "a new beginning." He
expressed unwavering confi-
dence in his ability to chart his
own course and pledged to con-
tinue working for the people,
albeit now outside the organi-
zational framework of the
Congress party. This suggests he
may consider operating as an
independent voice or exploring
other political avenues that align
with his perceived principles.
His expulsion and unreserved
public criticism of the leadership
have sharply drawn attention to
the escalating internal turmoil
within the Congress, particularly
within Madhya Pradesh. The

state unit has seen several lead-
ers openly or subtly voice dis-
satisfaction with the current
administrative style and deci-
sion-making processes within
the party. 
Singh's unceremonious exit and
his outspoken rebuke reflect a
widening rift between seasoned
leaders, who often represent
traditional Congress values, and
the party high command, which
appears to be consolidating con-
trol and enforcing strict disci-
pline. While the final decision to
expel him for six years ultimately
rests with the Congress presi-
dent, Singh appears undeterred
and resolute in his political con-
victions. His defiant stance
strongly suggests that his fight,
now liberated from party con-
fines, will continue, potentially
adding to the challenges faced by
the Congress as it attempts to
regain its footing ahead of cru-
cial elections.
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AIIMS Bhopal has
achieved a significant
medical milestone by

successfully performing the
first-ever Valve-in-Valve (ViV)
transcatheter heart valve
replacement, providing a life-
saving solution for a 62-year-
old woman suffering from
severe breathlessness due to
worn-out artificial heart
valves. This groundbreaking,
non-surgical, and minimally
invasive procedure was led by
Dr. Bhushan Shah, Assistant
Professor and Incharge of the
Department of Cardiology,
along with his team members
Dr. Harish Kumar, Dr. Sudesh
Prajapathi, and Dr. Ashish
Jain.
The patient had previously
undergone double valve
replacement open-heart
surgery 10 years ago due to
Rheumatic heart disease.
However, in recent months,
she experienced worsening
breathlessness caused by the
degeneration of her implant-
ed valves. Due to her age and
medical condition, she was
deemed unfit for another
major open-heart surgery.
After a thorough evaluation by
the heart team and advanced

imaging by the Radiology
Department, the patient was
selected for the cutting-edge
Valve-in-Valve Transcatheter
Aortic Valve Implantation
(TAVI) procedure, performed
through a small opening in the
leg artery.
The procedure was performed
using a valve made in India
and took just a few hours to
complete. Remarkably, the
patient showed an immediate
positive response and was able
to walk the very next day. She
is now being discharged in a
stable condition.
Prof. (Dr.) Ajai Singh,
Executive Director of AIIMS
Bhopal, expressed his pride in
this landmark achievement,
stating, “This successful pro-
cedure not only saves a life but
also provides an innovative
treatment option for patients
with previously replaced valves
who are considered high-risk
for repeat open-heart surg-
eries. AIIMS Bhopal is now at
the forefront of advanced car-
diac care, offering world-class
treatment without the need for
major open-heart surgery. This
achievement is a beacon of
hope for many patients who
may otherwise lack access to
life-saving medical interven-
tions.”
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Bhopal: Chief Minister Dr.
Mohan Yadav will spearhead the
grand RISE (Regional Industry,
Skill,  and Employment)
Conclave in Ratlam on June 27,
under the theme "Successful
Entrepreneur, Prosperous
Industry, Inclusive
Development." This mega event
aims to significantly bolster
integrated development across
industry, skill development, and
employment sectors throughout
Madhya Pradesh.
More than 2,500 participants are
expected to attend the con-
clave, including ministers from
relevant departments, MSME
entrepreneurs, bank represen-
tatives, trained youth, depart-
mental officials, and investors.
A key highlight of the event will
be Chief Minister Dr. Yadav's
direct interaction with benefi-
ciaries from 4 to 5 selected dis-
tricts across the state via video
conferencing, providing a plat-
form for direct engagement and
feedback.
A cornerstone of the 'RISE'
Conclave will be the massive
distribution of loans totaling
over Rs 1,000 crore to more than
1 lakh beneficiaries, specifical-
ly for self-employment initia-
tives. Further boosting employ-
ment opportunities, Chief
Minister Dr. Yadav will person-
ally hand over job offer letters to
over 500 young beneficiaries
during the event.
The conclave is also set to be a
landmark occasion for industrial
growth. More than 50 industri-
al units and clusters will be
either dedicated or have their
foundation stones laid, signaling
significant new investments and
expansion in the state's indus-
trial landscape. In a push for
strategic partnerships,
Memorandums of
Understanding (MoUs) are pro-
posed with prominent national
institutions such as ONDC
(Open Network for Digital
Commerce), NPCI (National
Payments Corporation of India),
and global retail giant Walmart.
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Madhya Pradesh is cur-
rently facing unpre-
dictable weather con-

ditions, with a mix of thunder-
storms, heavy rain, and intense
heat sweeping through various
districts. On Thursday, Indore
experienced strong winds
accompanied by heavy rainfall,
which resulted in the uprooting
of trees at several locations.
Similar weather patterns were
observed in Manawar (Dhar)
and parts of Morena, where brief
but intense rainfall caused dis-
ruptions in the local weather.
The Meteorological Department
has issued an alert for 20 dis-
tricts, including major cities
like Bhopal and Ujjain, fore-
casting moderate thunder-
showers and lightning in areas
such as Burhanpur and Betul.
Additionally, a heatwave warn-
ing has been issued for the

Gwalior, Chambal, Ujjain, and
Sagar divisions, where temper-
atures are expected to soar for
the next two days (June 12–13).
In the last 24 hours, 21 districts
have been affected by a combi-
nation of storms and rainfall.
These include Panna, Niwari,
Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur,
Shahdol, Umaria, Anuppur,
Pandhurna, Betul, Harda,
Vidisha, Raisen, Bhopal, Sehore,
Shajapur, Dewas, Indore,
Khargone, Khandwa,
Burhanpur, and Dhar. The
stormy weather was particular-
ly intense in Sehore, where
wind speeds reached 74 km/h,
and in Indore and Harda, where
wind speeds of 52 km/h were
recorded. In Bhopal, wind
speeds at the Rani Kamlapati
Railway Station area exceeded
50 km/h. These high winds,
along with the rains, have been
causing significant disruptions.
The state has been experiencing

this erratic weather pattern
since April 26, with storms and
rain continuing for a record 43
consecutive days, until June 7.
After a brief break, the weather
turned again on Wednesday,
with Betul, Dhar, Ujjain, Ratlam,
Burhanpur, Harda, Panna,
Chhatarpur, and Raisen experi-
encing light rain and thunder-
storms. In Raisen, a storm with
wind speeds over 60 km/h led to
significant damage, with roofs
and tin sheds of over 30-40
houses in the Ward 14 Patandev
area being damaged. Two fam-
ilies were injured by falling
debris, and a wall at the
Hanuman temple in Khunkhun
Bagh also collapsed. However,
the wall fell outward, sparing
those inside.
Despite the storms, the north-
ern districts of the state contin-
ue to endure severe heatwave
conditions. Areas like Bhind,
Morena, Sheopur, Datia, Niwari,

Tikamgarh, Chhatarpur,
Gwalior, Shivpuri, Guna,
Ashoknagar, and Sagar have
been experiencing scorching
temperatures, adding to the dis-
comfort of residents. This
unusual combination of storms
and heatwaves has left many res-
idents in a state of uncertainty,
as the unpredictable weather
continues to impact daily life.
While the storms have brought
some relief from the sweltering
heat, the Southwest Monsoon,
which has been delayed, is
expected to reach Madhya
Pradesh soon. The
Meteorological Department has
predicted that the monsoon
could arrive in the state by June
14 or 15, which aligns with the
normal monsoon onset date of
June 15. Last year, the monsoon
reached Madhya Pradesh on
June 21.
In anticipation of the mon-
soon’s arrival, a statewide rain

alert has been issued for June 15.
The affected districts are expect-
ed to include Bhopal, Vidisha,
Shajapur, Raisen, Sehore,
Barwani, Khargone, Burhanpur,
Khandwa, Dewas, Harda, Betul,
Narmadapuram, Chhindwara,
Pandhurna, Seoni, Balaghat,
Mandla, Dindori, Umaria,
Shahdol, and Anuppur. This
predicted monsoon is expected
to bring more rain, which could
provide much-needed relief
from the ongoing heatwaves.
As the state braces for more fluc-
tuations in weather, local
authorities are urging citizens to
take necessary precautions,
especially in areas under alert for
storms and heatwaves. The
strange coexistence of both heat
and rainstorms is creating a
sense of unpredictability in
Madhya Pradesh, as people con-
tinue to adapt to the challeng-
ing and ever-changing weather
conditions.
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This weekend, Ayesha
Khan was supposed to
be married. Her home

in the state capital had been
abuzz with preparations—
guests invited, clothes
stitched, gifts wrapped. But all
that remains now is silence
and grief.
A month ago, on May 12,
Ayesha, a 24-year-old medical
intern, was killed when a
rickety school bus with faulty
brakes ploughed into several
vehicles at the Banganga
Square crossing. Her scooter
was caught in the crash. She
died on the spot.
Six others were injured,
including a biker and his pil-
lion rider. The bus, officials
later confirmed, had no valid

registration and no fitness
certificate—and no business
being on the road. But no one
had stopped it.
Her death is not an isolated
tragedy. On June 8, two sisters
were killed in a high-speed
collision on Narmadapuram
Road near Misrod. Their car
slammed into a truck. Three
others in the vehicle were crit-
ically injured.
Just weeks earlier, on May 24,
four young men returning
from Sehore met with disas-
ter near Chirayu Hospital.
Their borrowed SUV veered
off the road, hit a roadside
kiosk and crashed into a tree.
Three of them died. The
vehicle, it later emerged, had
been taken without the
owner’s knowledge.
Many of these incidents

occurred on newly upgraded
roads designed for smoother
traffic. But with better roads
have come faster speeds—
often unchecked, especially
on weekends, when high-
ways turn into corridors for
weddings, picnics and parties.
There is no dedicated
enforcement during high-
mobility periods, despite
repeated evidence that road
deaths spike during such
times.
Peripheral roads like Sukhi
Sewania, Bhanpur, Bilkhiriya
and Berasia are seeing grow-
ing volumes of traffic but con-
tinue to suffer from regula-
tory neglect. Across the city,
shopkeepers and commercial
establishments have physi-
cally altered footpaths and
kerbs to create unauthorised

shortcuts into service lanes.
These hacked entry points
force vehicles to swerve sud-
denly into high-speed traffic,
often without any warning
signage, causing chaos and
collisions.
There are few speed breakers,
fewer signs, and almost no
patrolling at night. Broken-
down vehicles—especially
tractor-trolleys and heavy
transports—are routinely left
abandoned without reflec-
tors or lights, turning poorly
lit stretches into deadly traps.
Speeding, drunk driving, red-
light violations, helmetless
and underage driving, and the
daily presence of unregis-
tered, uninsured and unfit
vehicles reflect the near-col-
lapse of traffic enforcement.
Junctions depend on a thin

layer of manual control,
unable to handle the city’s
expanding road use. Basic
checks are rare. Fines are
sporadic. And lives are lost.
For Ayesha’s family, the cost
of this negligence is unthink-
able. The killer bus that
should have been impound-
ed had a free run on the city’s
roads. As a result, a daughter
who should have been start-
ing her new life is now a
memory frozen in grief.
This weekend was meant to
be a celebration. Instead, it
will quietly mark one month
since Ayesha was buried.
Her story is not an excep-
tion—it is part of a systemic
tragedy that continues to
unfold on Bhopal’s roads,
destroying families and
futures in its wake.
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With President Droupadi
Murmu scheduled to
visit Barwani on June

19, police and administrative
officials have intensified prepa-
rations, reviewing security and
logistical arrangements on
Thursday.
DIG Nimar Range Khargone,
Siddharth Bahuguna, along with
Barwani SP Jagdish Dawar,
inspected the programme venue
and possible routes. Officers
were directed to ensure seamless
coordination across depart-
ments.
Instructions were issued for
timely completion of traffic con-
trol, crowd management, public
cooperation, and emergency
response systems. Officials have

been told to monitor execution
personally and address any laps-
es.
The police administration has
given top priority to the
President’s visit, aiming for a
smooth, safe, and dignified event.
Coordination with intelligence
and medical services is also
underway.
President Murmu is scheduled to
visit Barwani on June 19 to attend
a World Sickle Cell Day pro-
gramme at the stadium in Gram
Panchayat Taloon. This is her
only planned stop in Madhya
Pradesh.
Authorities said the visit under-
scores the government’s commit-
ment to addressing tribal health
challenges, particularly sickle cell
anaemia, which disproportion-
ately affects many in the region.
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Chief Minister Dr. Mohan
Yadav has announced that
farmers in Madhya

Pradesh will soon become key
players in the state's energy pro-
duction. Through the Suryamitra
Krishi Feeder Yojana, both farm-
ers and small-scale investors will
have the opportunity to become
electricity producers, helping the
state move closer to its goal of
net-zero emissions.
Speaking at the Energy Summit,
Dr. Yadav highlighted the col-
laborative efforts of investors,
farmers, experts, and policy-
makers, which have opened new
opportunities for economic pros-
perity. He pointed out that the
state has already launched solar
energy projects with a combined
capacity of 80 megawatts, solar-

izing over 16,000 agricultural
pumps.
Under the leadership of Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi,
the Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment is committed to empow-
ering farmers, boosting their
income, and promoting eco-
nomic development. The state
is progressing toward becoming
the Solar Capital of India, with
solar hubs in Rewa, Neemuch,
and Omkareshwar serving as
symbols of Madhya Pradesh's
renewable energy leadership.
The Suryamitra Krishi Feeder
Yojana will offer significant
benefits to both farmers and
small investors. The initiative
will ensure 8 hours of uninter-
rupted power during the day,
allowing farmers to irrigate
their fields without delay, there-
by leading to their economic

empowerment. This scheme
also supports the Vocal for
Local initiative by providing
new investment and employ-
ment opportunities for local
entrepreneurs. The government
will offer 25-year power pur-
chase agreements (PPAs), along
with policy incentives, afford-
able land, and fixed tariffs.
An expansion of the Pradhan
Mantri KUSUM-C Scheme, this
initiative aims to solarize agri-
cultural feeders and their asso-
ciated power substations, ensur-
ing that farmers receive reliable
electricity from renewable
sources. Madhya Pradesh has
already established around
8,000 dedicated agricultural
feeders that currently power
nearly 3.5 million irrigation
pumps. These feeders will soon
be equipped with solar power

plants.
Dr. Yadav also mentioned that
farmers could install solar pan-
els on unused or barren land to
generate electricity and sell it to
the government. To support
this, farmers will receive a 3%
interest subsidy for up to 7 years
under the Agriculture
Infrastructure Fund. Projects
with a total capacity of 240
megawatts are already under
development, enhancing access
to clean energy for farmers
while providing them with a
new source of income.
As part of Madhya Pradesh’s
ongoing commitment to indus-
trial growth and employment,
Dr. Yadav celebrated the success
of the Global Investors Summit
held earlier this year, which gar-
nered investment proposals
worth Rs. 30.77 lakh crore. 
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Koh-e-Fiza police have
successfully apprehend-
ed two individuals

allegedly involved in a sophis-
ticated vehicle theft and spare
parts racket, recovering stolen
vehicles and parts valued at
approximately Rs 2 lakh. The
arrests came after an intensive
investigation following a com-
plaint of scooter theft.
The police initiated action on
May 21, 2025, when Sanjana
Verma reported the theft of her
Suzuki Access scooter (MP04-
ZQ-8345) from the Shikha
Tower parking area in
Nayapura. A case was prompt-
ly registered under Section
303(2) of the Bharatiya Nyaya
Sanhita (BNS) against
unknown persons.
To crack the case, police teams
intensified surveillance on local
mechanic shops and activated
their informer networks.
Acting on a crucial tip-off,

law enforcement personnel
successfully apprehended
Arshan Khan, 19, a resident of
Shahjahanabad, and Naved
Khan, 24, a mechanic residing
in Barela village on VIP Road,
Koh-e-Fiza.
During interrogation, a well-
organized modus operandi
came to light. Arshan alleged-
ly specialized in stealing two-
wheelers, primarily Activa and
Access models, and would
then deliver them to Naved.
Naved, operating from his
workshop, would dismantle
these stolen vehicles and illic-
itly use their parts for customer
repairs. 
He reportedly paid Arshan Rs
6,000 for each stolen vehicle,
while fraudulently charging
customers for new parts.
Arshan confessed to stealing
over a dozen vehicles from
Kohefiza and other surround-
ing areas, while Naved admit-
ted to dumping the leftover
vehicle chassis into a pond

located between Karbala and
Khanugaon. Police have sought
court permission to take the
accused on remand for further
in-depth investigation.
The seized items underscore
the scale of their illicit opera-
tion. Police recovered two
Suzuki Access scooters (one
with a registration number
and one without), along with a
Hero Splendor motorcycle.
Additionally, a significant
quantity of loose vehicle parts
such as tanks, handles, and
footrests, alongside tools specif-
ically used for cutting and dis-
mantling vehicles, were con-
fiscated. 
The total estimated value of the
recovered property stands at Rs
2 lakh. Authorities suspect the
duo may be linked to several
other vehicle thefts reported in
Kohefiza, Shahjahanabad, and
nearby areas, and further inves-
tigations are ongoing to uncov-
er the full extent of their crim-
inal enterprise.
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The Bhopal Cyber Crime
Branch has arrested
three individuals from

Jodhpur, Rajasthan, for their
involvement in an interstate
investment fraud linked to a
fake Initial Public Offering
(IPO) scheme run by Koinsala
Media (India) Pvt. Ltd.
The accused, identified as
Narendra (21), Nimbaram
(22), and Chandan Manjhi
(37), allegedly provided rent-
ed bank accounts to cyber
fraudsters. These accounts
were used to route money
defrauded from victims. The
arrests were made after an
investigation, based on tech-
nical analysis and evidence,
traced the suspects' involve-
ment in the scheme.
The case came to light after
Sudhir Singh, a 38-year-old
resident of Surajkunj,
Awadhpuri, lodged a com-

plaint on October 20, 2024.
Singh reported being lured by
Koinsala Media through
Telegram, which offered high
returns on investments in
crypto-based IPOs. Singh ini-
tially invested small sums and
received returns, which
encouraged him to invest
more. However, after investing
larger amounts, his funds were
blocked, and he was misled by
fake balance displays on the
platform. In total, Singh was
defrauded of ?18.60 lakh.
During interrogation, it was
revealed that Narendra had
sold a Bandhan Bank account,
originally opened in his broth-
er’s name, to Nimbaram for
?10,000. Nimbaram subse-
quently sold over 50 such
accounts to the absconding
main accused, Biraram. The
gang targeted poor and college
students, offering commis-
sions for opening bank
accounts and issuing SIM cards

using their personal identity
documents. The accused used
Wi-Fi dongles for internet
banking, masking their digital
footprints to avoid detection.
The police seized several items
from the suspects, including 7
mobile phones, 2 Wi-Fi don-
gles with SIM cards, 5 cheque
books, 62 ATM cards, and 28
SIM cards used in the fraudu-
lent activities. The three
accused are in custody, and
efforts are ongoing to appre-
hend Biraram, the master-
mind behind the operation.
In response to the growing
online frauds, the Cyber
Crime Branch has issued a
public advisory, warning cit-
izens against online scams
offering quick profits via plat-
forms like Telegram,
Instagram, and WhatsApp.
The fraudsters typically start
by transferring small amounts
to build trust before asking for
larger sums.
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Aminor fire broke out at
Rani Kamlapati
Railway Station on

Thursday morning, a day after
a storm damaged parts of the
station’s old building. No
injuries were reported in either
incident.
The fire began around 9:30
AM while Bhopal Divisional
Railway Manager (DRM)
Devashish Tripathi was
inspecting the site. According
to staff, the blaze started when
overheated oil in a pan ignit-
ed and spread to the restau-
rant’s chimney. The flames
were quickly brought under
control using extinguishers
and water available nearby.
Operations at the 24/7 restau-
rant resumed shortly after.
Railway officials said the inci-
dent was handled promptly
and did not affect passenger

movement or station services.
The fire followed damage
caused by a storm on
Wednesday night, when
strong winds dislodged parts
of the parapets and balconies
of the station’s old structure.
Debris fell near Platform
Number 5, damaging a restau-
rant canopy, advertisement
boards, and several glass pan-
els.
Emergency response teams
reached the spot quickly and
used JCB machines to clear
the rubble. While there was
some initial disruption, the sit-
uation was brought under
control without injury.
Railway authorities said both
incidents were unrelated and
posed no threat to passenger
safety. Clean-up at the dam-
aged sections of the old build-
ing is underway, and precau-
tionary measures have been
reinforced across the station.
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Scheduled to depart at
2:40 PM on Thursday,
the Bhopal-

Ahmedabad flight was can-
celled after AI-171, an ill-
fated Air India service to
London, crashed minutes
after taking off from
Ahmedabad airport.
The aircraft for the Bhopal-
Ahmedabad flight had ear-
lier arrived at 1:50 PM, but
its return leg was scrapped
after the destination runway
was closed following the
crash.
Flight AI-171, a Boeing
787 Dreamliner, had
departed Ahmedabad at

1:38 PM and struck a struc-
ture near the airport
boundary just two min-
utes later.
The long-haul service was
carrying 242 passengers,
including 53 British nation-
als, seven from Portugal,
and one Canadian.
Raja Bhoj Airport in Bhopal
handles 36 to 38 flight
movements daily. While six
are operated by Air India,
the remainder fall under
IndiGo’s network.
Daily passenger numbers
range from 3,500 to 4,500.
Airport staff are monitoring
the situation closely, as rip-
ple effects could delay other
services.
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Bhopal: Chief Minister Dr.
Mohan Yadav stated that the Jal
Ganga Sanvardhan Abhiyan is a
major initiative by the Madhya
Pradesh Government towards
water conservation. Launched
under the guidance of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, the
campaign is being implemented
from March 30 to June 30, with
the goal of conserving and reju-
venating rivers, water sources,
and wetlands. Encouraging
results are emerging due to the
joint efforts of the government
and the people.
In Khandwa district, with sup-
port from local citizens and
administration, the Ghoda
Pachhad River — a tributary of
the Narmada — has been
revived. Uncontrolled ground-
water extraction had dried up
this and other small rivers, affect-
ing agriculture. Through water
conservation structures built

using the "Ridge to Valley" prin-
ciple, water has been harvested
over a 33 km stretch. As a result,
the Ghoda Pachhad River is
once again flowing, and year-
round water flow in the region’s
rivers is now becoming a possi-
bility.
The Madhya Pradesh Pollution
Control Board surveyed major
rivers including Narmada,
Chambal, Shipra, Betwa, Son,
Tons, Tapti, Kanh, Mahi, Sindh,
and Ben Ganga. It was found that
approximately 450 million liters
of domestic wastewater is dis-
charged daily into these rivers via
158 drains. To address this, the

Urban Development
Department is setting up Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs) with a
total capacity of 869 million
liters per day.
While the state had only one
Ramsar Site in 2002, by 2025 this
number has grown to five. Indore
becoming the first Wetland City
of India is a matter of pride for
the state. Following the direc-
tions of the Hon’ble Supreme
Court, the State Wetland
Authority has successfully com-
pleted the physical verification
and demarcation of 13,565 wet-
lands larger than 2.25 hectares
within the stipulated time.

Bhopal: A district-level meet-
ing chaired by District
Collector Kaushalendra
Vikram Singh on Thursday
called for coordinated efforts
and widespread awareness
campaigns to tackle drug abuse
effectively.
Held at the Collectorate, the
meeting focused on curbing
narcotics and illegal drug use
through inter-departmental
coordination. 
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Bhopal: Koh-e-Fiza police have
apprehended a 28-year-old man,
Anshul Ailani, for allegedly
defrauding an 87-year-old resi-
dent of over Rs 41 lakh. The
accused is reported to have fraud-
ulently transferred money from
the elderly man's bank account
and subsequently used the funds
to purchase gold coins.
The elaborate fraud came to
light on May 22, 2025, when Dr.
Rashmi Dev Pujara filed a com-
plaint on behalf of her father,
Kamalakar Khadikar, at the
Kohefiza Police Station. The
complaint detailed unauthorized
RTGS (Real-Time Gross
Settlement) transfers totaling Rs
41,36,520 from her father's Bank
of India account, located in Data
Colony. A case was promptly reg-
istered under Section 318(4) of
the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita
(BNS), initiating an intensive
investigation. According to police

investigations, Anshul Ailani
allegedly exploited loopholes in
the banking system. He is
accused of forging the com-
plainant’s signature to obtain a
new cheque book. Using these
fraudulently acquired cheques, he
then executed multiple RTGS
transactions, transferring the
substantial sum to various
accounts across Bhopal. A sig-
nificant portion of the embezzled
money was then used to purchase
gold coins from local jewelers, an
attempt to convert the illicit
gains into a more tangible asset.
To evade detection, the accused
reportedly employed various
deceptive tactics. He utilized
fake SIM cards for communica-
tion and frequently hired ride-
hailing services such as Ola,
Uber, and Rapido for his move-
ments, including pickups and
deliveries related to the fraudu-
lent activities.
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PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

Actors Akshay Kumar, Alia
Bhatt, Vicky Kaushal and
filmmaker Karan Johar on

Thursday expressed shock and
offered prayers for the safety and
well-being of all those aboard the Air
India plane that crashed near a
locality close to Ahmedabad airport.

“Shocked and speechless at the Air
India crash. Only prayers at this
time,” Akshay posted on social media
platform. Akshay was to attend a pro-
motional event for Telugu movie
“Kannappa” with co-star Vishnu
Manchu on Friday in Indore (MP)
but it has been cancelled in the wake
of the tragedy. The team has also
decided to defer the trailer launch by
a day.

Salman Khan’s scheduled appear-
ance at an event for the Indian
Supercross Racing League on
Thursday was also called off after the
plane crash.

Actor Allu Arjun said he was
heartbroken by the tragic crash.
“My deepest condolences to the
families of the victims. May their

souls rest in peace. Truly heart-
wrenching,” he added. Alia posted on
her Instagram Stories, “This is dev-
astating! My heart aches for all the
passengers and crew, thoughts and
prayers with everyone on board and
their loved ones.” Actor Kareena
Kapoor Khan said she was gutted by
the news of the plane crash.  “Praying
for everyone aboard. The passengers,

crew and their families. No words for
the sorrow this brings,” Kareena
wrote on social media.

“Heartbreaking to hear about the
plane crash in Ahmedabad. Praying
for miracles for lives to be saved and
for the injured to heal. May those
who lost their lives rest in peace, and
may their loved ones find strength in
this dark hour,” wrote actor Manoj

Bajpayee. Vicky also called the news
of the plane crash “devastating”.

“Making my heart sink reading
about 242 persons on board. Praying
for everyone’s safety and recovery,” he
added.

Karan Johar wrote, “Devastating
news about the ill fated AIR INDIA
flight .... information of lives lost and
injured is still coming in... am pray-
ing for all onboard... my thoughts and
prayers for the families and loved
ones of the passengers onboard.”

Actor Sunny Deol said he was
praying with all his heart for sur-
vivors. “May they be found and
receive the care they need. May
those who lost their lives rest in
peace, and may their families find
strength in this unimaginable time,”
he wrote.  Ishaan Khatter said he was
“disturbed” to hear about the crash. 

“Prayers go out to all those affect-
ed,” he added. Sara Ali Khan said,
“Sending strength and prayers to all
those affected by the plane crash in
Ahmedabad today.”

Riteish Deshmukh said he was
“heartbroken and in shock after
hearing about the tragic plane crash”.
“My heart goes out to all the passen-

gers, their families, and everyone
affected on the ground. Holding
them all in my thoughts and prayers
during this incredibly difficult time,”
he added.

Actor Parineeti Chopra posted,
“Can’t imagine the pain of the fam-
ily members of the ill fated Air India
flight today. Praying for God to give
them strength during this time.” 

Actors Randeep Hooda and Sonu
Sood also shared condolences on
social media.  “Heartbreaking to hear
about the tragic plane crash in
Ahmedabad. My thoughts and
prayers are with all those affected.
Hoping for survivors and strength for
the rescue teams. May the departed
rest in peace, and may their families
find the strength to endure this
immense loss, Randeep said.

Sonu wrote, “Prayers for Air India
flight that crashed in Ahmedabad
after take off to London.”

Actor-politician Kangana Ranaut
said, “The news of the Ahmedabad
plane crash is extremely tragic and
painful. I pray to God for everyone’s
safety, may God provide strength to
all affected families in this hour of 
crisis.”

People gather at the site after an AI plane crashed moments after taking off from the airport
in Ahmedabad on Thursday PTI

New Delhi:  After a London-bound
Air India aircraft crashed shortly
after taking off from the
Ahmedabad airport on Thursday,
the spotlight is back on India’s
history with aviation disasters.

From deadly mid-air collisions
and fatal crashes due to poor
weather conditions to runway
overshoots at tabletop airports,
the country has witnessed several
tragedies over the decades.
Here’s aa llist oof tthe mmost
devastating aair aaccidents iin
India’s aaviation hhistory:
l Air India Express Flight 1344
(2020): During the COVID-19
pandemic, Air India Express Flight
1344, operating as part of the
Vande Bharat repatriation
mission, skidded off the runway
while landing at the Kozhikode
(Calicut) International Airport on
August 7, 2020. Amid heavy
rainfall, the aircraft overshot the
wet tabletop runway, plunged into
a valley and split into two. Of the
190 people on board, 21,
including two pilots, lost 
their lives.
l Air India Express Flight 812
(2010): Air India Express Flight
812 overshot the runway while
landing at the Mangaluru
International Airport in Karnataka
on May 22, 2010. The Boeing
737-800, coming from Dubai,
plunged into a gorge beyond the
tabletop runway and burst into
flames, killing 158 people. The
tragic incident brought increased
scrutiny to India’s tabletop
airports and landing protocols
during adverse conditions.

l Alliance Air Flight 7412 (2000):
Alliance Air Flight 7412 crashed
into a densely populated
residential area in Bihar’s Patna
while attempting to land on July
17, 2000. The Boeing 737-200
experienced a stall at low altitude
due to the reported improper
handling during the final
approach. Sixty people were
killed, including five on the
ground. The accident prompted
upgrades to approach procedures
at smaller urban airports.
l Charkhi Dadri mid-air collision
(1996): On November 12, 1996,
349 people were killed in what
became India’s most devastating
aviation disaster. The tragedy
occurred when Saudia Flight 763,
a Boeing 747, and Kazakhstan
Airlines Flight 1907, an Ilyushin Il-
76, collided mid-air near Charkhi
Dadri in Haryana. The accident
was the result of a communication
failure and the Kazakh crew
descending below their assigned
altitude. Following the incident,
India introduced significant
aviation safety measures,
including mandating the
installation of Traffic Collision
Avoidance Systems (TCAS) on all
commercial aircraft.
l Indian Airlines Flight 605
(1990): On February 14, 1990,
Indian Airlines Flight 605 crashed
while approaching Bengaluru’s
HAL Airport, killing 92 of the 146
people on board. The Airbus
A320, a relatively new aircraft in
India at the time, descended too
low and hit the ground short of the
runway, skidding onto a golf

course. The investigation revealed
that pilot error and unfamiliarity
with the advanced digital cockpit
of the A320 contributed to the
tragic accident.
l Indian Airlines Flight 113
(1988): Amid poor visibility on
October 19, 1988, Indian Airlines
Flight 113, a Boeing 737-200,
crashed on its approach to
Ahmedabad Airport. The flight,
arriving from Mumbai, struck trees
and crashed short of the runway,
killing 133 of the 135 people on
board. Investigators pointed to
pilot error, inadequate weather
information, and procedural
lapses by air traffic control.
l Air India Flight 855 (1978): On
January 1, 1978, Dubai-bound Air
India Flight 855, a Boeing 747,
plunged into the Arabian Sea
shortly after taking off from
Mumbai, killing all 213 people on
board. The disaster occurred only
101 seconds into the flight when a
faulty Attitude Director Indicator
led the captain to misinterpret the
aircraft’s orientation. The crash
took place in nighttime conditions
over the sea, contributing to the
crew’s spatial disorientation.
l Indian Airlines Flight 440
(1973): On May 31, 1973, Indian
Airlines Flight 440 crashed during
its approach to Delhi’s Palam
Airport. The Boeing 737-200
encountered severe weather and
struck high-tension wires just
short of the runway. Of the 65
people on board, 48 died. 
Among the dead was prominent
Indian politician Mohan
Kumaramangalam. 

TIMELINE OF MAJOR AIR CRASHES IN INDIA’S HISTORY

Bollywood celebrities share grief over Ahmedabad plane crash

PM hails 11 years of digital revolution in governance
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi said on Thursday
his Government in its

11 years has brought innu-
merable benefits for people by
leveraging the power of 
technology.

“Powered by the youth of
India, we are making remark-
able progress in innovation
and application of technolo-
gy. It is also strengthening our
efforts to become self-reliant
and a global tech power-
house,” he said on social
media.

The Prime Minister said
the use of technology has
greatly boosted ser vice 
delivery and transparency.

Furthermore, technology
has become a means of
empowering the lives of the
poorest of poor, he added.

A thread of posts from a
Government handle and
highlighted by Modi said
India ensured transparency at
scale through direct benefit
transfer (DBT), noting that
over `44 lakh crores were
credited to beneficiaries of
over 322 schemes regulated
by 56 ministries. 

Over `3.48 lakh crores
were saved by cutting out
leakages, it added. 

From digital deserts to a

data-driven democracy —
India’s tech journey over the
last 11 years is nothing short
of revolutionary, another
thread said.

Under Modi’s leadership,
India has transformed into a
hub of digital innovation,
tech-led governance and
global trust. 

From manufacturing to
space tech, from digital pay-
ments to rural connectivity —
the change is visible, impact-
ful and lasting, it said

It added, “But this is not
just about devices and plat-
forms. It’s about seamless

governance, citizen empower-
ment, and building a tech-
first Viksit Bharat.” 

From the surge of UPI into
becoming India’s “financial
heartbeat”, it noted that the
country is also the world’s
cheapest mobile data
providers, fuelling digital
inclusion.

With over 94 crore broad-
band connections and 120
crore telephone subscribers,
tele-density has soared from
75 per cent in 2014 to 85 per
cent in 2025. ISRO’s incredi-
ble feat of launching 393 for-
eign satellites showcases our

capability, it said. One of the
posts said, “11 years ago, a
silent digital revolution began
— reshaping how India con-
nects, governs and grows.
Under PM Narendra Modi’s
visionary leadership, the
Digital India initiative has
turned technology into a tool
for empowerment — bridging
gaps, unlocking opportunities
and making governance more
accessible and transparent
for every citizen.”

It added, “From internet
access in remote villages to
real-time digital payments
leading the world, this trans-
formation is not just about
numbers — it’s about people,
progress and possibility.”

Technological initiatives
ensured that every rupee
reaches the targeted benefi-
ciary, with DBT seeing a 90
fold rise in 10 years, trans-
forming welfare delivery with
speed and transparency.

It highlighted digital mar-
ketplace for Government pro-
curement, passport delivery
service, roll out of Cowin
platform for vaccination
against coronavirus and
Ayushman Bharat Digital
Mission for health insurance
among other measures pow-
ered by tech in delivering
benefits and services to citi-
zens. Union Home Minister
Amit Shah said the Modi

Government has democra-
tised the use of technology
and harnessed its power for
the business sector, making
Bharat a leading digital econ-
omy in the world in the last
11 years. Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s government
completed 11 years on June 9.

“The Modi Government
democratised the use of tech-
nology and harnessed its
power for the business sector,
making Bharat a leading dig-
ital economy in the world in
the #11YearsOfDigitalIndia,”
Shah wrote on social media.

The home minister said
whether it is healthcare, edu-
cation, trade or commerce,
PM Modi has transformed
every sector of the economy
and society through the dig-
ital revolution.

According to an official
statement, over the past 11
years,  India has made
remarkable progress in its
journey towards becoming a
digitally empowered society
and knowledge economy.

The digital economy, which
contributed 11.74 per cent to
the national income in 
2022-23, is projected to grow
to 13.42 per cent by 
2024-25, driven by advance-
ments in artificial intelli-
gence, cloud computing and
digital infrastructure, the
statement said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

The BJP and Congress on
Thursday condemned
the interim Government

in Bangladesh over the vandal-
isation of Rabindranath
Tagore’s ancestral home in that
country and called for global
denunciation of the incident
targeting the legacy of the
iconic Indian personality. A
mob attacked and vandalised
the ancestral home of Nobel
laureate Tagore in Bangladesh’s
Sirajganj district on Tuesday.

BJP spokesperson Sambit
Patra cited media reports to say
that Jamaat-e-Islami and
Hefazat-e-Islam were behind
the attack, noting that Tagore
is an iconic symbol of Bengal,
and Indian culture and civili-
sation. He also slammed West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata
Banerjee for not raising the
issue, alleging that she saw

infiltrators from the neigh-
bouring Bangladesh as a vote
bank and has opted to keep
quiet for political reasons. “She
is driven by vote bank politics.
We are driven by cultural pol-
itics,” he told reporters. 

The interim Government
headed by Muhammad Yunus
has not taken any action, and
its conduct has not been appro-
priate, Patra said. He appealed
to the world community to
come together against it,
adding that his party believes
in inclusivity. “We are giving a
global call to all the countries
which value morality, civilisa-
tional thoughts, creativity and
culture. They should all come
together to denounce what has
happened in Bangladesh,” he
said. Patra said Tagore created
many of memorable works in
this ancestral home, known as
Kachharibari and is recognised
by the Government there as a
museum.

BJP, Congress condemn
attack on Tagore’s
home in Bangladesh

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

At least 10 Rajasthan
natives, four from
Udaipur and five of a
family from

Banswara district, were among
those onboard the Air India
flight AI-171 that crashed
shortly after takeoff from
Ahmedabad airport Thursday
afternoon, officials said.

The aircraft, which was
headed to London, crashed
around 1.40 pm, just two min-
utes after takeoff, near the air-
port boundary wall adjacent to
the Air Customs Cargo office,
sending thick plumes of smoke
across the area.

The flight had departed from
Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport at 1.38
pm with 242 passengers and
crew members onboard.

Among the passengers were
Shubh and Shagun Modi, the
son and daughter of marble
trader Sanjeev Modi from
Udaipur. The siblings, both

MBA graduates, were involved
in their father’s business and
were travelling to London for
leisure, officials said.

District Collector Namit
Mehta visited their house in
Saheli Nagar to meet the fam-
ily. “Chief Minister Bhajanlal

Sharma has spoken to the fam-
ily of the victims and assured
them of all possible assistance,”
Mehta told reporters.

Another passenger,
Vardichand Menaria, a native of
Rundeda village in
Vallabhnagar, Udaipur district,

was also on board. He had
recently returned from London
and was travelling back along
with his associate Prakash
Menaria of Rohida village. Both
worked in the culinary sector in
the UK. Khushboo Rajpurohit,
a woman from Araba (Balotra)

in Barmer district, was one of
the passengers on the ill-fated
flight. Dr Kaumi Vyas and Dr
Pratik Joshi, and their three
children, Miraya Joshi, Pradyut
Joshi, and Nakul Joshi of
Banswara, were in the plane
that crashed.

Pradyut and Nakul were
twins. Kaumi Vyas, who
worked at a private hospital,
shared a picture on social media
of the family as they sat on the
plane – the couple smiling and
the three children in the frame
behind sitting in another row,
facing the camera.

In the wake of the crash, the
Rajasthan BJP postponed all its
programmes and meetings till
further notice.

The ministers were slated to
visit all state districts over three
days from today and publicise
the 11 years’ work of the
Narendra Modi government.

Sharma, who expressed his
grief at the crash deaths,
deferred a programme to be
held in Banswara on Friday
under the Pradhan Mantri

Awas Yojana (Rural).
“The news of the Air India

flight crash in Ahmedabad,
Gujarat, is extremely sad and
worrying. I pray to God for the
well-being and safety of all the
passengers and crew members
in this unfortunate incident,” he
said.

Leader of Opposition
Tikaram Jully posted on X,
“The news of Air India plane
crashing after hitting a wall dur-
ing takeoff in Ahmedabad is
extremely worrying and sad. I
pray to God that all the 242 pas-
sengers and airline staff on
board the plane are complete-
ly safe and sound.”

Former chief minister Ashok
Gehlot, who was attending a
public meeting in Pratapgarh
when the news broke, cancelled
the event. “Thousands who
had gathered prayed for the
souls of those who lost their
lives and the recovery of the
injured. We cancelled the ongo-
ing event and all future pro-
grammes in Pratapgarh and
Banswara,” he said.

Kerala nurse Ranjitha among Air India plane crash victims
PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Pathanamthitta (Kerala)

Ranjitha Gopakumar, a 39-year-
old nurse from Kerala, was
among the victims of a tragic

plane crash in Ahmedabad on
Thursday.

A mother of two, Ranjitha had
returned to India from the UK just
four days earlier to complete formal-
ities related to her government job,
hoping to rejoin service after a stint
abroad.

She had come home to Pullad, her
native village in this south Kerala dis-
trict, full of hope — to finalise plans
for a new house, and to move her chil-
dren and elderly mother into a safer,
more stable life. But what was meant
to be a short trip filled with purpose

and promise ended in heartbreak.
Ranjitha had taken the first avail-

able ticket to return abroad, board-
ing the flig from Chennai to
Ahmedabad. It was a connecting
journey back to the UK, where she
had been working after a brief peri-
od in Salalah, Oman.

Just four days after arriving home,
she left again — this time, unknow-
ingly, on her final journey. “She was
happy and hopeful when she left,” said
a close relative. “There were so many
plans. So many dreams,” he said.

Ranjitha had worked as a nurse in
the Kerala government health service
but had taken leave to pursue oppor-
tunities overseas, hoping to secure a
better life for her children — 15-year-
old Indhuchoodan, a 10th-standard
student, and 12-year-old Etheka,

who is in seventh standard.
After her father passed away some

years ago, Ranjitha had taken on the
full responsibility of raising her chil-
dren with the help of her
mother,Thulassykuttiyamma.

On the day of the crash, Ranjitha
was on her way back to the UK to col-
lect her release certificate from the
UK hospital and resume work. 

But fate struck cruelly. The aircraft
crashed shortly after take-off, burst-
ing into flames.

The news left the village of Pullad
in mourning. Neighbours, friends
and relatives have been visiting the
family home in silence, offering 
condolences that feel too small for the
scale of the loss. 

She is survived by her mother, two
children and two brothers. 

AI crash: Manipur’s
Nganthoi still missing
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Imphal

Kongbrailatpam Nganthoi
Sharma’s worst fear
came true on Thursday

as the London-bound flight on
which she was a cabin crew
member, crashed in
Ahmedabad, even though her
family clings to hope as her
mobile phone is still switched
on and is receiving signals but
nobody is responding to their
repeated calls.

Twenty-year-old Nganthoi,
who was a cabin crew member
for the last three years, was
among the 242 people onboard
Air India Flight AI 171, which
crashed minutes after take-off
from Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport in
Ahmedabad in the afternoon.

Many casualties are feared
but the fate of the cabin crew
member from Manipur’s
Thoubal district was not yet
known as the authorities did
not release a list of fatalities till
the filing of this report.

“We called her up several
times after receiving the news
but nobody picked up the calls.
The internet on her phone is
also still on. However, we
stopped calling her around 6
pm fearing it would drain the
battery,” K Khenjita, a relative
of Nganthoi, said.

A cousin of the cabin crew
member said her last message
before take-off was, “I’m going
to London. In a few minutes,
we’ll take off. We may not be
able to talk for a while.”

Wails pierced the air in
Awang Leikai in Thoubal as the
news of the crash reached the
Sharma residence. “We were
devastated upon hearing the
news... I was very close to her.
Today, I can’t help but remem-
ber what she had said earlier.

She had said she was very
scared of plane crash and did
not know what she would do in
such a scenario,” Nganthoi’s
cousin said.

“Nganthoi was recruited by
Air India during a recruit-
ment call in Imphal three years
back. She had applied for the
job just to try her luck as she
was studying an undergraduate
course at that time. She got
selected and was based in
Mumbai,” she added.

The family members said
they contacted aviation author-
ities to know about her condi-
tion but did not receive any
update.

She said that Nganthoi’s
mobile phone rang when they
called her

She also expressed 
frustration over the spread of
fake news about her death on
social media without any 
confirmation.

“We are desperately trying to
get news about her but fake
news about her death is 
spreading like wildfire. Her
photos and videos are being
widely shared. It is really hurt-
ing us all as we are trying to
balance our emotional trauma
along with the challenge to get
news,” she said.

Rescue operation underway after an Air India plane crashed in Meghaninagar area, near Ahmedabad airport on
Thursday PTI

20-year-old Nganthoi,
who was a cabin crew
member was among
the 242 people
onboard Air India Flight
AI 171, which crashed
minutes after take-off
from Sardar
Vallabhbhai Patel
International Airport in
Ahmedabad

10 from Rajasthan among victims of crash



RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

Hindus are the
fourth-largest reli-
gious category, after
Christians, Muslims

and religiously unaffiliated
people. Islam is the fastest-
growing religion in the world,
with the Muslim population
growing by 347 million in 10
years between 2010 and 2020.
Christianity is the second
fastest rising religion, followed
by ‘nones’ or people with no
religious affiliation.  

According to  ‘Global
Religious Landscape’ report,
by the Pew Research Center,
the  number of Hindus world-
wide grew 12 per cent from
2010 to 2020, rising from a lit-
tle less than 1.1 billion to
nearly 1.2 billion. Since non-
Hindus grew at about the
same rate, Hindus remained

stable as a percentage or share
of the global population.  

The report mainly focuses
on seven categories:
Christians, Muslims, Hindus,
Buddhists, Jews, people who
belong to other religions, and
those who are religiously unaf-
filiated. “Over the decade from
2010 to 2020, the number (or
count) of Hindus grew most
quickly in the Middle East-
NorthAfrica region, to 3.2
million (up 62 per cent). In
North America, the Hindu
population rose to 3.6 million
(up 55 per cent). 

In these regions, Hindus
grew at a faster rate than the
non-Hindu population and
growth was primarily driven
by migrants moving to wealthy
countries — such as the
United States and the United
ArabEmirates — for econom-
ic opportunities. Europe also

saw a considerable increase,to
2.2 million (up 30 per cent),”
it said. As a share of regional
populations, Hindus grew
modestly in the Asia-Pacific
region (up 0.4 points) and in
NorthAmerica (up 0.3 per-
centage points). 

Hindus made up roughly
one-quarter of the total pop-
ulation of Asia and the Pacific
at the end of the decade. As of
2020, the Asia-Pacific region
continues to be home to the

vast majority of the world’s
Hindus (99 per cent). 

The Remaining Hindus live
mostly in North America or
the Middle East-North
Africaregion, where they make
up 0.3 per cent in each region.
There was a subtle shift in the
geographic concentration of
Hindus between 2010 and
2020.   The report said the
share of the world’s Hindus liv-
ing in Asia and the Pacific fell
slightly (down 0.2 points),
while the percentage of
Hindus residing in North
America and the MiddleEast-
North Africa region inched up,
each by 0.1 point.

India — the birthplace
ofHinduism — has more
Hindu residents than any
other country, with 95 per cent
(or 1.1billion) of the global
Hindu population. As of 2020,
Hindus make up a majority in

two countries, India (79 per
cent) and Nepal (81 per cent). 

They are a religious minor-
ity ineight of the 1o countries
with the largest numbers of
Hindus. Outside the Asia-
Pacific region, the US has the
largest number of Hindus (3.0
million), followed by the
United Kingdom (1.1 million)
and the UAE (1.1 million).
Aside from India and Nepal,
the only other country in
which Hindus are the largest
group is Mauritius, where 48
per cent of the population is
Hindu. However, Mauritius’
Hindu population of 620,000
isn’t enough to make the list of
the 10 countries with the most
Hindus.  The share of the pop-
ulation identifying as Hindu
did not increase or decrease
substantially (by at least
5percentage points) in any
country or territory.   The

Asia-Pacific region is home to
99 per cent of the global
Hindu population, with
around 95 per cent of all
Hindus Living in India. 

Hindus are the largest reli-
gious group in India, Nepal
andMauritius. Islam is the
fastest-growing religion in the
world, with the Muslim pop-
ulation growing by 347 million
in 10years between 2010 and
2020. Christianity is the sec-
ond fastest rising religion,fol-
lowed by ‘nones’ or people
with no religious affiliation. 

The report says the rise in
the number of Muslims is
more than all other religions
combined, and the shares of
the Muslim population glob-

ally rose by 1.8 percentage
points to 25.6 per
cent.Christianity, the world’s
biggest religious group, comes
second. The number of
Christians rose by 122mil-
lion, reaching 2.3 billion.
However, as a share of the
world’s population, they fell 1.8
percentage points to 28.8 per
cent — placing second to
Islam, the report says. 

This is primarily due to the
growth of the non-
Christianpopulation and those
who left the faith. Most former
Christians no longer identify
with any religion, but some
now identify with a different
religion,the survey reveals.

The decline in Christianity

has been recorded in Europe,
North America, the Americas,
Australia, and New Zealand,
according to Pew.  The Jewish
population grew by around six
per cent in those 10 years —
from 14 million to 15 million
people, the report said. 

As of 2020, 45.9 per cent of
Jews lived in Israel — the high-
est Jewish population in any
country. This was followed
by 41.2 per cent in
NorthAmerica. According to
the report, Buddhists Are the
only major religious group
that had fewer numbers in
2020 than a decade earlier. The
number of Buddhists in the
world dropped by 0.8 per
cent. 
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According to ‘Global
Religious Landscape’
report, by the Pew
Research Center, the
number of Hindus
worldwide grew 12 per
cent from 2010 to
2020

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

The Delhi High Court on
Thursday refused to
grant bail to Kashmiri

separatist leader Shabir Ahmad
Shah in a terror funding case,
observing the possibility of
him carrying out similar
unlawful activities and influ-
encing witnesses couldn’t be
ruled out.

A bench of Justices Navin
Chawla and Shalinder Kaur
said the Constitution of India
provides for a right to freedom
of speech and expression, but
it also places reasonable restric-
tions such as public order,
decency, morality or incitement
to an offence.

“This right cannot be mis-
used under the garb of carry-
ing out rallies wherein, a per-
son uses inflammatory speech-
es or instigates the public to
commit unlawful activities,
detrimental to the interest and

integrity of the country,” the
bench said.

The high court, therefore,
dismissed Shah’s appeal against
the trial court’s July 7, 2023
order refusing bail.

Shah was arrested by the
National Investigation Agency
(NIA) on June 4, 2019.

The high court also rejected
Shah’s alternate prayer seeking
“house arrest” given the serious
nature of charges.

In 2017, the NIA registered
a case against 12 persons for
allegations of conspiracy for
raising and collecting funds for
causing disruption by way of
pelting stones, damaging pub-
lic property and conspiring to
wage war against the govern-
ment of India.

Shah was alleged to have
played a “substantial role” in
facilitating a separatist or mil-
itant movement in Jammu and
Kashmir by inciting and insti-
gating the general public to slo-
ganeer in support of the seces-

sion of the J&K; paying tribute
to the family of slain terrorists
or militants by eulogising them
as “martyrs”; receiving money
through hawala transactions
and raising funds through the
LoC trade, which were alleged-
ly used to fuel subversive and
militant activities in J&K.

The high court observed he
was the chairman of the unlaw-
ful organisation Jammu and
Kashmir Democratic Freedom
Party (JKDPF).

The bench examined a table
elaborating on the 24 pending
cases against Shah, indicating
his involvement in a number of
criminal cases of a similar
nature and relating to conspir-
ing for the secession of J&K
from the union territory of
India. These cases reflect exten-
sive preparations and coordi-
nated action undertaken in
furtherance of that objective, it
added. Opposing Shah’s bail,
the NIA counsel said the inves-
tigating agency had unearthed

and collated substantial incrim-
inating evidence against him
and found that he played an
active part in a deep-rooted
conspiracy related to seces-
sionist and terrorist activities in
the J&K.

Shah’s counsel argued at the
time when his client was
alleged to have been involved
in various activities, his organ-
isation hadn’t been declared
unlawful and that he was not
involved in any illegal activity.
The court, however, found no
merit in the plea.

In case Shah was involved in
unlawful activities, the high
court said, the same couldn’t be
termed as lawful only because
the organisation he was head-
ing was at the time, was not
declared an unlawful associa-
tion. The court said though the
videos relied upon by the pros-
ecution were 25-years old, Shah
couldn’t be absolved of the
alleged offences committed at
that time. These videos and the

purported related acts came to
light only when the investiga-
tion in the present case was ini-
tiated, it added.

On Shah’s plea pointing out
a delay in the trial against
him, the high court noted
though he had been in custody
for five years, charges were
framed and the trial was under-
way without any delay on the
part of the prosecution.

In other connected cases, the
high court said, the prosecution
had fairly conceded to prune
the list of its witnesses. 

In the present case too, the
prosecution was expected to
drop irrelevant witnesses so
that the trial would proceed at
a faster pace, it added.

The court said charges were
framed by the trial court in the
case and for adjudicating his
regular bail plea, there were
reasonable grounds to believe
that the accusations against
Shah appeared prima facie
true.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

Congress MP Priyanka Gandhi
Vadra’s husband Robert Vadra
has no intention of avoiding

summons and is ready to appear before
the Enforcement Directorate (ED) any-
time before or after his travel abroad
later this month, his lawyer Suman
Khaitan said on Thursday.

The assertion came two days after
Vadra failed to appear before the ED
after he skipped the agency’s summons
on June 10 for questioning in a money
laundering case linked to UK-based
alleged arms consultant Sanjay
Bhandari.

Vadra, Wayanad MP’s husband, was
summoned by the probe agency to
record his statement in the case on June
10 but could not appear as he had flu-
like symptoms on June 9 and undertook
a COVID test according to the health
protocol, his lawyer said.

He said Vadra was ready to record his
statement virtually but the agency did
not accept the plea and wanted his
physical presence to do the needful.

“My client Robert Vadra has been
made aware of certain media reports
that erroneously suggest that my Client
has been avoiding ED summons. My
client would like to bring the true facts
to your attention and would like to state

unequivocally that such media reports
are completely untrue.

“Vadra has complied with all the ED
summons, demands for information
and documentation for the last ten
years. He has repeatedly affirmed and
demonstrated his full cooperation with
the authorities and will continue his full
cooperation as a law-abiding citizen of
India,” Khaitan said in a statement.

He said Vadra received a summons
to appear before the ED on June 10 in
respect of a case in which he has already
appeared before the agency on multi-
ple occasions dating back to 2019
when he also filed voluminous docu-
ments.

“On 09.06.2025, he came down with
flu-like symptoms and was advised to
take a COVID-19 test. This is in keep-
ing with the current practice being fol-
lowed by many institutions including
the PMO. Consequently, he informed
the ED that he would not be able to
attend proceedings in person on
10.06.2025.

“He also informed the ED that as a
law-abiding citizen who is keen on
clearing his name, he is happy to
attend the proceedings in person as
soon as he is medically cleared to do so.
He also volunteered to attend proceed-
ings virtually if the ED thought it nec-
essary to carry them out immediately,”
Vadra’s lawyer said.

The lawyer said Vadra is scheduled
to travel abroad later this month to
attend his daughter’s college graduation
ceremony. “He (Vadra) is perfectly
happy to attend proceedings at any
other time before or after the trip just
as he has already done several times,”
his counsel said.

Khaitan also claimed that he has also
recently submitted voluminous docu-
ments and answered all the questions
asked by ED in the past.

“Any attempt to suggest that Mr.
Vadra’s attendance of his daughter’s
graduation ceremony is some sort of
ruse to avoid attending any proceedings
is completely untrue, unacceptable
and without any basis in fact. This is
especially clear from the fact that all for-
eign travels by Mr. Vadra, are always
with prior notice to and knowledge of
ED and with the prior permission of the
Court.

“It is a matter of record with ED that
Mr. Vadra has regularly and repeated-
ly appeared before the ED whenever
summoned and there is no basis or rea-
son to even think that Mr Vadra will
ever try to give any untrue reason while
asking for time to appear before ED,”
his lawyer asserted.

The sources said Vadra had
sought an adjournment of Tuesday’s
summons, and he will now be given a
fresh date. The ED wants to record

Vadra’s statement under the Prevention
of Money Laundering Act (PMLA) and
then file a charge sheet against him
before the court, sources said.

The federal probe agency
had questioned the 56-year-old busi-
nessman for three consecutive days in
April in a separate money laundering
case linked to alleged irregularities in
a 2008 land deal in Haryana.

Bhandari (63) fled to
London in 2016, soon after the Income
Tax Department raided him in Delhi.

A UK court earlier this
month refused an application filed by
the Indian government seeking permis-
sion to appeal in Britain’s Supreme
Court against the discharge of Bhandari
in an extradition case, virtually ruling
out chances of him being brought to the
country to face the law.

The ED filed a charge sheet
in this case in 2023, alleging that
Bhandari acquired the 12, Bryanston
Square house in London in 2009 and
got it renovated “as per the directions
of Robert Vadra, who provided the
funds for the renovation”.

Vadra has denied that he
owns any London property directly or
indirectly.

Terming the charges a
“political witch hunt”, Vadra has said he
is being “hounded and harassed” to
subserve political ends. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Jammu

In a significant develop-
ment, Sunil Sharma, Leader
of Opposition (LoP) in the

Jammu and Kashmir
Legislative Assembly and
senior Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) leader, met 
with Lieutenant Governor
Manoj Sinha in Srinagar on
Thursday to address concerns
over the mandatory require-
ment of Urdu language profi-
ciency for the Naib Tehsildar
examination.

Accompanied by Sat Paul
Sharma, President of the BJP
Jammu and Kashmir Unit, the
LoP urged the Lieutenant
Governor to make the 
working knowledge of Urdu
non-mandatory for the recruit-

ment process, citing issues of
fairness and regional dispari-
ty. The Jammu and Kashmir
Services Selection Board
(JKSSB) issued a notification
on June 9, 2025, for the recruit-
ment of 75 Naib Tehsildar
posts in the Revenue

Department, sparking contro-
versy by designating Urdu as a
compulsory subject for aspi-
rants.

This requirement has trig-
gered widespread unrest, par-
ticularly in the Jammu region,
where candidates have argued

that it creates an unfair barri-
er, given that Hindi and Dogri
are more commonly spoken
and taught in the region’s edu-
cational institutions.

During the meeting at Raj
Bhawan in Srinagar, Sunil
Sharma emphasized that man-
dating proficiency in Urdu, one
of the five official languages of
the Jammu and Kashmir
Union Territory (UT), under-
mines constitutional princi-
ples of equal opportunity and
administrative impartiality. 

“In Jammu, languages like
Hindi and Dogri are primari-
ly spoken and taught in schools
and colleges, whereas Urdu
remains an optional subject,”
Sharma stated in a letter
addressed to the Lieutenant
Governor, a copy of which was
also sent to Chief Minister

Omar Abdullah. 
He argued that the Urdu

requirement constitutes a
“gross injustice” to aspirants
from the Jammu Division,
potentially exacerbating
regional disparities and dis-
crimination.

In addition to seeking the
removal of the Urdu require-
ment, Sharma and Sat Paul
Sharma urged the Lieutenant
Governor to ensure that gov-
ernment documents and pro-
cedures are translated into all
five official languages of the 

J and K UT—Hindi, Urdu,
Dogri, Kashmiri and English. 

This move, they argued,
would promote inclusivity and
accessibility for all residents of
the Union Territory, aligning
with the principles of equitable
governance.

Islam fastest-growing religion in world, says Pew Report

Robert Vadra ready to appear before ED,

no intention to avoid summons: Lawyer

TERROR FUNDING CASE: DELHI HC DENIES BAIL TO
KASHMIRI SEPARATIST LEADER SHABIR SHAH

BJP LEADER URGES J AND K LG TO DROP URDU
REQUIREMENT FOR NAIB TEHSILDAR EXAM



The Legal Aid Defense Counsel System (LADCS) in
India is emerging as a critical initiative to enhance
access to justice for the poor and marginalized.

Launched by the National Legal Services Authority
(NALSA), LADCS operationalises the constitutional
rights to life and personal liberty (Article 21) and the state’s
duty to provide free legal aid (Article 39A). 

The system adopts a public defender-style approach, a
shift from the previous model relying on part-time empan-
eled lawyers. LADCS ensures full-time, salaried
legal professionals are deployed in every district
under the District Legal Services Authority
(DLSA). 

These teams are typically structured with a
Chief Legal Aid Defense Counsel, Deputy Chief,
and Assistant Legal Aid Defense Counsels, aim-
ing for consistency, accountability, and dedicat-
ed service.

As a Legal Aid Defense Counsel in Gautam
Buddh Nagar, the author highlights the practi-
cal impact of LADCS in bridging the gap
between vulnerable individuals and the justice
system. Their responsibilities extend beyond
courtroom appearances to include advocacy, strategy,
counseling, and coordination. They manage bail applica-

tions, revisions, and appeals, monitor case progress, and
provide continuous legal assistance throughout criminal
proceedings. Collaboration with jail authorities, court staff,
police, and families is also integral to protecting the rights
of the accused. 

A key component of LADCS is the mandatory weekly
jail visit protocol. During these visits, LADCs identify
undertrial prisoners lacking legal representation or
understanding of their cases, often their first interaction
with the legal system after extended periods. They offer
legal counseling, assess bail or discharge possibilities, and
draft necessary legal documents. 

Furthermore, LADCs report issues like custodial
abuse, illegal detention, or procedural delays
to the DLSA, contributing to both individual
justice and systemic transparency.To uphold
professionalism and integrity, NALSA’s
LADCS Scheme (2022) outlines operational
and ethical guidelines. 

Defense counsels are required to maintain
client confidentiality, act without bias, and
uphold individual dignity. Meticulous record-
keeping of case files, court orders, jail visit
notes, and monthly reports is mandated, with
review by the DLSA. Significantly, LADCs are
prohibited from private practice, ensuring

their undivided focus on legal aid and prevent-
ing conflicts of interest. 

Each district also has a Monitoring and Mentoring

Committee responsible for evaluating LADCs’ perfor-
mance, with the authority to recommend disciplinary
action for negligence or misconduct. 

This institutional oversight aims to strengthen public
confidence and professional accountability. LADCs are also
expected to approach their work with empathy and social
awareness, particularly in sensitive cases involving
women, juveniles, disabled persons, or individuals from
SC/ST or minority backgrounds, promoting a human-cen-
tric approach to justice.

From ground-level experience, the LADCS has shown
tangible impact in Gautam Buddh Nagar, with many
undertrial prisoners gaining access to bail, updates, and
rightful representation. 

By accelerating legal processes, LADCS helps reduce
case backlogs and decongest jails, simultaneously restor-
ing faith in the justice system. Courts also benefit from
better-prepared defense counsels, leading to smoother case
management. The system is not just about free legal ser-
vices but about providing quality, ethical, and consistent
representation. 

While challenges like increasing awareness, addressing
staff shortages, and expanding reach persist, LADCS is
proving to be a foundational pillar of legal empowerment
in India, defending constitutional values, human digni-
ty, and the essence of justice for all.
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US President Donald Trump has
targeted top US universities dur-
ing his second term. He has been
waging a war on Ivy League uni-

versities for the past few weeks. He has par-
ticularly targeted institutions such as
Harvard, Yale, Princeton, Columbia,
Cornell, Brown, Dartmouth, and the
University of Pennsylvania. 

This move has shocked the American
higher education system. Academia now
faces a significant challenge fighting against
the administration. Trump’s attacks also
have a political dimension. They are
viewed as a conservative strategy to reduce
the influence of liberalism in higher edu-
cation. They could be aimed at eroding the
Democratic Party’s  traditional 
support base. 

The affected universities, which include
those with funding cuts, are located in areas
where the Democrats received strong sup-
port. Many of these institutions are now
facing funding cuts and grant restrictions,
which have significantly impacted their
research and educational programmes.
Conservatives have often complained
about a bias in these institutions. Some
view that these are part of the Trump
administration’s effort to reshape higher
education.

One speculation is that Trump harbours
resentment towards Ivy League schools for
not granting him an honorary degree
or inviting him to speak at graduation,
despite his graduation from the
Wharton School.  Most recent
American presidents have graduated
from Ivy League universities, includ-
ing Trump, who attended the Wharton
School of the University of
Pennsylvania.

In the first few months of 2024, the
Trump administration has moved
aggressively to strip federal funding
from prominent colleges and univer-
sities. On March 10, the administra-
tion took action against Harvard,
Columbia, NYU, and 60 other insti-
tutions. It also started investigations into
possible violations of the Civil Rights Act
due to incidents of antisemitic harassment.
More than $10 billion in research grants
have been cut. 

Immigration and Customs Enforcement
has apprehended student activists.
International students are not eligible for
admission to Harvard, which also risks los-
ing its tax exemption status.Trump has also
banned international students from attend-
ing Harvard. 

Harvard risks losing its tax-exempt sta-
tus. These actions have raised tensions

among Ivy League uni-
versities. Many universities
initially chose to adhere to
Trump’s policies. They
have agreed to enhance
on-campus security and
also allow oversight in
some specific depart-
ments. Columbia has been
warned that failing to
address antisemitic harass-
ment incidents adequate-
ly could jeopardise its
accreditation. Princeton
University and the
University of Pennsylvania

have also suspended hundreds of millions
in research grants. The Department of
Education is investigating ten universities
for alleged antisemitism and has warned
others that similar inquiries may occur.
Furthermore, it is examining 52 universi-
ties for illegal race-based projects.

Trump has introduced new guidelines
aimed at limiting international student
admissions, including a cap on visas, and
he has publicly criticised Harvard, stating,
“Harvard needs to behave itself.” 

The confrontation marked a dramatic
battle between Harvard, America’s oldest

and wealthiest University, and the presi-
dent, Donald Trump. “Everyone knows that
Harvard has lost its way,” Trump posted in
X. “Harvard is a JOKE, teaches Hate and
Stupidity, and should no longer receive
Federal Funds.” 

Harvard is hard hit both financially and
otherwise. They include funding cuts and
agreeing to follow new federal oversight
rules, including scrutiny of curricula,
admissions, and research priorities. Taking
legal action, Harvard has initiated court
proceedings and received temporary relief
when a federal judge suspended the poli-
cy that restricted international students
from obtaining visas.

As to the reason for Trump targeting the
Ivy League institutions, the administration
has offered various explanations. Some
believe that during the 2024 Presidential
campaign, Trump pledged to cut funding
and accreditation for colleges that propa-
gate “antisemitic propaganda.”

After he returned to the White House in
2024, Trump launched a campaign target-
ing Ivy League schools. The White House
says this campaign was prompted by con-
cerns that these schools are not 
doing enough to deal with antisemitism on
their campuses. 

This concern has grown due to the anti-
Israel protests at US universities since the
Gaza conflict escalated. It is unclear how
long the Trump versus Academia con-
frontation will continue. It all depends on
how long the affected institutions can with-
stand the pressure. Will it fight back or
comply with the White House? Even if the
targeted universities refuse to change their
policies soon, some will start changing on
their own. For example, Michigan, Ohio
State, and the University of California have
already made changes, and more to follow. 

International students hoping to join
these elite institutions now face uncertain-
ty and must consider alternatives in other
countries. They contribute vast amounts of
dollars mainly to the US economy. Some
are considering universities in other coun-
tries as alternatives. It is said that it takes
years to build an institution but only
moments to tear one down. The conflict is
escalating, and the affected universities may
pursue more legal avenues. If it continues,
American universities may lose talent, even
as the Trump administration doubles
down on its actions.

Trump takes aim at Ivy League
In a controversial campaign, President Donald Trump has launched an aggressive offensive against America’s most

prestigious universities, particularly Ivy League institutions, through funding cuts, policy investigations, and harsh rhetoric
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A Silent Revolution in Justice Delivery

India, with concerns about overpopulation, now faces a very different
demographic dilemma — one marked not by too many births, but by too
few. According to the UNFPA’s State of World Population 2025 report,

India’s total fertility rate has dropped to 1.9, slipping below the
replacement level of 2.1. This means that, on average, Indian women are
having fewer children than required to maintain the population size over
time. While India remains the most populous country in the world with a
population of 1.46 billion, the nature of this growth is undergoing a
significant shift. The days of large families are fading, replaced by a quieter
but deeply transformative trend of smaller households and fewer births.
This decline in fertility didn’t occur overnight. It is the cumulative outcome
of decades of social progress and change. More girls are completing their
education. Access to contraceptives and reproductive health services has
expanded. Urbanisation has reshaped lifestyles and aspirations. Cultural
norms are evolving, with more women delaying marriage, entering the
workforce, and asserting autonomy over reproductive decisions. 

In 1960, the average Indian woman had nearly six children. Today, that
number has fallen to less than two. This change is more than a
demographic trend; it is a powerful indicator of women’s empowerment.
The falling fertility rate brings with it several positive implications. First and
foremost, it reflects an increase in personal choice, particularly for women.
It signifies that more individuals now have the option to decide if, when,
and how many children they wish to have. As life expectancy rises —
currently at 74 for women and 71 for men — India will inevitably face a
growing elderly population. 

But this would also have negative impact as well. The country must
prepare for a future in which fewer young workers support a larger ageing
population. This could place immense pressure on public healthcare, social
welfare systems, and family structures. A declining fertility rate can
eventually lead to a shrinking labour force, which, over time, may hinder
economic productivity and growth. Countries like Japan, Italy, and South
Korea are already grappling with such consequences. India, though better
placed demographically at the moment, must take lessons from their
experiences to avoid similar pitfalls in the future. 

Equally important is the need to address the deep regional and socio-
economic disparities that continue to exist within India. While urban,
educated families may be voluntarily choosing to have fewer children, many
women in rural and low-income communities still lack access to adequate
reproductive healthcare and have limited control over their reproductive
choices. This uneven access undermines the very foundation of progress
that falling fertility is supposed to represent. Therefore, India’s falling
fertility rate should not be viewed with alarm, but neither should it be met
with complacency. It is not a crisis, but it is a signal — a call for thoughtful
planning and inclusive policy. As the UNFPA rightly emphasises, the focus
should not be on population panic but on empowering people to make
informed, autonomous decisions about their reproductive lives.

India’s demographic story is changing and with it comes
a new set of opportunities and challenges

Falling Fertility Rate:

Crisis or course correction

California on the brink
California, home to Hollywood, Disneyland, America’s
busiest port, and now the world’s fourth-largest econ-
omy, is facing a serious crisis. President Donald
Trump has controversially invoked Title 10 authority
to deploy 700 National Guard troops to Los Angeles
without the consent of Governor Gavin Newsom — a
likely presidential candidate. Alarming reports suggest
the troops have been instructed to arrest the Governor
if he interferes. 

The crisis stems from aggressive ICE raids in Los
Angeles, Compton, and Paramount, which led to over
100 arrests and sparked widespread protests. These
quickly turned violent, with incidents of looting,
arson, and vehicle ramming. 

Governor Newsom has launched legal action against
the federal move, while US Marines are also being
deployed, raising concerns about military force being
used against civilians. 

Over 100 arrests during aggressive ICE raids have trig-
gered unrest, prompting President Trump to invoke Title
10 and send 700 National Guard troops — reportedly
with orders to detain the Governor if he obstructs. With
Marines joining the scene and 54 per cent of Americans
supporting the President, California faces a growing cri-
sis with national implications and an uncertain resltion.

RS NARULA | PATIALA

One nation one temperature!
Power Minister Manohar Lal Khattar’s proposal to regu-
late AC temperatures so that they don’t go below 20 degrees
Celsius has been met with backlash by citizens worried that
the Modi Government is interfering a little too much. It has
pitted the ‘greater good’ of energy conservation against the
consumer’s right to choose. ‘One nation, one temperature’
and other hashtags are gaining ground on social media. The
timing of the announcement — it was made as the coun-
try reels under extreme heat — has also been criticised.

New air conditioners in the Indian market will soon not
go below 20 degrees, Khattar said Tuesday, referring to a
“new provision” which he said would be “implemented soon”.
He pitched it as a bid to bring energy efficiency in the $3
billion AC market in the country. If the Government has
its way, ‘temperature standardisation’ norms will apply to
new AC units for malls, homes and cars that are manufac-
tured and sold after this proposal comes into effect.

Many citizens have raised concerns about what they see
as the Government infringing upon their choices as cus-
tomers. Others argued that in the backdrop of rising tem-
peratures, the Government should be working to make ACs
more accessible for consumers, rather than bringing in “first-
world” policies to the country. “What next, cars that can’t
drive below 20 km/h and above 60 km/h,” remarked
Supreme Court Advocate Sanjay Hegde.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

Decline in micro financing 
The news about 25 per cent decline in microfinancing (12-
6-25) signals a serious situation warranting the immediate
attention of the Government. Right now, this section is eco-
nomically too weak to access anything other than essen-
tials. This section, with around 100 crore consumers ren-
dered redundant due to a lack of purchasing power, is helped
by microfinancing firms by extending small loans under
easy repayment terms. 

The harsh means applied to recover loans have discour-
aged many. In spite of such positive interventions, a 25 per
cent decline in performance is a serious alarm that signals
the shrinking repaying capacity of the people. A growing
number of jobless members in families, inflation, wage revi-
sions frozen for a decade, and growing costs of healthcare
and education are the directly or indirectly contributing fac-
tors. There is a dire need to empower the vast poor sec-
tion of people to spend more to stimulate the market with
increasing demand. Illness is already reported in the pro-
duction sector. 

We need more microfinancing firms to cater to more peo-
ple. Lakhs of crores have gone down the drain as waived-
off loans and haircuts, benefiting the production sector. It
is still limping due to a lack of demand. Therefore, the imme-
diate option is to activate microfinancing firms to expand
their harassment-free operations. 

AG RAJMOHAN | ANANTAPUR
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(The writer is a popular columnist. 
Views are personal)

(The author is a Legal Aid Defense Counsel with the District Legal
Services Authority, Gautam Buddh Nagar. Views are personal)

A full moon rises behind Galata Tower landmark, 
in Istanbul. PTI

PIC TALK

Apropos of “A Diplomatic Victory Over
Pakistan” (The Pioneer, 12 June,
2025), there is no gainsaying that

India has scored a big diplomatic victory
over war-torn Pakistan by deputing the All-
Party Delegations to various countries to
honestly present the Indian side of
Operation Sindoor. Of course, apart from
exposing the duplicity of the theocratic
state and their role in enthusiastically
investing in and aggressively promoting
Pan-Islamic Terrorism across the globe,
India has also won diplomatic brownie
points, or goodwill, whatever one may call
it. From the sidelines of the entire exercise,
it can be seen that all the teams
successfully finished their brief with élan
and style. 

No delegates failed in handling dicey or
planted questions from moles planted by
Pakistan. Secondly, what took the entire
democratic world by surprise is the
involvement of the opposition MPs in an
exercise which would have put their

political future in jeopardy at home.
It is also a moment of glory for the

Indian democracy for yet again proving its
strength and refreshing spirit during these
testing times. The Western democracies,
who always consider themselves to be
mature, thriving democracies, have a
lesson or two to learn from the latest
Indian democratic example. India’s
diplomatic outreach through bipartisan
delegations has not only exposed
Pakistan’s duplicity on terrorism but also
strengthened global support for Operation
Sindoor. The participation of opposition
MPs showcased India’s democratic
maturity, surprising many in the West.
Each team fulfilled its mission with clarity
and composure, effectively countering
hostile narratives. This rare political unity
during a geopolitical crisis stands as a
testament to India’s democratic resilience
and offers valuable lessons to even the
most seasoned democracies.

BICHU MUTTATHARA | PUNE

INDIA REACHES OUT TO THE
WORLD AND MAKES A POINT

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than 400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



On June 4, 1903, Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi launched The Indian Opinion in
South Africa, a publication that became a

vital tool in his struggle against racial injustice. As
detailed by Ela Gandhi in her book, “Mahatma
Gandhi and the Media  —  The Indian Opinion” a
publication of the National Gandhi Museum, New
Delhi, the seeds of this resistance were sown on June
7, 1893, when Gandhi, despite holding a valid first-
class ticket, was forcibly ejected from a train at
Pietermaritzburg due to his race. 

That freezing night in the station’s waiting room
marked a turning point; he resolved to stay and resist
injustice instead of returning home. He also
telegrammed the railway manager, urging correc-
tive action against such discriminatory conduct. Ela
Gandhi writes, “On that night, he rejected the idea
of abandoning his case and immediately returning
home to a life of dignity and respect. He rejected
the idea of succumbing to the insults and accept-
ing them as a way of life in South Africa. He decid-
ed instead to stay on and confront and transform
the racist system”. 

His activism in South Africa spanned over two
decades (1893-1914). During this period, he devel-
oped and refined his unique philosophy of non-vio-
lent resistance, which he termed “Satyagraha”
(truth-force). He organised mass protests, boycotts,
and civil disobedience campaigns against discrim-
inatory laws, such as the Black Act (which required
Indians to carry registration certificates) and the £3
poll tax (In 1913, the South African Government
introduced a £3 tax on Indians, (mainly those who
had completed their indentured labour contracts). 

These struggles often led to (direct) confronta-
tions with the authorities, and Gandhi, along with
thousands of other Indians, faced numerous arrests
and endured harsh prison sentences. His imprison-
ments — further drew atten-
tion to unjust laws through
non-violent means — and
were a deliberate act of civil
disobedience for a right-
eous cause, further solidify-
ing his resolve to fight injus-
tice.

Ela Gandhi notes that
Gandhi had “Written hun-
dreds of letters to the press
about the irking racism
and the various injustices
suffered by South Africans.
He wrote about the
wretched conditions of ser-
vice that the indentured
workers were subject to in South Africa. He pro-
duced the famous green pamphlet to discourage
Indians from being lured into indenture by false sto-
ries and promises”. 

Mahatma Gandhi’s strategic use of alternative
media was both innovative and deliberate. Deeply
conscious of the press’s influence, he also recognised

the ethical responsibilities inherent in journalism.
As Ela Gandhi notes, “He was also aware of the
responsibility that a journalist carried. As a writer
or journalist, he constantly exercised discipline over
himself to ensure that his reporting was balanced.”
The persistent injustices faced by the Indian com-
munity in South Africa, along with the imperative
for organised resistance, prompted Gandhi to
launch ‘The Indian Opinion’. Recognising the inad-
equacy and bias of the white-owned press, he envi-
sioned a medium that would serve not only as a
newspaper but also as a pedagogical tool for dissem-
inating the principles of Satyagraha. It became a crit-
ical platform for mobilisation and dialogue, anchor-
ing the nascent Indian civil rights movement. 

‘The Indian Opinion’ began as a bilingual (later
trilingual and quadrilingual) weekly, published in
Gujarati, Hindi, Tamil, and English. Its primary
objective was to articulate the grievances of the
Indian community in South Africa, combat racial
discrimination, and foster unity among diverse lin-
guistic and religious groups. Mahatma Gandhi him-
self meticulously managed its production, writing
a significant portion of its content, editing, and even
doing manual labour at the press. The paper
reported on legal cases, documented instances of
injustice, provided educational content and served
as a forum for community discussions. Through

‘The Indian Opinion’, Mohandas Karamchand
Gandhi didn’t just report the news; he shaped it,
guiding his readers towards a deeper understand-
ing of their collective plight and the imperative for
non-violent resistance, and, simultaneously, Gandhi’s
evolution as a leader.

Today, in a world grappling with the rise of divi-
sive narratives and the proliferation of ‘fake news,’
‘The Indian Opinion’s’ commitment to truth and eth-
ical communication remains profoundly relevant.
The digital age has democratised information but
has also unleashed a torrent of misinformation, 
making the discerning reader an endangered
species. Imagine Gandhi in the 21st century, armed
not with a hand-cranked printing press but with
a smartphone.

Mahatma Gandhi might have leveraged social
media platforms to disseminate his message in an
era of instant gratification and viral content. His
iconic quotes could become powerful memes, his
calls to action amplified through trending hashtags.
However, he would likely approach these tools with
extreme caution, prioritising authentic engagement
over superficial popularity. 

He would use social media not for self-promo-
tion, but for genuine community mobilisation, echo-
ing the words of the Canadian philosopher Marshall
McLuhan, “The medium is the message.” 

For Gandhi, the message was always truth and
non-violence, and the medium would be moulded
to serve that higher purpose. Just as ‘The Indian
Opinion’ served as a hub for organising protests and
passive resistance campaigns, a modern-day ‘Indian
Opinion’ would perhaps be deeply embedded in
online activism. It would facilitate virtual meetings,
organise digital petitions, and livestream acts of non-
violent civil disobedience.

Going forward with what Marshall McLuhan had
said, Gandhi would not have succumbed to popu-
larity metrics like ‘likes’ or ‘followers’. Instead, as his-
torian Ramachandra Guha in his book ‘Gandhi
Before India notes, Gandhi “was never interested in
public applause… he was interested in public
awakening”. 

Gandhi’s commitment to self-sufficiency and eth-
ical production was evident in ‘The Indian Opinion’s’
operation. He believed in local control and minimis-
ing reliance on external, often exploitative, systems.
In today’s tech landscape, this translates into a pow-
erful critique of centralised digital platforms and data
monopolies. 

Mahatma Gandhi might have advocated for data
privacy — as it is one of the greatest dangers peo-
ple are facing. Further, going by his ‘dharma’ (right-
eous principles), Mahatma Gandhi would have advo-
cated for ethical algorithms, transparent data prac-
tices, and the responsible use of artificial intelligence
(AI), while cautioning about the dangers of the
addictive nature of social media.

American media theorist Evgeny Morozov (2011)
argues that online activism often gives a false sense
of accomplishment — ‘clicks have replaced commit-
ment.’ Mahatma Gandhi would challenge this hol-
low activism and call for real-world consequences.
“It is not enough to be passively good; we must be
actively good,” he once wrote (Collected Works of
Mahatma Gandhi, Vol. 27, p. 164). ‘The Indian
Opinion’ of the 21st century would, therefore, focus
on ‘converting online energy into offline results’.
Today’s journalists often find themselves caught
between TRPs, clicks, and ethical compromise. A
2020 Reuters Institute report lamented the declin-
ing public trust in mainstream media globally.
Gandhi’s ‘Indian Opinion’, however, would choose
‘trust over traffic’.

If the ‘charkha’ (spinning wheel) was Gandhi’s
symbol of resistance and regeneration in the 20th
century, the smartphone — used mindfully — could
become its 21st-century equivalent. Mahatma
would strongly advocate for its use with restraint,
truth, and compassion.

Last, but not the least, Mahatma Gandhi did not
romanticise suffering, nor did he glamourise tech-
nology. He was pragmatic yet principled. His digi-
tal philosophy would be grounded in Satyagraha —
not just in ‘content’, but in ‘conduct’. His “The Indian
Opinion” served that purpose.

When Russian Foreign Minister Sergey
Lavrov recently called for the revival of the
Russia-India-China (RIC) trilateral dia-

logue, it echoed a familiar, if somewhat outdated,
diplomatic refrain. Labeling RIC as an “independent
mechanism,” Lavrov argued that the moment is ripe
for its reinvigoration — especially given the report-
ed easing of India-China border tensions. On the sur-
face, it sounded like a classic Eurasian initiative: three
major powers coming together to balance global
influence and reinforce multipolarity. But in sub-
stance, the call appears more symbolic than strate-
gic, driven less by genuine trust and more by
Moscow’s shifting compulsions.

Originally conceptualised in the late 1990s, RIC
was born out of a common need among the three
nations to counterbalance Western dominance and
to claim space in global decision-making. At the time,
the idea of a trilateral dialogue made sense — India,
Russia, and China were navigating a unipolar
world, seeking to shape a more balanced internation-
al order. However, over the past two decades, the
geopolitical context has transformed significantly. The
foundational logic behind RIC has weakened as each
member has chosen distinct strategic paths.

India’s foreign policy has evolved through sustained
engagements with a host of global actors — partic-
ularly the Indo-Pacific Quad (with the U.S.,
Japan, and Australia), France, and key
Southeast Asian partners. These relation-
ships are grounded in values like trans-
parency, sovereignty, and a rules-based
international system-values that China
does not share. Beijing’s military postur-
ing along the Line of Actual Control, its
strategic penetration into the Indian
Ocean, and its use of economic coercion
have deeply eroded trust in New Delhi.

Even Lavrov’s claim of reduced bor-
der tensions is disputable. While disen-
gagement has occurred in some friction
zones, the larger strategic environment
remains tense. Post-Galwan, India’s diplo-
matic recalibration has been clear: less sentimental-
ism, more realism. New Delhi is no longer willing
to engage in platforms that pay lip service to unity
while ignoring hard truths. RIC, under these con-
ditions, appears increasingly disconnected from the
region’s evolving security landscape. 

Russia’s position further complicates the equation.
While defence and energy ties with India remain
strong, Moscow’s growing dependency on China —
intensified by Western sanctions — undermines its
role as a neutral partner. This tilt is not lost on India.
Moscow’s silence on Chinese aggression and its quiet
alignment with Pakistani narratives in multilateral
forums have not gone unnoticed. A recent decision
to collaborate with Pakistan in reviving a Soviet-era
steel plant only reinforces the perception of Russia’s
pivot away from India’s sensitivities.

Given these shifts, Lavrov’s push for RIC should

be seen for what it is: a diplomatic move by Russia
to maintain relevance in Asia without Western inter-
ference. RIC offers Moscow a platform, even if only
symbolically, to present itself as a balancer. But sym-
bolism alone does not constitute strategy. For RIC
to be viable, it would require political will, mutual
trust, and convergence on key issues — all of which
are currently absent.

India, to its credit, does not reject any multilater-
al platform outright. It continues to engage in RIC,
BRICS, and the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation.
However, such participation is pragmatic, not pref-
erential. These forums are now largely diplomatic
stages rather than engines for transformative change.
India’s real focus lies on groupings where its values
and strategic goals align with those of its partners.
Moreover, India’s democratic ethos increasingly
diverges from the authoritarian and opaque gover-
nance styles of Russia and China. This divergence
is more than ideological — it affects everything from
crisis response to geopolitical alignment. Without
shared principles and trust, trilateral mechanisms like
RIC risk producing hollow rhetoric instead of sub-
stantive results.

It’s also important to recognise that India isn’t seek-
ing to distance itself completely from either China
or Russia. What it desires is strategic autonomy —

the ability to act in its own interest without
being tied down by legacy frameworks or

false notions of equidistance. 
In this context, dialogue remains

important, but only when it is based on
reciprocity, mutual respect, and a willing-
ness to address core concerns. Beijing’s
attempt to compartmentalise its relation-
ship with India — engaging economical-
ly while maintaining military standoffs
— is something New Delhi has actively
resisted. Under such conditions, expect-
ing India to re-engage meaningfully in
RIC amounts to ignoring ground reali-
ties. Any revival that does not address the

trust deficit will remain superficial — serv-
ing little purpose beyond optics. Finally, the idea of
multipolarity that once inspired RIC has itself evolved. 

Today, the global order is shaped less by tradition-
al power blocs and more by flexible, issue-based coali-
tions. India’s active role in areas like digital gover-
nance, climate action, and global health demonstrates
this shift. RIC no longer fits into this dynamic, for-
ward-looking vision. Lavrov’s appeal to revive RIC
may resonate with diplomatic nostalgia, but it lacks
contemporary relevance. The world has changed, and
so has India. Clinging to outdated formats risks
diverting attention from more effective collaborations.
India’s future lies in agile, purposeful, and values-
aligned partnerships. Dialogue is welcome, but only
if it’s grounded in realism — not rhetoric.

From Dehradun Expressway to Meerut
Expressway and Central Vista to Bharat
Mandapam — PM Modi executed projects

worth approximately 1.50 lakh Crore in the nation-
al capital during his 11 years of tenure in the cen-
tre since May 26, 2014. Besides spending `53,000
crore on Delhi Metro projects, the central
Government says around `68,000 crore has been
directly spent on Delhi’s development in the last
decade. Furthermore, Detailed Project Reports
(DPR) have been prepared for new infrastructure
worth `24,000 crore in the pipeline. A major por-
tion of the spending, nearly ̀ 41,000 crore, has gone
into road infrastructure, while `15,000 crore was
allocated to railway-related projects. Another
`12,000 crore has been invested in airport-related
infrastructure and surrounding connectivity. Projects
like the Delhi-Merut Expressway, the Pragati
Maidan tunnel, Dwarka Expressway, Urban
Extension Road, and the Central Vista redevelop-
ment have been some of the most visible changes
that citizens can witness across the city. 

Among the biggest completed projects is the
Delhi-Meerut Expressway, which has cut down trav-
el time to Meerut to just 45 minutes. This road has
significantly improved the daily commute for res-
idents in NCR towns. It is also part of a larger effort
to expand high-speed corridors across India. The
Government is also building the Delhi-
Mumbai Expressway, aiming to reduce the
travel time between the two cities to about
12 hours. The Eastern and Western
Peripheral Expressways, which had been
stalled for years due to issues between
state Governments, were completed dur-
ing this period. These bypass highways
were planned to divert heavy vehicular
traffic away from Delhi. With an estimat-
ed 50,000 trucks that previously passed
through the capital every day now using
these routes, traffic congestion and air
pollution in the city have seen some relief.

In addition to major expressways, the
Urban Extension Road-II, built at a cost of over 
` 7,700 crore, has created an alternative route con-
necting north and west Delhi to the airport and
south Delhi. The road is expected to ease pressure
on congested internal roads, especially for com-
muters from Haryana, Punjab, and Jammu and
Kashmir who often face bottlenecks entering
Delhi. While this road was originally the Delhi
Government’s responsibility, it was taken over by the
National Highways Authority of India, with full sup-
port from the Centre. One of the key projects in cen-
tral Delhi is the redevelopment of Central Vista, a
project that has stirred both political and public
debate. It includes the new Parliament building,
which was completed in under four years. The
Kartavya Path, formerly known as Rajpath, has also
been redesigned under this project. Earlier plagued
by traffic and poor pedestrian access, the area now

features better walkways, underground passages, and
landscaping. The wider Central Vista plan includes
the upcoming Central Secretariat complex, where
several Government ministries will be housed under
one roof. Another key transport intervention has
been the Pragati Maidan Integrated Transit Corridor.
Built to address traffic congestion during major
events at the Pragati Maidan exhibition grounds, the
corridor includes a tunnel that provides signal-free
movement between Mandi House and east Delhi.
This project has led to a significant reduction i n

jams at ITO and on Mathura Road. It also
includes parking facilities for thousands of

vehicles and several underground U-
turns to manage traffic flow.

Near the airport, two major conven-
tion centres have been established —
Bharat Mandapam and Yashobhoomi.
Bharat Mandapam, located at Pragati
Maidan, hosted the G20 summit and
now serves as a venue for large nation-
al and international conferences. 

Its construction also transformed the
surrounding infrastructure, including
roads and metro access. Yashobhoomi,
built over 221 acres with an investment

of around ̀ 25,000 crores, is among the largest con-
vention centres in Asia and can host up to 20,000
people at once. It is well-connected by metro and
roads such as the Dwarka Expressway and UER-II.
Efforts have also been made to boost rail-based
regional connectivity. The first phase of the Delhi-
Merut Regional Rapid Transit System, or RRTS,
branded as Namo Bharat, is now operational
between Delhi and a part of Meerut. When com-
plete, the corridor will drastically reduce commute
time between the two cities. Similar corridors have
been proposed from Delhi to Panipat and Delhi to
Alwar. These high-speed transit lines aim to bring
surrounding towns into the fold of daily commut-
ing zones, reducing the dependence on road trav-
el and offering an alternative to private vehicles.

Several projects have focused on improving the
internal infrastructure of the city. The flyover at

Dhaula Kuan, for instance, was finally constructed
after years of delay caused by land availability issues.
The flyover eased movement between west Delhi
and the airport. Another area of focus has been
urban housing and the regularisation of settlements.
Under the PM-UDAY scheme, efforts have been
made to provide ownership rights to residents of
over 1,700 unauthorised colonies. Around 29,000
houses have been sanctioned under the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana (Urban), and 3,000 flats for eco-
nomically weaker sections were built with a total
outlay of around `354 crore.

New public infrastructure has also included edu-
cational and cultural facilities such as the Veer
Savarkar College at Delhi University, the Prime
Minister’s Museum, the Police Memorial, and the
National War Memorial. Oxygen parks and green
zones have also been developed in several parts of
the city, intended as both environmental measures
and public recreation spaces.  In public transport,
Delhi received support from the Centre for expand-
ing its fleet of electric buses under the FAME scheme.
The central Government funded a substantial por-
tion of the cost of these non-polluting buses.  Several
projects are currently in the pipeline. Detailed Project
Reports have been prepared for new infrastructure
worth `24,000 crores, spanning over 120 kilome-
tres.  Among these are a 7-kilometre tunnel from
Shiv Murti to Nelson Mandela Road, an elevated
road connecting INA to the airport with possible
extensions to Gurugram and Faridabad, and fur-
ther extensions of UER-II to connect Alipur,
Tronica City, and the Delhi-Dehradun route.  A fea-
sibility study is also being conducted for a tunnel
connecting Sarai Kale Khan to IGI Airport, which
could transform airport access for south and east
Delhi residents.  From new highways and tunnels
to convention centres and transit corridors, the
national capital has seen rapid transformation —
one that is reshaping how the city moves, works, and
presents itself to the world.

Redefining the Capital: Modi Govt
drives massive infra push across Delhi
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In today’s digital world of misinformation and fleeting outrage, Gandhi’s model of principled media — anchored in trust, 
restraint and purpose — offers a timeless blueprint for using technology to serve truth, not trends

(The writer is programme executive at Gandhi Smriti
Sansthan. Views expressed are personal)  

(The writer is a staffer with The Pioneer .
Views expressed are personal)

(The writer is an International Relations scholar at JNU and a
columnist. Views expressed are personal)
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Beyond the Optics: Why India’s
Strategic Focus Has Moved Past RIC

MAHATMA GANDHI MIGHT HAVE
LEVERAGED SOCIAL MEDIA

PLATFORMS TO DISSEMINATE HIS
MESSAGE IN AN ERA OF INSTANT

GRATIFICATION AND VIRAL
CONTENT. HIS ICONIC QUOTES
COULD BECOME POWERFUL

MEMES, HIS CALLS TO ACTION
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Moscow/Brussels/Male

UN Secretary General
Antonio Guterres,
Russian President
Vladimir Putin and

Canadian Prime Minister Mark
Carney were among scores of
world leaders who offered con-
dolences to the people of India
in wake of the plane crash in
Ahmedabad on Thursday.

A London-bound Air India
plane carrying 242 passengers
and crew crashed in a resi-
dential area in Ahmedabad
minutes after taking off. Many
people are feared killed. 

There were 169 Indians, 53
British, one Canadian and
seven Portuguese nationals
onboard apart from 12 crew
members.

President Putin offered con-
dolences to Indian President
Droupadi Murmu and Prime

Minister Narendra Modi and
expressed “deepest condo-
lences,” over the plane crash,
the Kremlin said.

“Please convey my sympathy
and support to the families of
those killed and my wishes for
a swift recovery to those
injured in the crash,” TASS said,
quoting Putin’s message.

Canada’s Prime Minister
Mark Carney said he is “devas-
tated” to learn about the crash
that had one Canadian nation-
al among those on board.

“My thoughts are with the
loved ones of everyone on
board. Canada’s transportation
officials are in close contact
with counterparts and I am
receiving regular updates as the
response to this tragedy
unfolds,” Carney said in a post
on X. Minister of Foreign
Affairs Anita Anand too called
it the “distressing news” as
“devastating.”

“Canada is in close contact
with our international partners.
My thoughts are with the fam-
ilies and loved ones of those
who have been lost in this
tragedy,” she said in a post on
X. UN Secretary General
Guterres said he is “deeply
saddened” by the Air India
crash and, in a post on X,
offered “heartfelt condolences”
to the families and loved ones
of all affected.

“Heartbreaking news from
India with the tragic plane
crash in Ahmedabad. My deep-
est condolences to the families
and loved ones grieving this
terrible loss. We share your
pain. Dear @narendramodi,
Europe stands in solidarity
with you and the people of
India in this moment of sor-
row,” European Commission
President Ursula von der Leyen
said in a post on X.

Ukrainian President

Volodymyr Zelenskyy
described it as “horrible news”
and offered deepest condo-
lences to Modi and the entire
people of India.

“Our thoughts are with all
victims’ relatives and close
ones in India, the UK,
Portugal, and Canada. We
share your shock and grief on

this tragic day. We all pray for
as many lives to be saved as
possible and wish a speedy
recovery to those injured,” he
posted on X.

Ukraine’s Foreign Affairs
Minister Andrii Sybiha too
offered condolences to
“friendly India, External
Affairs Minister S Jaishankar,”
and said in a post on X, “With
great sadness, we in Ukraine
learned of the tragic crash of
an Air India passenger plane
in Ahmedabad. Our hearts go
out to all victims’ families in
India, the UK, Portugal, and
Canada. We wish the injured
a speedy recovery.”

US Secretary Of State Marco
Rubio too expressed condo-
lences, saying Washington con-
tinues to monitor develop-
ments and stands with the
emergency responders working
to help those impacted.

“Heartbroken to hear the
news of a tragic plane crash in
Ahmedabad, India.  My
prayers are with all who lost
their loved ones in this horri-
ble incident,” Rubio said in a

post on X. German Foreign
Minister Johann Wadephul
said he is following the
“shocking images” of the Air
India f l ight crashing in
Ahmedabad and said in a post
on X: “As we are only learn-
ing the details, my thoughts
and heartfelt prayers are with
our friends in #India and
everyone currently hoping
for their loved ones.”

Expressing his “profound
sadness” at the tragic crash,
Maldivian President Mohamed
Muizzu said in a post on X, “At
this difficult time, the govern-
ment and people of #Maldives
stand in solidarity with the 
people and the Government 
of India.”

Sri Lankan President Anura
Kumara Dissanayake said he is
“deeply saddened” by the trag-
ic crash and offered “heartfelt
condolences to the families of
all those affected onboard.”

World leaders express condolences to plane crash’s families 
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House Republicans are
moving to cut about
$9.4 billion in spending

already approved by Congress
as President Donald Trump’s
administration looks to follow
through on work by the
Department of Government
Efficiency when it was overseen
by Elon Musk.

The package to be voted on
Thursday targets foreign aid
programs and the Corporation
for Public Broadcasting, which
provides money for National
Public Radio and the Public
Broadcasting Service, as well as
thousands of public radio and
television stations around the
country. Republicans are char-
acterising the spending as
wasteful and unnecessary, but
Democrats say the rescissions
are hurting the United States’
standing in the world.

“Cruelty is the point,”
Democratic leader Hakeem
Jeffries of New York said of the
proposed spending cuts.

The Trump administration is
employing a tool rarely used in
recent years that allows the
president to transmit a request
to Congress to cancel previous-
ly appropriated funds. That trig-
gers a 45-day clock in which the
funds are frozen pending con-
gressional action. If Congress
fails to act within that period,
then the spending stands.

The benefit for the adminis-
tration of a formal rescissions
request is that passage requires
only a simple majority in the
100-member Senate instead of
the 60 votes usually required to
get spending bills through that
chamber. So, if they stay unit-
ed, Republicans will be able to
pass the measure without any
Democratic votes. The admin-
istration is likening the first
rescissions package to a test
case and says more could be on
the way if Congress goes along.

Republicans, sensitive to
concerns that Trump’s sweep-
ing tax and immigration bill
would increase future federal
deficits, are anxious to demon-
strate spending discipline,
though the cuts in the package
amount to just a sliver of the
spending approved by
Congress each year. They are
betting the cuts prove popular
with constituents who align
with Trump’s “America first”
ideology as well as those who
view NPR and PBS as having a
liberal bias. 

In all, the package contains 21
proposed rescissions. Approval
would claw back about $900
million from $10 billion that
Congress has approved for glob-
al health programs. That
includes cancelling $500 million
for activities related to infectious
diseases and child and maternal
health and another $400 million
to address the global HIV epi-
demic. The Trump administra-

tion is also looking to cancel
$800 million, or a quarter of the
amount Congress approved, for
a program that provides emer-
gency shelter, water and sanita-
tion and family reunification for
those forced to flee their 
own country.

About 45 per cent of the sav-
ings sought by the White
House would come from two
programs designed to boost the
economies, democratic institu-
tions and civil societies in
developing countries. 

The Republican president
has also asked lawmakers to
rescind nearly $1.1 billion from
the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting, which represents
the full amount it’s slated to
receive during the next two
budget years. About two-thirds
of the money gets distributed
to more than 1,500 locally
owned public radio and televi-
sion stations. Nearly half of
those stations serve rural areas
of the country.

The association representing
local public television stations
warns that many of them
would be forced to close if the
Republican measure passes.
Those stations provide emer-
gency alerts, free educational
programming and high school
sports coverage and highlight
hometown heroes. Advocacy
groups that serve the world’s
poorest people are also sound-
ing the alarm and urging law-
makers to vote no.

House to vote on Trump’s request
to cut funding for NPR, PBS

The headquarters for National Public Radio (NPR) PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Cairo

Aunit of the Hamas-run
police force said it killed
12 members of an Israeli-

backed militia after detaining
them early Thursday in the
Gaza Strip. Hours earlier, an
Israel-supported aid group said
Hamas attacked a bus carrying
its Palestinian workers, killing at
least five of them.

The militia, led by Yasser
Abu Shabab, said its fighters
had attacked Hamas and killed
five militants but made no
mention of its own casualties.
It also accused Hamas of
detaining and killing aid work-
ers. It was not immediately pos-
sible to verify the competing
claims or confirm the identities
of those killed.

The Israeli military circulat-
ed the Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation ‘s statement on its
social media accounts but
declined to provide its own
account of what happened.

Aid initiative already marred
by controversy and violence

The aid group’s operations in
Gaza have already been marred
by controversy and violence
since they began last month,
with scores of people killed in
near-daily shootings as crowds
headed toward the food distri-

bution sites inside Israeli mil-
itary zones. Witnesses have
blamed the Israeli military,
which has acknowledged firing
only warning shots near peo-
ple it said approached its forces
in a suspicious manner.

Earlier this week, witnesses
also said Abu Shabab militia-
men had opened fire on peo-
ple en route to a GHF aid hub,
killing and wounding many.

The United Nations and
major aid groups have reject-
ed the Israeli and US-backed
initiative, accusing them of
militarising humanitarian aid at
a time when experts say Gaza
is at risk of famine because of
Israel’s blockade and renewed
military campaign. 

Last week, Israel acknowl-
edged it is supporting armed
groups of Palestinians in what

it says is a move to counter
Hamas. Abu Shabab’s militia,
which calls itself the Popular
Forces, says it is guarding the
food distribution points set
up by the Israeli-and US-
backed Gaza Humanitarian
Foundation in southern Gaza.
Aid workers say it has a long
history of looting UN trucks.

GHF has denied working
with the Abu Shabab group.

They were aid
workers
In a statement released early
Thursday, the foundation said
Hamas had attacked a bus
carrying more than two dozen
“local Palestinians working
side-by-side with the US GHF
team to deliver critical aid”
near the southern city of
Khan Younis.  

“We condemn this heinous
and deliberate attack in the
strongest possible terms,” it
said. “These were aid workers.
Humanitarians. Fathers, broth-
ers, sons, and friends, who
were risking their lives every-
day to help others.”

It did not identify the men or
say whether they were armed
at the time.

Israel and the United States
say the new system is needed
to prevent Hamas from
siphoning off aid from the
long-standing UN-run sys-
tem, which is capable of deliv-
ering food, fuel and other
humanitarian aid to all parts
of Gaza. 

UN officials deny there has
been any systematic diversion
of aid by Hamas, but say they
have struggled to deliver it
because of Israeli restrictions
and the breakdown of law and
order in Gaza.

Hamas says it killed 12 Israeli-backed fighters

Smoke rises to the sky following an Israeli strike in the Gaza Strip PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Paris

External Affairs Minister
S Jaishankar on
Thursday met President

Emmanuel Macron here and
thanked him for France’s
strong message of support in
the fight against terrorism.

Jaishankar is on a visit to
Europe to boost bilateral ties
and reaffirm India’s policy of
zero-tolerance against terror-

ism, especially in the wake of
April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack.

“Honoured to call on
President @EmmanuelMacron
of France. Conveyed greetings
of PM @narendramodi.
Thanked him for France’s
strong message of support in
the fight against terrorism,”
Jaishankar said in a post on X
after the meeting.

“Our discussions reflected
the trust, comfort and ambi-

tion of our Strategic
Partnership,” he added.

Jaishankar was in Brussels on
Wednesday where he met top
European Union leaders and
discussed ways to further
strengthen the EU-India strate-
gic partnership. The April 22
Pahalgam terror attack that
claimed 26 lives prompted
India to carry out precision
strikes on terror infrastruc-
ture in Pakistan and Pakistan-
occupied Kashmir on May 7.

Jaishankar meets French President 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Jerusalem

Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu’s
Government survived an

attempt to dissolve parliament
early Thursday morning, with
most of his ultra-Orthodox
coalition partners joining him
in voting against a bill that
would have forced them to reg-
ister for military service while
the country is at war.

The vote was the most seri-
ous challenge to Netanyahu’s
government since Hamas’
October 7, 2023, attack, the
biggest security failure in
Israel’s history and the trigger
for the ongoing war in Gaza. 

The bill’s failure means that
no other bill to dissolve
Knesset can be submitted for
at least six months, shoring up
Netanyahu’s embattled coali-
tion. The ultra-Orthodox par-
ties are furious that the
Government has failed to pass
a law exempting their commu-
nity from mandatory military
service. The issue has long
divided the Jewish Israeli pub-
lic, especially during the 20-
month war in the Gaza Strip.

Israel’s opposition had
hoped that the public anger
over the exemptions would
help topple the government.
But just two of the 18 ultra-
Orthodox members of the
Knesset, Israel’s parliament,
supported the bill to dissolve.

Most agreed to vote against
the bill after Foreign Affairs
and Defence Committee
Chairman Yuli Edelstein said
he and the ultra-Orthodox
parties had reached an under-
standing on the basis of a new
draft law, which they will
continue discussing over the
coming week.

Military service is manda-

tory for most Jews in Israel,
but the politically powerful
ultra-Orthodox, who make
up roughly 13 per cent of
Israeli society, have tradition-
ally received exemptions if
they are studying full-time in
religious seminaries. The
ultra-Orthodox, also known
as Haredim, or “God-fear-
ing” in Hebrew, say that inte-
grating into the army threat-
ens their traditional way of life. 

Each year, roughly 13,000
ultra-Orthodox men reach
the conscription age of 18, but
less than 10 per cent enlist,
according to parliament’s State
Control Committee.

Netanyahu survives attempt
to dissolve parliament

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Kyiv

Russian forces have pum-
melled Ukraine with
drones and other

weapons, killing three people
and injuring scores of others
despite international pressure
to accept a ceasefire, officials
said Thursday. According to
the Ukrainian air force, Russia
launched a barrage of 63
drones and decoys at Ukraine
overnight. It said that air
defences destroyed 28 drones
while another 21 were jammed.

Ukraine’s police said two
people were killed and six
were injured over the past 24
hours in the eastern Donetsk
region, the focus of the Russian
offensive. One person was
killed and 14 others were also
injured in the southern

Kherson region, which is part-
ly occupied by Russian forces,
police said.

The head of the Kharkiv
region, Oleh Syniehubov, said
that 15 people, including four
children, were injured by
Russian drone attacks
overnight. Kharkiv city mayor
Ihor Terekhov said Russian
drones targeted residential dis-
tricts, educational facilities,
kindergartens and other civil-
ian infrastructure.

“Kharkiv is holding on.
People are alive. And that is the
most important thing,”
Terekhov said.

The Russian military has
launched waves of drones and
missiles in recent days, with a
record bombardment of
almost 500 drones on Monday
and a wave of 315 drones and

seven missiles overnight on
Tuesday. The recent escalation
in aerial attacks has come
alongside a renewed Russian
battlefield push along eastern
and northeastern parts of the
more than 1,000-kilometre
front line.

While Russian missile and
drone barrage have struck
regions all across Ukraine,
regions along the front line
have faced daily Russian
attacks with short-range
exploding drones and glide
bombs. Ukraine hit back with
drone raids. 

Russia’s Defence Ministry
said that air defences downed
52 Ukrainian drones early
Thursday, including 41 over
the Belgorod region that bor-
ders Ukraine. Regional Gov.
Vyacheslav Gladkov said three

people were injured by
Ukrainian attacks Thursday.

The attacks have continued
despite discussions of a poten-
tial ceasefire in the war. During
their June 2 talks in Istanbul,
Russian and Ukrainian nego-
tiators traded memorandums
containing sharply divergent
conditions that both sides see
as nonstarters, making any
quick deal unlikely. Speaking
at a meeting of leaders of
southeast European countries
in Odesa, Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy urged
the European Union to tough-
en its latest package of sanc-
tions against Russia. He argued
that lowering the cap on the
price of Russian oil from $60
to $45 as the bloc has proposed
isn’t enough.

“Real peace comes with a

$30 cap — that’s the level that
will truly change thinking in
Moscow,” Zelenskyy said.

German Defence Minister
Boris Pistorius arrived in Kyiv
Thursday on an unannounced
visit, noting that the stepped-
up Russian attacks on Ukraine
send a message from Moscow
that it has “no interest in a
peaceful solution at present,”
according to German news
agency.

Pistorius said his visit
underlines that the new
German Government contin-
ues to stand by Ukraine.

“Of course this will also be
about how the support of
Germany and other Europeans
will look in future — what we
can do, for example, in the area
of industrial cooperation, but
also other support,” he said.

Russia targets Ukraine with new attacks, 3 killed

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Vienna

The UN nuclear watch-
dog’s board of gover-
nors on Thursday for-

mally found that Iran isn’t
complying with its nuclear
obligations for the first time
in 20 years, a move that could
lead to further tensions and
set in motion an effort to
restore United Nations sanc-
tions on Tehran later this year.

Iran reacted immediately,
saying it will establish a new
enrichment facility “in a secure
location” and that “other mea-
sures are also being planned.”
“The Islamic Republic of Iran
has no choice but to respond
to this political resolution,” the
Iranian Foreign Ministry and
the Atomic Energy
Organisation of Iran said in a
joint statement.

Nineteen countries on the
International Atomic Energy
Agency’s board, which repre-
sents the agency’s member
nations, voted for the resolu-
tion, according to diplomats

who spoke on condition of
anonymity to describe the out-
come of the closed-doors vote.

Russia, China and Burkina
Faso opposed it, 11 abstained
and two did not vote. In the
draft resolution seen by The
Associated Press, the board of
governors renews a call on
Iran to provide answers “with-
out delay” in a long-running
investigation into uranium
traces found at several loca-
tions that Tehran has failed to
declare as nuclear sites.

Western officials suspect
that the uranium traces could
provide evidence that Iran had
a secret nuclear weapons pro-
gram until 2003. The resolution
was put forward by France, the
UK, Germany and the US. Iran
under pressure as Trump
warns of possible airstrikes

Speaking to Iranian state
television after the vote, the
spokesman for the Atomic
Energy Organisation of Iran
said that his agency immedi-
ately informed the IAEA of
“specific and effective” actions
Tehran would take.

UN nuclear watchdog
finds Iran not complying
with obligations 

Debris of the Air India plane that crashed moments after taking off from the airport in Ahmedabad on Thursday PTI



WORLD 09
BHOPAL | FRIDAY | JUNE 13, 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Cape Town

The death toll in floods
in one of South Africa’s
poorest provinces rose
to 57 on Thursday as a

top official said rescue attempts
had been “paralysed” by a lack
of resources.

Rescue teams are still work-
ing through debris and flood-
water to find missing people
after heavy rain caused a river
to burst its banks in the
predawn hours of Tuesday.
Floods hit the nearby town of
Mthatha and surrounding
areas, sweeping away victims
along with parts of their 
houses and cars.

Oscar Mabuyane, the pre-
mier of Eastern Cape province,
said the floods struck while
many people were asleep. The
water was 3-4 metres high
when it flowed out of a river
and into nearby communities,

he added. “It’s a terrible situa-
tion,” Mabuyane told state TV
broadcaster SABC. “It hap-
pened at the wrong time.”

Mabuyane said local author-
ities struggled to launch an
effective rescue effort as the dis-
aster happened in what he
described as a region lacking
resources.

He said the largely rural
Eastern Cape province in
southeastern South Africa,
which is home to around 7.2
million people, only has one
rescue helicopter. It came to
Mthatha from the 
city of Gqeberha, more than
500 km away.

He also said the region does
not have any specialist rescue
divers or K-9 dog units, mean-
ing they had to be called in
from elsewhere to help with the
search. “When things like this
happen, we are always found
wanting,” said Mabuyane. “We
are paralysed.” People were

stranded on rooftops and in
trees. Rescue teams on
Wednesday brought bodies out

of the water in blue body bags.
Witnesses said many people
had taken refuge on the tops of

buildings or in trees and some
were heard calling for help for
hours. Provincial government

officials previously said they
believed people were still miss-
ing but did not give an exact
number. There was no imme-
diate update on Thursday
whether authorities believed all
those who were not accounted
for had been found.

The death toll rose to 57,
according to Cooperative
Governance and Traditional
Affairs Minister Velenkosini
Hlabisa, who led a national
government delegation to the
province to visit the scene.

“This is a real disaster and
a catastrophe when we have
so many people dying,”
Hlabisa said. He added that
part of the problem was that
many people in the area were
living on a flood plain close to
the river.

The missing had included
four high school students who
were swept away when their
bus was caught up in the floods
on its way to school early

Tuesday morning. Authorities
did not immediately say if
those four children were
among the latest bodies
retrieved.

Six students who were on
the bus had already been con-
firmed dead, along with the
driver and another adult.
Three other students were res-
cued after clinging onto trees
and calling out for help,
according to the provincial
government.

The floods hit the province
after an extreme cold front
brought heavy rain, strong
winds and snow to parts of
eastern and southern South
Africa. The floods centred on
Mthatha and its surrounding
district, which is around 430
km south of the east coast city
of Durban. Forecasters had
warned about the damaging
weather last week.

Officials said at least 58
schools and 20 hospitals in the

Eastern Cape were damaged,
while hundreds of families
were left homeless after their
houses were submerged or
washed away. Critical infra-
structure including roads and
bridges was also badly dam-
aged, Mabuyane said.

South African President
Cyril Ramaphosa said that he
would travel to the Eastern
Cape on Friday “to see exact-
ly how our people are suffer-
ing there and see how we can
console the families”.

Ramaphosa announced ear-
lier in the week that he had
activated the National Disaster
Management Centre to help
local authorities in the 
Eastern Cape.

Some opposition political
parties criticised the govern-
ment, with the far-left
Economic Freedom Fighters
party saying the tragedy was a
result of “government neglect”
in parts of the Eastern Cape.

DEATH TOLL IN SOUTH AFRICA FLOODS RISES TO 57 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Los Angeles

Police detained more than
20 people, mostly on cur-
few violations, on the

first night of restrictions in
downtown Los Angeles and
used crowd-control projectiles
to break up hundreds of pro-
testers demonstrating against
President Donald Trump’s
immigration crackdown, offi-
cials said Wednesday.

But there were fewer clash-
es between police and demon-
strators than on previous
nights, and by daybreak, the
downtown streets were
bustling with residents walk-
ing dogs and commuters
clutching coffee cups.

Officials said the curfew was
necessary to stop vandalism
and theft by agitators after five
days of protests, which have
mostly been concentrated
downtown. Demonstrations
have also spread to other cities
nationwide, including Dallas
and Austin in Texas, and
Chicago and New York, where
thousands rallied and more
arrests were made.

The LA curfew, which is
expected to last several days,
covers a 1-square-mile (2.5-
square-kilometre) section that
includes an area where protests
have occurred since Friday in

the sprawling city of 4 million.
The city of Los Angeles encom-
passes roughly 500 square miles
(1,295 square kilometres).

The tensions in LA and else-
where emerged as immigration
authorities seek to dramatical-
ly increase the number of daily
arrests across the country.

Los Angeles Mayor Karen
Bass said the raids spread fear
across the city at the behest of
the White House.

“We started off by hearing
the administration wanted to
go after violent felons, gang
members, drug dealers,” she
told a news conference. “But
when you raid Home Depots
and workplaces, when you tear
parents and children apart,
and when you run armored
caravans through our streets,
you’re not trying to keep any-
one safe. You’re trying to cause
fear and panic.”

Some 2,000 National Guard
soldiers are in the city, and
about half of them have been
protecting federal buildings
and agents, said Army Maj.
Gen. Scott Sherman, head of
Task Force 51, which is
overseeing the deployment
of National Guard and
Marines to Los Angeles.

About 700 Marines will
soon join the Guard troops,
but they are still undergo-
ing training and will not be

mobilised on Wednesday,
Sherman said. Another 2,000
Guard troops should be on the
streets by Thursday, he said.

Democratic Gov. Gavin
Newsom has accused Trump of
drawing a “military dragnet”
across the nation’s second-
largest city with his escalating
use of the National Guard,
which Trump activated, along
with the Marines, over the
objections of city and state
leaders.

Newsom asked a court to put
an emergency stop to the mil-
itary helping federal immigra-
tion agents. The assistance
includes some guardsmen now
standing protectively around
agents as they carry out arrests.

A judge set a hearing for
Thursday, giving the adminis-
tration several days to contin-
ue its activities.

The change moves the mil-
itary closer to engaging in law
enforcement actions such as
deportations, as Trump has
promised as part of his immi-
gration crackdown. The Guard
has the authority to temporar-

ily detain people who attack
officers, but any arrests would
be made by law enforcement.

The president posted on the
Truth Social platform that the
city “would be burning to the
ground” if he had not sent in
the military. Meanwhile in
New York City, police said
they took 86 people into cus-
tody during protests in lower
Manhattan that lasted into
Wednesday morning. Police
Commissioner Jessica Tisch
said the vast majority of
demonstrators were peaceful.

A 66-year-old woman in
Chicago was injured when she
was struck by a car during
downtown protests Tuesday
evening, police said. Video
showed a car speeding down a
street where people were
protesting.

In Texas, where police in
Austin used chemical irritants
to disperse several hundred
demonstrators Monday,
Republican Gov. Greg Abbott’s
office said Texas National
Guard troops were “on stand-
by” in areas where demonstra-

tions are planned. Guard mem-
bers were sent to San Antonio,
but Police Chief William
McManus said he had not
been told how many troops
were deployed or their role
ahead of planned protests
Wednesday night and Saturday.

Authorities announce
arrests in protests
Two people accused of throw-
ing Molotov cocktails at police
during the LA protests over the
weekend face charges that
could bring up to 10 years in
prison, the Justice Department
announced Wednesday. No
one was injured by the devices.

One of the suspects is a US
citizen, and the other over-
stayed a tourist visa and was in
the US illegally, authorities
said. “We are looking at hun-
dreds of people,” US Attorney
Bill Essayli said. “If you took
part in these riots and were
looking to cause trouble, we
will come looking for you.”

Trump, Newsom locked
in a war of words

Trump has called the pro-
testers “animals” and “a foreign
enemy” and described Los
Angeles in dire terms that the
governor says is nowhere close
to the truth.

Newsom called Trump’s
actions the start of an “assault”
on democracy.

“California may be first, but
it clearly will not end here.
Other states are next,” he said.

The protests began Friday
after federal immigration raids
arrested dozens of workers in
Los Angeles. 

Protesters blocked a major
freeway and set cars on fire
over the weekend, and police
responded with tear gas, rub-
ber bullets and flash-bang
grenades.

Thousands of people have
peacefully rallied outside City
Hall and hundreds more
protested outside a federal
complex that includes a deten-
tion center where some immi-
grants are being held following
workplace raids.

More than 20 people detained on first night of curfew in downtown LA 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Washington

About 500 of the
National Guard troops
deployed to the Los

Angeles protests have been
trained to accompany agents
on immigration operations,
the commander in charge
said on Wednesday. And
while some troops have
already gone on such mis-
sions, he said it is too early to
say if that will continue even
after the protests die down.

Maj Gen Scott Sherman,
speaking in an interview with
The Associated Press and
ABC, also warned that he
expects the protest situation
will escalate. “We are expect-
ing a ramp up,” he said, not-
ing that protests across the
nation are being planned and
discussed now. “I’m focused
right here in LA, what’s going
on right here. But you know,
I think we’re very concerned.”

Sherman, commander of
Task Force 51 that is oversee-
ing the more than 4,000
Guard troops and 700
Marines deployed, initially
said that National Guard
troops had already temporar-
ily detained some civilians. He
later said he was incorrect,
and that he had based his
comments on photos and
footage he had seen that
turned out to not be a repre-
sentation of Guard members
in Los Angeles.

He said that as of
Wednesday, none of the
troops has detained a protest-
er. But he said they have
gone through days of training
and are prepared to do so if

needed. Close to 2,000 of the
Guard members have either
been out protecting federal
facilities or personnel already
are ready to move out, and the
Marines will wrap up their
training and are expected to
be on the streets of Los
Angeles as early as Thursday
evening, Sherman said.

The decision to have the
soldiers provide security on
the raids moves troops clos-
er than ever before to carry-
ing out law enforcement
actions such as deportations,
as President Donald Trump
has promised as part of his
immigration crackdown.

Active-duty forces are pro-
hibited by law from conduct-
ing law enforcement.
Sherman said all of the Guard
troops and Marines are going
through several days of train-
ing on civil unrest and crowd
control so they know exactly
what they can and cannot do.

As an example, Sherman
said if Guard members see
someone trying to assault a
civilian or a law enforcement
officer, they are allowed to
grab them and hold onto
them. Then they would
quickly turn them over to
law enforcement, who would
handcuff the person or
arrest them.

About 500 guard
troops are trained on
immigration raids 
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
New Delhi

Over 200 domestic pas-
senger car manufactur-
ers and international

electric vehicle players are
expected to participate in the
upcoming India Energy Storage
Week (IESW), scheduled for
next month. Industry body
India Energy Storage Alliance
(IESA) is hosting the 11th edi-
tion of IESW from July 8 to July
10, at the Yashobhoomi
Convention and Expo Centre
in New Delhi, a statement said.

IESW 2025 is projected to
attract over 200 domestic pas-
senger car manufacturers and
international electric vehicle
(EV) makers to bolster India’s
vision of becoming a global
manufacturing hub, according
to the statement. 

India is making significant
strides in positioning itself as
one of the world’s largest elec-
tric three-wheelers (e-3W)
markets. In a remarkably short
period, it has become a major
player in the electric two-
wheeler (e-2W) market. This
achievement has been fuelled
by transformative government
policies such as the PLI Auto,
PLI ACC, FAME, and PM e-
Drive, which focus on stimu-
lating both demand and sup-
ply and establishing an EV
ecosystem in the country, it
added. 

According to Fortune
Business Insights, the Indian
electric vehicle market is pro-
jected to reach $ 117.78 billion
by 2032 at a CAGR of 22.4 per
cent. Amid these develop-
ments, the Government’s EV
Manufacturing Guidelines
under SPMEPCI are com-
mendable, said IESA. The
upcoming IESW 2025 aligns
with this ambitious goal.

The focus of the SPMEPCI
(Scheme to Promote
Manufacturing of Electric
Passenger Cars in India ) on the
electric four-wheelers (e-4W)
segment will undoubtedly help
the Indian electric passenger car
market play a larger role in the
global EV landscape, IESA stat-
ed. More than 150 key partners,
exhibitors, and over 1,000 com-
panies from Australia, Germany,
France, the UK, Finland,
Canada, the USA, Israel, and
South Korea are expected to par-
ticipate in the IESW 2025 event
at the Yashobhoomi Convention
and Expo Centre. 

Director of eMobility at
Customized Energy Solutions
(CES) Gurusharan Dhillon said,
“SPMEPCI strikes a strategic
balance between custom duty
concessions linked to
Investment, defined Domestic
Value addition milestones, and
the inclusion of the scope of
Engineering Research &
Development, Software, Testing,
and Charging Infrastructure.
These elements are crucial in
facilitating the introduction of
advanced global technologies,
nurturing indigenous manu-
facturing capabilities.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New
Delhi

India has ranked 131 out of
148 countries in the World
Economic Forum’s Global
Gender Gap Report 2025,

slipping two places from its
position last year. With a par-
ity score of just 64.1 per cent,
India is among the lowest-
ranked countries in South Asia,
according to the report released
on Thursday.

India ranked 129 last year
out of 146 countries.

“In 2025, India ranks 131st,
with an overall gender parity
score of 64.4 per cent.
Compared to the 2024 edition,
India sees a relative drop in
rank due to the performance of
other economies,” it said.

The Global Gender Gap
Index measures gender parity
across four key dimensions:
Economic Participation and
Opportunity, Educational
Attainment, Health and
Survival, and Political
Empowerment.

The Indian economy’s over-
all performance improved in
absolute terms by +0.3 points.

“One of the dimensions
where India increases parity is
in Economic Participation and
Opportunity, where its score
improves by +.9 percentage
points to 40.7 per cent. While
most indicator values remain
the same, parity in estimated

earned income rises from 28.6
per cent to 29.9 per cent, pos-
itively impacting the subindex
score,” the report said.

Scores in labour force partic-
ipation rate remained the same
(45.9 per cent) as last year —
India’s highest achieved to date.

In educational attainment,
the report said, India scored
97.1 per cent, reflecting posi-
tive shifts in female shares for
literacy and tertiary education
enrolment, which resulted in
positive score improvements
for the subindex as a whole.

“India also records higher
parity in health and survival,
driven by improved scores in
sex ratio at birth and in
healthy life expectancy,” it
said. However, similar to
other countries, parity in
healthy life expectancy is
obtained despite an overall
reduction in the life
expectancy of men and
women, the report said.

“Where India records a
slight drop in parity (-0.6
points) since the last edition
is in Political Empowerment.
Female representation in
Parliament falls from 14.7 per
cent to 13.8 per cent in 2025,
lowering the indicator score
for the second year in a row
below 2023 levels,” it said.
Similarly, the share of women
in ministerial roles falls from
6.5 per cent to 5.6 per cent,
moving the indicator score (5.9

per cent) further away this year
from its highest level (30 per cent
in 2019), it said.

With notable gains in politi-
cal empowerment and econom-
ic participation, Bangladesh
emerged as the best performer
in South Asia, jumping 75 ranks
to rank 24 globally. Nepal ranked
125, Sri Lanka 130, Bhutan 119,
Maldives 138 and Pakistan
ranked at the bottom among all
countries at 148. “In 2025,
Southern Asia ranks 7th, with a
gender parity score of 64.6 per
cent. Of the seven economies
that make up the regional block,

only Bangladesh (24th, 77.5 per
cent) places in the top 50,” the
report said.

In Economic Participation
and Opportunity, the region
scores 40.6 per cent. Over
time, Southern Asia has
increased its parity score for
economic representation for
senior workers (+9.1 percent-
age points) and for profes-
sional and technical workers
(+17.2 percentage points).

However, the parity score in
estimated earned income has
dropped by -7.8 percentage
points. In Educational

Attainment, Southern Asia
ranks sixth at 95.4 per cent.
Economies show high levels of
variance in literacy parity: in
Nepal and Pakistan, the litera-
cy parity score is below 75 per
cent, while full parity is
observed in the Maldives.

The Health and Survival
score of Southern Asia is 95.5
per cent. Over time, sparse
advances in healthy life

expectancy (+0.9 percentage
points) are countered by pari-
ty losses in the sex ratio at birth
(-1 percentage point).

In Political Empowerment,
Southern Asia places fourth
with a score of 26.8 per cent.
In 2006, the region had the
highest baseline (2006) score
of all regions, at 21.9 per cent.
Since then, it has advanced
political parity by 4.9 percent-

age points — and has been
since outstripped by other
regions.

Of the seven economies in
the block, only Bangladesh has
achieved political parity at the
head-of-state level.

At the parliamentary level,
Bhutan and Maldives are the
only two economies with par-
ity scores under 5 per cent.

The report said the global

gender gap has closed to 68.8
per cent, marking the strongest
annual advancement since the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Yet full parity remains 123
years away at current rates,
according to the report.

Iceland leads the rankings
for the 16th year running, fol-
lowed by Finland, Norway, the
United Kingdom and New
Zealand.

INDIA SLIPS TO 131ST IN GLOBAL GENDER GAP INDEX

200 electric
car makers to
participate in
IESW 2025



The Indian Parliament —
Samvidhan Sadan to Sansad
Bhawan — is the first and much-
awaited book after the construc-

tion of the new Parliament building.
Published by LexisNexis, the book sets out
the great many procedural and policy
changes in the Indian parliamentary land-
scape, apart from showcasing the hoary
republican heritage of India and the pow-
ers, functions, and procedures of the Indian
Parliament. A compendium of intimately
connected and allied scholarly essays, it sets
out the historical background of the intro-
duction of a separate Rail Budget in 1925
and its eventual merger with the Annual
Budget in 2017 and the presentation of a sin-
gle consolidated Budget to Parliament in
terms of Article 112 of the Constitution. 

The book comprises full-fledged chapters
on the great republican heritage of India
beginning from the Vedic times; the evolu-
tion, framing, and the working of the
Constitution of India; powers and functions
of Parliament; legislative and budgetary
processes; devices of accountability includ-
ing Questions; Committee system and how
it works; legislature-judiciary interface; role
of political parties and opposition in a
democracy; elections and electoral systems
obtaining in the world and their relative
merits and demerits; role of C&AG as
supreme audit institution of the country;
democratic disquiet and the future of
democracy and allied aspects of parliamen-
tary democracy not to be found in a single

book elsewhere. The chief
merit of the book is that it’s
not only a fine blend of
constitutional pre-
cepts, parliamentary
practices as obtaining
but it also documents
the systemic flaws and
failings and throws
open questions for
wider and deeper
reflections on how to
safeguard and
strengthen our
democracy.  

The chapter on the
Making of the
Constitution is so
refreshing as it quotes
the founding fathers
from the Constituent
Assembly, bringing
out tellingly the views and voices of the
founding fathers as though one is seated in
the gallery of the Constituent Assembly. The
chapters on the budgetary process, on par-
liamentary questions, and on various devices
that allow members to raise issues are par-
ticularly noteworthy.

Mr Singh brings out the finer nuances of
the working of Indian Parliament, the
duties of its functionaries, its interface with
other constitutional bodies and the Fourth
Estate, and the role they can play in
strengthening our democratic edifice. The
author describes the intricacies of democ-

ratic institutions, the
dynamics of parliamen-
tary Government, the
public perception of
Parliament, the intermit-
tent democratic disquiet,
and the future of democ-
racy itself.  

The book contains far-
reaching suggestive measures and under-
scores the dire need for Parliament to inno-
vate and change drastically the format of
debate from the repetitive rambling speech-
es to better articulate the aspirations of the
people and to redress their problems.

The author makes a well-considered sug-
gestion for the introduction of PM’s
Question Hour (PMQ) once a week, which
will “act as a safety valve, allow members to
raise issues of urgent public concern and
allow the Prime Minister to explain
Government policies and counter criticism”.
Besides, the introduction of PMQ will

soothe the ruffled feathers and pacify the
irate tempers and preempt the tendency to
frequently disturb or rock proceedings. The
author makes out a case for drastic proce-
dural innovations so that Parliament has a
more contemporary look and emerges as an
effective forum of debate and accountabil-
ity. The case for Parliamentary reforms is
“exceptional so as to guard against putrefac-
tion and decay”.

Another remarkable aspect of the book
is that the author captures in his lucid, high-
ly readable text, traversing history, proce-
dure, precedents, methods, and even anec-
dotal accounts, giving the reader an excel-
lent up-to-date reference manual on what
Parliament stands for, and how it functions.
One who has had a ring-side view of the
working of Parliament for almost four
decades, the author expresses deep worry
over the general fall and decline in parlia-
mentary ethos and suggests radical innov-
ative measures to make Parliament the
supreme institution of accountability.

One could not agree more that
“Parliament is not a mere structure of bricks
and mortar, but the supreme representative,
deliberative and legislative institution of the
nation.” Parliament can perform its multi-
farious functions if Parliament meets reg-
ularly and holds informed and well-struc-
tured discussions with a view to securing
accountability of the executive. The found-
ing fathers of our republic preferred
accountability of the executive to the legis-
lature over stability of the executive.
Government may fall or perish but as long
as it holds the reins of power, Government

must remain accountable. Accountability is
about instilling or reinforcing an ethos of
legal compliance and efficient practices tem-
pered by the consideration of fostering a
sense of responsibility, transparency, and
good governance, which is at the heart of
Parliamentary oversight and scrutiny. The
author fondly hopes that the new Sansad
Bhavan would become the sanctum sanc-
torum of our democracy if there are well-
structured discussions, regular periodic
meetings at least for a hundred days in a
year, and if new innovative procedural
measures like the introduction of PM’s
Question Time and other radical measures
are introduced. 

A functionally robust Parliament can
secure accountability and good gover-
nance. This thematic range of the book is
expansive yet coherent. The book maintains
structural symmetry and analytical conti-
nuity throughout, making it a powerful ref-
erence manual as well as a critical scholar-
ly text. The deep concern over declining par-
liamentary ethos is sharply insightful. 

The concern is not merely nostalgic but
a call for redemptive action. The deteriorat-
ing quality of debate, disruptions of
Question Hour, and the growing friction
between Members and Presiding Officers
are all symptoms of a deeper malaise,
which must be arrested erelong. The critique
is balanced by optimism — a belief that pro-
cedural reforms, technological integration,
and a reinvigorated political culture can, and
must, reclaim the exalted image of
Parliament as the axis of our parliamentary
democratic system.

READS
JUNE

Book: Rules to Rules
Author: Prashant Anand

Publisher: Rupa
Price: `295

Book: Mrs Happily Single
Author: Shubha Sarma

Publisher: Niyogi Books
Price: `595

Book: An Ordinary Life
Author: Ashok Lavasa

Publisher: HarperCollins 
Price: `499

Book: The Lost Soul of the
Joukhoorei

Author: Rashmi Narzary
Publisher: Om

Price: `250
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It goes without saying that the short
story is the most popular literary form
in the world. Though there are no

mandatory laws regarding the length and
size of a short story, the general impres-
sion is that it should be small and feature
an individual, incident, or a place about
which a story is carved out by 
the author. Many a time I have felt that
short stories and short films have a lot in
common. Those who doubt this con-
tention may kindly watch movies like An
Incident at Owl Creek Bridge, a French
movie of 28 minutes duration
released in 1961, and Big City
Blues (1932). Both the movies
were made sans any opulent
scenes and sequences; they
leave a pang on the heart of
the viewer. 

Sprightly taken shots
speak to the viewer as the
backdrops leave eternal pain
that keeps on haunting after
years of watching the film.
These are just two instances of
the power of short films which at
times are more powerful than that
of movies made by the great showmen
of our times. Indian epics like the
Mahabharata, Ramayana and Kathasaritsagara figure in
the chronicle of the evolution of the short story. Modern
short stories made an appearance during the fag-end of
the 19th century and since then there was no looking back
for this genre of art form. Malayalam short stories date
back to the last decades of the 19th century thanks to many
literary magazines which sprouted in the language as part
of the renaissance movement. Two volumes on short sto-
ries of days of yore are the ones that caught the attention
of the eye. “The Second Marriage of Kunju Namboodiri
& Other Classic Malayalam Stories” edited by Mini
Krishnan and “The Penguin Book of Bengali Short
Stories” (edited by Arunava Sinha) could be described as
a feast of short stories.

It is said that short stories take the readers to the hith-
erto unheard world of the country/state from where the
authors hail. In 1000 to 5000 words, the storyteller con-
veys a panoramic view of the world known to him. Of
course, there may be exaggeration and fiction but the true
storyteller peppers it with certain ground realities.
There are 19 short stories in the first volume which were
written between 1891 and 1930. The story Instinctive
Mischief, authored by “Anonymous” (1891) — though
many literary critics are of the view that it was Vengayil
Kunhiraman Nayanar who wrote this story. The volume

has a story Dwaraka which was penned by
Nayanar himself. The style and pattern of sto-

rytelling has the unique Nayanar touch as I have
read some of the stories he had authored.
There was a humorous story by Nayanar about

killing a man-eater which was prescribed as a lesson in
our tenth standard textbook. Out of the 19 stories that
figure in the collection, eight were authored by women
writers.  All these stories stand out for their
readability and flow of language. Remember,
these stories were written and published dur-
ing the era when terms like feminism and
Women’s Lib were unheard of. Having
gone through the stories, one can con-
clude that old-world love, romance, and
human relations had that natural beau-
ty associated with them. Despite the
absence of mobile phones, satellite
television, and other modern gadgets,
life in those days was placid, serene, and
honest. All the stories revolve around
the life of middle-class people. There are
stories in which lawyers play prominent
roles. The southernmost state of the
country, which was divided into three
and united by the Malayalam lan-
guage, believed in oneness and that is
evident in all stories.

A word about translation. The stories
become interesting and readable only
when the translators assimilate the

spirit and feeling of the original authors. The Bengali short
stories collection has an array of authors, some of them
figuring in the who’s who of world literature. Rabindranath
Tagore, Bibhuti Bhushan Bandyopadhyay, Banaphool,
Ashapurna Devi, Satyajit Ray, Mahashweta Devi, and
Manoranjan Byapari do not require any introduction to
even ordinary folk. For those who are interested in the
seriousness of literature, these two volumes are essential

books and offer us a panoramic view of
Bengal which has myriad colours 
and landscapes. The general feeling is

that Malayalam short stories in the
post-1990s have failed to inspire the
mind comes true after reading
“The Second Marriage of Kunju
Namboodiri & Other Classic
Stories” and “Book of Bengali short
stories”. Both are Books of
Revelation, which tell the readers
that stories could be written like
this too. These stories are a mini-
university, an institution that teach-
es how to write stories and also a
trip down memory lane through
the culture, tradition, and civilisa-
tion of Kerala and Bengal. Hope
more and more short stories from
other States too would be translat-
ed soon and these will help the
readers in the discovery of 
real India.

The Revelatory Power of Translated Short Stories

BY SAKSHI PRIYA 

Asyringe, a jungle floor and an
enemy unmasked, The Trojan
Horse opens with a jolt and

never lets up. Sanjukta Nandy and
Rupali Sebastian pull readers straight
into a dangerous, emotional, and high-
stakes mission where nothing is pre-
dictable and trust is earned in blood.

At the centre is Special Agent Isha
Srivastava, part of STF19. Her assign-
ment is clear, bring down LalTara, a pow-
erful criminal network dealing in arms
and narcotics, headed by the terrifying
Bishen Rao. This mission carries the
weight of a personal history. Years ago,
her father, also an agent, crossed Rao and
paid with his life. Isha’s journey is dri-
ven by loss, anger, and a fierce need to
finish what he started.

And then comes Sangha, Rao’s most
trusted aide. Cold, calculating and bat-
tle-hardened, she appears as the enemy.
But when the two women cross paths,
a long-buried truth is revealed. They are
bound by blood, victims of a past nei-
ther of them chose. Sangha’s decision to
defect and assist Isha brings vulnerabil-
ity, mistrust and unexpected humanity
to their unlikely partnership.

Isha’s plan, known as the Trojan
Horse, is an undercover operation
designed to bring down the empire from
within. Every step they take into Rao’s
jungle stronghold brings fresh danger
and deeper truths. The looming threat
of RED, a secret weapon capable of glob-
al catastrophe, raises the stakes far
beyond personal vendettas.

What makes this story stand out is how
real the characters feel. Isha is not a flaw-
less hero; she is brave, broken, calculat-
ing and hopeful, all at once. Sangha, too,
is a product of her choices and scars.
Together, they are constantly navigating
trust, doubt, and their own sense of jus-
tice. The forest breathes with danger,
secrecy and silence. The writing is fast,
crisp and visually vivid. Surveillance
tech, jungle warfare, encrypted chatter,
everything feels real, lived in and urgent.

The Trojan Horse is a story of two
women walking the knife’s edge between
survival and sacrifice. It delivers adren-
aline without losing emotional weight.
Gritty, emotional and gripping, this
one stays with you long after the 
final page.

Inside the Lion’s Den
Dive into the captivating world of classic Indian short fiction, spanning epics to modern tales, KUMAR CHELLEAPPAN 

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: The Penguin Book of Bengali

Short Stories
Author: Arunava Sinha

Price: `999/-

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book: The Trojan Horse
Author: Sanjukta Nandy

Publisher: Rupa 
Price: `395/-

MOVIES LIKE AN INCIDENT AT OWL CREEK BRIDGE, A FRENCH MOVIE OF 28 MINUTES
DURATION RELEASED IN 1961 AND BIG CITY BLUES. BOTH THE MOVIES WERE MADE SANS ANY

OPULENT SCENES AND SEQUENCES; THEY LEAVE A PANG ON THE HEART OF THE VIEWER

ABOUT THE BOOK
Book:The Indian Parliament

Author: Devender Singh
Publisher: LexisNexis

Price: `956/-

This book offers a thorough examination of India’s
Parliament, exploring its history, functions and the
urgent need for reform, says GYANESHWAR DAYAL

COMPREHENSIVE INSIGHT
Written in a perspicuous yet elevated academic
style, the book is both informative and
pedagogically sound. The author’s meticulous
understanding of this complex institution with a
succinct and exact writing style, “leaves very little
unsaid without succumbing to verbosity or a
daunting excess of pages.” The book will serve as a
ready textbook not only to students, academia,
journalists and legislators but also to the
passionate champions of Parliamentary democracy
who wish to sharpen their own argument skills and
enhance their knowledge of democratic governance.

SINGH’S USE OF ANECDOTAL NARRATIVES ALONGSIDE LEGAL AND PROCEDURAL REFERENCES MAKES THE
TEXT ENGAGING WITHOUT DILUTING ITS ANALYTICAL DEPTH. IT’S A TIMELY AND INDISPENSABLE CONTRIBUTION

TO THE DISCOURSE ON PARLIAMENTARY DEMOCRACY IN INDIA AND BEYOND



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
New Delhi

Rugby might rank low in
the popularity charts
of India’s sporting land-

scape but it has tremendous
potential to garner eyeballs
with the upcoming 
Rugby Premier League (RPL),
feels GMR Sports CEO and
the event’s promoter Satyam
Trivedi.

The inaugural RPL will be
held from June 15 to 29 at the
Mumbai Football Arena in
Andheri featuring six fran-
chises Delhi Redz, Hyderabad
Heroes, Kalinga Black Tigers,
Chennai Bulls, Mumbai
Dreamers and Bengaluru
Bravehearts.

Trivedi, who has consider-
able experience of running
multiple IPL franchises, includ-
ing the GMR co-owned Delhi
Capitals, told PTI about the
rationale behind the group
becoming a driving force in
organising the inaugural edi-
tion of Rugby Premier League.

“We thought that we’ve been
managing this business for a
very long time. And I think of
the scale of managing an IPL

team, you can imagine is one of
the largest properties, and we’ve

developed capabilities inter-
nally,” Trivedi said.

“So idea was that, why don’t
we leverage our experience, our
expertise, and move up the
value chain and look at oppor-
tunities outside franchise. So
when this opportunity came,
obviously it started with a fran-
chise conversation.

“But we just took one day to
go back and say that not at a
franchise level, but we want to
invest at a League level,” he
recalled when asked about how
it all started. The format will be
Rugby 7s, which is recognised
as an Olympic sport.

Unlike traditional Rugby
Union format where there are
two halves of 40 minutes each
with 15 players per side, the 7s
is a format where there are
seven players on field with
two halves of 7 minutes.

However in RPL, keeping the
TV audience in mind, it has
been tweaked to four quarters
of four minutes each with two-
minute break between quarters.
Trivedi underlined why he
thought the league can work in
the long run. “It’s a shorter for-
mat and we think it works very
well. Because if you look at the
consumer pattern...They want
to look at shorter format. 

The attention span has dras-
tically gone down.

“We had to keep that in
mind. So we think that this is
a great on-ground as well as
television product. That’s one
reason to hold the league,” 
he reasoned.

“Secondly, Rugby India is a
great Federation to work with.
They are very committed.
(Actor) Rahul Bose, who is the
president of Rugby India, is
also very committed towards
the development of sport.
Today, there are 250 districts
in India where rugby is
played,” he added.

Trivedi also gave a peek into
the kind of money marquee
players will be getting for the
two-week tourney. 

“International marquee play-
er coming here for two weeks
and one week of camp or
maybe 10 days of camp, they
would get about $15,000.

The bridge players (from
Tier-2 Rugby Nations) will be
getting around $2500.” 

The Indian players will be
paid between `50,000 to
`550,000. “The salary cap was
kept at `77 lakh per team,” he
informed.
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Beckenham (England)

India head coach Gautam
Gambhir has called on his
team to move out of its

“comfort zone” and make the
upcoming Test series against
England a “memorable” one,
especially in the absence of
retired stars Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma and R Ashwin.

India will search for their
maiden ser ies  vic tor y in
England since 2007, when the
five-match rubber starts with
the first Test at Leeds on June
20. “There are two ways of
looking at this tour. One is we
are without our three most
experienced players or we got
this phenomenal opportunity to
do something special for the
countr y,”  Gambhir  told
BCCI.Tv, referring to the recent
retirements of Ashwin, Rohit
and Kohli.

The former India opener said
he can feel the “passion and the
commitment” to achieve some-
thing special flowing through
the current bunch, led by
Shubman Gill.

“When I look around in this
group, I think I see the hunger,
the passion and the commit-
ment to do something special. If
we make sacrifices, if we come
out of our comfort zone, if we
start fighting not every day but
every session, every hour and
every ball, I think we can have

a memorable tour,” he added.
Gambhir welcomed the whole

squad to the tour of England,
and extended a special tribute to
some of the members, starting
with B Sai Sudharsan.

“First Test calls are always spe-
cial, so I want to welcome Sai,
who has a fabulous three months

with the bat and make sure you
have a very very successful red
ball career.”Gambhir hoped that
pacer Arshdeep Singh would
remain his impactful self in
red-ball cricket as well.

“I want to welcome Arshdeep
Singh. You have been phenom-
enal with the white ball and I am
sure you will make it count with
the red ball in your hand.” The
43-year-old then patted Gill and
his deputy Rishabh Pant. 

“I  want to congratulate
Shubman as well, captain for the
first time. There is no bigger
honour than leading your coun-
try’s Test team. Congratulations.
Rishabh Pant as well, who is part
of the leadership group now,” he
noted.

Gambhir was lavish in his
praise for Karun Nair, who
stitched a stirring comeback to
Team India on the back of a
wonderful run in domestic
cricket.

“Comebacks are never easy,
someone who has made a come-
back after seven years, had a
phenomenal last year.

“The amount of runs that you
have got, and most importantly

that never say die attitude, which
is something that got you back
into the team, and that is some-
thing inspiring for everyone in
this group. Welcome Karun
Nair,” said Gambhir.

Karun said he was “grateful”
to get a second chance to play
for India.

“Grateful for this opportuni-
ty again. I am really looking for-
ward to grabbing this opportu-
nity with both hands. I am sure
there will be a lot of feelings,
once I go out there but right now
I can’t express them,” said Karun.
Put ourselves under 
pressure at nets: Gill

Skipper Gill urged his col-
leagues to put themselves under
a bit of pressure so that they will
not be overwhelmed by situa-
tions when the series starts.

“Let’s make each and every net
session meaningful. Let’s put
ourselves under a little pressure.
When we are going out there, it’s
not about going out there and
just surviving, let’s find out our
game, how we are going to play
when we are put under pressure
- be it bowlers or batters,” he said.

Make England tour memorable: Gambhir 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mexico City

Ahybrid field, updated locker
rooms, elevators and hospitality
zones are among the new features

of Azteca Stadium for the 2026 World
Cup. Ollamani, the sports entertainment
company that owns the stadium, also
confirmed Wednesday that Azteca will
reopen March 26, which will be 75 days
before the start of the World Cup as
Mexico City Mayor Clara Brugada
announced recently.

“The centerpiece of the stadium’s ren-
ovation is the people who visit it. Our
main objective is to substantially improve
their experience in every way,” stadium
director Felix Aguirre said in a statement.

The iconic venue closed last May for
renovations ahead of next year’s 48-
team competition hosted by Mexico, the
United States and Canada. The 83,000-
seat Azteca, which recently was
renamed, will host five games includ-
ing the tournament opener. It also
hosted the first matches in the 1970 and
1986 World Cups.

Ollamani, which is affiliated with
Grupo Televisa, Mexico’s largest televi-
sion network, also said the stadium will
have bigger capacity, but did not speci-
fy how many extra seats it will have.

It will be the second time that Azteca
has a hybrid pitch - one was installed in
2018 but returned to natural grass a year
later. The poor field conditions in
November 2018 forced a last-minute
change of venue for an NFL game
between the Kansas City Chiefs and the

Los Angeles Rams. “The pitch, being sub-
jected to intensive use, will have a new
ventilation and suction system, thereby
achieving better recovery, stability and
resistance,” Ollamani said in a statement.

The new locker rooms will be located
at the center of the stadium under the
luxury boxes and with a tunnel leading
to the pitch. Before, they were located in
the north and south part of it.

“The project includes new facilities in
the competition areas, improving the
experience of the player, fans and media
in line with the most modern stadiums
in the world,” the company said.

The plan includes installing large
LED screens inside and outside the sta-
dium. Before the renovations, the stadi-
um had just two big screens that were
installed in 2015.

Ollamani did not provided specific
details about elevators or escalators. In the
past, the only way to move between the
lower and upper sections was using an
old ramp. The hospitality zones were also
a necessity. The old stadium had a small
concession area outside the venue, but
inside there were no food courts and the
fans were forced to buy from the vendors
roaming the seating area.

Among other renovations, the stadi-
um owner also announced a new press
box area, improved restrooms, a 200-unit
CCTV surveillance system and a new
sound system. Originally, a major reno-
vation was planned including a shopping
center and hotel, but residents of Santa
Úrsula, a popular neighborhood located
south of the capital, opposed them.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

England head coach Brendon
McCullum believes India have
arrived well-prepared and full of

belief for the upcoming five-match Test
series but his team is also clear about
where it wants to be in the eagerly-antic-
ipated showdown beginning June 20 in
Leeds. The series will kick off India’s new
World Test Championship cycle.

“They’re an outstanding cricketing
nation, who will come here with high
hopes, and we are looking forward to see-
ing them,” McCullum told ‘Sky Sports
Cricket’. England on the other hand have
just completed a whitewash of the West
Indies in a six-match white-ball series.
Their focus now shifts to the red-ball for-
mat as they gear up to take India and also
prepare for the Ashes later this year.

“It’s important the guys refresh. We
know where we want to get to as a Test
team.” England will be without tearaway
pacer Mark Wood, who has been ruled
out of at least the first three Tests due to
injury. Fellow quick Jofra Archer will also
miss the opening Test, while Gus
Atkinson is still recovering from a ham-
string strain. Despite the setbacks,
McCullum remains confident in
England’s bowling options. “There are

some quality bowlers that are unavailable,
but we have a nice, varied bowling
attack with Chris Woakes, Sam Cook,
Brydon Carse, Jamie Overton, Josh
Tongue for the high-pace element,” the
former New Zealand skipper said.

“We have Shoaib Bashir, who is grow-
ing in Test cricket every day. We know
we are going to be tested against India,
and they will arrive prepared,” he added.

India begin a new era after Test retire-
ments of veterans Virat Kohli, Rohit
Sharma, and R Ashwin. The team will be
led by Shubman and features Sai
Sudharsan and Yashasvi Jaiswal. England
all-rounder Jacob Bathel has been
recalled and McCullum was all praise for
the 21-year-old. 

India will be well prepared
as Test team: McCullum

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Warsaw (Poland), 

The coach of Poland’s national soccer
team announced on Thursday has
resigned as head coach, days after a

spat with star striker Robert Lewandowski.
“I have come to the conclusion that,

given the current situation, the best
decision for the good of the national
team is my resignation from the position
of head coach,” Michal Probierz said in a
statement published by the Polish

Football Association. Probierz stripped
Barcelona striker Lewandowski of his
position as team captain on the eve of a

World Cup qualifier against 
Finland earlier this week, and named
Inter Milan midfielder Piotr Zielinski as
the new captain.

Lewandowski reacted by saying he
would no longer play for the national
team as long as Probierz remains head
coach. Poland went on to suffer an
embarrassing 2-1 defeat to Finland, to
put its qualifications hopes into jeopardy.

The 36-year-old Lewandowski, who
has played a record 158 games for his

country and is the leading scorer with 85
goals, is arguably the most outstanding
player in the history of Polish soccer.

Lewandowski pulled out of last
Friday’s friendly over Moldova, citing
tiredness from a La Liga title-winning
season with Barcelona. Probierz, who
took over in September 2023 after the
disappointing tenure of Fernando
Santos, managed to secure qualification
for the 2024 European Championship
but has since struggled.

Poland coach resigns after dispute with Lewandowski

India head coach Gautam Gambhir PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Mumbai

Left-arm spinner Radha
Yadav on Thursday
replaced injured Shuchi

Upadhyay in the India
women’s squad for their
upcoming tour of England for
five T20Is and three ODIs
starting on June 28. 

The BCCI informed in a
statement that the 20-year-old
left-arm spinner Upadhyay,
who made her ODI debut last
month during the tri-series in
Sri Lanka, has sustained a left
shin injury. 

“The Women’s Selection
Committee has named Radha
Yadav as a replacement for
Shuchi Upadhyay in Team
India’s squads for the England
tour,” the BCCI said. “Shuchi
was ruled out of the tour
after sustaining a left shin
injury, which was diagnosed
during the pre-tour camp at
the BCCI Centre of Excellence
(COE) in Bengaluru,” it added. 

The women’s team’s tour
begins with the opening T20I
on June 28 at Nottingham

with the second match slated
on July 1 at Bristol.  The third
T20I will be at the Oval on
July 4, fourth on July 9 at
Manchester and fifth on July
12 at Birmingham. 

The three ODIs will be
played on July 16, 19 and 22
at Southampton, Lord’s and
Chester-le-Street respectively.
Squads:
T20Is: Harmanpreet Kaur (c),
Smriti Mandhana (vc), Shafali
Verma, Jemimah Rodrigues,
Richa Ghosh (wk), Yastika

Bhatia (wk), Harleen Deol,
Deepti Sharma, Sneh Rana,
Sree Charani, Amanjot Kaur,
Arundhati Reddy, Kranti
Gaud, Sayali Satghare, Radha
Yadav.

ODIs: Harmanpreet Kaur
(c), Smriti Mandhana (vc),
Pratika Rawal, Harleen Deol,
Jemimah Rodrigues, Richa
Ghosh (wk), Yastika Bhatia
(wk), Tejal Hasabnis, Deepti
Sharma, Sneh Rana, Sree
Charani, Amanjot Kaur,
Arundhati Reddy, Kranti Gaud,
Sayali Satghare, Radha Yadav.

Azteca Stadium to feature hybrid
field for 2026 World Cup

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Munich

Indian shooter Sift Kaur Samra tack-
led a strong field with aplomb to
claim the bronze medal in the

women’s 50m rifle 3 positions event at
the ISSF World Cup here on Thursday.
The 23-year-old Samra, who holds the
current world record in women’s 50
metre rifle three positions event which
she had set while winning the gold
medal at the 2022 Asian Games, shot
453.1 in the eight-player final.

Norway’s Jeanette Hegg Duestad won
the gold medal with 466.9, while Emely
Jaeggi of Switzerland bagged silver with
464.8.  Emely was placed ninth in the
qualifications with 590 but made the final
as two markswomen among the top eight
were shooting for ranking points only
(RPO). Samra, who is from Faridkot,
Punjab, was second in the qualifications
with a total of 592 across the three stages
of kneeling, prone and standing. 

She won a gold medal at the World
Cup in Buenos Aires earlier this year,
starting the season on a rousing note
after a disappointing campaign at the
2024 Paris Olympics. France’s Agathe
Cecile Camille Girard, who also shot
592, topped the qualifications on the
account of having more inner 10 (Xs),
while Switzerland’s Audrey Gogniat
was placed third heading into the
finals. The other Indians in the com-
petition, Ashi Chouksey finished 11th
with 589, while Anjum Moudgil ended
27th with 586.

ISSF World Cup:
Sift Kaur Samra
wins bronze in 
women’s 50m rifle 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Oakmont (US)

Adam Scott is one year
away from an impres-
sive streak that the

Australian considers to be a
classic glass half-full moment
in golf.

The US Open is his 96th
consecutive major champi-
onship appearance dating to
the 2001 British Open at Royal
Lytham and St Annes. 

“It sounds like a lot to have
won one,” Scott said with a
laugh, referring to his lone
major title in the 2013 Masters. 

“It would be twice as good if
there was one more.” Still, he
realises he is approaching a big
milestone. The PGA
Championship next year,
assuming he qualifies or gets an
invitation, will be his 100th
career major. He could make it
100 in a row if he makes it to
Shinnecock Hills for next year’s
US Open. 

A streak like that requires eli-
gibility and good health. Tiger
Woods and Phil Mickelson
only had eligibility in their
favor. Woods played 46 straight
majors until knee surgery after
he won the 2008 US Open.
Mickelson played 61 in a row
before he sat out the 2009
British Open as his wife was

being treated for breast cancer.
The record is among the most
untouchable in golf — Jack
Nicklaus played 146 in a row
from the 1962 US Open
through the 2008 US Open.

“Probably whenever it ends,
whether it’s 100 or more or
less, I think it will be hard for
guys to get to that number
going forward,” Scott said. “I
think it’s getting harder. And
I think I have been a consis-
tent player over a 25-year
career. I could probably pick
three troughs where my game
was looking pretty ordinary
and I fell outside the top 50
and I was really struggling. But
over 25 years, I’d expect that of
almost any player.”

Scott had a few close calls in

the US Open. He made it
through 36-hole qualifying
with one shot to spare in
2018. 

He failed to make it through
qualifying last year (he was
first alternate) but became
exempt at Number 61 in the
world. Grayson Murray, who
took his life in May 2024, was
still ahead of him in the world
ranking and the USGA went
down one spot. Scott said
Mickelson and Rory McIlroy
are among the few who never
went through bad spells or
serious injury “and we’re talk-
ing about two of the greatest
of their generation.”

McIlroy’s streak was inter-
rupted when he injured his left
ankle and couldn’t play the

2015 British Open. Oakmont
is his 39th consecutive major.
US Open prize money
For the first time since 2021,
the US Open is not increasing
its prize money. It will be
$21.5 million for the second
straight year, with $4.3 million
going to the winner. It remains
the biggest purse of the four
majors. The Masters was $21
million this year, while the
PGA Championship was at
$19 million. The British Open
hasn’t announced its total
purse for next month at Royal
Portrush. It was at $17 million
last year.

The US Open purse was
$12.5 million in 2020 and
2021 before making a big leap
to $17.5 million in 2022 at
Brookline.

“I feel comfortable that
we’ve been a leader in moving
fast and bigger,” USGA CEO
Mike Whan said Wednesday. 

The Players Championship
has a $25 million purse. The
USGA and R&amp;A get the
bulk of their revenue from
their Opens. They also use that
money to invest back in the
game, including the Women’s
Opens and amateur events
such as the Walker Cup and
Curtis Cup that several of the
top stars once played.

Adam Scott at another US Open,
headed for century mark in majors

Since we run IPL team, capable of running Rugby league: Trivedi 

I have come to the
conclusion that, given the

current situation, the best
decision for the good of the
national team is my resignation
from the position of head coach

— MICHAL PROBIERZ, POLAND COACH

Radha Yadav replaces Shuchi in
India squad for England tour


