
PUBLISHED FROM: DELHI LUCKNOW BHOPAL BHUBANESWAR RANCHI CHANDIGARH DEHRADUN HYDERABAD VIJAYAWADA

RNI Regn. No. ORIENG/2007/22475 | Late City Vol.21 Issue 164 | *Air Surcharge Extra if Applicable

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/dailypioneer

www.dailypioneer.com

instagram.com/dailypioneer

BHUBANESWAR, WEDNESDAY JUNE 18, 2025; PAGES 12 `4

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Calgary

P
rime Minister Narendra
Modi has said he will dis-
cuss important global

issues and emphasise the prior-
ities of the Global South as he
meets world leaders at the G7
Summit in Canada’s
Kananaskis.

Modi arrived here Monday
evening (local time), his first
visit to Canada in a decade, with
discussions with world leaders
to be focussed on crucial glob-
al issues, including energy secu-
rity, technology and innovation.

“Landed in Calgary, Canada,
to take part in the G7 Summit.
Will be meeting various leaders
at the Summit and sharing my
thoughts on important global
issues. Will also be emphasising
the priorities of the Global
South,” Modi said in a post on
X Monday evening.

PM Modi is on a four-day,
three-nation tour to Cyprus,
Canada and Croatia. He arrived
Monday evening (local time) in
Canada from Cyprus on the
second leg of his visit, at the
invitation of Canadian Prime
Minister Mark Carney.

The Kananaskis gathering
on June 16-17 is the Prime
Minister’s 6th consecutive par-
ticipation in the G7 Summit.

“At the invitation of PM
@MarkJCarney, PM @naren-
dramodi arrives in Alberta,
Canada for the G7 Summit.
PM will be participating in
@G7 discussions on the future
of energy security, including
diversification, technology,
infrastructure and investment,
to ensure access and affordabil-
ity in a changing world. PM
will also hold several bilateral
meetings on the sidelines,”
Ministry of External Affairs
Spokesperson Randhir Jaiswal
posted on X.

Prime Minister will also
hold several bilateral meetings
on the sidelines of the Summit,

coming over a month after
India’s Operation Sindoor that
targeted terror infrastructure in
Pakistan and Pakistan-occu-
pied Kashmir in retaliation for
the April 22 Pahalgam attacks.

Carney’s invitation to Modi
to attend the G7 Summit sig-
nalled the new Government’s
intent to repair the ties with
New Delhi that plummeted to
an all-time low over the killing
of pro-Khalistani separatist
Hardeep Singh Nijjar.

In October last year, India
recalled its high commission-
er and five other diplomats
after Ottawa attempted to link
them to the Nijjar case. India

also expelled an equal number
of Canadian diplomats.

India had accused Justin
Trudeau’s Government of
allowing pro-Khalistani ele-
ments to operate from
Canadian soil.

Carney, an economist and
political newcomer, took
charge as Canada’s new prime
minister in March following
the exit of Trudeau from the
top office.

After Trudeau’s exit, New
Delhi said it hoped to rebuild
ties with Canada based on
“mutual trust and sensitivity”.

In the last few months, the
security officials of India and
Canada resumed contact and
both sides were looking at the
possibility of appointing new
high commissioners.

Describing India and
Canada as “vibrant democra-
cies”, the external affairs min-
istry said last week that New
Delhi believes the forthcoming
meeting between the prime
ministers of the two countries
on the sidelines of the G7
Summit will offer an important
opportunity to exchange views
and “explore pathways” to reset
bilateral ties.

During PM Modi’s last visit
in 2015, bilateral ties were ele-
vated to the level of strategic
partnership.

PM Modi arrives in Canada for G7

VAISHNAVI MISHRA n New Delhi

D
elhi and the surrounding NCR region
received relief from the sweltering
summer heat on Tuesday as heavy pre-

monsoon showers, accompanied by strong
winds, lightning, and thunderstorms, lashed
the city, bringing down the temperatures and
improving the weather significantly.

The showers started in the afternoon and con-
tinued into the evening and night, significant-
ly lowering the city’s temperature. The maxi-
mum temperature came down to 34 degrees
Celsius, while the minimum was recorded at 27
degrees Celsius. This drop in temperature was

a welcome change for the residents, who have
been struggling under the scorching sun and
high humidity. 

Earlier in the day, the India Meteorological
Department (IMD) had issued a red alert for
Delhi and nearby areas, forecasting thunder-
storms, hail, moderate to heavy rainfall, and
strong winds with speeds reaching up to 70 kmph
in isolated places. 

Their predictions came true as the weather
turned stormy by the afternoon.

From the morning itself, the city’s weather
felt different. Clouds covered the sky, keeping
the sun hidden for most of the day. 

RAJESH KUMAR n New Delhi

T
he Directorate General
of Civil Aviation
(DGCA) said on

Tuesday the recent inspection
of Air India's Boeing 787
Dreamliner fleet has not
revealed any significant safe-
ty issues and Air India has
cancelled 66 flights to be
operated with Boeing 787
since the June 12 fatal
Ahmedabad plane crash
which involved an aircraft of
the same model.

"The recent surveillance
conducted on Air India's
Boeing 787 fleet did not reveal
any major safety concerns.
The aircraft and associated
maintenance systems were
found to be compliant with
existing safety standards," the
DGCA said.   It has advised
Air India to strengthen inter-
nal coordination. DGCA also
reviewed recent operational
data for Air India's wide-body
operations, with specific atten-
tion to the Boeing 787 fleet.
Air India's Dreamliners came
under intense scrutiny from
aviation authorities after flight
AI 171, bound for London,
crashed shortly after takeoff

from Ahmedabad at 1:38 pm
on June 12, killing 241 of the
242 people on board. DGCA
has completed a focused
review of Air India's Boeing
787 Dreamliner fleet, amid
rising concerns over recurring
technical issues and increasing
international flight volumes
post Ahmedabad crash. In a
meeting held with key execu-
tives from Air India and Air
India Express, the DGCA
reviewed the operational
robustness of the carriers,
with particular attention to the
Boeing 787 aircraft, which
form the backbone of Air
India's long-haul network.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
New Delhi

I
n a deeply disturbing inci-
dent in the national Capital,
three men were arrested on

Tuesday for assaulting and
humiliating a nine-year-old at
the popular Sarojini Nagar
market in southwest Delhi. The
minor, a Class 3 student, was
allegedly accused of theft and
subjected to degrading treat-
ment by shopkeepers in the
market.

The video of the incident,
which quickly went viral on
social media, shows the minor
being physically abused and
publicly humiliated by the
accused. One man can be seen
holding the visibly frightened
minor by his hands and an
unclasped belt, while another
pours water into the minor’s
pants. As the child cries and
pleads for mercy, the accused
shopkeepers continue to verbal-

ly abuse him. In a particularly
cruel moment, liquid soap is
sprayed on the boy’s hair.
Another man can be seen pok-
ing the boy with his foot while
hurling abuses.

The victim’s mother, a Nepali
national who works as a cook
in the Sarojini Nagar market
area, had no idea her child
would be subjected to such
abuse while she was at work.
According to police officials, the
boy had gone to the market and
was accused of stealing by the
shopkeepers. Instead of inform-
ing the authorities or his par-
ents, the three men took the law

into their own hands.
Taking swift action after

the video went viral, the Delhi
Police arrested the three
accused - Pankaj (35), who
owns a readymade garments
stall in the market, and his two
helpers Pradeep Kumar (29)
and Vishal (30). All three have
been booked under relevant
sections of the Bharatiya
Nyaya Sanhita (BNS), Section
75 of the Juvenile Justice Act
(which relates to cruelty
towards children), and Section
12 of the Protection of
Children from Sexual
Offences (POCSO) Act.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (Southwest) Amit Goel
said, “The child was subject-
ed to extreme humiliation and
physical abuse. One of the men
held him tightly by his hands
and belt, while another poured
water into his pants. Yet anoth-
er man kicked him and 
abused him. 

Minor assaulted in Delhi, three held

VAISHNAVI MISHRA n New
Delhi

S
he walked through Delhi’s
quiet neighborhoods with
a calm face and a black

purse over her shoulder. What
seemed like the actions of any
other working woman in
Delhi, in reality, was the modus
operandi of a 23-year-old bur-
glar working under the radar.
Tucked in her black purse
were fifty keys, each one capa-
ble of opening the doors to
someone else’s home

Joynila Tongsin Anal, a
native of Chandel in Manipur,
moved to Delhi in October
2024 looking for better oppor-
tunities. What followed was
not the story of another job-
seeking migrant making it in

the big city, but rather one of
breaking into houses, analysis
of hundreds of CCTV feeds
and eventual capture after
meticulous police work.

Her break ins came to a halt
when officers from the Anti-
Burglary Cell of South West
District, after combing
through footage from over
250 CCTV cameras, arrested
her from Delhi’s Chhatarpur
area on Saturday. What they
found in her possession was
telling: fifty assorted keys that
she allegedly used to break into
houses, bypassing locks with
chilling ease.

The hunt for Joynila began
after two separate burglary
complaints were filed, one
from Kishangarh and another
from Safdarjung Enclave. In

the first, a resident reported
missing items including a lap-
top, an LED TV, action cam-
era and accessories. In the sec-
ond, a man claimed that some-
one had entered his house and
stolen some gold earrings,
another diamond earring, an
expensive set of headphones,
shoes, and cash.

The pattern of both thefts
was similar, quiet entry and
selective theft of valuables.

That was the first red flag.
Realising they were likely

dealing with a serial burglar,
the Anti-Burglary Cell swung
into action.

Under the leadership of
Inspector Ram Kumar and
supervision of senior officer
Vijay Kumar, the team began
pulling surveillance footage
from around the two crime
scenes. They watched hours of
video, frame by frame, zoom-
ing in on faces, movements,
and unusual behavior.

And there she was. In mul-
tiple clips, a young woman
with a seemingly ordinary
appearance could be seen
walking into residential
colonies alone, sometimes
even carrying shopping bags
— a perfect camouflage. 

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Dubai

I
srael appeared to be
expanding its air campaign
on Tehran five days after its
surprise attack on Iran’s

military and nuclear pro-
gramme, as US President
Donald Trump posted an omi-
nous message warning resi-
dents of the capital to evacuate.

“IRAN CAN NOT HAVE A
NUCLEAR WEAPON,” Trump
wrote Monday night before
returning to Washington early
from a Group of Seven summit
in Canada. “Everyone should
immediately evacuate Tehran!”
he added.

Trump later denied he had
rushed back to work on a
ceasefire, telling reporters on
Air Force One during the flight
back to Washington: “I’m not
looking at a ceasefire. We’re
looking at better than a cease-
fire.” Asked why he had urged
for the evacuation of Tehran, he
said: “I just want people to
be safe.”

Earlier, the Israeli military
had called for some 330,000 res-
idents of a neighborhood in
downtown Tehran to evacuate.
Tehran is one of the largest
cities in the Middle East, with
around 10 million people,

roughly equivalent to the entire
population of Israel. People
have been fleeing since the
hostilities began.

Israel says its sweeping
assault on Iran’s top military
leaders, nuclear scientists, ura-
nium enrichment sites and
ballistic missile programme is
necessary to prevent its long-
time adversary from getting
any closer to building an atom-
ic weapon. The strikes have
killed at least 224 people in Iran

and wounded 1,277 
since Friday. 

Iran has retaliated by launch-
ing more than 370 missiles and
hundreds of drones at Israel. So
far, 24 people have been killed
in Israel and more than 500
wounded. The Israeli military
said a new barrage of missiles
was launched on Tuesday, and
explosions could be heard in
northern Israel.

Downtown Tehran appeared
to be emptying out early

Tuesday, with many shops
closed. The ancient Grand
Bazaar was also closed, some-
thing that only happened in the
past during anti-Government
demonstrations or at the height
of the coronavirus pandemic.

On the roads out of Tehran
to the west, traffic stood
bumper to bumper. Many
appeared to be heading to the
Caspian Sea area. Long lines
also could be seen at gas sta-
tions in Tehran, with printed

placards and boards calling
for a “severe” response to Israel
visible across the city. 

Authorities cancelled leave
for doctors and nurses as the
attacks continue, but insisted
everything was under control
and did not offer any guidance
for the public on what to do.

The Israeli military mean-
while claimed to have killed
someone it described as Iran’s
top general in a strike on
Tehran. Iran did not immedi-
ately comment on the report-
ed killing of Gen. 

Ali Shadmani, who had just
been named as the head of the
Khatam al-Anbiya Central
Headquarters, part of the para-

military Iran has named other
generals to replace the top
leaders of the Guard and the
regular armed forces after they
were killed in earlier strikes. 

Before leaving the summit in
Canada, Trump joined the
other leaders in a joint state-
ment saying Iran “can never
have a nuclear weapon” and
calling for a “de-escalation of
hostilities in the Middle East,
including a ceasefire in Gaza.”

French President Emmanuel
Macron told reporters that dis-
cussions were underway on a
ceasefire between Israel and
Iran, but Trump appeared to
shoot that down in his com-
ments on social media. 

PM Modi being welcomed upon his arrival at Calgary airport in Canada PTI

What the police found
in her possession was
telling: fifty assorted
keys that she allegedly
used to break into
houses, bypassing
locks with ease

According to police,
the boy had gone to the
market and was
accused of stealing by
the shopkeepers, who
took the law into their
own hands

Smoke rises from the building of Iran’s State-run television after an Israeli strike in Tehran, Iran, Monday PTI

Israel will continue to do what is within its capabilities to “degrade” Iran’s
nuclear programme, the country’s ambassador to India, Reuven Azar, said
on Tuesday, amid escalating tensions between the two countries.  He also
said it would be better if a diplomatic solution could be achieved to halt the
hostilities.
The envoy said Israel took military action to “severely degrade” Iran’s
nuclear programme and missile capabilities, claiming it posed a “threat” to
his country during an interaction with media here.
“We’ll continue to do what is in our capabilities to degrade Iran’s nuclear
programme,” he told reporters when asked about the future course of the
confrontation.
Asked about the expectations from the US, Azar said Washington and Israel
are “completely in sync”. He said he felt that the US would “support” Israel’s
action. Israel is grateful to the US for its military and political assistance,
Azar asserted.

ISRAEL WILL DEGRADE IRAN’S NUKE PROGRAMME

Technical snags continued to dog
Air India for the second
consecutive days on Tuesday as
seven international flights — all
using the 787-8 Dreamliner - were
cancelled while several others
reported mid flight scares due to
adverse weather conditions. The
cancelled services are AI 915
(Delhi-Dubai), AI 153 (Delhi-
Vienna), AI 143 (Delhi-Paris), AI
159 (Ahmedabad-London), AI
133 (Bengaluru-London) AI 170
(London-Amritsar) and AI179 -
Mumbai to San Francisco. 

AI FLIGHTS DISRUPTED

Trump warns Iran as strikes escalate

NCW takes note of
Odisha gang rape,
demands action
The National Commission for
Women (NCW) has taken suo
motu cognisance of the alleged
gang-rape of a 20-year-old
student at Gopalpur beach in
Odisha during the Raja festival.
Terming the incident “shocking,”
NCW Chairperson Vijaya Rahatkar
urged the State police to arrest all
remaining accused and ensure a
swift, time-bound probe. Police
have apprehended 10 suspects,
including four minors, as they
attempted to flee the State. The
NCW demanded free medical and
psychological aid for the survivor,
along with compensation under
Section 396 of the Bharatiya
Nagarik Suraksha Sanhita, and
has sought an Action Taken
Report within three days.

Haryana opens
largest multi-
modal transport
terminal
Haryana marked a major
milestone with the inauguration of
India’s largest automobile Gati
Shakti Multi-Modal Cargo
Terminal at Maruti Suzuki’s
Manesar plant by CM Nayab
Singh Saini and Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw. Developed
under PM Modi’s Gati Shakti
National Master Plan, the
?11,709 crore terminal links
Haryana’s auto industry to 17
logistics hubs, 380 cities, and key
ports like Pipavav and Mundra,
boosting exports and integration
into the global supply chain. CM
Saini called it a symbol of ‘Viksit
Bharat’ and Haryana’s emergence
as an automobile hub. Vaishnaw
highlighted Indian Railways’
transformation, including a
tenfold budget increase since
2014, 100% electrification of
Haryana’s rail network, and
upgrades to 34 Amrit Bharat
stations. 

Woman burglar arrested in Delhi after
combing hours of CCTV footage

Vehicles wade through a waterlogged underpass following heavy rains in New Delhi PTI

Rain cripples Capital, brings
relief from scorching heat

DGCA gives clean chit
to 787 Dreamliner fleet

10 held for college girl gangrape at Gopalpur beachBJD slams govt over
Gopalpur gang-rape Crime Branch to probe

Gopalpur gang-rape
Law to take its
course, says CM
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����  Bhubaneswar

DGP YB Khurania on
Tuesday ordered a Crime
Branch inquiry into the the
recent gang-rape incident in
the Gopalpur beach. He also
informed that the case is be-
ing considered as a 'Red Flag'
one.

 Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi on Tuesday
strongly condemned the re-
cent gang-rape incident in the
Gopalpur beach and directed
police to take exemplary ac-
tion against all accused in-
volved in the heinous crime.

Terming the incident as "in-
human and utterly shameful",
the Chief Minister said such
acts are crimes against hu-
manity and would not be tol-
erated under any circum-

stances. "No criminal will be
spared. The strictest possible
punishment under the law will
be ensured," he asserted.

The CM further stated that
any person directly or indi-
rectly involved in the crime

would be brought to book

without delay.

"The government is com-

mitted to upholding the safety

and dignity of every woman.

We will ensure justice is deliv-

ered swiftly," Majhi stated,

emphasising zero tolerance

towards crimes against

women.

Majhi also instructed police

to expedite the investigation

and take all necessary steps to

prevent such incidents in the

future. He reiterated his

government's resolve to make

Odisha a safe place for women

through swift and effective law

enforcement.

Probe ordered by
Deputy CM
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����  Bhubaneswar

A shocking gangrape inci-
dent at the Gopalpur beach
during the Raja festival has
triggered widespread outrage
and raised serious concerns
over tourist safety in one of
Odisha’s most popular coastal
destinations.

According to police
sources, a college girl was
gangraped by a group of
youths in front of her male
friend on Sunday evening. The
girl, a student of a local gov-
ernment college and a resident
of another district, had gone
to the beach with her friend
when the assault took place.

The accused arrived by
three motorcycles, assaulted
the male companion and de-
tained him and took turns
raping the girl in a secluded
part of the beach. They alleg-
edly forced the male friend to
transfer money through
PhonePe before fleeing.

The girl and her friend

lodged a complaint at the
Gopalpur police station that
night. Police detained seven
suspects, all students of a lo-
cal college, and launched a
manhunt to trace the remain-
ing three.

Brahmapur SP Saravana
Vivek M visited the crime
scene on Monday with a sci-
entific team and ordered a
thorough investigation led by
a woman DSP.

This marks the third rape

incident in the Gopalpur cos-
tal region within six months.

Reacting to the incident,
Deputy Chief Minister Pravati
Parida expressed deep an-
guish and said, “The gangrape
of a young girl at Gopalpur
beach is deeply disturbing. I
have spoken with the SP and
directed a thorough investiga-
tion. Necessary steps will be
taken to ensure such horrific
incidents are not repeated in
the future.”

Diarrhoea outbreak turns epidemic in State

Demands
minister's
resignation
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����  Bhubaneswar

The Biju Janata Dal (BJD)
has strongly condemned the
gang-rape of a college student
at the Gopalpur beach and
held the BJP-led Odisha Gov-
ernment responsible for the
law-and-order failure.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here on Tuesday, BJD
leader Dr Lekhasri
Samantsinghar and spokes-
person Tumbanath Panda
criticised the government for
its insensitivity towards
women's safety.

Dr Samantsinghar stated
that the heinous incident at a
prominent tourist destination
like Gopalpur has shaken the
conscience of the people.
"While the government was
busy celebrating the Raja fes-

tival with fanfare, a young
woman faced a brutal crime.
The rise in crimes against
women is alarming, and
Odisha now ranks 8th nation-
ally in terms of criminal activi-
ties," she said.

Citing NCRB data, she high-
lighted that crimes against
women have increased signifi-
cantly with a 33% rise in crimi-
nal cases and 8% rise in rape
incidents over the past year.
She demanded immediate res-
ignation of the Minister for
Tourism, Women & Child
Development on moral
grounds.

Spokesperson Tumbanath
Panda added, "The incident
has tarnished Gopalpur's im-
age and exposed the
government's failure in main-
taining law and order."

The BJD urged Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi to
take stringent action and re-
store public confidence.

In State

Revenue law overhauled; land
categories reduced to 2721 dead, 1,700

Infected; govt
deploys expert
teams
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����  Bhubaneswar

With the diarrhoea out-
break in Odisha spiralling into
an epidemic, the government
on Tuesday deployed four
State-level expert teams to the
worst-affected areas on the
directive of Health and Fam-
ily Welfare Secretary Aswathy
S. The outbreak has claimed 21
lives and infected over 1,700
people across seven districts,
triggering coordinated efforts
by both State and Central

agencies.
Official sources confirmed

that while nearly 1,300 pa-
tients have recovered, more
than 240 active cases are un-
der treatment. The situation
remains particularly grim in
Jajpur district, where a 14-
member Central team has
confirmed the presence of
Vibrio cholerae bacteria,
formally classifying the out-
break as an epidemic.

The State-level teams
comprising senior officials,
epidemiologists and public
health advisors have been
tasked with intensifying sur-
veillance and response mea-
sures in Bhubaneswar,

Banki, Dharmasala,
Badachana, and
Bhandarpokhari.

The teams' focus areas in-
clude water source chlorina-
tion, early detection and
treatment, door-to-door dis-
tribution of ORS and halogen
tablets and public awareness
campaigns on safe hygiene
and food practices.

Authorities have ordered
a two-week closure of all ho-
tels, dhabas, fast food outlets
and meat and fish shops in
Dharmasala, Binjharpur
and Bari tehsils.

Meanwhile, rapid response
teams and health workers are
conducting household sur-

veys, distributing essential
medicines and educating resi-
dents on the importance of
boiling water, avoiding raw or
uncovered food and main-
taining hand hygiene.

The outbreak, which began
in Jajpur on June 9, has now
spread to Rasulpur,
Danagadi, Vyasnagar Munici-
pality and Korei, among oth-
ers.

Neighbouring districts
have been placed on high alert,
and the government has urged
community participation in
controlling the spread. Con-
tinuous monitoring is under-
way to ensure timely contain-
ment of the epidemic.

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����  Bhubaneswar

The Odisha Government
has decided to streamline land
classification and reform exist-
ing revenue laws. Revenue Min-
ister Suresh Pujari on Tuesday
announced that the number of
land categories in the State
would be reduced from over
7,000 to just 27 in an effort to
simplify and modernise land
records management. An offi-
cial notification to this effect
would be issued shortly.

The minister further stated
that nearly 3,000 types of land

tenures (sattwas) would also be
restructured and limited to
double digits. "There is no need
for such a large number of ten-
ures in the present context. The
obsolete and unnecessary ones
will be abolished," Pujari said,
adding that this change moves
away from outdated practices
inherited from the British era,
which often led to confusion
and disputes.

In another significant initia-
tive aimed at bringing revenue
services closer to the people,
the state government will
soon launch a programme

titled 'Mo Panchayat Mo
Tahasil' (My Panchayat, My
Tahasil). Under this scheme,
Tehsildars and Additional
Tehsildars will visit panchayats
twice a month to provide on-
the-spot resolution of land-
related grievances.

Citizens will no longer need
to visit tehsil offices for basic
services. Instead, 18 key rev-
enue services will now be avail-
able via mobile phones. "We are
committed to making land ser-
vices people-centric and acces-
sible at the grassroots level,"
Pujari said.
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Kisan Shakti Samabha held in BalangirKisan Shakti Samabha held in BalangirKisan Shakti Samabha held in BalangirKisan Shakti Samabha held in BalangirKisan Shakti Samabha held in Balangir

CM reiterates commitment to farmers' welfare

BJP govt committed to farmers' dev: CM

Amid tragic attack in Kendrapada
Odisha celebrates 50 years
of croc conservation

Rally held; pledge taken against child labour

Workshop to nurture
innovation among students

2 die consuming spurious liquor in city

High-level security planned for PM's visit

Sixth State Finance Commission meets CM

At Vikash MelaAt Vikash MelaAt Vikash MelaAt Vikash MelaAt Vikash Mela

Subhadra Food Fest rekindles Odisha's forgotten flavours

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

Marking one year of the
BJP-led government in
Odisha, Chief Minister
Mohan Charan Majhi ad-
dressed the Kisan Shakti
Samabha in Balangir on Tues-
day. He reaffirmed his
government's commitment to
empowering farmers through
technology, irrigation and fi-
nancial support.

"Our government prom-
ised to deliver fair value to
lakhs of farmer brothers and
sisters. Within a year, we
have taken strong steps to
fulfil that goal," Majhi said.
With two ministers from
Balangir in his cabinet, the
CM remarked that a "triple-
engine government" is accel-

erating development in the
region.

Highlighting key achieve-
ments, the CM informed that
by May 2025, over 78,000 ag-
ricultural machines were dis-
tributed with Rs 459.68 crore
in subsidies through Direct
Benefit Transfer (DBT). The
government aims to provide
irrigation to 15 lakh hectares
of previously un-irrigated
land over the next five years.

Majhi also outlined several
farmer-centric initiatives. The
CM Kisan Yojana is providing
Rs 4,000 assistance to over 50
lakh small and marginal farm-
ers, including urban and
PVTG farmers. These benefits
are being integrated with the
PM-Kisan Samman Nidhi.
Under the Krishi Vidyanidhi

Yojana, scholarships are being
offered to the children of farm-
ers for higher education.

Organic farming is being
encouraged through the
Balabhadra Organic Farming
Mission while the Amrit Anna
Project promotes chemical-
free, indigenous rice now used
in the Kotha Bhog of Lord
Jagannath. The Developed
Agriculture Sankalp Abhiyan,
recently conducted across the
state, is expected to further
boost agricultural income.

Deputy Chief Minister
Kanak Vardhan Singh Deo
announced plans to establish
an agricultural college in
Balangir and a fisheries college
in Sonepur.

Successful farmers were fe-
licitated at the event.

New website
launched
RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

The Sixth State Finance
Commission of Odisha called
on Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi on Monday and
sought his suggestions to
strengthen and empower local
self-governments in the State.

On this occasion, the Chief
Minister launched the official
website of the Odisha State
Finance Commission  [https:/
/sfc.odisha.gov.in](https://
sfc.odisha.gov.in). The plat-
form has been developed to
gather suggestions and feed-
back from elected representa-
tives, Gram Panchayats,
Panchayat Samitis, Zilla
Parishads, Municipal Corpo-
rations, Municipalities, Noti-

fied Area Councils, intellectu-
als, civil society groups, uni-
versities, research
organisations, and individu-
als. It also hosts comprehen-
sive information on past and
present finance commissions,
including reports and studies.

The meeting witnessed the
presence of Chairman of the
6th State Finance Commis-

sion Dr Arun Kumar Panda,
Chief Secretary Manoj Ahuja,
Finance Principal Secretary
Saswata Mishra, Electronics
& IT Principal Secretary Vishal
Kumar Dev, Commission
Members Prof Asit Ranjan
Mohanty, Prof Amaresh
Samantaraya, Dr Bibhu
Prasad Nayak and Member
Secretary Dr Satya Priya Rath.

The 6th State Finance Com-
mission was constituted by
the Governor under Articles
243-I and 243-Y of the Con-
stitution. It has been man-
dated to recommend the devo-
lution of financial resources
from the State Government to
various tiers of local bodies
for the five-year period start-
ing April 1, 2026.

Promises revival
of sugar mills of
Deogaon,
Badamba
SUDHIR MISHRA    �����   Balangir

Agriculture and farmers'
development would help
realise the goal of Vikashit
Odisha, said Chief Minister
Mohan Majhi while address-
ing farmers, SHG members
and common people at a State-
level Kisan Samabesh here on
Tuesday.

 He described the national
campaign 'Developed Agricul-
ture Sankalp Abhiyan' started
from Sakhi Gopal, Puri from

May 29 to June 12 as a ground
breaking initiative of PM
Narendra Modi.

 "The earlier BJD govern-
ment could not give Rs 100
bonus for paddy during their
tenure. However, immediately
after coming to power, we an-
nounced an input subsidy of
Rs 800 per quintal of paddy.
Moreover, we also gave assis-
tance of Rs 10,000 to women
members under the Subhadra
scheme," he said further, add-

ing that the State Budget for
the farming sector has in-
creased this year and would
continue to increase in com-
ing years too.  The CM also
promised to revive the sugar
mills at Deogaon and
Badamba.

 Deputy CM KV Singh Deo,
Health Minister Dr Mukesh
Mahaling, Panchayati Raj
Minister Rabi Naik and MP
Sangeeta Singh Deo also
spoke.

 Balangir MLA Kalikesh
Singh Deo, who was not in-
vited to the meeting, expressed
his anguish and in a letter shot
off to the CM, demanded es-
tablishment of an agriculture
university at Balangir, revival
of Deogaon sugar mill, funds
for comprehensive drainage
development, renovation and
restoration of all 17 urban
tanks in Balangir Municipal-
ity, development of Tusura air
strip, implementation of ISS
and irrigation projects in the
district.  Meanwhile, police
took some Congress activists
into preventive custody while
they were organising protests
in Balangir.

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

As part of the ongoing Raja
Parba celebrations, the
Subhadra Shakti Food Festi-
val at the Vikash Mela, IDCO
Exhibition Ground here, has
emerged as a major crowd-
puller, offering a soulful re-
vival of Odisha's forgotten
flavours. Organised by
women Self Help Groups
(SHGs), the festival runs from
June 11 to 18 and has already
recorded sales of over Rs 10
lakh by June 14.

Inaugurated by Chief Min-
ister Mohan Charan Majhi in
the presence of Deputy Chief
Minister Pravati Parida, the fes-
tival features 26 SHG-run stalls
showcasing traditional Odia
dishes from the iconic Dahibara
Aloodum and Chenapoda to
lesser-known delights like Biri
Chakuli, Sija Pitha, Pakhala and
Machha Ambila. Live counters
for pithas such as Chakuli and

Kheer Mohana add to the ap-
peal.

What sets this festival apart
is its strong focus on authen-
ticity, nutrition, and women's
empowerment. SHG members
are not just home cooks, they
are entrepreneurs and custo-
dians of cultural heritage.
Many are on track to become

'Lakhpati Didis', earning Rs 1
lakh or more annually, under
the Centre's flagship initiative.

A special emphasis has been
laid on climate-smart, nutri-
tious ingredients like millets,
jackfruit, turmeric and ginger.
Millet-based cookies, fusion
bakery products and herbal
health drinks are drawing en-

thusiastic responses, espe-
cially from health-conscious
visitors.

Traditional snacks like
Magaji Ladoo, Piyaji, Sarsatia
and Pakodi Karadi share
space with ice creams, bakery
fusion items and cold bever-
ages offering something for
every palate.

PNS    �����   Bhubaneswar

Participants including par-
ents, guardians, youths, stu-
dents and NGO representa-
tives took a pledge to make
Odisha child labour-free as a
fortnight-long campaign was
flagged off for elimination of
child labour here on June 12.

 They took out a rally with
theme "Shrama Nahi Siksha"
at Kargil Road, Pokhariput,
raising slogans to make
people, residents, shops and
other commercial establish-
ments aware about the men-
ace of child labour.

 Speaking on the occasion,
district convener, Swarupa in-
vited all to join hands to make
Odisha child labour free and
narrated the success stories of
rescued children from child
labour.  To support her story,
a student Ashik spoke about
his journey from child
labourer to a +2 student of

BJB College, Bhubaneswar.
 Former State convener

CACL Sudhir Sabat encour-
aged businesses to adopt ethi-
cal labour practices and en-
sure compliance with child
labour laws. He stressed the
importance of swift action in
rescuing affected children and

integrating them into a safe
and study environment.

 Ranjan Mohanty of
PECUC spoke about the need
for continuous awareness
campaign to educate commu-
nities on the dangers of child
labour.  Sudhansu Nayak of
YMCA emphasized strict en-

forcement of child labour
laws, while activist EK Patro
empathized that all children
should go to school and not
land up as child labour. Secre-
tary, CCWD Sadashiv Swain
highlighted the role of law en-
forcement in bringing the of-
fenders to book.

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

The Odisha Government
celebrated 50 years of its pio-
neering Crocodile Conserva-
tion Project on Tuesday, mark-
ing a significant milestone in
India’s biodiversity preserva-
tion journey. The golden jubi-
lee event was organised by the
Forest, Environment & Cli-
mate Change Department at
the OUAT here.

Launched in 1975 at the
Bhitarkanika National Park in
Kendrapada in collaboration
with the Government of India,
UNDP and FAO, the project
has transformed Odisha into
a global model for species re-
covery. From near extinction,
the saltwater crocodile popu-
lation has steadily risen, with
the 2025 census recording
1,826 individuals, up from
1,811 in 2024.

Odisha is the only Indian
State to host all three native

crocodile species gharial,
mugger and saltwater croco-
dile. The day highlighted the
ecological role of crocodiles in
maintaining wetland health
while also raising awareness
on threats like habitat loss and
poaching.

However, the celebrations
were marred by a tragic croco-
dile attack in Tanladiha village
of Kendrapada district. Kajal
Mohanty (40) was feared dead
after being dragged into the
Kharasrota River by a croco-
dile while washing clothes on
Monday. Her 13-year-old
daughter, who witnessed the
attack, alerted villagers. De-
spite a search by locals and fire
personnel, her body remains
untraced.

The incident has sparked
panic in the region. Locals
urged the Forest Department
to deploy guards near croco-
dile zones and install warning
signage.

Shop sealed after
locals' protest
PNS    �����   Bhubaneswar

Two persons died after al-
legedly consuming spurious
liquor in the Laxmisagar area
of Bhubaneswar. The two de-
ceased persons have been iden-
tified as Biswajit Beura and
Apei, both residents of
Laxmisagar and close friends.

Apei reportedly died four
days ago while Biswajit suc-
cumbed on Tuesday while un-
dergoing treatment.

According to reports, five
friends had purchased liquor
from a local Indian Made For-
eign Liquor (IMFL) shop at
Laxmisagar and consumed it
during a feast. All five fell criti-

cally ill soon after, raising sus-
picions of adulterated alcohol.
The deaths of two among
them intensified concerns.

Following the incident, lo-
cals staged a protest outside
the liquor shop, demanding
action. Responding to the
public outrage, the Excise De-
partment sealed the liquor
outlet and collected samples
for laboratory testing.

Some locals questioned how
spurious liquor is founding its
way to liquor shops when the
Odisha State Beverage Corpo-
ration (OSBC) is in charge of
liquor distribution.  Notably,
in 2024, an IMFL shop was
sealed in the Baramunda area
after it was found it was sell-
ing adulterated liquor of very
reputed brands.

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

The State's Directorate of
Higher Secondary Education
kick-started a two-day work-
shop titled "Journey from
Imagination to Innovation"
here on Tuesday. The initiative
seeks to build a strong culture
of innovation and skill devel-
opment in schools by making
the School Innovation Coun-
cil (SIC) functional across
Odisha.

Organised in collabora-
tion with the Union Minis-
try of Education's Innova-
tion Cell (MIC) and the All
India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), the
workshop is designed to
equip students and teachers
with the tools and knowledge

to turn ideas into impactful
solutions.

Inaugurating the work-
shop, School and Mass Edu-
cation Department Addi-
tional Secretary Subhashree
Nanda said this effort would
contribute meaningfully to
the making of a "Viksit
Odisha" by empowering stu-
dents with innovation and
entrepreneurial skills.

A total of 164 participants
are attending, including 59
Principals from PM SHRI
Schools, 60 Post-Graduate
Teachers (PGTs) from Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary
Schools, 30 PGTs from Odisha
Adarsha Vidyalayas and 15
students who earned distinc-
tion under the OdiaPreneur 1.0
and 2.0 initiatives.

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

Ahead of Prime Minister
Narendra Modi's scheduled
visit to Odisha on June 20, a
high-level security review
meeting was held at the Biju
Patnaik International Airport
in Bhubaneswar on Tuesday
to finalise detailed arrange-
ments.

Officials from the
Bhubaneswar Municipal Cor-
poration (BMC),
Commissionerate Police and
the Fire Services Department
participated in the meeting to
ensure foolproof security and
logistics coordination.

Later, senior officers con-
ducted an on-ground inspec-
tion of Janata Maidan, the
venue of the Prime Minister's
public meeting. Transport
Minister Bibhuti Bhusan Jena
and Revenue Minister Suresh
Pujari also visited the site to

oversee preparations.
As per the official itinerary,

Modi is expected to land at the
airport here at 3:40 pm. He will
then lead a roadshow from
3:45 pm to 4:15 pm, moving
from the airport to the Janata
Maidan.

At the Janata Maidan, a
large public gathering has
been scheduled from 4:15 pm
to 5:30 pm, where the Prime
Minister will address the
crowd as part of the BJP
government's first-year cel-
ebrations in Odisha. Hhe will
unveil the State's 'Vision
Document' outlining the
government's development
roadmap. In view of the Prime
Minister's visit, tight security
arrangements have been put in
place across the capital with
Commissionerate Police de-
ploying additional personnel
along the roadshow route and
at the venue.
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RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi chaired the 41st
High-Level Clearance Author-
ity (HLCA) meeting and ap-
proved eight mega industrial
projects worth Rs 1,51,239.50
crore on Monday, marking a
significant push towards
industrialisation on the occa-
sion of his government's first
anniversary in Odisha. These
investments are expected to
generate over 60,200 employ-
ment opportunities across six
districts Dhenkanal, Ganjam,
Jajpur, Keonjhar, Khurda and
Sambalpur.

Vedanta Ltd will set up a 3
MTPA aluminium smelter
and a 4,900 MW captive
power plant in Dhenkanal
with an investment of Rs 1.28
lakh crore, likely to create
30,000 jobs. In the chemicals
sector, SRF Ltd will invest Rs
10,000 crore in Ganjam to es-
tablish a refrigerant manu-
facturing unit, generating
20,000 jobs.

In the steel sector, Jindal In-
dia Steel Tech Ltd will invest
Rs 3,600 crore in Dhenkanal,
while Shyam Steel Manufac-
turing Ltd plans a Rs 2,490
crore project in Keonjhar.
Linde India Ltd will set up an

air separation unit in Jajpur
with a Rs 1,303.5-crore invest-
ment.

In the textile sector,
Sportking India Ltd will invest
Rs 2,055 crore in Khurda to
establish a cotton and
blended yarn manufacturing
unit. Star Metal Works Pvt Ltd
will invest Rs 2,291 crore in
Sambalpur for a hot strip mill
and colour coating facility.

The CM said that since as-
suming office, six HLCA meet-
ings have been held, approv-
ing 62 projects worth Rs 5.67
lakh crore with employment
potential for over 2.42 lakh
people.

PNS    �����   Pallahara

The Sub-Divisional Retired
Govt Employees Association
celebrated the death anniver-
sary of Byasakabi Fakir
Mohan at the Sub-Collector
office premises here. Associa-
tion president Sarata Chandra
Biswal presided.

 The members of the asso-
ciation garlanded the statue of
Fakir Mohan. Former Princi-
pal Basanta Mohanty and
former HM Tankadhara
Pradhan spoke about Fakir
Mohan, his contribution to
Odia literature, culture and
language.

 Notably, Fakir Mohan
stayed in Pallahara as Dewan

of Pallahara State. His resi-
dence is the present Sub-Col-
lector office.

 While secretary of
organisation Paulasti Biswal
organised the programme,
former president Sadshib

Behera, secretary Jhasaketan
Pradhan, Shankara Dhehury,
Bishnu Sahu, Janardan Sahu,
Arundey Panigrahi, Dhruba
Behera, Sushil Udabal and
Chaitan Jit among others were
present.

PNS    �����   Bhubaneswar

The ICAR-Central Institute
of Freshwater Aquaculture
(ICAR-CIFA), in association
with the Asian Fisheries Soci-
ety Indian Branch (AFSIB),
convened a Workshop-cum-
Brainstorming Session on
"Current Status and Develop-
ment of a Roadmap on Ge-
nome Editing for Aquaculture
Species in India" on June 14
here.

 The event brought together
leading national and interna-
tional experts, researchers,
and policymakers to discuss
the current scenarios, emerg-
ing opportunities, and regula-
tory needs for implementing
genome editing technologies
in Indian aquaculture.

 The session was inaugu-
rated by Deputy Director
General (Fisheries Science)
and (Agriculture Education),
ICAR, New Delhi, Dr JK Jena,
who highlighted the urgent
need to integrate genome ed-
iting tools into aquaculture
research and development to
ensure food security.

 Director, ICAR-CIFA, Dr
PK Sahoo welcomed all digni-

taries, scientists, and partici-
pants, setting the tone for a
forward-looking dialogue on
the scope of genome editing in
enhancing aquaculture pro-
ductivity.

 Former Director, ICAR-
CMFRI, Kochi, and Executive
Council member of AFSIB, Dr
A Gopalakrishnan empha-
sized a roadmap for taking up
the research in a networking
mode to achieve the target.

 Policy for the genome-ed-
ited fish was emphasized by

Director, ICAR-CIBA,
Chennai Dr KK Lal.

 Genesis of genome editing
research in ICAR and present
status in plant science was
discussed by Joint Director
(Research), IARI, New Delhi
Dr C Viswanathan. Director,
ICAR-NRCE, Hissar, Dr
Tarun K Bhattacharya pro-
vided genome editing research
in animal science. Director
General of the Network of
Aquaculture Centres in Asia-
Pacific (NACA), Thailand Dr

Eduardo Leano emphasised
on blue transformation for
sustainable aquaculture pro-
duction through genome ed-
iting tools.

 Chief Executive of the Na-
tional Fisheries Development
Board (NFDB), Hyderabad,
Dr BK Behera highlighted the
crucial role of collaboration
and diversification of species,
including ornamental fish.
The workshop featured pre-
sentations by eminent inter-
national experts.

Writes to Rail
Minister
PNS    �����   Baleswar

Basta BJD MLA Subasini
Jena has written a letter to
Railway Minister Ashwini
Vaishnaw urging him to look
into a long-standing demand
of the people of her constitu-
ency as well as of Moroda of
neighbouring Mayurbhanj
district, for construction of a
rail over bridge (ROB) on
south  level crossing (LC) No.
61.

 She mentioned that hun-
dreds of people of these con-

stituencies have to cross the
LC for a number of reasons
and multiple times a day.

 Due to lack of an ROB, the
daily commuters of the  locali-
ties, patients and  movement
of emergency service vehicles
suffer a lot. At times, the wait-
ing becomes unbearable espe-
cially in the cases of  ferrying
patients.

 Further, the frequency of
movement of local residents is
more as on the other side of
south LC -61 several impor-
tant establishments including
block office, veterinary dispen-
sary, forest office, banks and
schools are situated, she men-

tioned.
 Jena also mentioned that

comcerning her demand in the
Assembly, she was told that
the project ROB 61 is jointly
being taken up by the SE Rail-
ways and Odisha government.
But sadly, survey work for the
project is yet to be  initiated,
she lamented, highlighting the
plights of residents.

Besides ROB, she also urged
the Minister for restoration of
stoppage of  two trains, Puri-
Haridwar Express and
Howrah - Hyderabad Express
at Basta railway station.

 She mentioned that these
two trains were having stop-

pages at Basta till the out-
break of Corona. It was dis-
continued since then. She said
that as a result of not restor-
ing the stoppages of the two
trains, the people of her local-
ity are deprived of boarding
from and alighting at the sta-
tion which causes a lot of in-
conveniences to them, besides
wastage oftime.

 She further expressed her
optimism towards her de-
mands mentioning that
Vaishnaw happened to be a
popular and people- friendly
district Collector of Baleswar
and hence, would certainly
fulfill the demands.

RAJESH BEHERA    ����� Kendrapada

A buzz of activities by ma-
rine fishermen started early on
Monday at several fishing jet-
ties of coastal Kendrapada
district as after a gap of six and
a half months they were gear-
ing up to venture into the sea
with the crews and vessels for
catching fish.

 Notably, the State Marine
Fisheries Department had im-
posed a ban on fishing from
November 1, 2024 to May 31,
2025 in accordance with pro-
visions of the Orissa Marine
Fishing Regulation Act
(OMFRA), 1982, Wildlife Pro-
tection Act, 1972, Orissa Ma-
rine Fishing Regulation Act,
1982 and Orissa Marine Fish-
ing Rules, 1983 to protect the
endangered Olive Ridley sea
turtles at Gahirmatha, 20km

off the sea coast during their
breeding season. In addition,
the department had extended
the ban on fishing from April
15 to June 14 in view of pro-

tecting the breeder fish in the
sea.

 As the fishing season
started on June 15, so the
mechanized boat owners and

trawler owners worshipped
their boats and sea god
Baruna and later ventured
into the sea for fishing by tak-
ing all their fish catching

equipment, said Tushar
Sardar from Maa Ramchandi
Boat Owner's Association,
Kharanashi.

 More than 25 to 30 fishing

vessels ventured into the sea
on the first day. The Marine
Fishery Department has is-
sued guidelines to all the fish-
ermen for catching fish and
asked them to follow them.
They include taking registra-
tion certificate and licence of
mechanized boat or trawler,
besides identity card (biomet-
ric identity card), etc. The
trawler operators have been
asked not to catch fish by tres-
passing into the Gahirmatha
Marine Sanctuary, as the For-
est Department generally im-
poses a fishing ban within the
Gahirmatha Marine Sanctu-
ary round- the- year.
Gahirmatha Marine Sanctuary
Ranger Kapilendra Pradhan
said trespassing into
Gahirmatha and catching fish
would lead to arrest of the fish-
ermen and seizure of their boats.

PNS    �����   Sambalpur

The National Assessment
and Accreditation Council
(NAAC) has given a B++
grade to Gangadhar Meher
University in Sambalpur on
Monday.

 The Gangadhar Meher Au-
tonomous College was up-
graded to GMU in 2015-16.
Earlier, the university had re-
ceived 12(B) status from the
University Grant Commis-
sion (UGC), which made it eli-
gible for Central funding.

 The B++ status for the uni-
versity means it has achieved
a grade point between 2.76 and
3, and the performance is
good. The NAAC peer team
visited the GMU in May this

year. They visited all depart-
ments and precisely assessed
and evaluated the qualitative
metrics outlined in the Self
Study Report (SSR) submitted
to NAAC by the university.

 The major challenges the
university has been facing are
shortages of teaching and
non-teaching staff, besides
shortage of classrooms. As the
university is yet to get its sec-
ond campus at Basantpur, the
same classrooms are also used
by +2 students.

 While the institution was es-
tablished way back in 1944, at
present, there are over 6,000 stu-
dents in the university that offers
26 PG programmes, 28 UG
programmes and 23 PhD courses,
besides self-financing courses.

Staffer
suspended in
Sundargarh
PNS    �����   Sundargarh

A resident of Sundargarh
district has raised serious
concerns after discovering a
shocking discrepancy in their
savings account at the
Mahuldiha Post Office. De-
spite diligently depositing
money over time for essential
personal needs, the individual
was dismayed to find a signifi-
cantly reduced balance, spark-
ing distress and a desperate
search for answers.

 As per the allegation, the
amount that had been depos-
ited does not match the bal-
ance shown in the account
passbook. Suspecting irregu-
larities, the depositor re-
ported the matter to the Bonai
Postal Inspector.

 Following the complaint,
the Postal Inspector initiated
an inquiry. It has come to light
that the employee involved in
the matter has been sus-
pended.

 However, the official has
clarified that the investigation
is still in its preliminary stage,
and no final conclusion can be
drawn at this point.

 Meanwhile, the Postal Su-
perintendent has stated that
he is not aware of the issue.

 The case has raised con-
cerns about the reliability of
deposit records and internal
oversight at the Mahuldiha
branch, though further details
are awaited pending the out-
come of the ongoing investi-
gation.

 The incident has raised
questions about transparency
and internal monitoring
mechanisms within rural
postal branches.

PNS    �����   Bhadrak

The World Clay Day ob-
served in Bhadrak by the
members of the Radhakanta
Tripathy Smruti Committee
in memory of founder and Su-
preme Court lawyer
Radhakanta Tripathy, who
passed away on June 8, 2025.

Tripathy was organising the
programme for the last few years.
Tripathy had entered the Limca
Book of Records and Guinness
Book of World Records.

The committee members
observed two minutes silence
in the memory of Tripathy on

the banks of river Salandi.
Later, they applied clay on
their bodies to give the mes-
sage to save the environment
and prevent degradation soil,
water and air, which is a need
for human life.

Jagannath Kar presided
over the programme and
members Sitakanta Tripathy,
Niranjan Sethi, Manoj Panda,
Saroj Pani, Rabi Sing, Kalandi
Mallik, Satyaranjan Sethi,
Sairanjan Sethi, Achutananda
Kar, Debabrata Kar, Upasana
Panigrahi, Prakash Kumar,
Manas, Malaya, Sunanda
were, among others, present.

RAJEEV RATHAN    �����   Bhubaneswar

The Odisha Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (OPCC) on
Monday launched a blistering
attack on both the State and
Central BJP governments, ac-
cusing them of neglecting
people's concerns amid a ris-
ing death toll from health
emergencies and governance
failures.

Addressing a press confer-
ence in New Delhi, OPCC
president Bhakta Charan Das
said, "While 272 people have
died in a tragic plane crash
and over a dozen lives have
been lost due to diarrhoea in
Odisha, the State and the Cen-
tre are busy celebrating anni-
versaries and promoting mis-
leading advertisements."

Das alleged that corruption
in Odisha has peaked, citing
the recent arrest of a multi-
crore engineer in Bolangir.
"From chief engineers to
young IAS officers, corruption
runs deep. Over Rs 2,000 crore
has been embezzled in paddy
procurement alone, leaving
farmers in distress," he added.

He also criticised the State's
flagship Subhadra Yojana,
calling it a "mockery" of
women's welfare. "Rs 5,000 ev-
ery six months translates to
Rs 27 a day, not enough to
cover basic meals. Meanwhile,

crores are being spent on ad-
vertisements," he said.

Health services, he claimed,
are in a shambles, especially in
diarrhoea-hit districts like
Jajpur, where hundreds of
doctor and nurse positions
remain vacant. He also flagged
the failures of the Ayushman
Bharat scheme, saying pa-
tients are being turned away
from hospitals due to poor
implementation.

Congress Legislature Party
Leader Ramachandra Kadam
condemned the BJP for sup-
pressing opposition voices.
"Congress MLAs are being sus-
pended for raising people's is-
sues. Tribal lands are being
handed to corporate houses in
Khorda, even as tribal families
are displaced without proper
Gram Sabha consent," he said.

Koraput MP Saptagiri
Ulaka questioned the unful-
filled promises of the BJP gov-
ernment, including jobs,
laptops for students and func-
tional district-level bodies.
"Even after five deaths due to
a wrong injection in Koraput
Medical College, the govern-
ment has failed to offer any
assistance," he added.

State in-charge Ajay Kumar
Lallu said. "Tribal rights are
being trampled and distress
migration continues in re-
gions like Ganjam."

PNS    �����   Bhubaneswar

A splendid Raja Utsav was
celebrated at the State Mu-
seum, organised by the Viswa
Odia Parivar (VOP) in col-
laboration with the Odisha
Language, Literature and Cul-
ture Department, vividly
showcasing the essence of the
three-day festival.

 Speaker Surama Padhi,
graced the event as chief guest,
while BJP leader Sajjan
Sharma, who is chairman,
Viswa Odia Parivar, elabo-
rated on the festivities.

 The participants and guests
revelled in the traditional
'Rajdoli' (a special swing for
the occasion), indulged in
'Pitha' (sweet cakes), enjoyed
'Paan Ra Chita' (decorative
betel leaves), and adorned
themselves with 'Mehendi'
(henna). A touching moment
was Speaker Padhi's gesture of
applying sandalwood to the
feet and foreheads of children,

symbolizing blessings and
reverence.

 Odisha Olympic Associa-
tion president and former BJP
State president Sameer
Mohanty shared insights into
the history and art of Odisha,
enriching the understanding
of the State's cultural evolu-
tion.

A literary meeting, featur-
ing Dr Iti Samanta, Editor of
Kadambini, delved into the
significant contribution of
Raja Parba to Odisha's tradi-
tions. Odisha Sahitya
Akademi secretary
Chandrashekhar Hota pro-
vided further detailed ac-
counts of the event's cul-
tural significance. A poetry
recitation programme,
drawing competitions, tra-
ditional 'puchi '  games,
'hulhuli '  (a unique vocal
sound made by women), and
Raja slogan competitions
added to the dynamism of
the event.
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Cases of a low weight at
birth from four States
— Uttar Pradesh,

Bihar, Maharashtra and West
Bengal — account for nearly
half of India’s cases, despite an
overall progress in lowering
rates over the last 30 years, an
analysis of the National
Family Health Survey shows.

The findings are published
in the British Medical Journal
(BMJ) Global Health.

Having a low birth weight
— under 2.5 kg — can often
signal a mother’s underlying
health issues and poor nutri-
tion, and has been linked
with problems in the child’s
cognitive development and a
vulnerability to chronic con-
ditions in later life. 

Analysing data gathered
from all five waves of the
national survey, researchers
from Duke and Harvard uni-
versities in the US and insti-
tutes in South Korea found
that overall, the prevalence of
low birth weight in India fell
by eight percentage points —
from 26 in 1993 to 18 in 2021.

State-wise, the average
prevalence was seen to decline
across the five waves of the

survey from 25 per cent in
1993 and 1999 to 20 per cent
in 2006, and 16 per cent in
2021, when the last wave con-
cluded.

Analysis of data from the
fifth wave (2019-21) suggests
that 42 lakh babies were born
with a low weight in a single
year, almost half (47 per cent)
of which came from only
four states — Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Maharashtra and West
Bengal.

Prevalence in 1993 was
found to be the highest in
Rajasthan (48 per cent), while
in 2021, Punjab and Delhi saw
the highest prevalence at 22
per cent. 

States such as Mizoram
and Nagaland had the lowest

prevalence of low birth weight
in 1993 and in 2021 as well.

The authors wrote, “The
overall prevalence of low birth
weight in India declined from
26 per cent to 18 per cent dur-
ing the period. The 2019-21
survey revealed that four
states, Uttar Pradesh, Bihar,
Maharashtra, and West
Bengal, accounted for almost
half of all low-birth-weight
births in India.”

The data from the fifth
wave also showed that babies
having both a lower weight
and a smaller-than-average
size at birth were “consider-
ably more likely” to be born
to women with little or no for-
mal education and from the
poorest households.
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The BJP on Tuesday
alleged that the
Congress is carrying
out false and mislead-

ing propaganda on census
2027 because its hope of 
gaining power by creating
division in society is falling
apart with the Narendra Modi-
led Government’s decision to
include caste enumeration in
the nationwide exercise.

Terming the government’s
notification on the 16th cen-
sus a “damp squib”, the
Congress on Monday said it is
silent on the inclusion of caste
in the exercise and asked
whether this is another “U-
turn” by the Government.

The Home Ministry noted
that some misleading informa-
tion, which stated that there
was no mention of caste count
in the gazette notification,
was being spread and later
asserted that the Census 2027
would include caste enumer-
ation.

Lambasting the Congress
for “misleading” people with
false claims, BJP national
spokesperson Sudhanshu
Trivedi alleged that the prime

objective of the Opposition
party by resorting to such a
“petty” act is to create confu-
sion in society and gain power.

Since it is witnessing its
objective falling apart, the
Congress has resorted to
spreading “falsehood, decep-
tion and lies”, he told reporters
at the BJP headquarters.

Trivedi said the press releas-
es issued by the Government
had clearly mentioned that
along with the census, a 
socio-economic assessment
and caste census would also be
conducted.

“Marred by its myopic view

and blurred vision, rather a
motivated nefarious vision,
however, they (Congress) are
unable to see what is categor-
ically explained in the Modi
Government’s decision to con-
duct the census,” he charged.

They are running complete-
ly false and misleading propa-
ganda because they feel that
their hopes are not being ful-
filled, the Rajya Sabha MP
added.

Trivedi alleged that the
Congress has always resorted
to vote bank politics in the
name of caste but did nothing
for the backward communi-

ties.
“The party decided to stop

the caste census (enumeration)
in 1951 and did not allow the
Kaka Kalekar Commission
report and the Mandal
Commission report to be
released,” he said.

With the ‘Sabka saath, sabka
vishwas’ mantra, Trivedi said,
the NDA Government under
Prime Minister Modi’s leader-
ship wants to conduct a cen-
sus with caste enumeration to
ensure “recognition of all
castes, respect for all castes and
upliftment of the most back-
ward castes”.

On the contrary, the leaders
of the Congress and “INDI
Alliance” only want the uplift-
ment of their families by cre-
ating division in the society on
caste lines, the BJP leader
charged.

“In 2022, our alliance
Government in Bihar decided
to conduct a caste survey in
the state,” the BJP leader said.

Trivedi also raised ques-
tions over the Congress gov-
ernment’s decision to conduct
a fresh caste survey in
Karnataka and asked whether
the previous survey conduct-
ed with an expenditure of
`165 crore was erroneous.
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India has successfully
demonstrated an experi-
mental advancement in

quantum communication
domain that paves the way for
real-time applications in quan-
tum cyber security, according
to the defence ministry.

“The free-space quantum
secure communication using
quantum entanglement over a
distance of more than one km
was achieved via a free-space
optical link established on the

IIT-Delhi campus,” it said in a
statement on Monday.

With this, India has entered
a “new quantum era”, officials
said.

Defence Minister Rajnath
Singh has congratulated the
DRDO and IIT-Delhi for this
landmark achievement, stating
that India entered a new quan-
tum era of secure communica-
tion which will be a “game-
changer” in future warfare.

“This entanglement-assist-
ed quantum secure communi-
cation paves the way for real-
time applications in quantum

cyber security, including long-
distance Quantum Key
Distribution (QKD), the
development of quantum net-
works, and the future quantum 
internet,” the statement said.

The experiment attained a
secure key rate of nearly 240
bits per second with a quan-
tum bit error rate of less than
7 per cent, the ministry said.

These efforts align with
India’s broader objectives to
advance quantum technologies
for national development.

Under the project ‘Design
and development of photonic

technologies for free space
QKD’, sanctioned by
Directorate of Futuristic
Technology Management
(DFTM), DRDO, the demon-
stration was given by Prof
Bhaskar Kanseri’s research
group in the presence of sev-
eral senior officials of the
DRDO, Dean (R&D) IIT-
Delhi, Director (DIA-CoE)
and DRDO laboratory scien-
tists.

“Quantum entanglement-
based QKD offers several sig-
nificant advantages over the
traditional prepare-and-mea-

sure method by enhancing
both security and functional-
ity. Even if devices are compro-
mised or imperfect, the use of
quantum entanglement
ensures the security of key dis-
tribution.

“Any attempt to measure or
intercept the entangled pho-
tons disturbs the quantum
state, allowing authorised
users to detect the presence of
an eavesdropper,” the state-
ment said.

Quantum communication
provides fundamentally
unbreakable encryption, mak-

ing it a dual-use technology
with applications in securing
data in strategic sectors such
as defence, f inance, and
telecommunications, as well as
in protecting national securi-
ty-related communications, it
said.

“Free-space QKD eliminates
the need to lay optical fibers,
which can be both disruptive
and expensive, especially in
challenging terrains and dense
urban environments,” the
statement said.

Earlier, India’s first interci-
ty quantum communication

link between Vindhyachal and
Prayagraj in 2022, using com-
mercial-grade underground
dark optical fiber was demon-
strated by DRDO scientists
along with Prof Bhaskar’s
team, it said.

More recently, in 2024, the
team successfully distributed
quantum keys using entangle-
ment over a 100 km spool of
telecom-grade optical fiber in
another DRDO-supported
project. 

These technologies are
being developed through
DRDO-Industry-Academia -

Centres of Excellence 
(DIA-CoEs) — an initiative of
the DRDO. 

Where 15 Centres of
Excellence have been 
established at premier 
academic institutes like IITs,
IISc and universities for devel-
opment of cutting-edge
defence technologies.

Department of Defence
R&D Secretary and DRDO
Chairman, Samir V Kamat,
and IIT-Delhi Director, Prof
Rangan Banerjee,  also 
congratulated the team for
these key achievements.

DRDO, IIT-Delhi demonstrate experimental progress in quantum communication

BJP slams Congress for false
propaganda on census 2027

BJP national spokesperson Sudhanshu Trivedi FILE PHOTO

Four states lead low birth weight: Study

PK Mishra urges States to focus
on high impact DRR plans
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Principal Secretary to
the Prime Minister, PK
Mishra, on Tuesday

said that states should focus
on low cost but high impact
interventions to mitigate dis-
aster risks. Addressing the
valedictory session of the
two-day Annual Conference
of Relief Commissioners and
State Disaster Response Force
(SDRF), Mishra said the
potential of loss in certain
disasters is found to be more
than estimated which needs
re-calibration of mitigation
efforts to tackle them.

Observing the nature of
disasters is changing, he said
that we must accept this real-
ity that hazards are intercon-
nected, impacts are multiply-
ing and risks are evolving
faster than we are adapting.

“In view of the emerging
challenges of extreme events
and uncertainties, states need
to recalibrate and re-activate
their institutions, processes
and systems for equipping
themselves to be ready to
handle such situation by pre-
venting loss of life and prop-
erty,” he added.  

Mishra said that states
should focus on low cost but

high impact interventions to
mitigate disaster risks.

“Preparedness and aware-
ness is crucial for tackling
increasing uncertainty on
disaster occurrence. The haz-
ard and vulnerability land-
scape are changing and so
should enhance the pre-
paredness level of the states,”
said Mishra, according to an
official statement.

“For better transition from
relief and response approach
to preparedness and mitiga-
tion approach, states need to
institutionalise the lessons
learnt. This is essential, so
that insights from the past
disasters are not forgotten,”
he added. Mishra said India’s
Disaster Risk Reduction
(DRR) financing model has
been acknowledged at the
global platform on DRR held
in Geneva on June 4 to June
6, 2025, states should ensure
for proper utilisation of
recovery and mitigation
funds.

Highlighting India’s vast
geography, which mandates a
robust national disaster
response force, he said that
states should assess and invest
in capacity augmentation of
agencies involved in the 
disaster relief operations. 

“Disaster preparedness is

not a matter of hours but is
a matter of minutes, as every
minute taken in mobilisation
and starting relief operation
counts. Thus, the speed of
response should be
improved. There is still a lot
to be done on the early warn-
ing from for certain disas-
ters,” added Mishra.

Giving example of drought
having the potential to
severely affect lives and liveli-
hood, the principal secretary
said the potential of loss in
certain disasters is found to
be more than estimated. 

“These days lightning is
coming forth as one of the
largest-fatality disasters.
Hence, our mitigation efforts
should be re-calibrated to
tackle these kind of disasters.
States should focus on low
cost but high impact inter-
ventions to mitigate disaster
risks,” he added.

Mishra said that urban
flooding solutions need to
keep in mind the local 
geographical and climatic
conditions. 

The principal secretary
further said the Aapda Mitra
scheme for volunteer mobil-
isation like community
involvement is very impor-
tant for enhancing the effec-
tiveness of disaster response. 

Home Ministry tasked with ex-Agniveer progress plan
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The Union Home
Ministr y has been
tasked to “coordinate

activities for further progres-
sion” of ex-Agniveers after
their term with the armed
forces ends, according to a
Government notification.

The Government had

amended the Allocation of
Business Rules, 1961, by
inserting a new point in the
second schedule under the
Department of States of the
Union Home Ministry “coor-
dinating activities for further
progression of Ex-Agniveers”,
it said.

In June 2022, the govern-
ment rolled out the Agnipath
recruitment scheme with an

aim to bring down the age
profile of the three services.

Under the Agnipath
scheme, candidates between
the age bracket of 17-and-
half years and 21 who get
selected are enrolled in Army,
Air Force and Navy as
Agniveers for a period of 4
years with a provision to
retain 25 per cent of them for
15 more years.

The Government has
already reserved 10 per cent of
jobs for ex-Agniveers in all
future appointments of con-
stables in the 11-lakh-strong
Central Armed Police Forces
like CRPF, BSF, CISF, SSB etc. 

The CAPFs recruit around
10-12 thousand personnel in
constable ranks.

No physical test would be
required for recruitment of

the former Agniveers into the
paramilitary forces as such
tests have already been done
by the Army. 

They will just need a phys-
ical fitness certificate, an offi-
cial had said.

Various Central
Government agencies and
departments have also
announced plans to recruit
former Agniveers.
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Union Environment
Minister Bhupender
Yadav on Tuesday

urged people to create forests
in the name of their mothers
as part of the Aravalli Green
Wall Project, an ambitious
plan to build a 1,400-km long
and five-km wide green buffer
around the Aravalli mountain
range.

Launching the ‘National
Workshop on Strategies for
Combating Desertification
and Drought’ in Jodhpur,
Rajasthan, Yadav said that
unsustainable farming prac-
tices, excessive use of urea and
pesticides, and overuse of
groundwater are some of the
key reasons for land degrada-

tion worldwide. He warned
that fast-paced desertifica-
tion is threatening the human
food chain.

Yadav said India is taking
several steps to tackle land
degradation and desertifica-
tion, including interlinking of
rivers, distribution of soil
health cards to farmers and
plantation programmes.

The Government has now
decided to restore degraded
land in the Aravalli range,
which stretches from Delhi to
Gujarat, he said.

The minister encouraged
people to develop matri van
(forests named after one’s
mother) on degraded forest
land under this initiative.

He also said that under the
Green Credit Programme,
companies could be asked to

help restore such degraded
areas. Inspired by Africa’s
‘Great Green Wall’ that spans
from Senegal in the west to
Djibouti in the east, the
Aravalli project aims to estab-
lish a 1,400-km long and
five-km wide green belt across
29 districts in Haryana,
Rajasthan, Gujarat and Delhi.

Yadav said the project will
be a turning point in the
careers of divisional forest
officers in these districts.

According to the govern-
ment, the Aravalli Green Wall
will help fight air pollution in
the region, support India’s cli-
mate goal of creating an addi-
tional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3
billion tonnes of carbon diox-
ide equivalent, and help
restore 26 million hectares of
degraded land by 2030.

The five-km wide green
belt across 29 districts will
cover 6.45 million hectares in
the four states. About 42 per
cent of this area, or 2.7 mil-
lion hectares, is already
degraded.

Of the total degraded land,
81 per cent lies in Rajasthan,
15.8 per cent in Gujarat, 1.7
per cent in Haryana and 1.6
per cent in Delhi, according
to the action plan.

The Aravallis, the oldest
mountain range in India,
serve as a natural barrier
against desertification, pre-
venting the spread of the
Thar desert and protecting
cities like Delhi, Jaipur and
Gurugram. They are also the
origin of important rivers
such as the Chambal,
Sabarmati and Luni. 

Environment Minister urges matri
vans for Aravalli Green Wall Project

‘Thug life’ film
must be
released in
Karnataka,
guns can’t be
put to people’s
head: SC
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The Supreme Court on
Tuesday came down
heavily on the Karnataka

government over actor Kamal
Haasan’s film “Thug Life” not
being released in the state,
saying mob and vigilantes can-
not be allowed to take to the
streets. A bench of Justices Ujjal
Bhuyan and Manmohan said
rule of law has to be established
and guns cannot be put to peo-
ple’s head to stop them from
watching the movie.

The top court gave one day
time to the Karnataka govern-
ment to apprise it about release
of the movie in the state, say-
ing once a film has got the
Central Board of Film
Certification clearance, it has to
be released in all the state.

The bench said if Haasan has
said anything inconvenient it
cannot be taken as a gospel
truth and the enlightened peo-
ple of Karnataka should have
debated and said he was wrong.

The top court was also crit-
ical of the high court’s recent
observations seeking an apol-
ogy over Haasan’s remark over
Kannada language, and said it
has not business to seek apol-
ogy. The bench transferred to
the apex court, the case relat-
ed to the movie pending before
the high court and posted the
matter for further hearing on
Thursday. 

“Thug Life” released in cin-
ema halls across the country on
June 5. The Tamil movie, which
reunites Haasan with film-
maker Mani Ratnam after
1987’s “Nayakan”, could not be
released in Karnataka after the
70-year-old’s comments about
Kannada language sparked a
major controversy.

The top court was hearing a
plea filed by one M Mahesh
Reddy challenging the non
release of the movie in
Karnataka.  The high court had
strongly criticised Haasan for
his remark suggesting that
“Kannada was born out of
Tamil”, and observed that a
“single apology could have
resolved the situation.”

Centre’s intention to take control of judges’ appointments: Sibal
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Rajya Sabha MP Kapil
Sibal on Tuesday alleged
that the real motive of

the government in moving
towards bringing an impeach-
ment motion against Justice
Yashwant Varma for alleged
corruption is to take control of
appointment of judges by doing
away with the Collegium sys-
tem and bringing in the
National Judicial Appointments
Commission (NJAC). 

Sibal, who is also a senior
advocate, also accused the gov-
ernment of having a selective
approach in handling the cases
of Justice Varma and Justice

Shekhar Yadav, against whom
Opposition MPs have submit-
ted a notice in the Rajya Sabha
for moving an impeachment
motion for making allegedly
“communal” remarks last year. 

Law Minister Kiren Rijiju
has underlined the govern-
ment’s resolve to take all polit-
ical parties on board in mov-
ing the impeachment motion
against Justice Varma. A fire
incident at Varma’s residence in
the national capital in March,
when he was a judge at the
Delhi High Court, had led to
the discovery of several burnt
sacks of cash at the outhouse. 

Addressing a press confer-
ence, Sibal said the intention of
the government is to finish the

Collegium system and to take
control of the appointment of
judges. 

Talking about Justice Varma,
Sibal said, “I can say with
utmost responsibility that he is
one of the finest judges that I
have argued before. You ask any
lawyer in the High Court or
Supreme Court, there is not a
whiff of any wrongdoing by this
judge. You ask any lawyer in
Allahabad.” “It is shocking that
you (the government) are tar-
geting a judge against whom
there is no evidence and you
are protecting a judge against
whom there is no evidence
required because his statement
is in the public domain and
there is an impeachment

motion pending before the
Chairman and he has been sit-
ting on it for verification of sig-
natures,” Sibal said. 

Rijiju wants to bring a
motion on the first day of
Parliament’s Monsoon session
to put the Supreme Court’s in-
house inquiry report in Justice
Varma’s case in the public
domain, he said. 

“For what? Why are you
protecting Shekhar Yadav?”
Sibal added. 

Why isn’t the opposition not
realising that the game plan is
to take away the power to
appoint judges from the
Collegium and give it to the
NJAC, Sibal alleged, adding
“That is the whole purpose of

this exercise”. Slamming the
government, he said it took a
decision against a high court
judge without any inquiry and
procedure. 

“The judge was not even
heard. This is absolutely shock-
ing...Unfortunately, the politi-
cal class is brought into the act,”
he said. 

Sibal last week had ques-
tioned why Chairman Jagdeep
Dhankhar has not taken any
action on the notice for mov-
ing an impeachment motion
against Justice Yadav of the
Allahabad High Court and
alleged the government was
trying to save the judge who
made “totally communal”
remarks last year. 
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Robert Vadra, the busi-
nessman husband of
Congress MP Priyanka

Gandhi Vadra, skipped his
scheduled deposition before
the Enforcement Directorate
for the second time in a money
laundering case linked to UK-
based arms consultant Sanjay
Bhandari, official sources said
on Tuesday.

He was asked to appear on
Tuesday (June 17) after he
failed to do so on June 10.

Sources close to Vadra said
he has communicated his trav-
el plan to the UAE and UK for
this week in advance to the
agency and that he would join
the probe once he is back in
India.

He skipped the June 10 sum-
mons saying he had flu-like
symptoms on June 9 and had
undertaken a COVID test as
per protocol.

His lawyer had then said that
Vadra had no intention of
avoiding summons and was
ready to appear before the ED
anytime before or after his
travel abroad later this month.

The agency is understood to
be summoning Vadra to record
his statement under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act (PMLA) and
subsequently file a chargesheet
in the case. The federal probe
agency had questioned the
businessman for three consec-
utive days in April in a separate
money laundering case linked
to alleged irregularities in a
2008 land deal in Haryana. He
is being investigated in three
money laundering cases by the
ED.

Bhandari (63) f led to
London in 2016, soon after the
Income Tax Department raid-
ed him in Delhi. A UK court
earlier this month refused an
application filed by the Indian
government seeking permis-

sion to appeal in Britain’s
Supreme Court against the dis-
charge of Bhandari in an extra-
dition case, virtually ruling
out chances of him being
brought to the country to face
the law.

The ED filed a chargesheet
in this case in 2023, alleging
that Bhandari acquired the 12,
Bryanston Square house in
London in 2009 and got it ren-
ovated “as per the directions of
Robert Vadra, who provided
the funds for the renovation”.

Vadra has denied that he
owns any London property
directly or indirectly.

Terming the charges a “polit-
ical witch hunt”, Vadra said he
was being “hounded and
harassed” to subserve political
ends.

The ED is also investigating
Vadra in a separate money
laundering case linked to
alleged financial irregularities
in a land deal in Rajasthan’s
Bikaner.

Robert Vadra skips ED summons again
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MOHIT KANDHARI n Jammu

Tensions between
Jammu and Kashmir
Chief Minister Omar
Abdullah and

Lieutenant Governor (LG)
Manoj Sinha have intensified,
with Abdullah expressing frus-
tration over the lack of clarity
in the division of responsibil-
ities between their offices. 

Speaking at an event in New
Delhi on Monday, Abdullah
highlighted the issue, stating
that the presence of “two
Governments” in Jammu and
Kashmir is undermining effec-
tive governance.

The Jammu and Kashmir
National Conference escalated
the matter on Tuesday by shar-
ing Abdullah’s remarks on

social media. 
“Fact is, today there are two

Governments in J and K,
which shouldn’t be the case. It
is the worst form of gover-
nance,” Abdullah said, empha-
sising the need for a clear
delineation of roles. He noted
that while he is not inclined to
issue threats, “everything
comes with an expiry date,” sig-
naling growing impatience
within his Government.

Abdullah criticised the
Lieutenant Governor for over-

stepping his stated role, which
Sinha has publicly limited to
law and order and security. 

“The fact is, he does dabble
in governance-related mat-
ters,” Abdullah said, pointing
to Sinha’s involvement in lay-
ing foundations for factories 
in industrial estates and 
distributing job orders, both 
managed by the elected
Government. 

He urged Sinha to endorse
the business rules framed by
the Cabinet, which Abdullah
said align with the J and K
Reorganisation Act and do
not encroach on the LG’s
authority over security, law
and order, or officer transfers.

The Chief Minister also ref-
erenced the recent Pahalgam
attack, suggesting that Sinha’s

assertion of a limited role
might be an acknowledgment
of security lapses under his
watch. “Pahalgam happened
under his watch, and it seems
that is his way of putting his
hand down,” Abdullah
remarked. He cautioned, how-
ever, that public anger over the
attack should not be miscon-
strued as support for the events
of August 5, 2019, when the
region’s special status was
revoked.

Abdullah stressed that the
business rules proposed by
his Government aim to elim-
inate confusion and ensure
smooth governance. 

“We just want to ensure
that the distribution of respon-
sibilities is clear cut and there
is no confusion,” he said. 
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Fact is, today there
are two

Governments in J and K,
which should not be the
case. It is the worst form
of governance

J and K: Tensions rise
between Omar, LG’s office GIRISH SHARMA n Bhopal

The investigation into the
sensational murder of
Indore’s transporter Raja

Raghuwanshi has taken a deep-
er turn, with Meghalaya
Director General of Police
Idashisha Nongrang on
Tuesday stating that the crime
was not solely the result of a
love triangle.

The DGP, speaking during a
scene recreation exercise con-
ducted by the police at the
crime site in Sohagpur, said that
investigators have found mul-
tiple underlying motives
behind the killing, beyond just
a failed romantic relationship.

Deputy Inspector General of
Police (DIG) Mayank Awasthi
echoed the same, stating that
while a romantic angle is one
aspect, the investigation has

uncovered compelling evidence
pointing to broader motiva-
tions. Authorities remain con-
fident about the strength of evi-
dence collected across all
dimensions of the case.

Raja Raghuwanshi had

recently married Sonam
Khushwanshi, but their rela-
tionship quickly soured. Police
believe Sonam conspired with
her brothers — Govind,
Deepak, and Mohar — to kill
Raja. On May 23, they alleged-

ly lured him to Sohagpur on
false pretenses, strangled him
with a mobile phone charger
cable, and suffocated him by
stuffing a ten-rupee note in his
mouth. Forensic and crime
scene investigation teams from
Bhopal have assisted in collect-
ing vital evidence from the
scene. All four accused have
been arrested and formal
charges have been filed. 

During interrogation, Raja’s
brother Sachin revealed that
Sonam had confessed to the
murder, admitting her brothers
helped execute the plan. One of
the most disturbing revela-
tions in the case came from
Sachin’s testimony — Sonam
reportedly manipulated Raja
into believing that offering his
life as a sacrifice would cure her
ailing father. Shockingly, Raja
is said to have agreed.

Raja Raghuwanshi murder was not solely
result of love triangle: Meghalaya DGP 
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The Jammu and Kashmir
Government has
declared the routes of the

annual Amarnath Yatra a ‘No
Flying Zone’ from July 1 to
August 10, 2025, as part of
enhanced security measures
for the pilgrimage. 

The order, issued by the J
and K Home Department on
the directives of Lieutenant
Governor Manoj Sinha, pro-
hibits the operation of all avi-
ation platforms and devices,
including drones, UAVs, and
balloons, along the traditional
Pahalgam and shorter Baltal
routes.

The Amarnath Yatra, sched-
uled to commence on July 3,
2025, attracts thousands of pil-
grims annually to the holy
cave shrine in the Himalayas. 

The ‘No Flying Zone’ restric-
tion aims to ensure the safety
and smooth conduct of the pil-
grimage amid heightened secu-
rity concerns. 

The order follows discus-
sions with stakeholders, who
assessed the prevailing securi-
ty scenario in the Union
Territory and proposed addi-
tional logistical measures.

The Union Ministry of
Home Affairs has also recom-
mended declaring the entire
yatra route a ‘No Flying Zone’
for the duration of the pilgrim-
age. However, exemptions will
be permitted for medical evac-
uations, disaster management,
and surveillance operations by
security forces. 

A detailed Standard
Operating Procedure (SOP)
for these exceptions will be
issued separately, the order
stated.

Amarnath yatra route
declared No Flying Zone 

TN RAGHUNATHA n
Mumbai

Captain Sumeet
Sabharwal — who was
commanding the Air

India flight AI-171 Boeing
787 Dreamliner that crashed
last week in Ahmedabad
killing 241 passengers and
several others – was cremated
here on Tuesday, as his 88-
year-old Pushkaraj Sabharwal
led a large number of mourn-
ers in bidding a tearful farewell
to his son.

Hours after his body was
brought to his Powai home in
Mumbai where he had lived
most part of life, Sumeet’s
mortal remains were con-
signed to the furnace at the
nearby Chakala electric crema-
torium in north Mumbai.

Captain Sumeet (56), who

was single, was a resident of the
F Block of JalVayu Vihar in the
upscale Hiranandani Gardens
area of Powai. Capt. Sabharwal
is survived by father Pushkraj
Sabharwal. Sumeet’s mother

had passed away two years ago.
Earlier, his octogenarian

father Pushkraj, who was in
tears but maintained a stoic
silence, led the prayers held
near a building temple, stand-

ing beside his son’s coffin with
folded hands amid chants of
‘Om Namah Shivay Mantra
Har Har Bhole Namah Shivaya’,

His family members,
friends, neighbours, colleagues
and people from different parts
of Mumbai had turned out to
bid a goodbye to Sumeet, who
was among those killed in the
Air India plane crash in
Ahmedabad on Thursday last.

Apart from Sr Sabharwal,
Sumeet’s aunt and his two
nephews, who too are pilots,
were present at the prayer
meeting. Sr Sabharwal placed
flowers at the casket and stood
in silence and then chanted
prayers with others with fam-
ily members and friends. He
broke down while chanting
‘Om Namah Shivay Mantra
Har Har Bhole Namah Shivay’
in front of the casket, which

had a photo of the late ace pilot
in a Captain’s uniform. He was
helped by close family mem-
bers.

Hiranandani Group co-
founder and Managing
Director Niranjan
Hiranandani and Shiv Sena
MLA Dilip Mama Lande were
among those who visited
Sumeet’s house to have a last
glimpse of him. 

“Very sad, a young life was
taken away ( in the crash). This
is a thoughtful moment, we
need to study this thoroughly.
We cannot afford to go like this
again. The family is devastat-
ed. The only justice now is to
ensure this moment leads to
answers, to reforms. Safety
and security must be a prior-
ity, not just in aviation, but in
every sector,” Hiranandani
said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Guwahati

The Assam Government
on Tuesday announced
a financial aid of Rs

25,000 each to about 350 fam-
ilies affected by a blowout at
an ONGC crude oil well in
Sivasagar district, with the
release of gases continuing for
the sixth day.

Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma, while announc-
ing the aid, said Petroleum
Minister Hardeep Singh Puri
held a meeting with top offi-
cials in Delhi earlier in the day
regarding the blowout, and
both the state and central
Governments were seized of
the matter.

The blowout began on June
12 at well no. RDS 147 of rig
no. SKP 135 of Rudrasagar oil
field of ONGC at Barichuk of
Bhatiapar. A private firm, SK
Petro Services, was operating
the well on behalf of the state-

run Maharatna company.
Sarma, who had on

Monday evening visited the
people affected by the inci-
dent, said, “There are about
350 families in the camp and
they are anxious.. .
Compensation will be worked
out later. For immediate relief,
we will be providing Rs 25,000
each to the families from the

Chief Minister’s Relief Fund.”
He said Puri held a meeting

at his office to discuss the mat-
ter. “I will have a video con-
ference with him once I reach
Guwahati,” Sarma said.

Sarma said the state’s chief
secretary spoke to the ONGC
chairman in the morning
regarding the matter and the
top boss of the company will

be personally visiting
Sivasagar.

“ONGC has said that they
have already invited a special-
ist from the US and they are
hopeful that the leakage will
be stopped soon. Our chief
secretary has spoken to the
Union petroleum secretary
as well and he has assured of
taking all steps,” he added.

The chief minister said the
details of compensation to
the affected people will be
worked out later, with stop-
ping the leakage being the top
priority now. 

“If required, the state
Government will provide
more financial assistance and
I will also visit the place
again,” he added.

Meanwhile, members of
regional organisation Bir
Lachit Sena gheraoed the
office of SK Petro Services in
Sivasagar on Tuesday and
demanded compensation for
the affected people. 

AI plane crash: Grieving father, mourners bid
tearful farewell to Captain Sumeet Sabharwal

Assam Government announces `25,000 aid
each to 350 families affected by blowout

Adhikari pulls large crowd in Trinamool Congress den

Forensic team arrives for crime scene reconstruction in connection with the
Raja Raghuvanshi murder case in Meghalaya PTI

TN RAGHUNATHA n Mumbai

Setting at rest intense spec-
ulation about the merger
of the two factions of the

Nationalist Congress Party
(NCP),  NCP (SP) chief Sharad
Pawar on Tuesday vehement-
ly rules out the possibility of
his party hands with the party
led by his nephew Ajit Pawar
whom he called an “oppor-
tunist”.

Addressing a rally at
Pimpri-Chinchwad near Pune,
Sr Pawar said: “We do not
want to join hands with oppor-
tunists who went with the
BJP for power. We will along
with us those who share the
thoughts of Gandhi, Nehru,
Phule, Shahu, Ambedkar”.

“However, if someone is
going with the BJP for the sake
of power, then you cannot say
that they practise the ideolo-
gy of the Congress. One may
align with anyone but joining

hands with the BJP is not in
sync with the Congress ideol-
ogy,” the NCP (SP) chief who
played a key role in the forma-
tion of the Congress-led
Opposition front INDIA bloc,
said.  Sr Pawar exhorted his
supporters not to bother about
those who left the party, but
concentrate on the forthcom-
ing local body elections. 

“I have seen these kinds of
developments on several occa-
sions in my career. Please
don’t worry or bother about
those who deserted the party,”
he said.

Responding to his uncle
and NCP (SP) chief ’s remarks,
deputy chief minister of Sr
Pawar’s nephew Ajit Pawar
said: “Everyone has the right
to present his or her view.” 

The remarks by Sr Pawar
and Ajit Pawar came a week
after the two factions of the
NCP held parallel 26th foun-
dation day celebrations, in

which the both leaders had not
spoken anything about the
possible merger.

Speaking at the foundation
day foundation day function,
Sr Pawar had said: “A split took
place in our party. We never
thought that such a thing
would happen in the party, but
it happened. Some people
went with other ideologies.  If
some people remained loyal to
the party, it is because of our
party’s ideology.”

On the other hand, Ajit
Pawar responded to his uncle’s
statement by saying: “Couple
of years ago, we had to make
a decision…we are not sadhu-
sant being in politics. We took
the decision ( to split) to
ensure that we address the
issues of people.”

It was Sr. Pawar’s cryptic
statement made in May this
year that led to the speculation
about the possible merger of
the two NCP factions. 

Assam Information and Public Relations Minister Pijush Hazarika distributed
assistive devices like wheelchairs, hearing aids and smart canes to several
beneficiaries at a programme organised by Department of Social Justice and
Empowerment Assam PIONEER PHOTO

Pushkaraj Sabharwal, father of Captain Sumeet Sabharwal, who was the
pilot of the Air India plane which crashed in Ahmedabad last week PTI

Sharad Pawar rules out

two NCP factions’ merger

CM Himanta inaugurating the newly built Lakhimpur Zila Parishad office. 
Dr Ranoj Pegu, Minister of Education and Tribal Affairs, Manab Deka MLA
of Lakhimpur were also present at the event PIONEER PHOTO

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Patna

Six more cities in Bihar will
get air connectivity, with
the state cabinet on

Tuesday giving its nod for the
signing of an agreement in this
regard with the Airports
Authority of India (AAI), offi-
cials said.

The new airports will be
developed in Madhubani,
Birpur in Supaul, Munger,
Valmiki Nagar in Bettiah,
Muzaffarpur and Saharsa under
the Centre’s regional connectiv-
ity scheme UDAN, they said.

The cabinet, headed by Chief
Minister Nitish Kumar, gave its
go-ahead for signing the
Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between
the state’s Directorate of
Aviation and the AAI for devel-
oping the airports, they added.

“A total of Rs 150 crore has
been allocated, with Rs 25 crore
for the development of each air-
port,” Additional Chief
Secretary S Siddharth told
reporters.

The decision was taken with
a few months left for the assem-
bly elections in the state.

The cabinet also gave its
nod to the issuance of the
Letter of Award (LoA) to
Kumar Infratrade Enterprises
Ltd for the construction of a
five-star hotel near Income Tax
Golumber in Patna, he said.

“The hotel will be developed
on the public-private partner-
ship (PPP) mode, and the land
will be given on a 90-year
lease. The bidding process for
the construction of two more
five-star hotels, near Bankipore
Bus Stand and near R
Golumber in Patna, is also
being finalised,” he added.

The cabinet also fixed the
Minimum Support Price (MSP)
for chana at Rs 5,650, mustard
at Rs 5,950 and masoor at Rs
6,700, Siddharth said.

It was also decided that the
contract of 1,717 retired army
personnel recruited in the
Special Auxiliary Police (SAP)
will be extended till 2025-26.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n
Gurugram

The first district coordina-
tion meeting of all
departments in

Gurugram was held under the
chairmanship of DS Dhesi,
Principal Advisor, Urban
Development, Government of
Haryana, on Tuesday.

In the meeting, various issues
and matters requiring interde-
partmental coordination and
action were discussed. The
meeting was attended by CEO
GMDA Shyamal Misra,

Divisional Commissioner R.C.
Bidhan, and Deputy
Commissioner Gurugram Ajay
Kumar.

The principal advisor took
stock of various projects being
undertaken in the city by the
local authorities to enhance
infrastructure development &
uplift the civic amenities for the
citizsens.

In the meeting, the National
Highway Authority of India
(NHAI) officials submitted that
the plan of shifting the reloca-
tion of Gurugram’s Kherki
Daula toll plazsa from Delhi-

Jaipur National Highway (NH-
48) to Panchgaon has been
approved, and the toll will be
shifted within three months’
time.

Meanwhile, works pertaining
to the enhancement of road
infrastructure were also dis-
cussed in the meeting, and
GMDA officers submitted that
95 kilometers of master roads
have been upgraded by the
authority this year, while the
MCG team said that 44 kilome-
ters of internal roads have been
repaired by the corporation.

Dhesi outlined that new

roadworks may be identified
and estimates may be prepared
timely in order to undertake
repair of the next set of roads
in the city.

Additionally, the flood pro-
tection measures being under-
taken by GMDA, MCG, and
MCM to ensure a safe mon-
soon in the city were also
briefly discussed in the meeting.

GMDA officers said that the
setting up of a flood control
center is in progress, which will
support on-the-ground require-
ments of labor, machinery, and
pump sets during periods of

heavy rainfall. Mock drills have
been carried out at all under-
passes in the city, and the nec-
essary remedial measures to be
taken have been communicat-
ed to the concerned depart-
ments.

Additionally, desilting of
drains is also being carried out
by all local authorities in their
respective areas. DS Dhesi fur-
ther directed all departments to
intensify their action plans in
order to curb issues of waterlog-
ging in the city during the mon-
soon season and ensure regu-
lar coordination between all

local authorities.
Moreover, to resolve water-

logging issues at Narshinghpur,
GMDA is constructing a
kachcha naala, which will be
connected to the Badhshahpur
drain to channelise the storm
water from the service road of
Narshinghpur during mon-
soon season. 

It was further directed to
NHAI officials that the clean-
ing of the 3 culverts across the
national highway and its con-
nection with the Badshahpur
drain must be completed on
priority.

District coordination meeting of all departments held in Gurugram

SAUGAR SENGUPTA n Kolkata

In what could be considered
a frightening scene for
Mamata Banerjee a BJP

delegation led by Opposition
Leader Suvendu Adhikari on
Tuesday managed to galvanise
a large crowd --- at Khiderpore
a veritable Trinamool Congress
den adjacent to the Muslim
dominated Kolkata Port area -
-- nearly twice as big as the one
that came to hear out the
Bengal Chief Minister for her

version of the devastating fire
at Khiderpore locality that
engulfed more than a thousand
shops.

On Monday afternoon
Banerjee came to inspect the
extent of devastation caused by
a mid-Sunday night fire at the
colonial Orphanganj market
and allegedly had to digest
some dissenting voices from
the crowd that claimed the fire
was a sabotage.

Adhikari received thunder-
ous applause from the over-

whelming crowd that assem-
bled in no time as he said that
the “fire was man made
because the interests of TMC
politicians are involved here.”  

He said “the TMC
Government had decided to
accommodate the rich who
would open shopping malls
here by setting ablaze the
dreams and livelihood of the
poor businessmen who have
been running their shops for
generations … and all this for
a meagre Rs 1 lakh,” when

many of the traders com-
plained that they had lost not
only lakhs but crores to the
blaze.    

The Chief Minister on
Monday visited the area and
said that “a place has already
been earmarked for your reha-
bilitation with proper fire fight-
ing system … besides we will
provide Rs 1 lakh to the affect-
ed shopkeepers,” leading to a
furor among the local traders
hitherto known for their
unflinching allegiance towards

the Chief Minister.
“We are by your side … the

BJP will fight your cause both
legally and otherwise and will
not let their conspiracy mate-
rialise at the cost of your inter-
est,” Adhikari on Tuesday said
followed by loud cheers from
the crowd that had gathered. 

Incidentally it has been the
same Khiderpore Garden
Reach area that had been vot-
ing for the Chief Minister and
her party for the past 15-16
years. 

PARVESH SHARMA n
Gurugram

Haryana Environment,
Forest, and Wildlife
Minister Rao Narbir

Singh has announced an
ambitious plan to transform
the Aravalli region into a 
hub of ecotourism through
the proposed Jungle Safari
Project and Aravalli Green

Wall Project. 
These initiatives aim to

promote sustainable tourism,
conserve biodiversity, and
generate employment for local
communities. 

Speaking to the media,
Minister Singh emphasised
the ecological and economic
significance of the initiative. 

“The central Government
has entrusted Haryana with

the responsibility of imple-
menting the Aravalli Green
Wall Project and Jungle Safari,
which will be a milestone
from an environmental per-
spective,” he said. 

The Aravalli mountain
range, considered the oldest in
India, spans across Haryana,
Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Delhi,
covering approximately 1.15
million hectares. 

Plan to transform Aravalli region
into hub of ecotourism announced

Bihar to get
six new
airports



The new Canadian Government has brought with it
a summer of hope. The Indo-Canadian troubles of
last year seem to be melting into the past. 

Though not out of the woods yet, both camps are mak-
ing the right noises. Carney’s G7 invitation to India’s PM
Narendra Modi has brought about mixed reactions
across Canada, with Poilievre accepting that India was a
necessary invitee and the Khalistani supporters’ melt-
down. 

This is the Canada’s CAR-NAMA moment for
Carney and Narendra Modi (Namo) which could
help turn the page on Indo-Canadian relation-
ships. Carnama in Hindi translates to miracle or
brave act. 

Mark Carney’s Liberal Government has been
eager to distance itself from Trudeau’s image and
policies, whilst silently working back channels
with global players, like India. 

Anita Anand and Dr S Jaishankar’s phone
diplomacy facilitated Modi’s acceptance for the
G-7 after other partners felt it imperative for India
to be present.

India and Canada have moved a step further,
with an intelligence-sharing understanding, to combat the
rising threat of international crime and extremism. This

came out of the left field and has truly set the cat amongst
the pigeons in Canada, in the wake of Justin Trudeau’s alle-
gations against India last year. Canada’s headache has been
the US tariffs against Canadian exports to the USA, mak-
ing all things Canadian, more expensive. This in turn has
driven prices up, affected jobs, and brought in higher infla-
tion in Canada.

It is rumoured that a back-channel trade deal between
India and Canada may not be far away, signalling
Canada’s return as an Indian frontline trading partner, not
merely as America’s 51st state, but as a proud nation rich

in heritage and the world’s largest natural
resources. 

India is an insatiable consumer of minerals,
fuels, pulses, fertilisers, steel, pearls & precious
stones, oil & gas, and nuclear fuel.

India’s earliest nuclear reactors were built
with Canada’s help in the early 1970s and this
could kickstart a new wave of mini-reactor
technology across India.

There are also products like lumber, organ-
ic chemicals, plastics and foreign students
across Canada. 

According to the COMTRADE database on
international trade, India’s imports from
Canada were US $6.26 Billion during 2024,
this was as against 7.5 billion in 2023 when

the Trudeau allegations hit trade. Given the jump from
US 2.7 billion in 2022 to US$ $7.5 billion in 2023, there

is ample scope to increase that number to US$10 billion
in the coming years by 2026/2027. 

As per an Agriculture Canada report, in 2022, India
imported Can $35.4 billion worth of processed food and
beverages, with Canada supplying only Can $20.9 million
(0.1 per cent) of that total. There is a case for Canada to
increase that by 10x within the next year or two. India’s
largest imports from the world were palm oil, soya bean
oil, and sunflower oil, and Canada’s share was negligible
or non-existent. 

Defence, Nuclear, automobile and housing are just a few
of the sectors for Indo-Canadian cooperation, with
India being one of the major QUAD players in the Pacific
security region. 

With the Nijjar case locked into the Canadian legal sys-
tem, the gaze now moves to India’s concerns about
Khalistani terror within Canada, and their transnation-
al terror and extortion plots in India. 

Car-Nama will have to learn to hyphenate their rela-
tionships with the USA, as both nations India and Canada,
learn to deal with the American tariffs and maintain their
happy positions of strength in the relationship. This is a
moment of reckoning for the Mark Carney Government
to seize the initiative and he will find Modi’s India a very
willing ally.
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The Modi Government’s recent
announcement of the Census date
as March 2027, before the imple-
mentation of a 33 per cent quota

for women in Parliament and State legis-
latures in 2029 polls, has been welcomed
by women. This is not just a step but a
monumental leap for women’s empower-
ment and gender justice — a cause that
women have long championed. 

The introduction of a women’s quota in
legislatures, preceded by a Census and
delimitation, is a significant milestone that
must come sooner than later. This process
is closely tied to the concepts of delimita-
tion and the Census. Delimitation will fol-
low the Census, followed by the implemen-
tation of the one-third quota for women. 

Why is this topic coming up now, con-
sidering that the 2029 elections are still
some time away? It seems that the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) aims to keep
this issue in the spotlight to attract women
voters in the interim. 

All political parties are making efforts to
court women voters in the upcoming
elections, whether for the Lok Sabha or
state assemblies. State assembly elections,
such as those in Bihar, are scheduled for
later this year, with more set to occur next
year. The Congress party and other
Opposition parties have been criticising the
Modi government for the delay in conduct-
ing the national Census.

Two key issues need to be addressed
before the Government can implement the
women’s quota: Census and delimitation.
Both are sensitive issues. Once the data
from the Census is available, Parliament
will need to pass a Delimitation Act to
establish a commission for overseeing the
redrawing of constituency boundaries.
Women’s empowerment is a long-stand-
ing effort to provide one-third reservation
for women. This goal has been on the
agenda of previous Governments.
However, the Modi Government success-
fully passed the law in 2023, with imple-
mentation scheduled for 2029.
Historically, despite facing Opposition
from parties such as the Samajwadi Party
and the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD), the
bill was passed in both houses of
Parliament in 2023.

Many male representatives expressed
concerns about possibly losing their seats
due to the redistribution, which favoured
women. Nevertheless, the Government
pushed the bill through, and members
adhered to the party whip. The nationwide
Census, scheduled for March 2027, will
include caste enumeration for the first time,
and the results will significantly influence

the delimitation process. Delimitation is
not just a technicality but a crucial process

as it  redraws the
boundaries of parlia-
mentary and assembly
constituencies, partic-
ularly when the popu-
lation has increased
more than five times
since Independence.
The anticipation and
uncertainty surround-
ing this process are
palpable. 

Most politicians are
closely monitoring
how these constituen-

cies will be redrawn. Delimitation can cre-
ate more constituencies based on the lat-
est Census data. Media reports say that it
could increase the number of Lok Sabha
seats from 543 to 888 and the number of
Rajya Sabha seats from 250 to 384, accord-
ing to a Government response to the
Supreme Court. This increase could lead
to a more representative and diverse
Parliament. Envisaging this, the new

Parliament building has adequate seating
capacity to accommodate the increased
number of members. While central states
such as Bihar, Madhya Pradesh, and
Rajasthan could gain approximately 31
seats, southern states like Tamil Nadu,
Andhra Pradesh, and Kerala might lose
around 26 seats.

Currently, the Lok Sabha’s representa-
tion is based on population figures from
the 1971 Census. The delimitation of
seats was frozen in 1976 and again in 2001
to promote family planning, and this
freeze will remain in effect until after the
first Census post-2026.

Southern states are concerned that
reliance solely on population figures may
not accurately reflect their representation,
as they have successfully controlled pop-
ulation growth. They worry about getting
fewer seats compared to northern states.
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister MK Stalin stat-
ed on X, “The Indian Constitution man-
dates delimitation after the first Census
post-2026. The BJP’s delay of the Census
to 2027 reveals their intention to reduce
Tamil Nadu’s parliamentary representation.

We need clear answers from the Union
Government.” Home Minister Amit Shah
has assured that southern states will not
lose any seats on a pro-rata basis. These
changes could not only alter the numbers
but also shake the existing power base.
Political dynasties, particularly in some
northern states, which are deeply rooted,
could lose their traditional seats of power.
Political parties may need to reassess their
strategies.

The women’s quota may quietly usher in
one of the most significant political realign-
ments in decades — challenging not only
regional balance but also entrenched
power hierarchies. Ultimately, the women’s
quota could become a game changer if it
parallels the earlier initiative that empow-
ered women’s sarpanches through a bill in
1992. That effort was so successful that
today, there are 1.45 million women
sarpanches. The success of the present ini-
tiative largely depends on women’s commit-
ment to entering politics.

A Quiet Revolution in Indian Politics
The Modi Government’s announcement of the 2027 Census date has set the stage for a transformative political shift:

The implementation of the long-awaited 33 per cent reservation for women in 2029 elections

SANJAY 
LAZAR
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Canada’s Car-nama: Modi invite marks strategic shift

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to Canada for the G7 Summit has
captured global attention — not merely for its diplomatic weight but
for its potential to recalibrate several key international relationships.

This visit, his first to Canada since 2015, marks a crucial inflection point in
India’s foreign policy, Canada’s outreach under a new leadership, and
possibly, even in the broader Indo-Pacific dynamics that include China. This
visit assumes heightened significance as it comes on the heels of a major
diplomatic fallout between India and Canada.

In 2023, ties hit rock bottom following the killing of Khalistani
separatist Hardeep Singh Nijjar in British Columbia, with then Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau suggesting Indian involvement — a claim India flatly
denied. The recent change in Canadian leadership, with Mark Carney
taking office after Trudeau’s exit, seems to signal a new willingness to
repair and rebuild the ties. Carney’s invitation to PM Modi to attend the G7
Summit in Alberta was more than just protocol — it was an overture of trust,
diplomacy, and re-engagement. Modi’s acceptance of the invitation, and
his public emphasis on “mutual respect and shared interests,” underscores
India’s readiness to reset the relationship. On the sidelines of the two-day
summit PM Modi is expected to hold bilateral meetings not only with PM
Carney but also with several other world leaders. With India and Canada
both being vibrant democracies with strong people-to-people ties —
bolstered by a diaspora of over 1.6 million Indo-Canadians — the scope for
strategic cooperation in areas like education, technology, climate change,
and trade remains vast. In 2024, bilateral trade in goods stood at $8.6
billion, nearly evenly split between exports and imports. Services trade was
even more significant, at $14.3 billion. Modi’s visit could serve to unlock
stalled trade discussions, revitalise strategic partnerships, and perhaps
even set the stage for a long-pending Free Trade Agreement. Although India
is not a formal member of the G7, Modi has been a regular invitee since
2019 — a testament to India’s rising geopolitical and economic influence.
This year’s G7 deliberations are especially charged, focusing on intensifying
global crises: the ongoing Russia-Ukraine war, fresh conflict in West Asia
following Iran-Israel strikes, and economic instability triggered by
geopolitical realignments and trade tensions. India’s position as a neutral
but influential voice on many of these issues — particularly the Ukraine
conflict — places it in a unique spot. Modi’s presence offers the West a
crucial bridge to the Global South, while allowing India to assert its values
of multilateralism and peaceful diplomacy. 

This visit may offer an indirect way to resolve tensions with China as well.
With rising anti-China sentiment in several G7 countries and a growing
Indo-Pacific strategy that seeks alternatives to Chinese hegemony, India’s
role becomes pivotal. A recalibrated India-Canada axis, especially under a
more globally nuanced leader like Carney, could act as a soft diplomatic
channel for India to manage its competitive yet critical relationship with
Beijing. Modi’s 23-hour tour may well be the catalyst for a series of long-
overdue resets, not just with Canada, but with the world.

Prime Minister Modi’s Canada visit could mark a new
chapter in India’s diplomatic engagement with the West

A turning point for

India-Canada ties

Do not damage communal harmony
The statement made by Hemant Biswa Sarma is false and
entirely fabricated. Muslims hold deep respect for Hindu
temples, as instructed in the Holy Quran. Why would they
desecrate a temple by throwing beef near it? This allega-
tion is baseless and only reflects Sarma’s longstanding anti-
Muslim stance. 

He has already ordered the demolition of 600 madrasas
in Assam. Being a Brahmin by caste, it seems he is seek-
ing undue political credit from the BJP by promoting vio-
lence and targeting Muslims through police actions,
including reported firing orders. This is not governance
— it is political overaction designed to boost his image
as an anti-Muslim hardliner. Meanwhile, he turns a blind
eye to more pressing tragedies, such as the plane crash
in Ahmedabad; the helicopter crash that claimed 13 lives,
and the drowning of five youths in Basar, Godavari. 

I personally served as a Veterinary Assistant Surgeon
in Basar, bathed in the sacred Godavari River, and wit-
nessed the harmony of the region. I also spent three
months in Assam and saw firsthand the cordial relations
between Hindus and Muslims, who make up 42 per cent
of the population. Under Congress rule, a Muslim even
rose to become the President of India. Sarma himself was
once a part of Congress. When the BJP falls, he won’t hes-
itate to return to Congress.

ABDUL HAMEED MAQDOOMI|HYDERABAD

India’s maternal mortality rate improves
In India, the maternal mortality ratio (MMR), which
signifies the number of maternal deaths per one lakh
live births, has improved to 88 in 2020-22 from 93 in
2019-21.

However, six states saw an increase in maternal mor-
tality ratio: Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Uttarakhand, Gujarat,
Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh. The Office of Registrar
General, working under the Ministry of Home Affairs,
released the data this month. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) defines
maternal death as the death of a woman while pregnant
or within 42 days of termination of her pregnancy, irre-
spective of the duration and site of pregnancy. The
maternal mortality ratio in India has consistently been
declining over the past few years. It stood at 130 deaths
per one lakh live births in 2014-16, whereas it stood at
88 in Unlike maternal mortality ratio, the maternal mor-
tality rate is the maternal deaths in women aged 15-49
years (reproductive age) per lakh of women in that age
group. The maternal mortality ratio is declining in India
overall, but a few. 

One factor that can increase the complications among
pregnant women is anaemia. The National Family
Health Survey-5 results showed that 52.2 per cent of
pregnant women aged 15-49 years have anaemia.

BHAGWAN THADANI | MUMBAI

The first martyr of freedom: Rani Laxmi Bai
Remembering Rani Lakshmibai on her death anniversary
is not a mere ritual; it is a moment of introspection. Are
we truly the heirs of the freedom for which she gave her
life? Her life teaches us that independence is not a gift
but a right earned through sacrifice, struggle, and per-
severance. She exemplified the power of Indian woman-
hood, a force that, when awakened, can reduce empires
to ashes. Her sword’s gleam still shines through the pages
of history, her voice still calls to every soul that lives for
pride. Rani Lakshmibai may have left this world, but she
became immortal. Her saga is not just Jhansi’s story; it
is the saga of India’s very consciousness. 

Whenever Mother India calls, whenever pride faces
peril, the name of Rani Lakshmi will resound like a bat-
tle cry. She was not just a queen; she was the soul of India
— and she will remain so forever. Rani Lakshmibai’s life
is not merely a story of battles; it is a living lesson in lead-
ership, resilience, and strategy.  A young queen who blend-
ed political diplomacy, administrative skill, and military
organisation with fearless decisions, she was not just a bat-
tlefield heroine but a pioneer of national awakening.  Her
indomitable spirit, therefore, transcends history, offering
a timeless blueprint for courage and self-determination.
It is a profound legacy that continues to inspire genera-
tions to uphold justice and national pride.

RITESH KUMAR JAIN | BARWANI
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Tourists bathe at Kempty Falls in Mussoorie to beat the
scorching heat. PTI

PIC TALK

This refers to the news 'Kommineni
out' (17-6-25). It is said dictatorship
begins with control over media and

suppression of freedom of expression. This
has been witnessed during the Emergency
period in India. Newspapers used to have
some blank space indicating that the news
meant for the space had been censored by
the Government. 

Voice of dissent was dealt with too
harshly. The present scenes resemble the
same. Hundreds of dissenters and
journalists are lodged in prison for a long
time, even without framing charges. The
very role of the media is to present the
facts and expose the mistakes and
misdeeds of the Government. Most in the
monopolised media are seen singing in
praise of the rulers in a subjugated tone.
Articles glorifying the economy reaching
fourth place and GDP growth are
repeatedly appearing. 

But very rarely do articles or editorials
appear highlighting the growing disparity,
growing unemployment, social issues,

efforts to prop up communal divide to
cover up the failures, etc. Even courts
convey their displeasure over such turns of
events that suppress the freedom of
expression but fail to sensitise the
Government.

The latest one is the arrest of journalist
Mr Kommineni, a well-known name in
Andhra Pradesh; his release was ordered
by the Court. But history is very clear with
its message that such suppression cannot
last for a long time and when the people
understand the facts, they react
accordingly to restore democracy and
normalcy in a democratic manner.

This is also witnessed in India.
Promoters of the Emergency were
defeated and the massive movement for
democracy won. Suppression of dissent is
an expression of fear of getting exposed
for deliberate misdeeds. Positive
corrections will go a long way in
strengthening democracy.

AG RAJMOHAN |ANANTAPUR

FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION IS
THE ESSENCE OF DEMOCRACY

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



The leaders of the G7, comprising the
world’s wealthiest democracies, convened
in Kananaskis, Alberta, Canada, from
June 15 to 17. The meeting served as a 

significant demonstration of the G7’s resolve to
maintain unity during challenging circumstances.

The most recent G7 meeting took place in
Canada in 2018, during which President Donald
Trump, in the early stages of his presidency,
departed from the summit in a state of anger. 
He declined to endorse the concluding joint state-
ment, issued threats regarding tariffs against his 
fellow leaders, and characterised the Prime Minister 
of Canada, Justin Trudeau, as “very dishonest 
and weak.”

However, on this occasion, Trump departs from
the G7 summit prematurely to address the 
Israel-Iran conflict. It is now widely recognised that
Trump’s second presidency is significantly more
controversial than the first. The fractures within
what can scarcely be referred to as the “Western
family” have now been thoroughly exposed. In the
interim, European initiatives have predominantly
concentrated on preventing a severe rupture with
the United States rather than attempting to mask
the unease stemming from division. Given this 
new reality, a successful summit is characterised by
the absence of melodrama or significant confronta-
tion. Mitigating the damage has emerged as a 
goal in its own right.

While Mark Carney has found himself in the
unusual position of hosting a US president who has
repeatedly claimed that his country, Canada,
should be the 51st US state, he has had to explain
to him that his country is not for sale. For this year’s
summit amid a perilous escalation in the Middle
East and Mr. Trump’s reshaping of global alliances.

Also, as soon as Indian PM Narinder Modi lands
at Calgary airport, some Sikhs and MPs oppose his
G7 attendance, citing India’s human rights record.
Despite this, the new information-shar-
ing pact is a major step toward normal-
ising relations and addressing internal
security challenges in both nations.

While the advocacy group Sikhs for
Justice held a day of protests Monday,
Modi landed at the Calgary airport in
the evening and then made his way to
the summit in the nearby wilderness
retreat of Kananaskis. Then on Tuesday,
condemning Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi as he visits the G7 
leaders’ summit.

The protest in downtown Calgary
included posters of the leader hand-
cuffed in a prison jumpsuit and anoth-
er depicting him behind bars. The rela-
tionship between the two nations has worsened
since Canada accused Indian Government agents

of assassinating Hardeep Singh Nijjar, a 45-year-old
naturalised Canadian citizen and prominent advo-
cate for a separate Sikh homeland in India. New
Delhi calls the claims “absurd” and “preposterous.”
Punjab is uneasy about India-Canada tensions over
the Sikh slaughter. The controversy damaged
India-Canada ties, prompting diplomatic expulsions
in 2023 and 2024.

Canadian Prime Minister Mark Carney is open-
minded and forward-thinking. He warmly invited

Modi to attend the summit, despite
India’s economic, commercial, market,
and strategic importance. In this digital
technology era, the G7+5, an informal
alliance of major developing economies,
has invited India, Mexico, Brazil, and
South Africa as guests in previous years.
India, Brazil, South Africa, Russia, and
China founded the BRICS alliance of
developing countries, which some see as
a mirror of the G7’s geopolitical and 
economic competition.

The G7 and invited parties reached a
wide consensus on these invitations. The
data shows India’s 50-year exit from the
G7, while the invitations emphasise the
guests’ economic might outside. With less

than 1 per cent of the world’s GDP, Russia first vis-
ited the G7 in 1992. Meanwhile, the five original

BRICS nations had less than 9 per cent of world
GDP. The G7 accounted for 63 per cent of global
GDP. The G7 currently accounts for 44 per cent of
global GDP, whereas the original BRICS have
quadrupled to 25 per cent. Since becoming the 47th
President of the United States for the second time
on January 21, 2025, Trump’s aggressive, capitalist,
and expansionist policies have caused turmoil in the
US and across the globe. Trump’s terror tariffs and
immigration crackdowns have sparked violent
demonstrations in several US states for the second
time. On April 5, 2025, 1400 sites in 50 US states
conducted the first anti-regime protests. 

Now violent demonstrations against immigration
deportation continue. Canada joined in 1976. 
The G-8 group included Russia, but it ejected it 
in 2014 for annexing Crimea. These gatherings often
include other major nations. France hosted 
this organisation’s 2019 conference and welcomed
India for the first time. Invitations have continued
since.  

The world’s fourth biggest economy is India. India
has a greater economy than France, Italy, Canada,
and Japan. Canada needs new trustworthy partners
to address global peace, law, and order issues. After
Justin Trudeau’s Liberal Party beat Stephen Harper’s
Conservatives in 2015, Canada was in high demand
worldwide. Now things have changed. At the sum-
mit today (Tuesday), Prime Minister Modi will

address energy security, technology, and innovation,
particularly the AI-Energy Alliance and quantum
challenges, with G7 leaders, invited outreach
nations, and international organisation leaders.

Canada spent $300 million and $600 million host-
ing the G-7 meetings in Huntsville, Ontario, in 2010
and Charlevoix, Quebec, in 2018. This meeting
should deliver important outcomes. 

The Indian Prime Minister may have a chance
to address national interests, diplomatic, trade, eco-
nomic, and military problems with G-7 and other
leaders, as well as Pakistan’s role in worldwide ter-
rorism. 

While Indian political observers say Modi’s visit
may allow Canada and India to rebalance ties. As
Canada’s prime minister since March, Carney has
raised hopes of a thaw. According to former Indian
envoy to the US Meera Shankar, Modi’s trip will
“hopefully mark the beginning of a reset in India’s
relations with Canada, which have plummeted over
the Canadian allegations regarding the Nijjar case
and India’s belief that Canada indulges Sikh
extremism directed against India.”

She said both sides gain “if the relationship is sta-
bilised, particularly in a volatile world. With bilat-
eral trade hitting $9 billion in 2023 and Canadian
pension funds investing $55 billion in India, India
and Canada have strong commercial and interper-
sonal ties. About 5 per cent of Canada’s population
is Indian, with roughly 2 million living there. The
US and North America are the top choices for
Indian students pursuing higher education.
Outstanding issues and relationship
implications
New Delhi and Ottawa are trying to repair their ties,
but Nijjar’s murder remains unsolved. The group
supports “Khalistan,” a fringe separatist movement
seeking an independent Sikh state from India. New
Delhi wants stricter steps against India’s banned
Khalistan movement. 
On the other hand, Senator Baltej Singh Dhillon,
a former member of the Mounted Police, wrote in
a public essay on Sunday that “inviting Prime
Minister Modi currently represents a troubling
departure from our principles.” He also stated that
“prioritising short-term strategic calculations over
long-term democratic values” “sends the message
that trade and geopolitical interests matter more
than sovereignty, justice, and public trust” and that
“there are no real consequences for foreign inter-
ference in our democracy.” In the end, the meet-
ing will test Canada’s global leadership and Carney’s
diplomacy. Canada has a unique opportunity to
establish a host. If this summit goes well, Canada
might become a more vital Western partner amid
high tensions and risks. Canada may lose credibil-
ity for years if it doesn’t.

The long-drawn bitterness in New Delhi-
Ottawa bilateral ties is beginning to show
signs of a rapprochement with PM

Narendra Modi expected to meet his new
Canadian counterpart Mark Carney on the mar-
gins of the upcoming G-7 Summit in pic-
turesque Kananaskis in the Canadian province of
Alberta from June 15 to 17. 

Both sides will need to ensure that a major irri-
tant in the bilateral relationship — Khalistani
extremism in Canada — is not allowed to derail
efforts to normalise ties. 

That India’s perennial bugbear Justin Trudeau
is no longer the Canadian PM has contributed
in no small measure to the initiation of efforts
to end the chill in bilateral relations. 

Modi swiftly accepted an invite from Carney
to participate in the gathering of the world’s
advanced economies — US, Canada, UK, France,
Italy, Germany and Japan — even though it came
just a few days ahead of the meet. As “vibrant
democracies”, the two countries will “work
together with renewed vigour guided by
mutual respect and shared interests”,
Modi affirmed.

It was Trudeau’s policy of appease-
ment of the Khalistani elements based
on Canadian soil that saw bilateral
relations nose-dive since he became
PM in 2015. 

The ties deteriorated even further
in 2023-24 after the Trudeau
Government’s accusations that the
Indian Government was behind the
killing of Khalistani separatist
Kuldeep Singh Nijjar in Canada in
June 2023.

Both sides are hoping to turn a new
chapter under the new Canadian PM.
It’s perhaps the reason why Carney invited
Modi even though he’s facing domestic criticism,
including within his party, in the backdrop of
charges by Canadian security that Indian agents
were behind Nijjar’s killing. 

Carney, on his part, said India is the world’s
most populous nation and with the fifth largest
economy, besides being  “central” to several 
supply chains.

For the economist turned politician who
never held any political office till he became the
PM, the outreach to India is driven by pragma-
tism and realpolitik. 

Having succeeded Trudeau as the Liberal
Party leader and PM, Carney not only has to deal
with the challenges of a world in geopolitical and
economic flux but also the harsh reality of his
country no longer being treated as a valuable ally
by its all-powerful neighbour, the US. 

Instead, Donald Trump in his second term as
US President has unleashed a trade war on
Canada. Furthermore, in what is even more

galling for Ottawa, Trump has questioned
Canada’s sovereignty by threatening to annex it. 

As Carney negotiates a new path and shapes
an economy wherein the US is no longer its
largest trading partner, it has become imperative
for his Government to look for new trading part-
ners. 

It’s in this backdrop that Carney is seeking to
bury the hatchet with the two Asian giants, India
and China — countries with whom Ottawa’s ties
have been extremely fraught in recent years. 

Carney has also reached out to Beijing with a
recent phone call to Chinese premier Li Qiang,
where they agreed to “reset” ties. Beijing, of
course, has been engaged in its trade war with
Washington, though the two sides have reached
a delicate truce for now. 

India, facing its share of troubles with Trump’s
trade war, too is looking to closer economic ties
with other partners. The normalisation of ties
with Canada could, therefore, see the two sides
revive discussions for a trade pact, talks on which

were halted by Canada in September 2023
as tensions mounted after the Najjar

killing. 
It’s noteworthy that trade ties have

remained quite stable despite the tur-
bulence in bilateral relations. In 2023,
bilateral trade in goods between the
two countries was 12.65 billion
Canadian dollars, while in services it
was 13.49 billion Canadian dollars. 

Canada also sees India as a key part-
ner in its efforts to enhance econom-
ic links with the Indo-Pacific in its
strategy for the region. 

The two also have shared interests
in cooperating on security matters in
the Indo-Pacific amid China’s expan-

sionist muscle-flexing. Security will be one of the
important items on the G-7’s agenda as well as
energy. For India, Canada can be an important
ally in its campaign against Pakistan on the issue
of cross-border terrorism.

However, as India and Canada prepare to bury
the hatchet, it will require some deft diplomatic
manoeuvring from both to ensure the Najjar
killing as well as the broader issue of activities
by Khalistan separatist elements is not allowed
to bedevil ties. 

Ottawa would do well to remember that it was
these secessionist elements who were behind the
deadly bombing of AI-182 ‘Kanishka’ in 1982 that
exploded over the Atlantic Ocean, killing 329 pas-
sengers. As former US Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton once warned Pakistan — you cannot keep
snakes in your backyard and expect them only
to bite your neighbours. 

When Ismail Serageldin, then Vice
President of the World Bank, warned
in 1995 that “the wars of the next 

century will be fought over water,” few took him
seriously. Today, that foresight reverberates
across the fault lines of Asia’s geopolitical map. 

As glaciers shrink, river flows diminish, and
populations swell, water is no longer a shared life
source — it has become a potent geopolitical lever. 
Former UN Secretary — General Boutros
Boutros — Ghali too had warned that water,
especially in arid, densely populated regions,
could spark future conflicts.

This warning is materialising in South Asia,
where India, Pakistan, and China — three
nuclear powers — are tangled in an uneasy
hydrological balance. What was once theoret-
ical is now dangerously real. 

China’s infrastructural build-up along the
Brahmaputra, India’s tougher stance on the
Indus Waters Treaty (IWT) — especially after
the Pahalgam carnage — and Pakistan’s wors-
ening drought fears are all interwoven in
a complex new theatre of hydro-politics.
As diplomacy erodes and climate
extremes escalate, Asia’s river sys-
tems may well become tomorrow’s bat-
tlegrounds.
The Pahalgam Massacre 
The gruesome terror attack in
Baisaran meadows near Pahalgam
on April 22, 2025 — where 26 Indian
tourists and one Nepali national were
gunned down by Islamist extremists
— has deeply unsettled India and
shaken the very foundations of South
Asia’s oldest water-sharing pact: the
Indus Waters Treaty of 1960. 
India’s subsequent decision to suspend its
operational commitments under the IWT
marks a sharp departure from its long-held
water diplomacy ethos — where rivers once
symbolised cooperation, they now represent
coercion.

Though framed as a temporary measure,
India’s move is already yielding disruptive
consequences across Pakistan’s farming belt,
dependent as it is on the Indus system. 

By halting hydrological data sharing and
beginning regulatory moves to prioritise its
water rights, India has pushed Pakistan toward
an impending agricultural disaster and a
humanitarian dilemma.
Pakistan’s Fields Are Run Dry
India’s withdrawal from routine data sharing and
its upstream recalibrations have left Pakistan’s
breadbasket provinces — Punjab and Sindh —
grappling with acute water stress just as their
Kharif sowing period begins.

Agrarian Distress
According to Pakistan’s Ministry of National Food
Security, the Kharif cycle (April-July) contributes
roughly 65 per cent of total crop yield annually,
and over 85 per cent of it is irrigation — depen-
dent via Indus canals. In Punjab, which supplies
over 70 per cent of Pakistan’s wheat and half of
its sugarcane, planting of water-intensive crops
like rice and cotton is already lagging by nearly
a month. In Sindh, where cotton, sugarcane, and
paddy dominate, the Indus River System
Authority (IRSA) estimates a 30 per cent drop
in canal water flow. Remote sensing and NDVI
(Normalised Difference Vegetation Index)
analysis from early May show a 14 per cent drop
in vegetation density versus last year’s average.

Farmers from regions such as Okara, Multan,
Bahawalpur, Jacobabad, and Larkana are hold-
ing street protests, citing failing crops, shrivel-
ling seedlings, and vanishing groundwater
tables as tube wells run dry without river seep-
age.

India’s Tactics
New Delhi hasn’t completely choked
the river flows — an act that would
violate the IWT and risk global con-
demnation. Instead, it is exercising
its treaty — sanctioned rights with
strategic precision.
Long-term Blueprint
The Ministry of Jal Shakti and the

Central Water Commission are
pursuing a multi-pronged plan:
construction of  seven mini
hydropower projects (adding up to
1,800 MW) on the Chenab and

Jhelum; expansion of irrigation in Jammu &
Kashmir and Punjab; real-time satellite surveil-
lance to ensure no surplus flow enters Pakistan
during low-flow months. A senior official con-
fided, “Water is now a pillar of our national
security calculus.”

Steps already taken | India has stopped shar-
ing real-time river data and flood alerts — a
move that has left Pakistan’s National Disaster
Management Authority (NDMA) operating in
the dark during monsoon months. 

Historically, India’s telemetry inputs were
responsible for nearly 90 per cent of Pakistan’s
flood warnings. 
Reservoir action 
The pace of filling reservoirs like Tulbul
(Jhelum), Baglihar, and Ratle (Chenab) has been
accelerated, causing delays of 15-20 days in
downstream flow.

Diverting flow | Projects like Shahpur-Kandi
on the Ravi and the Ujh multipurpose project
have seen renewed momentum. These aim to

store water previously flowing into Pakistan,
allowing India to finally utilise its entitled 3.6
million acre-feet (MAF) that often went
untapped.
A New Water Doctrine Emerges
India’s recalibration signals a break from its ear-
lier posture of moral restraint. The new policy
is predicated on conditional reciprocity: that
continued cross-border terrorism will be met
with escalating economic and ecological costs.

This is not without precedent. After the 2016
Uri attack, India considered revisiting the
treaty. Following the 2019 Pulwama bombing,
it initiated a water diversion on the Ravi. But
the post-Pahalgam suspension of the IWT rep-
resents the most decisive stance yet — clearly
articulating that terrorism and treaty sanctity
cannot run on parallel tracks.
Collaboration to Confrontation
The Indus Waters Treaty, brokered in 1960 with
World Bank mediation, allocated 80 per cent of
the total river waters (Indus, Chenab, Jhelum)
to Pakistan and the remaining 20 per cent (Ravi,
Beas, Sutlej) to India. 

India retained restricted, non-consumptive
rights over the Western Rivers, mainly for
hydropower, irrigation, and navigation.
Traditionally, New Delhi chose under-utilisation
to avoid regional escalation.

But patience has worn thin. Years of terror
attacks traced to Pakistan-based outfits have
forced a rethink. 

The freeze in water cooperation — especial-
ly real-time data sharing and advance flood
warnings — is not just administrative friction;
it marks a structural shift. India’s approach has
turned kinetic: the battle is no longer verbal, but
hydraulic.
Water Wars on the Horizon?
Through a calculated manipulation of the
Indus flow, India has touched Pakistan’s most
vulnerable nerve — its water-reliant agrarian
economy, already fragile under political and eco-
nomic stress. This pressure tactic highlights not
only Pakistan’s food and water insecurity but
also the unsustainable costs of sponsoring
cross-border terrorism.

If Islamabad does not reassess its approach
to Kashmir and terrorism, its dream of unin-
terrupted Indus waters could be headed toward
a terminal drought. 

What began as a diplomatic freeze may evolve
into a full-spectrum hydro-strategic doctrine.
India has drawn a clear line: terrorism and treaty
privileges cannot coexist in perpetuity.

Hydro-Politics in Boil: India Wields Water 
as Weapon After Pahalgam Massacre
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Prime Minister Mark Carney’s invitation to Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi — despite ongoing tensions over 
Khalistani extremism and human rights concerns — signals a bid to recalibrate relations

(The writer is a senior journalist and a regular columnist with
The Pioneer, based in Canada.)

(The writer is a strategic affairs columnist and 
senior political analyst. Views expressed are personal)

(The writer is a senior journalist. 
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G7 Summit in Canada: Diplomacy Tested, Alliances Strained
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Modi and Carney poised 
to bury the bilateral hatchet

WHILE MARK CARNEY HAS FOUND
HIMSELF IN THE UNUSUAL

POSITION OF HOSTING A US
PRESIDENT WHO HAS REPEATEDLY

CLAIMED THAT HIS COUNTRY,
CANADA, SHOULD BE THE 51ST US
STATE, HE HAS HAD TO EXPLAIN TO

HIM THAT HIS COUNTRY IS NOT
FOR SALE. FOR THIS YEAR’S
SUMMIT AMID A PERILOUS

ESCALATION IN THE MIDDLE EAST
AND MR. TRUMP’S RESHAPING OF

GLOBAL ALLIANCES

From Ground Zero Alberta (Canada)
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President Donald Trump
in about eight hours
Monday went from sug-

gesting a nuclear deal with
Iran remained achievable to
urging Tehran’s 9.5 million res-
idents to flee for their lives as
he cut short his visit to an inter-
national summit to return to
Washington for urgent talks
with his national security team.

He was expected to arrive at
the White House early Tuesday
at a moment of choosing in his
presidency. Israel, with five
days of missile strikes, has
done considerable damage to
Iran and believes it can now
deal a permanent blow to
Tehran’s nuclear programme -
particularly if it gets a little
more help from Trump.

But deepening American
involvement, perhaps by pro-
viding the Israelis with bunker-
busting bombs to penetrate
Iranian nuclear sites built deep
underground or offering other
direct U.S. Military support,
comes with enormous political
risk for Trump. 

Iran cannot have a nuclear
weapon, it’s very simple, Trump
told reporters on Air Force One
during his overnight flight
back to Washington. 

He accused Iranian leaders
of being unwilling to reach an
agreement over their nuclear
programme, and suggested he
was now less interested in talk-
ing with them. 

They should have done the
deal. I told them, do the deal,
Trump said. So I don’t know.
I’m not too much in the mood
to negotiate.

The Republican president,
who said he plans to meet with
advisers in the Situation Room,
appears to be gradually build-
ing the public case for a more
direct American role in the
conflict. His shift in tone comes
as the US Has repositioned
warships and military aircraft
in the region to respond if the
conflict between Israel and
Iran further escalates.

Trump made an early depar-
ture from G7

The White House
announced Monday, while
Trump was at the Group of
Seven summit in the Canadian

Rockies, that the president
would be cutting his trip short. 

Simply stated, IRAN CAN
NOT HAVE A NUCLEAR
WEAPON, he wrote on social
media. I said it over and over
again! Everyone should imme-
diately evacuate Tehran!

Asked about his evacuation
comments aboard Air Force
One, Trump told reporters that
I just want people to be safe.

He also insisted French
President Emmanuel Macron
was wrong to say the US Was
working on a ceasefire. 

We’re looking at better than
a ceasefire. We’re not looking
for a ceasefire, Trump said,
adding that Macron is a nice
guy but he doesn’t get it right
too often.

Trump said he wasn’t ruling
out a diplomatic option, and he
could send Vice President JD
Vance and special envoy Steve
Witkoff to meet with the
Iranians. It depends on what
happens when I get back, he
said.

He also dismissed congres-
sional testimony from National

Intelligence Director Tulsi
Gabbard, who told lawmakers
in March that U.S. Spy agencies
did not believe Iran was build-
ing a nuclear weapon. 

I don’t care what she said,
Trump said. I think they were
very close to having it.

Speculation grows that
Trump may be tilting toward
more direct involvement

The Israelis say their offen-
sive has eviscerated Iran’s air
defences and they can now
strike targets across the coun-
try at will. Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
says the Israeli bombardment
will continue until Iran’s
nuclear programme and ballis-
tic missiles are destroyed.

So far, Israel has targeted
multiple Iranian nuclear pro-
gramme sites but has not been
able to destroy Iran’s Fordo ura-
nium enrichment facility. 

The site is buried deep
underground - and to eliminate
it, Israel may need the 30,000-
pound GBU-57 Massive
Ordnance Penetrator, which
uses its weight and sheer kinet-
ic force to reach deeply buried
targets and then explode. But

Israel does not have the muni-
tion or the bomber needed to
deliver it - the penetrator is cur-
rently delivered by the B-2
stealth bomber. 

Israel’s own defenses remain
largely intact in the face of Iran’s
retaliatory strikes, but some of
Tehran’s missiles are getting
through and having deadly
impact.

The White House, soon after
announcing Trump was return-
ing to Washington, dispatched
Defense Secretary Pete Hegseth
for a prime-time Fox News
appearance as speculation
grows about whether Trump
could be tilting toward more
direct U.S. Involvement.

Hegseth told Fox News’ Jesse
Watters that of course Trump
wanted to see a deal made to
curb Iran’s nuclear programme.

His position has not
changed, Hegseth said. What
you’re watching in real time is
peace through strength and
America first. Our job is to be
strong. We are postured defen-
sively in the region to be strong
in pursuit of a peace deal. And
we certainly hope that’s what
happens here. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
London

Mehul Choksi, the
b u s i n e s s m a n
wanted in India
to face charges in

the Punjab National Bank
(PNB) fraud case, is suing the
Indian government and five
individuals in the High Court
in London as conspirators for
his alleged kidnap, torture
and attempted rendition.

The Indian authorities have
denied the allegations and
objected to the UK jurisdic-
tion on the basis of state
immunity and also sought
permission for expert evi-
dence on Indian law and the
Indian Constitution to be
taken into account. 

During a case management
hearing listed before Justice
Freedman on Monday, the
court was told that Choksi
claims to have been tortured
back in May 2021 as part of
a kidnap attempt orchestrat-

ed by the government of
India.

For the avoidance of doubt,
nothing in these submissions
is intended to waive or should
be interpreted as waiving
India’s state immunity, the
court was told this week by
the Indian side. 

Choksi was accused of
making extremely serious

allegations against India,
alleging it masterminded an
international plot to kidnap
and harm him.

It is India’s position that the
present claim is being pur-
sued principally with the
(misguided) intention of
attempting to cause embar-
rassment to India and obtain
leverage in the Claimant’s

international attempts to
avoid extradition, barrister
Harish Salve argued on behalf
of the Indian authorities. 

Choksi’s lawyers, led by
barrister Edward Fitzgerald,
allege that there was a collu-
sion between five individuals
in the attack on him in
Antigua to be forcibly taken
to Dominica in the Caribbean
with the purpose of being
rendered to India.

The Defendants thereby
entered into an unlawful
means conspiracy whereby
the Defendants agreed to,
and then did, inflict unlawful
and injurious acts on the
Claimant by means of assault,
battery, false imprisonment,
unlawful detention and/or
unlawful restriction of liber-
ty, Choksi’s legal claim reads.

The businessman, mean-
while, remains in custody in
Belgium, fighting against his
extradition to India. 

He is wanted in India along
with his nephew, Nirav Modi,

who remains behind bars in
London af ter  repeated
attempts at bail have been
denied by the English courts.

There are three sets of 
criminal proceedings against
Nirav in India — the Central
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
case of fraud on PNB, the
Enforcement Directorate
(ED) case relating to the
alleged laundering of the pro-
ceeds of that fraud and a third
set of criminal proceedings
involving alleged interfer-
ence with evidence and wit-
nesses in the CBI proceed-
ings. 

In April 2021, then UK
home secretary Priti Patel
had ordered his extradition to
face these charges in the
Indian courts after a prima
facie case was established
against him. But recent court
hearings in London have
alluded to a confidential
impediment to his extradi-
tion, believed to be an asylum
application.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Washington

US President Donald
Trump posted an
ominous message on

his social media site Monday
calling for the immediate
evacuation of Tehran but later
denied reports he had rushed
back to Washington to work
on a ceasefire.

Israel’s air campaign on the
Iranian capital appeared to
broaden on the fourth day of
an intensifying conflict after it
issued warnings on Monday
for about 300,000 people in
Tehran to evacuate ahead of
airstrikes.

People were seen leaving
the city Tuesday morning as
shops and the historic Grand
Bazaar were closed. Iranian
authorities insist everything is
under control and no guid-
ance has been issued.

Here’s the latest: People
seen leaving Tehran

As the sun rose Tuesday on
Iran, the downtown area of
Tehran, the country’s capital,

appeared to be beginning to
empty out.

Many shops in the capital
stood closed. The city’s ancient
Grand Bazaar was closed,
something that’s rarely done,
like during demonstrations
or during the height of the
coronavirus pandemic.

On the roads out of Tehran
to the west, traffic stood
bumper to bumper. Many
appeared to be heading to the
Caspian Sea area, with local
reports suggesting there were
some diversions.

Long lines also could be
seen at gas stations operating
in Tehran. Iran’s capital,
Tehran, is home to some 10
million people. That’s rough-
ly the same population for the

entirety of Israel.
It remained unclear how the

city could be evacuated.
Authorities within Iran’s

government continued to
insist everything was under
control and did not offer any
guidance for the public on
what to do. G7 leaders call for
de-escalation but insist Iran
must not get nukes

Leaders of the Group of
Seven countries meeting in
Canada signed a joint state-
ment calling for de-escalation
of fighting between Israel and
Iran while reaffirming that
Iran cannot be allowed to
have a nuclear bomb.

The statement reads: We,
the leaders of the G7, reiter-
ate our commitment to peace
and stability in the Middle
East. In this context, we affirm
that Israel has a right to defend
itself. 

We reiterate our support for
the security of Israel. We also
affirm the importance of the
protection of civilians. Iran is
the principal source of region-
al instability and terror.

Mehul Choksi takes kidnapping
allegations against India to UK court

Trump says all of Tehran
should evacuate immediately

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Washington

Two influential congress-
men have introduced a
bipartisan resolution in

the US Congress to designate
July 6 as A Day of Compassion
in honour of the Tibetan spir-
itual leader Dalai Lama’s 90th
birthday.

The resolution was intro-
duced on Monday by
Republican Michael McCaul
and Democrat Jim McGovern.

McCaul, chairman emeritus
of the House Committee on
Foreign Affairs, introduced a
resolution alongside McGovern
designating July 6th, 2025, as ‘A
Day of Compassion’ in honour
of His Holiness the 14th Dalai
Lama’s 90th birthday, according
to a press release issued by
McCaul’s office.

Despite having faced perse-
cution, oppression, and
unspeakable violence at the
hands of the CCP (Chinese

Communist Party),  His
Holiness the Dalai Lama has
maintained inner peace and
continues to preach compas-
sion - inspiring not only his
own people, but the entire
world, McCaul said.

Ahead of His Holiness’s 90th
birthday, I am proud to intro-
duce this resolution calling
for ‘A Day of Compassion’ and
affirming Tibetans’ fundamen-
tal human rights as we look
forward to the day the Dalai
Lama and his people can
return to their homeland in
peace, he said. The Dalai Lama
has been living in India since
1959, after fleeing Tibet during
the 1959 Tibetan uprising.

McGovern said the Dalai
Lama is an inspiration to mil-
lions of people around the
world. 

His teachings on religious
tolerance, non-violent respons-
es to conflict and violent
extremism, and peace-building
are both timeless and urgent-

ly needed in the present cir-
cumstances.

He has been a passionate
advocate for the freedom and
dignity for the Tibetan people.

It is appropriate for Congress
to honor the 14th Dalai Lama
and his countless accomplish-
ments on his 90th birthday. 

May his next one be cele-
brated in Lhasa (Tibet), the
Democratic leader said.

This resolution also recog-
nises the Dalai Lama’s lifelong
commitment to peace, nonvi-
olence, human rights and the
preservation of Tibetan cul-
ture.

It reaffirms bipartisan US
support for the Tibetan peo-
ple’s right to self-determina-
tion, opposes Chinese gov-
ernment interference in
Tibetan practices, and express-
es deep respect for the Dalai
Lama’s moral leadership and
humanitarian contributions to
the international community,
the press release said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Washington

US President Donald Trump insist-
ed that Tehran was very close to
building a nuclear weapon despite

congressional testimony from his top
intelligence adviser earlier this year.

Back in March, National Intelligence
Director Tulsi Gabbard told lawmakers
that spy agencies have assessed that Iran
is not building a nuclear weapon and the
country’s supreme leader has not autho-
rised the nuclear weapons program that
he suspended in 2003.

Trump dismissed that when speaking
to reporters aboard Air Force One dur-
ing an overnight f light back to
Washington after leaving the G7 summit
early. I don’t care what she said, Trump
said. I think they were very close to hav-
ing it.

Trump not in the ‘mood to negotiate’
Iran cannot have a nuclear weapon, it’s

very simple, Trump told reporters on Air
Force One during his overnight flight
back to Washington. 

He accused Iranian leaders of being
unwilling to reach an agreement over
their nuclear programme, and suggest-

ed he was now less interested in talking
with them.

They should have done the deal. I told
them, do the deal, Trump said. So I don’t
know. I’m not too much in the mood to
negotiate.

The Republican president, who said he
plans to meet with advisers in the
Situation Room, appears to be gradual-
ly building the public case for a more

direct American role in the conflict.
His shift in tone comes as the US has

repositioned warships and military air-
craft in the region to respond if the con-
flict between Israel and Iran further esca-
lates. Iran cancels leave for medical per-
sonnel In Tehran on Tuesday, placards
and boards calling for a severe response
to Israel could be seen everywhere.

ASSOCIATED PRESS n
Kananaskis (Canada)

Six of the Group of Seven leaders
are trying on the final day of their
Tuesday to show the wealthy

nations’ club still has the clout to shape
world events despite the early depar-
ture of President Donald Trump.

Prime Minister Mark Carney and
his counterparts from the UK, France,
Germany, Italy and Japan will be
joined by Ukrainian President
Volodymyr Zelenskyy and NATO
chief Mark Rutte to discuss Russia’s
relentless war on its neighbor.

World leaders had gathered in
Canada with the specific goal of help-
ing to defuse a series of pressure
points, only to be disrupted by a show-
down over Iran’s nuclear programme

that could escalate in dangerous and
uncontrollable ways. Israel launched
an aerial bombardment campaign
against Iran on Friday, and Iran has hit
back with missiles and drones.

Trump left the summit in the
Canadian Rocky Mountain resort of
Kananaskis a day early late Monday,
saying: “I have to be back, very impor-
tant.” It came as conflict between Israel
and Iran intensifies and the US leader
declared that Tehran should be evac-
uated “immediately” — while also
expressing optimism about a deal to
stop the violence.

Before leaving, Trump joined the
other leaders in issuing a statement
saying Iran “can never have a nuclear
weapon” and calling for a “de-escala-
tion of hostilities in the Middle East,
including a ceasefire in Gaza.” 

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Prague

The Czech coalition govern-
ment on Tuesday faced a par-
liamentary no-confidence vote

over a bitcoin-related scandal.
The main opposition centrist

ANO (YES) movement led by pop-
ulist billionaire Andrej Babiš request-
ed the vote after the Justice Ministry
accepted a donation of bitcoins and
sold them for almost 1 billion Czech
koruna ($47 million) earlier this year.

The three opposition parties,
including ANO, the anti-migrant
Freedom and Direct Democracy
movement and the liberal Pirates
party, are unlikely to oust the four-
party coalition government led by
conservative Prime Minister Petr

Fiala, which has a majority in the
lower house of Parliament.

Justice Minister Pavel Bla�ek
resigned from his post over the issue
on May 30 and was replaced by Eva
Decroix on June 10.

Bla�ek said he wasn’t aware of any
wrongdoing, but didn’t want the
coalition to be harmed by the scan-
dal. Fiala said he appreciated his res-
ignation and believed Bla�ek acted
with goodwill.

Bla�ek was a close ally of Fiala in
the government and also in his
conservative Civic Democratic Party.
The new minister is from the same
party. Decroix said she will order an
independent probe into the min-
istry’s activities in the case. The scan-
dal focues on the fact that the bit-

coins were donated to the ministry
by a person who was previously con-
victed of drug dealing and other
crimes, while it was not clear why he
did it.

The opposition has accused Bla�ek
of possible money laundering,
because it wasn’t clear where the bit-
coins originated, and demanded the
resignation of the entire government.
The issue has been investigated by
the national police’s organised crime
unit. Czech lawmakers were debat-
ing the no-confidence motion, the
fourth since the government took
over after a 2021 election, with a vote
expected late Tuesday or Wednesday.

The scandal comes just months
before the Oct 3-4 parliamentary
election.

US Congress to mark Dalai Lama’s
90th birthday as Day of Compassion

Trump rejects intelligence
assessment on Iran nukes

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Geneva

Swiss authorities cleared a vil-
lage in the country’s east
over a potential rockslide,

three weeks after a mudslide
submerged a vacated village in
the southwest.

Residents of Brienz/Brinzauls,
about 40 kilometers (25 miles)
southwest of Davos, were being
barred from entering the village
because a rock mass on a plateau
overhead has accelerated so
rapidly that it threatens to col-
lapse, a statement from local
officials said Monday. 

Farm work in the area was also
being halted, and livestock own-
ers moved their animals out of
nearby pastures due to early
warning signs on Sunday. 

Authorities said the region is
closely monitored by early-warn-
ing systems in the town, which is
no stranger to such evacuations:
Villagers had been ordered out of
Brienz/Brinzauls in November
and in June two years ago - before

a huge mass of rock tumbled
down the mountain, narrowly
missing the village. 

The mountain and the rocks
on it have been moving since the
last Ice Age. 

While glacier melt has affect-
ed the precariousness of the
rocks over millennia, local
authorities say melting glaciers
due to man-made climate change
in recent decades hasn’t been a
factor.

The centuries-old village strad-
dles German- and Romansch-
speaking parts of the eastern
Graubünden region and sits at an
altitude of about 1,150 meters
(about 3,800 feet).

Swiss village evacuated
over threat of rockslide

G7 leaders push on without

Trump amid Iran crisis

Czech coalition Government faces no-
confidence vote over bitcoin scandal

Trump warns Iran, US may back Israel with military aid

Authorities within Iran’s
Government continued
to insist everything was
under control and did
not offer any guidance
for  public on what to do

US Secretary of State Marco Rubio and French Foreign Minister Jean-Noel
Barrot discussed the developing situation in the Middle East on Monday PTI

ASSOCIATED PRESS n Paris

French Foreign Minister
Jean-Noel Barrot spoke
with US Secretary of

State Marco Rubio on Monday
night and then in the ensuing
hours with the Iranian, British
and German foreign ministers
about the situation in the
Mideast.

The French, British and
German ministers passed on
joint messages to the Iranian
foreign minister about the
need for a de-escalation and a
return to diplomacy, accord-
ing to a French diplomatic offi-
cial. They urged Iran to return
to negotiations as soon as
possible, without conditions,
the official said.

They urged Iran to avoid
any threats to Western inter-
ests, any extension of hostili-
ties elsewhere in the region
and any nuclear escalation
including leaving the Non-
Proliferation Treaty, stopping
cooperation with the IAEA or
pursuing further enrichment,
the official said.

The ministers also passed
along messages to Israel on the
need to not target Iranian
authorities, infrastructure and
the civilian population, the
official said. The official was
not authorised to be publicly
named in accordance with
Foreign Ministry policy. Italy’s
Meloni reiterates negotiations
with Iran Italian Premier
Giorgia Meloni reaffirmed the
opportunity to reopen the

road of negotiations with Iran
during a bilateral meeting
with President Trump on the
sidelines of the G-7 meeting in
Canada, her office said in a
statement Tuesday. She also
underlined the necessity in this
moment of reaching a cease-
fire in Gaza. More than 40
Palestinians killed while wait-
ing for aid in Gaza. At least 45
Palestinians were killed in the
Gaza Strip while waiting for
UN and commercial trucks to
enter the territory with desper-
ately needed food, according
to Gaza’s Health Ministry and
a local hospital.

The circumstances of the
killings were not immediate-
ly clear. Palestinians say Israeli
forces have repeatedly opened
fire on crowds trying to reach
food distribution points run by
a separate US and Israeli-
backed aid group since the
centres opened last month.

Local health officials say
scores have been killed and
hundreds wounded.

In those instances, the
Israeli military has acknowl-
edged firing warning shots at
people it said had approached
its forces in a suspicious man-
ner. Egypt, Jordan and others
call for a halt to the conflict
Twenty countries denounced
in a joint statement the esca-
lating tensions in the Middle
East caused by what they term
Israel’s aggression against Iran
and called for diplomacy and
dialogue to restore stability in
the region.

European leaders push
for de-escalation

Iran cancels leave for medical
personnel In Tehran on
Tuesday, placards and boards
calling for a severe response
to Israel could be seen
everywhere

Farm work in the area was
also being halted and
livestock owners moved
their animals out of nearby
pastures due to early
warning signs on Sunday
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Beijing

China plans to opera-
tionalise its third air-
craft carrier 'Fujian'
this year as it has com-

pleted nearly three years of sea
trials, setting the stage for the
Chinese navy for the first time
to operate three carrier groups,
official media reported on
Tuesday. 

Fujian, stated to be China's
most advanced aircraft carrier
possessing the electromagnetic
aircraft launch system (EMALS)
similar to that of the American
aircraft carrier USS Gerald R
Ford, was launched in 2024 and
since then completed multiple
sea trials, accumulating more
than 100 days of sea trials. The
entry of the carrier with more
than 80,000 tons carrying a
wide variety of carrier-borne
aircraft, including fighter jets,
early warning aircraft, anti-
submarine aircraft and drones

will enable China to enter a new
era of three aircraft carriers,
state-run CCTV reported. The
official daily, Global Times,
quoted Wei Dongxu, a Chinese
military affairs commentator, as
saying that Fujian has been
making steady progress in sea
trials, and is expected to be
commissioned within this year.

China currently has two air-
craft carriers in operation - the
Liaoning, a refit of the Soviet-
era ship commissioned in 2012,
and Shandong, which is an
indigenously built 2nd aircraft
carrier commissioned in 2019.

Ahead of its operationalisa-
tion, Fujian flexed muscles join-
ing Shandong in conducting
exercises north of the
Philippines this month, while
Liaoning has led exercises in the
Pacific waters of Japan's exclu-
sive economic zone drawing
protests from Japan.

According to the official
media, China plans to have four
to five aircraft carriers, includ-

ing a nuclear-powered one,
making them the frontline force
of its navy as Beijing seeks to
expand its global influence with
deployments in the South
China Sea, the Taiwan Strait and
the Indian Ocean in future.

Fujian is the first fully domes-
tically developed and construct-
ed aircraft carrier with EMALS
while the other two aircraft car-
riers are equipped with ski-
jump take-off ramps. The
Fujian features a flat-top flight
deck.

Simultaneously, China is
developing a new fighter aircraft
that can operate from its carri-
er groups. Early this year,
President Xi Jinping issued
fresh orders revising rules to
transform the country's military
into world-class armed forces,
focusing on combat readiness
and war preparation amid
growing rivalry with the US and
tensions over Taiwan and neigh-
bours. On Monday, Stockholm
International Peace Research

Institute (SIPRI) Yearbook 2025
revealed that China, which has
600 nuclear weapons, is rapid-
ly growing its nuclear stockpile
adding 100 warheads a year in
an apparent attempt to match
with stockpiles of the US and
Russia.

China to commission third aircraft carrier
'Fujian' later this year: Official media 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Khan Dubai

Israel appeared to be expanding its air cam-
paign on Tehran five days after its surprise
attack on Iran's military and nuclear pro-

gramme, as US President Donald Trump post-
ed an ominous message warning residents of
the capital to evacuate.

IRAN CAN NOT HAVE A NUCLEAR
WEAPON, Trump wrote Monday night before
returning to Washington early from a Group
of Seven summit in Canada. Everyone should
immediately evacuate Tehran! he added.

Trump later denied he had rushed back to
work on a ceasefire, telling reporters on Air
Force One during the flight back to Washington:
I'm not looking at a ceasefire. We're looking at
better than a ceasefire. 

Asked why he had urged for the evacuation
of Tehran, he said: I just want people to be safe.

Earlier, the Israeli military had called for some
330,000 residents of a neighborhood in down-
town Tehran to evacuate. 

Tehran is one of the largest cities in the
Middle East, with around 10 million people,
roughly equivalent to the entire population of

Israel. People have been fleeing since the hos-
tilities began. Israel says its sweeping assault on
Iran's top military leaders, nuclear scientists,
uranium enrichment sites and ballistic missile
programme is necessary to prevent its longtime
adversary from getting any closer to building
an atomic weapon. The strikes have killed at
least 224 people in Iran and wounded 1,277
since Friday. 

Iran has retaliated by launching more than
370 missiles and hundreds of drones at Israel.
So far, 24 people have been killed in Israel and
more than 500 wounded. The Israeli military
said a new barrage of missiles was launched on
Tuesday, and explosions could be heard in 
northern Israel.

Shops closed, lines for gas in Iran's
capital
Downtown Tehran appeared to be emptying out
early Tuesday, with many shops closed. 
The ancient Grand Bazaar was also closed, some-
thing that only happened in the past during anti-
Government demonstrations or at the height of
the corona virus
pandemic.

Israels strikes on Tehran broaden
as Trump issues ominous warning 

WORLD 09



MONEY 10
BHUBANESWAR | WEDNESDAY | JUNE 18, 2025

HINDUSTAN ZINC APPROVES `12,000
CRORE INVESTMENT TO EXPAND CAPACITY
Hindustan Zinc Limited has approved
a `12,000 crore investment to
expand its metal production capacity
by 250 KTPA, including a new smelter
in Rajasthan. The move aligns with
rising zinc demand and infrastructure
growth.

INBRIEF

FACULTY INDUCTION PROGRAMME
CONCLUDED AT GNDU
The Faculty Induction Programme at
UGC-Malaviya Mission Teacher
Training Centre, Guru Nanak Dev
University, concluded on June 17,
2025, with a valedictory session. Led
by Prof. (Dr.) Karamjeet Singh, the
programme equipped new faculty with
pedagogical and policy insights, reaffirming the university’s
commitment to academic excellence and faculty development.

BEL OFFERED JOBS TO 8 GNDU STUDENTS
AT `13 LAKH PER ANNUM
Under Vice Chancellor Dr. Karamjeet
Singh’s leadership, GNDU hosted a
successful campus placement drive
by Bharat Electronics Ltd, offering
?13 LPA packages to eight BTech
(ECE) students. The recruitment
included tests and interviews.
University officials praised the
achievement, highlighting GNDU’s strong industry ties and
commitment to professional excellence.

PARVESH SHARMA n Gurugram

Haryana has achieved
a historic milestone
in the field of logis-
tics and industrial

infrastructure. Chief Minister
Nayab Singh Saini, along with
Union Minister for Railways,
Information and Broadcasting,
and Electronics and
Information Technology
Ashwini Vaishnaw, inaugurat-
ed the country’s largest automo-
bile Gati Shakti Multi-Modal
Cargo Terminal at Maruti
Suzuki India Limited, Manesar,
Gurugram, on Tuesday.

During the event, the Union
Minister and Chief Minister,
Saini, flagged off the first cargo
train from the new Gati Shakti
Multi-Modal Cargo Terminal.
Located at the IMT Manesar-
based Maruti Suzuki plant, this
terminal has been developed
under Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s Gati Shakti
National Master Plan, a vision-
ary initiative aimed at creating
a world-class logistics network
across India.

The total cost of this project
is `1 lakh 17 thousand 91 mil-
lion. Haryana Rail
Infrastructure Development
Corporation Limited has a 55.4
percent share, HSIIDC has a 19
percent share, and Gurugram
Metropolitan Development
Authority (GMDA) has a 5 per-
cent share in the project. While

welcoming the Union Minister
at the inauguration of Haryana’s
first and India’s second Gati
Shakti Multi-Modal Cargo
Terminal, CM Saini said that
the launch of India’s largest such
terminal marks the beginning
of a golden chapter in Haryana’s
growth story.

He emphasized that this is
not merely a steel structure but
a milestone in realizing Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
vision of ‘Viksit Bharat.’ “The
terminal will not only transport
vehicles manufactured at the
Manesar and Gurugram plants
to 17 hubs and 380 cities across

India but also export vehicles to
ports such as Pipavav and
Mundra-thereby directly inte-
grating Haryana into the glob-
al supply chain,” said the Chief
Minister.

He expressed pride that the
Haryana Government is a key
partner in bringing this historic
project to life.During the event,
the Chief Minister also high-
lighted that today Haryana has
become one of India’s leading
automobile manufacturing
hubs, producing nearly 50 per-
cent of all cars made in the
country.

“The development of an

internal railway yard by the
Haryana Rail Infrastructure
Development Corporation at
Maruti underscores the state’s
commitment to ‘Ease of Doing
Business’ and infrastructure
development,” he said.

Reaffirming its vision to
emerge as a logistics hub, the
state has also partnered with
various industry bodies and
educational institutions to
enhance workforce skills across
Haryana, he said. Saini said
that this project is an outstand-
ing example of PM Modi’s
visionary Gati Shakti initiative-
more than a scheme, it repre-

sents a revolution and a com-
mitment to transform India’s
approach to infrastructure
development.

He further shared that the
PM Gati Shakti platform brings
together key sectors such as
railways, roads, ports, airports,
waterways, and logistics under
one integrated vision. The rail-
way siding at Maruti Suzuki is
a living example of this, allow-
ing cars manufactured at the
plant to be directly loaded onto
cargo trains and shipped to des-
tinations across India, he added.

Addressing the gathering,
Union Minister Ashwini

Vaishnaw highlighted the sig-
nificant transformation Indian
Railways has undergone over
the past decade under the lead-
ership of the prime minister.

He said that before 2014, the
Railways’ annual budget hov-
ered around `24,000-25,000
crore. Now, it has been
increased to `2.5 lakh crore.
Basic passenger amenities like
toilets were absent in many sta-
tions and coaches. In the last
two and a half years, a focused
campaign has been launched to
increase the number of gener-
al coaches. More than 1,200
general coaches were added in
just the past year, he said.The
minister added that a major
decision was taken recently to
upgrade passenger train ser-
vices. 100 new Mainline EMU
(MEMU) trains will soon be
introduced.

“These new MEMU trains,
designed for short-distance
travel, will feature 16 to 20
coaches (compared to the older
8-12 coach trains). Additionally,
50 new Namo Bharat passenger
trains will also be added to the
rail network,” he said.

The Railway Minister also
shared plans to modernize the
rail factory in Sonipat, with
work to begin soon.
Highlighting growth in the
past 11 years, Vaishnaw said
that before 2014, Haryana
received a railway budget allo-
cation of `315 crore. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The labour welfare schemes have benefit-
ted more than 50 lakh unorganised work-
ers across the country, particularly those

engaged in beedi, cinema and mining sectors,
the Ministry of Labour and Employment said
on Tuesday.

These workers do not have access to social
security schemes run by other bodies like
Employees’ Provident Fund Organisation
(EPFO) and Employees’ State Insurance
Corporation (ESIC), which is under the admin-
istrative control of the labour ministry.

The Ministry of Labour and Employment,
through the Directorate General of Labour
Welfare (DGLW), is implementing a range of
welfare schemes dedicated to improving the lives
of unorganised workers in India, particularly in
the beedi, cine, and mining sectors, said a labour
ministry statement issued on completion of 11
years of the Modi Government.

With a direct impact on over 50 lakh work-
ers and their families, these schemes form a cor-
nerstone of the Government’s inclusive and com-
passionate labour welfare strategy, it added.

The Labour Welfare Organisation (LWO),
functioning under DGLW, administers these
schemes through a network of 18 Welfare
Commissioners, who oversee their implemen-
tation at the regional levels.

The overarching goal of these welfare schemes
is to provide social protection, health services,
financial assistance for education, and housing
support to workers often located in remote and
underserved regions.

One of the key components of the welfare
framework is the Education Assistance Scheme,
which provides annual scholarships ranging
from `1,000 to `25,000 for the wards of beedi,
cine, and non-coal mine workers.

The scheme, implemented via the National
Scholarship Portal (NSP), receives over 1 lakh
applications every year, with direct benefit trans-
fer (DBT) ensuring transparent and timely dis-
bursement.

Healthcare support under the Health Scheme
includes outpatient services through a nation-
al network of dispensaries, as well as reimburse-
ment for specialised treatments for critical ill-
nesses such as heart disease, kidney transplan-
tation, cancer, tuberculosis, and minor surgeries.

The financial assistance ranges from Rs
30,000 for minor surgeries to Rs 7.5 lakh for can-
cer treatment, ensuring access to life-saving
healthcare for low-income workers.

Although the Revised Integrated Housing
Scheme (RIHS), introduced in 2016, has now
been sunset and merged with Pradhan Mantri
Awas Yojana (PMAY), the ministry disbursed
pending installments to eligible beneficiaries
until March 31, 2024.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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The Competition
Commission of India
(CCI) on Tuesday cleared

Mahindra & Mahindra’s pro-
posed acquisition of a nearly 59
per cent stake in commercial
vehicle maker SML Isuzu for
`555 crore. Mahindra &
Mahindra in April announced

the acquisition of a 58.96 per
cent stake in SML Isuzu for `
555 crore. “The proposed com-
bination relates to acquisition of
SML Isuzu Ltd (Target) by
Mahindra and Mahindra
Limited (acquirer),” CCI said in
a release. Mahindra & Mahindra
is the flagship company of the
Mahindra group. It is engaged in
the automotive, farm equip-
ment, agricultural products and

services sector, etc.
“CCI approves the proposed

combination involving acquisi-
tion of SML Isuzu Ltd by
Mahindra and Mahindra Ltd,”
the regulator said in a post on X.

In April, the Mumbai-based
automaker Mahindra &
Mahindra said it would acquire
the entire stake of 43.96 per cent
held by Sumitomo Corporation,
promoter of SML.

Mahindra to acquire stake in Isuzu

India’s largest Gati Shakti Multi-Modal
Cargo Terminal inaugurated in Gurugram

Welfare schemes benefitted over 50
lakh informal workers: Ministry
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Mumbai

Markets watchdog
SEBI’s board is like-
ly to discuss a series

of regulatory reforms during
its upcoming meeting on
Wednesday.

Several of these proposals
have already been floated for
public consultation, indicat-
ing a broader push towards
refining the regulatory land-
scape.

This would mark the sec-
ond board meeting under
the chairmanship of Tuhin
Kanta Pandey, who assumed
office on March 1.

One of the key agenda
items is the simplification of
rules and regulatory compli-
ance for Foreign Portfolio
Investors (FPIs) investing
exclusively in Indian
Government Bonds (IGBs)
through the Voluntary
Retention Route (VRR) and
the Fully Accessible Route
(FAR). This move is aimed at
attracting more long-term
bond investors to the Indian
market, people aware of the
development said.

Currently, foreign investors
can invest in Indian debt
through three routes—
General, VRR, and FAR. The
VRR and FAR routes are
comparatively liberal, as they
allow investments without
many of the restrictions, such
as security-wise or concentra-
tion limits that apply under
the General route.

To further streamline this,
SEBI proposed creating a
new FPI category, IGB-FPIs,
focused solely on
Government bond invest-
ments, according to the con-
sultation paper issued last
month.

Under this, the regulator
recommended easing regis-
tration and other compli-
ance requirements for these
entities.

Notably, SEBI suggested
that IGB-FPIs should be

exempt from disclosing
investor group details, since
bond investments under VRR
and FAR are not subject to
such caps.

Typically, FPIs are required
to disclose their group struc-
tures for monitoring invest-
ment limits, but this require-
ment may no longer apply to
IGB-focused investors.

In addition, the board may
discuss a proposal to ratio-
nalise the content of the
placement document of
Qualif ied Institutions
Placement (QIP) by prescrib-
ing only the relevant informa-
tion regarding the issue, peo-
ple aware of the development
said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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India, the world’s third-
largest oil-consuming and
importing nation, will lead

global oil demand growth by a
large margin, adding a steep 1
million barrels per day by 2030
on the back of stellar econom-
ic expansion, IEA said on
Tuesday.

The global oil demand is
expected to grow by 2.5 million
barrels a day by the end of the
decade, reaching a plateau near
105.5 million barrels per day
(bpd) by 2030, the International
Energy Agency (IEA) said in its
latest report released Tuesday.

Barring any major disruption
to the oil market, the world is
expected to remain well sup-
plied through the end of the
decade, the global energy
watchdog said, though rising
geopolitical risks in the Middle
East and unresolved trade ten-
sions could cast a shadow over
the outlook.

IEA forecast India’s demand
for crude oil, which is convert-
ed into fuels like petrol and
diesel in refineries, to rise from
5.64 million bpd in 2024 to 6.66
million bpd in 2030.

The country meets over 95
per cent of its oil needs through
imports as domestic production
is declining.

“India’s oil demand will
increase by a steep 1 million
bpd over the forecast period -
more than any other country -
in the wake of stellar GDP
expansion, at an average annu-

al rate of 2.8 per cent,” it said.
The United States, the world’s

top oil consumer, may see
demand peaking at 20.47 mil-
lion bpd in 2025 (20.42
milIndia to lead global oil
demand growth, add 1 mn bpd
by 2030: IEADemand for
industrial-linked products will
only marginally lag the growth
rate for retail-oriented transport
fuels, with annual increases in
gasoil, naphtha and
LPG/ethane of 3.3 per cent, 2.0
per cent and 2.5 per cent,
respectively.

For gasoil (diesel), making
up around one-third of India’s
total oil use, this amounts to an
aggregate gain of 3,80,000 bpd

over the forecast period, buoyed
by secular trends such as urban-
isation, industrialisation and the
building out of the country’s
infrastructure.

Expansion in the petrochem-
ical feedstocks tracks the launch
of new projects coming on
stream with the widespread
adoption of clean cooking act-
ing as an additional boost to
LPG demand.

Government subsidy pro-
grammes have been instru-
mental in this respect, in par-
ticular, the Pradhan Mantri
Ujjwala Yojana scheme
launched in 2016 that aims to
provide LPG connections
across the country, replacing

traditional cooking methods,
IEA added.

The report, Oil 2025, stated
that while global demand
growth continues, structural
changes in supply and con-
sumption patterns are expect-
ed to reshape the oil market
over the coming years.

While production capacity is
forecast to rise by more than 5
million bpd to 114.7 million
bpd by 2030, electric vehicles
are projected to displace 5.4
million bpd of oil demand
globally by 2030.

Electric car sales reached a
record 17 million in 2024 and
are expected to surpass 20 mil-
lion in 2025, the report said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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Commerce and Industry
Minister Piyush Goyal
has directed officials to

earmark dedicated zones for
MSMEs and startups within
the industrial corridors under
development in Andhra
Pradesh, an official statement
said on Tuesday.

The minister suggested this
during a review meeting on
June 15 to assess the progress
of NICDC-led industrial
nodes.

The National Industrial
Corridor Development
Corporation (NICDC) is the
nodal body for these corridors.

The commerce and industry
ministry said the review
focused on the development of
three major nodes in the State
— Krishnapatnam Industrial
Area under the Chennai-
Bengaluru Industrial Corridor
(CBIC), Orvakal Industrial
Area under the Hyderabad-
Bengaluru Industrial Corridor
(HBIC), and Kopparthy

Industrial Area under the
Visakhapatnam—Chennai
Industrial Corridor (VCIC).

Goyal also directed officials
to focus on attracting anchor
investors and startups by build-
ing innovation-friendly ecosys-
tems within each industrial

node.
He stressed the need to

establish dedicated incubators
to nurture early-stage enter-
prises and facilitate a robust
startup ecosystem.

“The minister also instruct-
ed officials to earmark zones
within each node for MSMEs
and startups, offering sub-
sidised rates and equipped
with state-of-the-art infra-
structure and technological
support,” it added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Mumbai

Indian quality standards on
toys are better than global
benchmark, helping

domestic manufacturers in
exporting their products in
overseas markets, according to
a senior BIS official.

The Bureau of Indian
Standards (BIS) has devel-
oped and published Indian
standards for toys that encom-
pass physical, chemical, and
electrical safety requirements.

These standards are aligned
with international benchmarks
set by ISO and IEC, ensuring
global harmonisation in toy
safety practices.

To enforce compliance, the
Department for Promotion of
Industry and Internal Trade
(DPIIT) issued the Toys
(Quality Control) Order),
2020, which came into effect
on January 1, 2021.

This order mandates that all
toys sold in India, whether
manufactured domestically or

imported, must conform to
seven specific Indian stan-
dards and bear the ISI mark
under a valid BIS licence.

It is prohibited to manufac-
ture, import, store, distribute,
sell, or even exhibit for sale any
toy that does not comply with
these standards.

“Indian standards on toys
are better than global stan-

dards,” said Adbhut Singh,
Scientist E/Director, Western
Regional Office Laboratory
(WROL), BIS, Mumbai.

Singh said the BIS standards
have helped in increasing sales
of Indian toys in both domes-
tic and global markets.

“Indian standards have been
made as per our weather con-
ditions and other domestic

requirements,” he said in an
interaction with media here.

According to GTRI report,
India’s toy exports declined
marginally to $ 152.34 million
in 2023-24 from $ 153.89 mil-
lion in the year before.

As per the latest figures,
there are 1,640 BIS-certified
toy industries in India, of
which 1,165 licences are for
non-electronic toys and 475
for electric toys.

Moiz Gabajiwala, CEO of
Zephyr Toymakers Pvt Ltd —
which has a manufacturing
plant in Bhiwandi near
Mumbai — said the BIS stan-
dards has fostered innovation
and created a “level playing
field”, enabling them to com-
pete more effectively with
established players.

“Our turnover has increased
substantially after the BIS
standards came into effect.
The company clocked a rev-
enue of `25 crore last fiscal
year and is aiming for 20 per
cent growth in 2025-26,” he
said.

India oil demand to grow by one
million barrels per day by 2030: IEA

SEBI board to meet to

discuss regulatory reforms

Dedicate zones for startups

in industrial corridors: Goyal 
Indian standards on toys better than global
standards, helping local units in exports: BIS

Currently, foreign
investors can invest 
in Indian debt through
three routes—
General, VRR
and FAR

He stressed the need
to establish dedicated
incubators to nurture
early-stage enterprises
and facilitate a robust
startup ecosystem
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The Government has
proposed to repeal
the 141-year-old

Explosives Act of 1884 and
introduce a new law stating
that the existing legislation
is based on the old British
pattern and is not ade-
quately meeting the coun-
try’s growing requirements.

The Department for
Promotion of Industry and
Internal Trade (DPIIT) has
sought comments and sug-
gestions from the general
public, industry associa-
tions and other entities
concerned on the proposal
before July 17 this year.

It said the Explosives
Act, 1884 is a pre-constitu-
tional act and it was com-
prehensively modified in
1978.

Many large and small
companies began to manu-
facture high explosives after
independence.

“It is observed that the
Explosives Act, 1884, which
is based on the old British
pattern and is not ade-
quately meeting the coun-
try’s growing requirements
and development in the
explosive sector thereby
resulted in difficulties for
the industry,” the DPIIT’s
note for public and stake-
holder consultations said.

Plans afoot
to repeal
explosives
act to bring
new law
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Benfica overcame a two-
goal deficit, getting
Ángel Di María’s
penalty kick in first-

half stoppage time and Nicolás
Otamendi’s 84th-minute goal
for a 2-2 draw against Boca
Juniors in a heated Club World
Cup match that included three
red cards, four yellows and 22
fouls.

Boca Juniors played in a
home-like environment with
the Argentine club’s supporters
making up most of the 55,574
crowd at Hard Rock Stadium
against one of Portugal’s pre-
mier teams. 

Both teams finished a man
down and one Boca player was
sent off after he was substitut-
ed from the match due to
injury on Monday night.

Heavily armed police were
present at checkpoints to
ensure order for a Boca sup-
porters’ group that is extreme-
ly fierce and passionate. 

But, most of the rough
action was on the field, not in
the stands, as the game includ-
ed red cards for Boca’s Ander
Herrera in the 44th, Benfica’s
Andrea Belotti in the 72nd and
Boca’s Nicolás Figal in the
88th. Boca built its lead on
goals by Miguel Merentiel in
the 21st minute and Rodrigo
Battaglia in the 27th.

Referee César Ramos award-
ed the penalty after a video

review for Carlos Palacios’
kneeing Otamendi. 

Herrera, who was taken out
after 20 minutes, got a red card
for protesting the decision.

Belotti was sent off for a foul
when a high kick caught
Ayrton Costa on the back of
the head and Figal for knock-
ing over Florentino.

Key moment
Otamendi’s front post header
helped Benfica salvage a point. 

Boca Juniors, after under-

performing last season in the
Argentina first division and
disappointing in the Copa
Libertadores, used the support
of their fans to fuel them and
earn a point in group play. 

Their second match, against
Bayern Munich in Miami on
Friday night, will prove to be
a more challenging game. 

Benfica, which was impre-
cise in its play and gave the ball
away many times unprovoked,
will play Friday as well and
take on the only semi-profes-

sional team in the Club World
Cup, Auckland City, which
was badly beaten by Bayern. 

What they said
“This was a game where there’s
two really big teams and they’re
gonna leave it all out there on
every ball.” — Alan Velasco,
Boca Juniors midfielder.

“It will be a new experience
(playing against Auckland City
FC), of course we saw the
result against Bayern and we
will have to do the same.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Atlanta (US)

Pedro Neto scored in
the first half and Enzo
Fernández in the 79th

minute to give Chelsea a 2-0
win over Los Angeles FC in
Group D’s Club World Cup
opener.

Chelsea put pressure on
LAFC goalkeeper Hugo
Lloris early in the match.
Neto scored in the 34th
minute, picking up a pass
from Nicolas Jackson and
cutting onto his left foot for
a near-post finish on
Monday.

There were 22,137 fans in
attendance at the 71,000-
capacity Mercedes-Benz
Stadium, many of them back-
ing LAFC. The Black and
Gold had positive sparks of
energy and possession

throughout the first half, but
struggled to find any real
opportunities in front of goal.

LAFC almost got one back
just before the 60-minute
mark, but Chelsea goalkeep-
er Robert Sánchez came up
with a save to keep Denis
Bouanga off the scoresheet.
The Black and Gold aimed to
get some more experience
onto the pitch at the half,
bringing on former Chelsea
man Olivier Giroud.

Giroud made a stir as he
subbed on when he had to
wait on the sidelines for a
matchday shirt with his name
and number. The mixup led
to a delay in the start of the
second half. 

Coming in off the bench,
Fernández made no mistake
finishing Liam Delap’s cross,
adding an insurance goal for
The Blues.

Chelsea’s day was made even
more positive by the debut of
Delap, a promising 22-year-
old English striker signed
from Ipswich Town.

Takeaways
While Chelsea is the favorite
to top Group D, LAFC’s next
two matches become essen-
tial to moving on to the
knock-out rounds. LAFC vs
Flamengo will prove to be an
entertaining game, with the
two sides most likely battling
it out for the group’s second
spot.

What They Said
“It’s a high level against a
quality team. If you give
them a moment, they’ll pun-
ish you. They had two
chances, and they punished
us.” — Marky Delgado,
LAFC midfielder.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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Luiz Araujo and Giorgian
de Arrascaeta each scored
a goal and Flamengo beat

Esperance Sportive de Tunis 2-
0 in the Club World Cup.

After dominating possession
for 17 minutes, de Arrascaeta
opened the scoring after finish-
ing off a cross from Araujo on
Monday night. 

Araujo capped an amazing
performance in the 70th
minute by scoring Flamengo’s
second goal. This came from an
assist by Jorginho, Flamengo’s
new signing and former Club
World Cup Champion.

The Lincoln Financial
Stadium brimmed with energy
for the entire 90 minutes thanks
to the 25,797 Flamengo and
Esperance’s fans present. The
attendance was far from the
stadium’s 67,594 maximum
capacity.

Key Moment
In the 66th minute, Esperance
had a chance to tie the score
with a counter-attack led by
Youcef Belaili, but Agustin
Rossi made a crucial save to
keep Flamengo in the lead. This
allowed Araujo to put the game
out of Esperance’s reach four
minutes later. 

Flamengo could earn a first-
place finish in Group D if they
continue playing like they did
in this one. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
London

British tennis player Katie
Boulter has told the BBC
she received death

threats targeting her and her
family during the French
Open, saying in an interview
that online abuse has become
the norm and that she is wor-
ried about the impact it will
have on younger players.

Boulter, who is 28-year-old
and ranked number 39 in the
WTA, said she believes many
of the abusive messages are
sent by people who are placing
bets on tennis matches, 

The messages threatening
her loved ones was sent dur-
ing her French Open first-
round match against Carole
Monnet on May 29. After los-
ing the first-set tie-break,
Boulter won the match 6-7 (4),
6-1. 6-1.

But the loss of the tiebreak-
er prompted the outrage.

“Hope you get cancer,” said
one message. Another men-

tioned damaging her “grand-
mother’s grave if she’s not
dead by tomorrow” and “can-
dles and a coffin for your
entire family.” A third said: “Go
to hell, I lost money my moth-
er sent me.”

Boulter, who shared with
the BBC screenshots of the

messages, said she is worried
about the toll the widespread
abuse takes on younger play-
ers. 

“At the very start of my
career, it’s probably something
I took very personally...
Getting comments about the
way you look,” she said. “It

becomes more apparent every
single time you go on your
phone. 

“I think it increases in num-
ber and it also increases in the
level of things that people say.
I don’t think there’s anything
off the cards now.”

Many other players have

previously reported online
abuse. In a bid to try to pro-
tect athletes from that sort of
abuse, the International Tennis
Federation (ITF), Women’s
Tennis Association (WTA),
All England Lawn Tennis Club
and United States Tennis
Association in 2023 launched
the Threat Matrix. The pro-
gram monitors public-facing
social accounts for abusive
and threatening content on
social networks. It also pro-
vides support for players.

Despite years of reporting
online abuse, Boulter said the
volume has become over-
whelming - and her concern
now lies with protecting those
coming up behind her.

“I think that by the end of
where I am right now, I think
there is just too many to
almost do that,” she said. 

“As a tennis player, I just
want to see and protect some
of the younger players that
come through and try to find
a way around this whole situ-
ation.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Geneva

Irish Cup winner Drogheda
lost its appeal against being
removed from the

Conference League next season
for breaking UEFA rules when
investors own multiple clubs.

The Court of Arbitration
for Sport said its judges gave an
urgent decision dismissing
Drogheda’s appeal that was
heard on Monday. 

On Tuesday, UEFA will start
making the draws for qualify-
ing rounds in the third-tier
European competition.

Drogheda and Silkeborg of
Denmark qualified for the
Conference League second pre-
liminary round but are owned
by the Trivela Group from the
United States.

UEFA rules to protect sport-
ing integrity do not allow teams
from a multi-club network to
enter the same competition if

one owner has “decisive influ-
ence” over management of
both. Drogheda apologized to
fans in a statement for the sit-
uation leading to a decision
that caused “great heartbreak
and disbelief ” and will cost the
club at least hundreds of thou-
sands of euros (dollars) in
UEFA prize money.

The American-back club
missed a March 1 deadline set
by UEFA to anticipate a pend-
ing problem and make changes
to the ownership or executive
structure.

CAS said the three judges
agreed UEFA communicated
key information which
Drogheda “knew or ought to
have known about.” 

A 2-1 majority of the judges
“rejected (the club’s) submis-
sions on alleged unequal treat-
ment by UEFA,” the court said.

Other cases involving
Manchester City, Manchester
United, AC Milan, Brighton

and Aston Villa in the past two
years were resolved by one of
the ownership stakes being
placed into a blind trust for the
season. A UEFA expert panel
also imposed transfer bans and
limited cooperation between
clubs in question.

The UEFA panel is also
assessing if Crystal Palace and
Lyon can both enter the next
Europa League. Lyon’s
American owner John Textor
has a 43 per cent stake in Palace
though with limited decision-
making power.

In the latest case, Silkeborg
took priority with UEFA to get
the Conference League place
because it finished higher in the
Danish league this season than
Drogheda did in the Irish
league last year.

Drogheda loses prize money
of 350,000 euros ($406,000)
that UEFA pays for playing in
the Conference League second
qualifying round.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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Lando Norris says the new
Formula 1 movie con-
tains some reminders of

his own rivalry with McLaren
teammate Oscar Piastri after
their collision at the Canadian
Grand Prix.

Speaking Monday at the
Times Square premiere of “F1,”
starring Brad Pitt, Norris said
his rivalry with Piastri remains
friendly, even if they sometimes
run into “roadblocks and chi-
canes.”

“You always want to be the
top dog and you always want to
be on top - of everyone, not just
your teammate. You want to be
on top of the grid, right?”
Norris said. “The interesting
part, and I think the thing that
the F1 movie gets into a little bit
more, is how teammates have to
be teammates but also how they
want to beat one another, and
how do you get that balance
right? Because if it’s too much
one way, it’s not good. If it’s too
much the other way, it’s not
good. It’s a difficult balance, but
that’s part of the sport.”

Roadblocks in the
relationship

Norris apologised immedi-
ately for colliding with Piastri
in Sunday’s race as he tried to
overtake. The contact caused
Norris to hit the wall, ending his
race. Piastri was able to finish
fourth and extend his standings
lead over Norris to 22 points
ahead of next week’s Austrian
Grand Prix.

“We’ve always known we
want to beat each other, but I
think one thing we’ve done very
well is work together as a team,”
Norris said. “Of course there’s
always going to be some little
roadblocks and chicanes and
things to navigate through, but
in the end of the day, I think, as
long as we pull through the
other day together, that’s the
most important.”

Russell hopes for more
Mercedes wins
George Russell’s victory in
Canada on Sunday made him
the only driver other than
Norris, Piastri and defending
champion Max Verstappen to
get a win this season.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New York

Inter Kashi on Tuesday won their
first appeal at the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS)

against the All India Football
Federation (AIFF) after the Varanasi-
based side were deducted three points
for a contested I-League match ear-
lier in the year.

The CAS ruling, though, will not
hand Inter Kashi the I-League title
yet. The AIFF’s appeals committee
had on April 18 ruled against Inter
Kashi in a case relating to their match
against Namdhari FC — who were
alleged to have fielded an ‘ineligible
player’ — on January 13, setting aside
a decision given by the national fed-
eration’s disciplinary committee.

After the appeals committee ruling,
Inter Kashi finished the I-League at
second spot with 39 points, while
Churchill Brothers of Goa were
declared champions on 40 points.

Inter Kashi filed an appeal at the

Switzerland-based CAS on April 24
against the decision of the AIFF
appeals committee and the world’s
apex sports tribunal ruled in favour
of the club on Tuesday.

There is another Inter Kashi appeal
pending at the CAS and that may
decide who will be the 2024-25 I-
League champions, though the AIFF

had already handed the trophy to
Churchill Brothers on the basis of its
appeals committee decision.

“The appeal filed on 24 April
2025 by Inter Kashi FC against the
decision issued on 18 April 2025 by
the Appeal Committee of the All-
India Football Federation is upheld.
The decision issued on 18 April

2025 by the Appeal Committee of the
All-India Football Federation is set
aside,” the CAS said in its ruling on
Tuesday.

“The terms of the decision issued
on 24 February 2025 by the All-India
Football Federation Disciplinary
Committee in the matter IL 2024-
25/102 are hereby confirmed,” said
the CAS award delivered by three
arbitrators.

Frans de Weger of the Netherlands
presided over the bench, with Michele
AR Bernasconi of Switzerland and
Jeffrey G. Benz of United Kingdom
being the other members.

“(1) On the basis of the complaint
received the Committee is of the view
that the defendant club Namdhari FC
has fielded an ineligible player result-
ing out of a failure to make the play-
er serve the suspension in Match
number 45 of the I-League 2024-25
against Inter Kashi FC in accordance
with Article 12.3.2 of the I-League
2024-25 Regulations for accumula-

tion of 4 cautions in the given season.
“(2) The said match shall result in a
forfeiture (0-3 loss) for the defendant
club Namdhari FC in accordance
with Article 57 read with Article 26
of the Code of fielding an ineligible
player,” the court explained.

Inter Kashi said on their social
media handles that they welcomed
the CAS ruling. The costs of the arbi-
tration, to be served to the parties by
the CAS Court Office separately, shall
be borne 20 per cent by Inter Kashi,
40 per cent by the AIFF, 20 per cent
by Churchill Brothers FC Goa and 20
per cent by Namdhari FC.

The CAS directed the AIFF to pay
two thousand Swiss francs (`2.12 lakh
approx) to Inter Kashi while Churchill
Brothers and Namdhari FC will have
to pay one thousand Swiss francs
(`1.06 lakh ) to the Varanasi-based
club “as legal contribution towards its
legal costs and other expenses
incurred during these arbitral pro-
ceedings”.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
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India men’s football team
will take on hosts Tajikistan
in a friendly match on

Wednesday, kicking off a cru-
cial two-match tour that serves
as preparation for the AFC U-
23 Asian Cup 2026 Qualifiers
later this year.

The match will be played at
the Hisor Central Stadium
near Dushanbe, with the sec-
ond fixture against Kyrgyz
Republic scheduled for
Saturday.

Drawn in Group E alongside

Bahrain, Qatar and Brunei
Darussalam, India will be aim-
ing to qualify for the continen-
tal event for the first time
when the qualifiers are held in
September.

The ongoing tour is seen as
a vital tune-up in terms of
acclimatisation, team cohe-
sion, and tactical fine-tuning.

The Naushad Moosa-
coached 23-member squad
had been in camp in Kolkata
since June 1 before flying out
to Dushanbe.

After arriving in the Tajik
capital on Monday evening, the
team held a mobility session

Tuesday morning and followed
it up with a 90-minute evening
training session at the venue,
which is located around 25
kilometres from the city.

Tajikistan U23s were last in
action in November 2024 when
they lost two friendlies against
United Arab Emirates, both by
a 0-3 margin.

At the AFC U23 Asian Cup
2024, Tajikistan were knocked
out in the group stage after
defeats to Iraq and Saudi
Arabia and a win over
Thailand.  Moosa, however, is
not reading too much into past
results and is focused on the

task at hand.
“We know Tajikistan are a

strong team. They qualified for
the U23 Asian Cup last year
and also did well at the senior
Asian Cup,” Moosa stated in
AIFF website.

“The players will, of course,
be different tomorrow. The
coach has changed. We just
have to go out there and do our
job right,” added Moosa.

Despite Dushanbe being
located 700 metres above sea
level, the weather is hot at this
time of the year, soaring to
almost 40 degrees during the
day.

Boca Juniors, Benfica draw
2-2 in Club World Cup 

Flamengo 
2-0 beats
Esperance
de Tunis 
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League by UEFA ownership rules

Death threats, abuse highlight dark side of tennis betting: Katie 

‘F1’ movie mirrors his

rivalry with Piastri: Norris

Inter Kashi win first appeal at CAS against AIFF

India gear up for Tajikistan test ahead of U-23 Asian Cup qualifiers

Chelsea 2-0 win over Los

Angeles FC in Club World Cup
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Mumbai

India’s new Test captain
Shubman Gill is a mix of
his predecessors Rohit
Sharma and Virat Kohli

but he will be “very much his
own man” in the middle when
he leads the national side in the
eagerly-awaited five-Test series
against England starting on
Friday, feels Jos Buttler.

Buttler, the former England
limited-overs captain who
played under Gill in this year’s
IPL, said the 25-year-old will
need to find a balance between
his captaincy role and his own
batting.

“He is a really impressive
player and an impressive
young man,” Buttler said on his
podcast ‘For The Love of
Cricket’ alongside former
England pacer Stuart Broad.

“He’s pretty calm and mea-
sured when he speaks, but (it’s)
interesting, I feel like on the
field he’s got a bit of fight about
him, a bit of intensity, quite
passionate. I think he will be a
mix of Kohli and Rohit.

“Kohli (was) that sort of real

aggressive (character), really
transformed the Indian team,
in your face, up for the contest.
Rohit was a bit on the other
side, a bit more laid back, very
cool, calm, collected customer,
but with that sort of fight,” he
added. Buttler expects Gill to
“be a bit in the middle”.

“He is obviously learned
from those two guys, but he’ll

be very much his own man.”
Buttler said the job of cap-

taining India in Test cricket is
like being a “third or fourth-
most influential people” in
the country

“He talked about compart-
mentalising batting and cap-
taining; so when he’s batting he
just wants to be a batter and
then he will try and work on

his captaincy and try and sep-
arate the two roles,” he said.

“I don’t think we can quite
understand the level of inter-
est and the stardom that these
guys have. You see it around
the IPL, you’re aware of it, but
actually living that yourself, I
think they say the Indian Test
captain is like the third or
fourth-most influential person

in India, behind the Prime
Minister, so you really are put
up on that pedestal.

“(There are a) one-and-half
billion people, all cricket-mad,
so it’s going to be a huge job for
him. Kohli is the king,
Shubman is the prince: that’s
the narrative that they spin out
there, and I feel that he’s the
coming man... Stepping into
that No. 4, it’s big shoes, isn’t
it?” “IPL teams as good as
international teams”

Buttler said the level of
competitiveness in IPL, given
its unique window, makes
some of the teams in the com-
petition as good as internation-
al teams. “I would say some
teams would compete well,
they are just as good as inter-
national teams. I think (a)
Mumbai Indians XI had nine
or 10 players who had played
international cricket and 
they are just not any odd 
internationals either.

“Obviously, the window the
IPL has, there is no competi-
tion from international crick-
et, it has got its own designat-
ed window. All the best play-
ers in the world are available,

all the local Indian talent
where the depth is just grow-
ing and growing and growing,”
he said.

“Suryavanshi’s ton was
inspiring and deflating”

Buttler said 14-year-old
Vaibhav Suryavanshi’s 38-ball
101 for Rajasthan Royals
against Gujarat Titans, which
was the second-fastest IPL ton
and fastest for any Indian in
T20 cricket, was both “inspir-
ing and deflating”.

“This guy is (about) 20 years
younger than me, and he is just
smashing us all around the
park. Absolutely (sent) shock-
waves throughout the cricket
world,” he said.

“...The first ball, he gave
himself a bit of room and
smacked it over wide long on
for a six... that fearlessness. I
love these guys out there; there
are so many brilliant players.
They almost want to make a
statement as in ‘look at me’.”

Buttler also recalled
Suryavanshi’s knock of 57
against Chennai Super Kings
and said, “I’m like ‘this guy is
the best player I have ever
seen,” he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
London

The International Cricket
Council (ICC) is ready
to sanction four-day

Tests for smaller nations in the
2027-29 World Test
Championship cycle but India,
Australia and England can
still play the traditional five-
day matches, according a
report.

The move to reduce match-
es by one day would be a sig-
nificant change and can help
smaller nations to play more
Tests and longer series.

“During discussions last
week at the WTC final at
Lord’s, the ICC chair, Jay Shah,
is understood to have
expressed his support for four-
day Tests, with a view to sanc-
tioning them in time for the
2027-29 WTC cycle,” The
Guardian’ reported.

“England, Australia and
India would still be permitted
to schedule five-Test series of
five-day matches for the Ashes,
the Border-Gavaskar Trophy
and the newly named
Anderson-Tendulkar Trophy,
the first iteration of which
begins with the first Test
between England and India at
Headingley on Friday.”

The ICC first sanctioned
four-day Tests for bilateral
contests in 2017. 

England played Zimbabwe
over four days at Trent Bridge
last month after four-day Tests
against Ireland in 2019 and
2023.

According to the report,
“many smaller nations are
reluctant to host Tests due to
the time they take out of the
schedule and the cost, but a
move to four-day cricket
would enable an entire three-
Test series to be played in less
than three weeks.” 

“In four-day Tests the play-
ing hours are extended to
mandate a minimum of 98
overs per day rather than 90
overs to mitigate the time
lost,” it said.

“South Africa’s threadbare
itinerary despite being
crowned world champions in
the thrilling final against
Australia at Lord’s last week
has further highlighted the
issue, and focused minds on
the need for change,” it added.

The 2025-27 World Test
Championship will, however,
will continue under the exist-
ing format of five-day match-
es. It begins with Sri Lanka
hosting Bangladesh in a two-
Test series on Tuesday.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Auckland

New Zealand women’s
team captain and pro-
lific all-rounder Sophie

Devine will retire from the
ODIs after the World Cup in
India and Sri Lanka later this
year.

The 35-year-old is widely
regarded as one of the most
prolif ic all-rounders in
women’s cricket, having
amassed 3990 runs from 152
ODIs at an average of 31.66
with the help of eight centuries. 

She has also scored 3431
runs from 146 T20Is with one
century. She has also taken 107
and 119 wickets in the ODIs
and T20Is respectively. She,
however, has not played in any
Test.  “It feels like the right time
for me to start stepping away.
I feel very fortunate to have
NZC’s support in finding a
solution that means I can still
give to the WHITE FERNS,”
said Devine in a statement
issued by New Zealand Cricket
on Tuesday.

Devine’s statement came
ahead of the announcement of
the 17 centrally contracted
players by New Zealand
Cricket (NZC) on Wednesday.
She will remain available for
T20I cricket on a “casual play-
ing arrangement” but will not
be centrally contracted. 

“It’s important that everyone
knows I’m focused and dedi-

cated to giving this group
everything I can before I step
away. I’m really excited by
where this young group’s going
and I’m looking forward to
playing my part in the next six
to nine months.”

Her decision to retire after
the ODI World Cup in India
and Sri Lanka from September
30 to November 2 came after
Devine took a break from
cricket to prioritise her men-
tal health in January. She will
lead the team in the ODI
World Cup in September.

Devine was permanent cap-
tain of the White Ferns in
2020, and has since led the
team to new heights, including
a bronze medal at the
Commonwealth Games in
2022 and a maiden ICC
Women’s T20 World Cup vic-
tory last year. 

NZC’s head of women’s high
performance Liz 
Green said Devine had the 
organisation’s full support.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Galle (Sri Lanka)

Offspinner Tharindu
Ratnayake took two
wickets in his test

debut for Sri Lanka on
Tuesday as Bangladesh strug-
gled to 90 for three in the first
session of the series.

Bangladesh won the toss
and elected to bat in the first
match of the new World Test
Championship cycle but the
morning session belonged to
29-year-old Ratnayake, who
got his test cap after churning
out wickets in the domestic
circuit.

It was right-arm seamer
Asitha Fernando who set the
tone early. Still riding the
bounce from a productive
county stint with Glamorgan,
he had Anamul Haque caught
behind for a duck.

Then came Ratnayake, the
ambidextrous bowler who
can turn the ball both ways,
and he made his mark in just
his fourth over. Shadman
Islam, with rigid feet and
hands hard, poked at a deliv-
ery that spun away and only
succeeded in feathering it to
Dhananjaya de Silva at slip.

Ratnayake wasn’t done yet.
Mominul Haque, who had

been settling in nicely, edged
a ball that bounced a shade
more than expected. De Silva
flew to his left and took a 
brilliant catch.

Just when Bangladesh
appeared to be teetering, cap-
tain Najmul Hossain Shanto
and the experienced
Mushfiqur Rahim dug in.
Their 45-run fourth-wicket
stand helped steady the
innings somewhat, but their
work is far from done.

Mushfiqur, unbeaten on 20
at the lunch interval, has
gone 13 innings without pass-
ing 50, a lean patch by his
standards. Shanto looked

composed at the other end,
stroking three boundaries
and a six in his 25.

Sri Lanka also handed a
first test cap to Lahiru Udara,
the seasoned runscorer from
the domestic arena, in what
will be Angelo Mathews’
119th and last test match for
his country. 

The match at Galle is the
first in the 2025-2027 cycle of
the World Test
Championship, starting just
days after South Africa won
the title for the first time with
a victory over defending
champion Australia at Lord’s
on the weekend.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Mumbai

Star India pace spearhead Jasprit
Bumrah’s ability to deceive bat-
ters and his excellent balance in

delivery stride makes him the player
to watch out for in the upcoming mar-
quee Test series against England,
feels fast bowling great Stuart Broad.

Broad compared Bumrah with the
legendary Australia fast bowler Glenn
McGrath in having the “most bal-
anced delivery stride” in world crick-
et.  “He (Bumrah) jogs in, you will be
thinking ‘this will be 70 miles an hour’
and it hits you at 90 and you don’t get
a real flow. When I faced Shoaib
Akhtar, he sprint in at a hundred miles
an hour and delivered at a hundred
miles an hour,” Broad said in the pod-

cast ‘For the Love of Cricket’ which
also featured England batter Jos
Buttler.

“You were ready, but Bumrah is so
balanced, in his run-up, it’s a short-
stride pattern, so he never gets over
stride and of balance. I look at Glenn
McGrath (who) had the most bal-
anced delivery stride that I watched
and Bumrah is the same.”

Bumrah is not expected to play all
the five-Tests of the series which has
been confirmed by chairman of selec-
tors Ajit Agarkar and head coach
Gautam Gambhir as a part of work-
load management.

Broad, who took 604 wickets from
167 Tests before retiring in 2023, said
Burmah will take a “shedload of
wickets” if he plays in all the five
matches of the series starting in

Leeds on Friday.
“He is going to be certainly one to

watch and certainly someone that
England won’t want to play five Tests,
because if he does, he’s going to pick

up a shedload of wickets, isn’t he?
“There was that great bit of play in

Australia wherein he got in a scrap in
the last over with (Sam) Konstas and
(Usman) Khawaja was on strike. He
nicked Khawaja off, got him out. He
was screaming and roaring. 

“He has definitely got that; every
fast bowler has to have that emotion
in him, but there is a real sharpness
to his competitive spirit (and) that he
has grown up in that (Virat) Kohli
(captaincy) era.”

Buttler said there isn’t a bigger
superstar in the touring Indian side
than Bumrah. “I don’t think there’s a
bigger star in that touring squad than
Jasprit Bumrah,” he said.

“But facing him, he creates awk-
ward angles, the run-up is unique, the
action is unique. I think it have seen

the side-ons (bowlers) but he delivers
the ball from about a foot or even a
bit more closer to the batsman than
the average bowler so the ball feels
quicker even than the pace he is actu-
ally bowling at.” 

Buttler said Bumrah’s action could
make one feel like a sitting target. 

“For me as a right-hander, it always
felt like it was coming in, but he could
beat me on the outside, and you sort
of find yourself in a horrible position,
squared up and a bit of a sitting tar-
get,” said the former England white-
ball captain. 

“He is a superstar bowler, and that’s
what you expect in international
cricket, you are going to come up
against great players and certainly
someone England will need to play
well to have good success,” he said.

RESS TRUST OF INDIA n
New Delhi

India’s bid to host the 2036
Olympics is not merely an
attempt to make a statement

internationally but also a well
thought out plan to create
world-class infrastructure, bol-
ster the economy and tackle
pressing social issues affecting
the country’s youth, says
Minister of State for Sports
Raksha Khadse.

In an exclusive interview, the
38-year-old three-time Lok
Sabha MP from Maharashtra’s
Raver constituency, dismissed
criticism from some quarters
that the country needs to focus
more on becoming a sporting
powerhouse before aiming for
something as expensive as host-
ing the Olympics.

“Preparing to host events like
the 2036 Olympics or the 2030
Commonwealth Games is
about creating world-class
infrastructure, economic
investment and legacy systems
that directly benefit athlete
development,” she asserted in
the interaction at her 
office here.

“Sports is also a way to deal
with so many issues such as
depression and even drug
addiction. And keeping all this
in mind, when you bring an
event like the Olympics to the
country, it becomes a galvanis-
ing force even socially. It cre-
ates a fitness movement of its
own and enhances the output
of a nation. It’s a win-win for

all,” explained the deputy to
union minister Mansukh
Mandaviya.

India’s bid to host the Games
will pick up pace next month
when a delegation comprising
officials from the sports min-
istry, and the Indian Olympic
Association heads to Lausanne
for discussions with the
International Olympic
Committee after submitting
its letter of intent last year. 

“There is no denying that by

hosting an Olympics, we will
make a statement. It’s a sign
that you are a developed coun-
try. But at the same time, it also
gives the youth an opportuni-
ty to take the lead as nation-
builders.”

To drive home the point that
hosting the Games and devel-
oping Indian sports need not
be seen in isolation, she cited
the World Para-Athletics
Championships in Delhi 
later this year because of which

the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium
is being renovated with a
MondoTrack, the most
advanced surface for 
track events currently in use
globally. 

“We are ensuring that every
rupee spent has a long-term
multiplier impact,” Khadse,
only the second woman and
the youngest to be assigned the
sports ministry, assured.

The 2024 Paris Olympics
cost over $9 billion while the

upcoming 2028 Games in Los
Angles are estimated to require
a spending of more than $7 bil-
lion. More often than not, the
projected cost exceeds the final
expenses by a significant mar-
gin. 

The 2016 Rio Summer
Games have been the most
expensive so far, costing $23.6
billion. NSFs aligning with
Ministry’s vision

The ambitious Olympics bid
would also require a cohesive

administrative system to work
seamlessly, but India’s National
Sports Federations (NSFs) have
often been mired in turf wars
and one-upmanship, leading
to court cases that end up
hurting the prospects of ath-
letes. Khadse said the min-
istry is focussing on account-
ability without compromis-
ing on autonomy of the
administrators to ensure bet-
ter coordination. “There
should not be politics and
athletes should be the focus,
their growth should 
be priority. 

The federations should
have their autonomy but
there should also be greater

harmony between NSFs and
the ministry,” she said. “It is
very important to achieve
this given that we are aiming

to host the 2036 Olympics.
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