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VAISHNAVI MISHRA n New Delhi

In order to combat the worsening air
pollution crisis in the capital, the
Commission for Air Quality

Management (CAQM) has announced
a blanket ban on the entry of all com-
mercial goods vehicles and outstation
buses into Delhi unless they run on clean
fuel from November 1, 2025 and January
1, 2026 respectively and barred the fur-
ther induction of petrol or diesel-run
vehicles in the fleets of aggregators,
delivery service providers, and e-com-
merce logistics operators, effective
January 1, 2026.

The ban targets all diesel- and petrol-
run goods vehicles, as well as tourist,
inter-city and institutional buses, unless
they operate on CNG, LNG, electricity
or BS-VI diesel, and are not registered in
Delhi and only CNG and electric three-
wheelers and zero-emission two- and
four-wheelers will be permitted in new
registrations, although existing conven-
tional vehicles in service may continue
operating for now.

The restrictions, issued through a
series of statutory directions by the
CAQM, aim to drastically cut down
vehicular emissions, which remain one
of the largest contributors to Delhi’s haz-
ardous air quality, particularly during
winter months. According to Direction
No. 88, from November 1, 2025, only BS-
VI compliant, CNG, LNG, or electric
goods vehicles will be allowed to enter
Delhi, with the exception of those regis-
tered within the city. The directive cov-
ers Light Goods Vehicles (LGVs),
Medium Goods Vehicles (MGVs), and

Heavy Goods Vehicles (HGVs), which
together form a significant part of the
daily commercial traffic entering the cap-
ital. Adding to the clean air initiative, the
CAQM has also issued Direction No. 93,
which extends similar restrictions to

buses entering Delhi. Effective from
November 1, 2026, all buses — includ-
ing those operating under All India
Tourist Permit, contract carriage, school
and institutional services — must run on
CNG, electricity or BS-VI diesel to be
permitted entry into Delhi.

These rules, however, do not apply to
buses registered within Delhi, which are
already expected to adhere to cleaner fuel
norms under State transport regula-
tions. Earlier directions — No. 78 and 81
— had already mandated that all inter-
city buses from neighbouring States
such as Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Punjab,
Madhya Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh,
Uttarakhand, and Jammu & Kashmir
must comply with the cleaner fuel regime
when entering Delhi-NCR. 

The newly issued directives reaffirm
and strengthen those requirements,
pushing for comprehensive compliance
across all categories of public transport
entering the region.

VAISHNAVI MISHRA n New Delhi

Asecond-year student at the Indian
Institute of Technology-Delhi was
found dead under mysterious cir-

cumstances inside his hostel room on the
campus on Wednesday. 
According to police, the body had no vis-
ible injury marks, though vomit was found
on the floor near the bed, suggesting pos-
sible medical complications. The student is
said to be from Chandigarh and was pur-
suing a degree in Biomechanical
Engineering while residing in one of the
institute’s hostels.

According to police officials, a Police
Control Room (PCR) call was received at
the Kishangarh Police Station on the
morning of Wednesday, reporting that a
student was not responding or opening the
door of his room despite repeated knocks.

The matter was first reported by fellow
hostel residents after the student remained
unseen and unreachable since Monday.

He went to his room after having din-
ner on Monday. On Tuesday, he was not
seen or contacted by any of his fellow stu-
dents, which raised suspicion.
Consequently, the matter was reported to
the security staff who informed the
police.

Upon receiving the call, police person-
nel rushed to the spot. Fire department
officials were also called in to assist. “The
door was locked from inside, and with the
help of fire service personnel, the door had
to be forcibly opened,” a senior police offi-
cial said.

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Dehradun

The Uttarakhand Forest Minister
Subodh Uniyal said that global
warming and the phenomenon of

climate change is a challenge not just for
Dehradun or Uttarakhand, but for the
entire world. He stressed on the vital role
played by forests in this aspect. Speaking
as the chief guest at the dialogue on
‘Progress with purpose, growth with
green—balancing development and envi-
ronmental conservation’ organised by The
Pioneer here on Wednesday, the Forest
Minister appreciated the initiative on this
relevant issue, adding that he felt hon-
oured to be part of this interaction.

The director general of Uttarakhand
State Council for Science and Tehnology
(UCOST) Durgesh Pant said that
Uttarakhand is important from the envi-
ronmental and other aspects, citing the
example of Asia’s first engineering college
being founded in Roorkee along with insti-
tutions like the Survey of India being
established the colonial era, Indian
Institute of Remote Sensing in the 1960,
and Forest Research Institute, Forest
Survey of India and other nationally and
internationally important institutions in
the State. He pointed out that though envi-
ronmental damage is likely to occur dur-
ing developmental works, science and
technology along with awareness holds the
solution to achieving the balance between
development and conservation.

The Mussoorie Dehradun Development
Authority (MDDA) vice chairman
Banshidhar Tiwari said that it is the col-
lective duty of all stakeholders, the
Government, civil society and every indi-
vidual to ensure that the inherited natur-
al resources are handed over to the future

generations. He said that behavioural
changes are also responsible for the prob-
lems being faced in achieving the balance
between development and conservation.

The Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS),
Dehradun director Saurabh Tiwari said
that all citizens should focus on recognis-
ing the importance of standards in their
lives, stressing on the value of benchmarks.
Speaking about standards in construction,
water conservation and other aspects, he
said that BIS always involves stakehold-
ers in the standard-making process.

Anthropologist and author Lokesh
Ohri urged the authorities to stop the
axing of healthy mature trees in
Dehradun. Citing an example, he said that
builders were called by the authorities for
a meeting but even the architects of cit-
izens were not involved. He urged the
authorities to involve the citizens and
other stakeholders in developmental
plans, while stating that citizens are
eager to collaborate with the authorities

to develop a Dehradun with cycling
paths which is also pedestrian friendly.

Padma Shri recipient orthopaedic sur-
geon Dr BKS Sanjay said that the uncon-
trolled rise in population is a major fac-
tor responsible for depletion of natural
resources and other problems being
faced by the public. Stating that nature can
thrive without humans though humans
cannot survive without it, he stressed that
sustainable development is the only solu-
tion to the problems being faced by soci-
ety. Founder of Social Development for
Communities (SDC) Foundation, Anoop
Nautiyal said the population explosion in
Uttarakhand in recent years is an alarm-
ing factor affecting both environmental
and developmental aspects. 

Stating that while Dehradun generates
about five lakh kilogrammes of garbage
daily, he pointed out that lakhs have
migrated from rural and mountainous
areas of the State and many continue to
do so. 

The Pioneer discusses growth with green

From November 1, 2026, all
buses — including those under
All India Tourist Permit,
contract carriage, school and
institutional services — must
run on CNG, electricity or BS-
VI diesel to enter Delhi

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Bengaluru

Celebrations for Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s (RCB) first-ever IPL
win turned tragic on Wednesday
as at least 11 persons died and

more than 30 were injured in a stampede
outside the Chinnaswamy Stadium after
thousands of fans gathered to catch a
glimpse of the team.

“11 are dead and 33 injured due to
stampede near Chinnaswamy Stadium
in Bengaluru More than 2-3 lakh peo-
ple came, and no one expected this
much crowd,”  Karnataka  chie f  
minister Siddaramaiah said at a press
conference.

He also said that the stadium could only
accommodate 35 thousand spectators. The
chief minister announced a magisterial
inquiry into the incident and a `10 lakh
compensation to the kin of the deceased.
The stampede took place when thousands

of fans attempted to enter the stadium
from various gates. Police had a tough
time controlling the crowd, triggering
chaos and turning a joyful event into a
tragedy.  Police used mild force to control
the crowd and bring the situation under
control ahead of a special felicitation at the
stadium for the Royal Challengers
Bengaluru (RCB) team organised by the
Karnataka State Cricket Association
(KSCA).

Meanwhile, the felicitation of the play-
ers went ahead nonetheless as the stadi-
um was packed to the rafters despite the
chaos outside the stadium.

People were seen collapsing, visuals
showed police shifting the injured persons
and those who fell unconscious in ambu-
lances to nearby hospitals. Visuals also
showed some of those who were in an
unconscious state being administered
cardiopulmonary resuscitation (CPR) by
those nearby.

A crowd of fans gather in large numbers during Royal Challengers Bengaluru’s felicitation ceremony after their winning the Indian Premier League (IPL)
2025, in front of Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on Wednesday PTI

Uttarakhand Forest minister Subodh Uniyal speaking at The Pioneer event PIONEER PHOTO

Delhi to ban entry of polluting
buses, goods vehicles

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Operation Sindoor destroyed at
least nine aircraft including six
Pakistan Air Force (PAF) fighter

jets, two surveillance aircraft, ten armed
drones and a C-130 Hercules transport
aircraft, it was learnt. Moreover, the
Indian military strikes inflicted heavy
damage to Pakistan’s aerial and ground
military assets.

India launched Operation Sindoor
early May in retaliation to the Pahalgam
terror attack on April 22 in which 26
innocents were killed. 

The military strikes were carried out
in Pakistan and Pakistan Occupied
Kashmir(POK).

The destruction of Pakistani jets,
according to sources, was confirmed via
radar tracking and thermal signatures

captured by Indian ground-based missile
systems and airborne early warning
assets.

One of the crucial hits during the four-
day engagement was the destruction of
a high-value airborne surveillance plat-
form. According to sources, the target was
either an electronic countermeasure
(ECM) platform or an Airborne Early
Warning and Control (AEW and C) air-
craft, neutralised at an estimated range
of 300 kilometres using India’s long-range
strike asset. 

Another AEW and C aircraft of
Swedish origin, reportedly stationed at
Pakistan’s Bholari airbase, was destroyed
during a subsequent air-to-surface cruise
missile strike. 

In a separate operation, a PAF C-130
Hercules was destroyed during a target-
ed drone strike over Pakistani Punjab. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

India’s 16th Census with caste enumer-
ation will be carried out in 2027 with
the reference date of October 1, 2026

in snow-bound areas like Ladakh and of
March 1, 2027 in the rest of the country.

It has been decided to conduct
Population Census-2027 in two phases
along with the enumeration of castes, the
Union Home Ministry announced on
Wednesday.

The Census is being carried out after
a gap of 16 years as the last one was held
in 2011. Over 30 lakh enumerators and
their supervisors are likely to be engaged
to carry out the mega exercise.

“The reference date for Population
Census-2027 will be 00:00 hours of the first
day of March 2027. For the Union
Territory of Ladakh and the non-synchro-
nous snow-bound areas of the UT of
Jammu and Kashmir and States of
Himachal Pradesh and Uttarakhand, the
reference date will be 00.00 hours of the

first day of October 2026,” the ministry said
in a statement.

The last comprehensive caste-based
count was done by the British between

1881 and 1931. The Socio-Economic and
Caste Census (SECC) conducted in 2011
under the UPA Government did collect
caste data, but it was never fully published

or utilised. Bihar and Telangana have con-
ducted caste surveys in the last three years.

Union Home Ministry said the noti-
fication for the intent of conducting the
Population Census with the reference
dates will be published in the official
gazette “tentatively on 16.06.2025, as per
provision of section 3 of Census Act
1948”.

Officials said the second and final phase
of the census will begin in February 2027
and conclude on March 1, 2027 (reference
date). It is immediately not clear whether
the exercise to update the National
Population Register (NPR) will be carried
out along with the Census or not. 

The Government was planning to do it
along with the Census in 2020 but the exer-
cise was postponed due to the COVID-19
outbreak.

Even though the reference dates for the
Census are October 1, 2026 (for snow-
bound areas) and March 1, 2027 (for rest
of India), the house listing phase is likely
to start by April 2026. 

Centre schedules Census and caste enumeration New details emerge on
Operation Sindoor

IIT Delhi student
found dead in
hostel room 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Citing Islamic solidarity, Pakistan tried to derail the visit of the Indian
delegation on Operation Sindoor to Malaysia. Turning down
Islamabad’s request, Malaysia gave approval to the 9-member del-

egation to organise all the 10 proposed programmes. Sources said
Islamabad tried to play the religion card and cited the “Kashmir matter
in the UN” while seeking the cancellation of Operation Sindoor outreach
programmes. 

“We are an Islamic country, you are an Islamic country... don’t lis-
ten to the Indian delegation, cancel all their programmes in Malaysia,”
Pakistan embassy reportedly told the Malaysian Government officials.
Malaysia was the final stop of the delegation’s multi-nation tour, which
included Japan, South Korea, Singapore, and Indonesia. Led by JDU
MP Sanjay Jha-led, the Indian delegation to Malaysia and comprised
BJP MPs Aparajita Sarangi, Brij Lal, Pradan Baruah and Hemang Joshi,
Trinamool’s Abhishek Banerjee, CPM’s John Brittas, Congress’s Salman
Khurshid and former diplomat Mohan Kumar.

The Indian delegation met Malaysia’s People’s Justice Party (PKR),
led by former Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad minister YB Sim Tze
Tzin, to emphasise India’s “resolute approach” during Operation Sindoor.

Malaysia supports 
India snubs Pakistan

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Bangladesh’s interim Government has dropped the “Father of the
Nation” title for Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman as it
amended a legislation, revising the definition of freedom fight-

er, according to media reports on Wednesday.
The move on Tuesday comes a few days after the Muhammad Yunus-

led Government dropped the portrait of the country’s founding father
and deposed prime minister Sheikh Hasina’s father Mujibur Rahman
from new currency notes. The interim Government has amended the
National Freedom Fighters Council Act, “altering” the definition of
freedom fighter, The Dhaka Tribune newspaper reported.

The Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs issued the
related ordinance on Tuesday night, it said.

The amendment to the law also “modifies the term ‘Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’”, the report said.

According to bdnews24.Com portal, “The words ‘Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman’ and portions of the
law that mentioned the name of Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman have been deleted.”

Bangladesh disowns
Bangabandu as father

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

Former Foreign Minister of Pakistan and chairman of Pakistan
People’s Party(PPP) Bilawal Bhutto Zaradari was embarrassed for
a while at a United Nations press briefing when he was fact

checked by a journalist for making unsubstantiated claims about the
treatment of Muslims in India.

Bilawal, who is part of Islamabad’s diplomatic team at the UN, made
the comment during a press conference while reiterating Pakistan’s
stance on Kashmir. He alleged that the recent terror attack in Pahalgam,
which killed 26 civilians, was being politicised to vilify Indian Muslims.

However, a journalist attending the event called out the sweep-
ing generalisation. Drawing from personal experience, the journal-
ist pointed out that recent Indian defence briefings including on
Operation Sindoor were conducted by Muslim officers themselves.
“You said that the recent terrorist attack in Kashmir is being used
as a political tool to demonise Muslims in India. But, sir, I have
watched briefings on both sides, and as far as I recall, there were
Muslim Indian military officers who were conducting the 
briefings,” the journalist countered.

Bhutto fact-checked
in UN on India claims

FILE PHOTO

PM shares anguish, 11 crushed in RCB victory frenzy
RECENT STAMPEDES

30 killed at Maha Kumbh 2025
8 died at the New Delhi Railway Station Feb
2025
6 killed and dozens injured for tickets at
Tirumala Hills Jan 2025
A woman died and a boy injured during
‘Pushpa 2’ screening Dec 2024
More than 100 killed at Narayan Saakar Hari
in UP’s Hathras July 2024
36 died during a ‘havan’ on Ram Navami in
Indore in March 2023
23 lost their lives on narrow bridge connecting
the Elphinstone Road station in 2017
32 killed at Gandhi Maidan Patna after the
Dussehra celebrations in 2014
115 killed and over 100 injured in Navratri
festivities in MPs Datia district in 2013
At least 104 Sabarimala devotees killed in
Kerala’s Idukki district in 2011



I, Pawan Kumar S/o Sh. 
Hakam Singh R/o House No. 
1065 Sector-25 Panchkula 
Haryana declare that I have 
disowned my son Gaurav 
Sharma and his wife Dr.Neha 
Sharma. Now both of them 
under my control. I withdrawn 
my disown. He has full right in 
my all moveable/ immovable 
properties. 

I Mohan Lal S/o Late Sh. 
Kartar Chand R/o House no 
121, Kansal, Post office Naya 
Gaon, S.A.S nagar Mohali 
Punjab inform that my son 
Rajiv Kumar and his wife Tanu 
Priya are out of my control. I 
Disown them from my all 
moveable and immovable 
Properties. Anybody deal with 
them will do at their own risk. 

I Ashok Kumar Son of 
Gurdas Ram R/o House No 
2554, Sector 24-C, 
Chandigarh inform that my 
son Vishal is out of my control. 
I disown him from my all 
moveable and Immovable 
Properties. Anybody deal with 
him will do at their own Risk. 

I, Satbir S/o Sh. Tui Ram 
R/o Village Bure, Tehsil & 
District Hisar, evict my son 
Ramdhari and his wife Lalit 
Kumari, and my other son 
Vinod and his wife Ritu 
Kumari from my movable-
immovable property as they 
are out of my and my family's 
control. They will themselves 
be responsible for any of their 
transactions or dealings. I and 
my family will have no 
responsibility or loss in this. 

I, Gurmail Singh S/o Isar 
Singh R/o 232, Gopalpur, Teh. 
Rajpura, Patiala, declared that 
my son Gurdev Singh is out of 
my control, so I disown him 
from my movable -immovable 
properties, anybody dealing 
with him at their own risk. 

We Kailash Chand S/o 
Prem Nath and Neelam W/o 
Kailash Chand R/o B-40, 
Rajnagar, Jawalpur, Haridwar, 
Uttrakhand, now resident of 
flat no. 104 first floor tower no. 
11A, Motia Royal city Zirakpur 
SAS nagar Mohali, declared 
that our son Abhishek Bakshi 
is out of our control so we 
disown him from our movable- 
immovable properties, 
anybody dealing with him at 
their own risk. 

I Balbir Singh S/o Kartar 
Singh R/o H.no. 112 street no. 
3 Haripur Sector 4, 
Panchkula, declared that my 
son Mandeep Singh is out of 
my control, so I disown him 
from my movable -immovable 
properties, anybody dealing 
with him at their own risk. 

It is for general 
information that I, VIKRAM 
SINGH S/o RANDHIR 
SINGH, R/o House No. 235, 
Village Sajuma, Tehsil Kaithal, 
Distt. Kaithal, Haryana-
136117, declare that name of 
my father and my mother has 
been wrongly written 
RAHDHIR SINGH and 
LEELAWANTI in my 10th & 
12th class, B.A., B.Ed., 
DECE and other education & 
certificate, documents, 
Driving License, PAN Card, 
Aadhar Card etc. The actual 
name of my father and my 
mother are RANDHIR and 
LILAWATI respectively, which 
may be amended 
accordingly.  It is certified that 
I have complied with other 
legal requirements in this 
connection. 

I, No.1069650P Rank Ex 
Dfr Rajinder Singh R/O 
Village- Lodhipur, Po- 
Khunda, Tehsil/District- 
Gurdaspur (Punjab) Pin-
143519. Declare That In My 
Army Records My Wife Name 
Mandeep Kour And Date Of 
Birth 21-03-1966 Is Wrong. 
But My Wife Name Mandeep 
Kaur And Date Of Birth 06-
05-1965 Is Correct. Vide 
Affidavit No.In-
Pb35941212591490x Dated 
19 May 2025, Before 
Executive Magistrate 
Gurdapsur. 

I, No.15788760f Hav 
Rajwinder Singh R/O Vill- 
Bakhshiwal, Po- Bhikhariwal, 
Tehsil- Gurdaspur, Distt- 
Gurdaspur (Punjab) Pin-
143520. Declare That In My 
Army Records My Mother 
Name Harjit Kaur And Her 
Date Of Birth 1-07-1955 Is 
Wrong. But My Mother Name 
Harjeet Kaur And Her Date Of 
Birth 01-01-1953 Is Correct. 
Vide Affidavait No. In-
Pb38301438696768x Dated 
26-05-2025 Before Executive 
Magistrtae Kalanaur 
(Gurdaspur). 

I, Gurmeeto Devi Mother 
of No.2512121H, Nk Name 
Mukesh kumar resident of 
Vill: Tibba Nangal, PO-
Jhandian, Teh-Anandpur 
Sahib, Distt.Rupnagar, 
(Punjab)-140119 have 
changed my name from 
Gurmeeto Devi to Gurmeet 
Kaur vide affidavit dated 03 
jun 2025 before Notary 
Public, Anandpur Sahib. 

I, Ravindra Baliram Mali 
is father of Army no. 
15724126X Rank Nk Name 
Borase Sachin Ravindra of 
Unit 7 IDSR C/o 56 APO 
Residing at Savata Mandir 
Galli, Taluka Bhadgaon, Vtc. 
Gudhe, Po. Gudhe, Sub 
District. Bhadgaon, District. 
Jalgaon, State Maharashtra 
Pin 424106 Declare That my 
Name Mahajan Ravindra 
Baliram and Date of birth 
01.06.1968 Wrongly 
Mentioned in my Son Army 
Service Records but my 
correct Name is Ravindra 
Baliram Mali and correct date 
of birth is 01.01.1968. 

I Ashabai Ravindra Mali 
is Mother of Army No. 
15724126X Rank Nk Name 
Borase Sachin Ravindra of 
Unit 7 IDSR C/o 56 APO 
Residing at Savata Mandir 
Galli, Taluka Bhadgaon, Vtc. 
Gudhe, Po. Gudhe, Sub 
District. Bhadgaon, District. 
Jalgaon, State Maharashtra 
Pin-424106 Declare That my 
Name Asha and Date of birth 
01.06.1974 Wrongly 
Mentioned in my Son Army 
Service Records but my 
correct Name is Ashabai 
Ravindra Mall and correct 
date of birth is 01.01.1974. 

I, No. 15564481N Sep 
Rajinder Singh S/o Tara Singh 
R/o Vill & Po. Kot Gangu Rai 
Sub Teh-Koom Kalan Teh & 
Distt. Ludhiana declare that in 
my Army record and DSC 
records my wife Rajwinder 
Kaur DOB wrongly entered 
26-10-1989. But my wife 
correct DOB is 14-02-1989. 
So amended my wife DOB 
from 26-10-1989 to 14-02-
1989 in my Army record & 
DSC records. 

I, CHAINLAL Father of 
Army No. 15712064W Rank- 
Hav, Name VINOD 
KUMBHARE of Unit 14 EW 
BN C/o 56 APO declare that I 
have changed my Name from 
CHAINLAL KUMBHARE to 
CHAINLAL vide Affidavit 
dated 04-06-2025 before 
Harmanjeet Bedi Notary 
Pathankot (PB) 

I, Nathi Ram S/o Kundan 
Lal, residing at House No-
507/1, Gali No-1/A,  Near 
CNG Pump Shakti Puram, 
Karnal, Haryana-132001, 
have embraced 
CHRISTIANITY and 
renounced HINDUISM with 
effect from 26.05.2025 and I 
have changed only my 
Religion not my Name. 

I, Smt. Surinderjeet Kaur 
widow of JC-267356K Ex-Nb 
Sub Late Balbir Singh R/o Vill: 
Lubangarh, Po. Khizrabad, 
Distt. SAS Nagar (Punjab) 
hereby declare that my name 
Surinderjit Kaur and date of 
birth 14-03-1966 have been 
recorded in service 
documents of my husband 
which is incorrect. My correct 
name is Surinderjeet Kaur 
and date of birth is 01-01-
1965. Please Note. 

I, Parminder Kumar S/o 
Vijay Inder Kumar Singla R/o 
House No. 1, Sector 6, 
Panchkula, have changed my 
name to Parminder Kumar 
Singla. 

I, Ambika Goyal W/o Sh. 
Shomil Goyal R/o # 51, Near 
Basantar Enclave, Sector-2, 
Panchkula (Haryana) 
declares that I have changed 
my name from Ambika to 
Ambika Goyal. 

I, Vir Bala Arora W/o Sh. 
Pardeep Kumar (D/o Ram Lal 
Uppal) R/o 212, Gandhi 
Colony, Sirsa (Haryana). That 
I have changed my name from 
Vir Bala Arora to Vir Bala, in 
future my name is to be called 
as Vir Bala. 

I Yadwinder Singh S/o 
Sangram Singh, H. No. 3153, 
Block-D, Sector 89, S.A.S. 
Nagar Mohali Punjab have 
changed my name from 
Yadwinder Singh to 
Yadwinder Singh Rana. 

I Anuradha W/o 
Yadwinder Singh Rana H. No. 
3153, Block-D, Sector 89, 
S.A.S. Nagar Mohali Punjab 
have changed my name from 
Anuradha  to Anuradha Rani. 

I, Ifraj Begam W/o Yamil 
Mohamad R/o Village 
Todarpur, Distt Yamuna Nagar 
have changed my name from 
Ifraj Begam to Ifaroj and my 
date of birth change from 
01/01/1967 to 20/06/1965. 

I, Anmol Madan S/o 
Roshan Lal R/o 165, Luxmi 
Garden, Ward No. 20, Near 
ITI, Yamuna Nagar have 
changed my name from 
Anmol Madan to Anmol 
Madaan. 

I, Sukhjinder Singh 
Athwal S/o Kuldeep Singh R/o 
VPO Khera Farm, Jagadhri, 
Distt Yamuna Nagar have 
changed my name from 
Sukhjinder Singh Athwal to 
Sukhjinder Singh. 

I Shiv Raj Paul Gupta 
S/O Chanda Ram R/O # 
N.B.268, Laxmipura 
Jalandhar, Punjab Declare 
That Shiv Raj Paul Gupta And 
Shiv Raj Gupta Pertain The 
Names Of One And Same 
Person 

I, Rano Devi W/O Malkiat 
Singh R/O Vill. Gujjar Katrala, 
Po Sango Katrala, Tehsil 
Mukerian, Distt. Hoshiarpur 
Have Changed My Name 
Rano Devi To Raj Rani 
Concerned Note. 

I Razia Begam W/o Buta 
Khan R/o House No-1375/1 
Mori Gate, Manimajra 
Chandigarh have changed my 
name to  Rajia. 

I Hitherto Known As 
Shahil Yadav S/O Dhawan 
Kumar Residing At 157, 
Rupgarh (99), Distt-Bhiwani, 
Haryana-127021 Have 
Changed My Name And I 
Shall Hereafter Be Known As 
Sahil Yadav. It Is Certified 
That I Have Complied With 
Other Legal Requirements In 
This Connection. 

I, Kamal Parshad S/o 
Leela Dhar R/o H.No. 4540, 
Sector 46-D, Chandigarh 
change my name to Kamal 
Parshad Bartaula. 

I, Palvinder Kaur Malik 
W/o Late Sh. Mohinder Jit 
Singh R/o House No. 1138, 
Sector 21-B, Chandigarh have 
changed my name from 
Palvinder Kaur Malik to 
Palvinder Kaur . Concerned 
please note. 

I, Palvinder Kaur W/o 
Late Sh. Mohinder Jit Singh 
R/o House No. 1138, Sector 
21-B, Chandigarh declare that 
in my Aadhar Card name of 
my husband wrongly 
mentioned as Mohinder Jeet 
Singh. His true and correct 
name is Mohinder Jit Singh. 
Concerned please note. 

म� दलीप कौर प�ी चेतराम 
िनवासी वाड� 4 रितया तहसील 
रितया िजला फतेहाबाद ह�न 
�ान करती �ं िक जमाबंदी 2018-
19 व राशन काड� म� मेरा नाम दलीप 
कौर है जो सही जबिक फैिमली 
आईडी, आधार काड� व वोटर काड� 
म� मेरा नाम दीपो दज� जो ग' है। 
उ* नाम को दलीप कौर दज� िकया 
जाए।    -शपथकार 

I Deepak verma s/o 
Balkishan verma r/o h.no.446 
ward no.19 model town 
panipat declared change my 
son name from Dhruv to 
Dhruv verma and in future my 
son name is Dhruv verma 

I, Vinita Mahajan, wife of 
Rajneesh kumar resident of 
Indra colony, Pathankot here 
by state that my husband has 
changed his name from 
Rajneesh Mahajan to 
Rajneesh Kumar. Ref: 
Aadhaar card. 

I, Mukesh Garg S/o 
Mohan Lal Garg R/o H.No. 
640, Urban Estate -2, Hisar - 
125001 (Haryana) have 
changed my minor daughter's 
name from Mili Garg to Milli 
Garg for all purposes in future. 

I Raja Bhatia s/o Late 
Tarlochan Singh R/O  Hno 
583 Sector 18-B, Chandigarh 
has changed my name from 
Raja Bhatia to Raja Raj 
Brinder Singh. 

I Babu Bhatia w/o 
Tarlochan Singh R/O  H.no 
583 Sector 18-B, Chandigarh 
has changed my name from 
Babu Bhatia to Harinder Kaur. 

I Harinder Kaur Bhatia 
w/o Tarlochan Singh R/O  Hno 
583 Sector 18-B, Chandigarh 
Harinder Kaur Bhatia to 
Harinder Kaur 

I Rajbrinder s/o Late 
Tarlochan Singh R/O  Hno 
583 Sector 18-B, Chandigarh 
has changed my name from 
Rajbrinder Singh to Raja Raj 
Brinder Singh. 

I Dinky d/o bansi lal R/o 
House No 477, Sector 7, 
Karnal Haryana have 
changed my name from Dinky 
to srishthi 

I hitherto known as RANI 
Wife of David Resident of 
House No. 175/2, Guru Teg 
Bahadur Colony Sector 14, 
Kharar, Post Office Kharar, 
District SAS Nagar (Mohali) 
Punjab-140301, India have 
changed my name and shall 
hereafter be known as ALKA 
DAVID . 

I, Neelam Sharma Wife 
of Sh. Rajender Kumar 
Sharma , Resident of Angiras 
Cottage, Kufridhar, Post Office 
Ghanahatti, Tehsil & Distt. 
Shimla, H.P. declare That I 
have changed my name from 
KARUNA SHARMA to 
NEELAM SHARMA. all 
concerned please may note. 

I, Rajender Kumar 
Sharma Son of Sh. Shyam Lal 
Sharma Resident of Angiras 
Cottage, Kufridhar, Post Office 
Ghanahatti, Tehsil & Distt. 
Shimla, H.P. declare That I 
have changed my name from 
RAJENDER KUMAR to 
RAJENDER KUMAR 
SHARMA. all concerned 
please may note. 

I, Rajeev Jindal S/o Sh. 
Mangat Rai Jindal R/o 
H.No.73, Devi Murti Colony, 
Panipat, have changed my 
name from Rajiv Jindal to 
Rajeev Jindal, for all future 
purposes. 

I, Ashwani J Lall S/o Sh. 
J P Lall R/o 1/293, Mathura 
Refinery Nagar, Ronchi 
bangar, Mathura, Uttar 
Pradesh, declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Ashwani John Lall to Ashwani 
J Lall for all future purposes. 

It is for general 
information that I, ANIL S/O 
MAANU RAM residing at 
WARD NUMBER 9, NEAR 
RAILWAY STATION, 
LOHARU (RURAL)(65), 
BHIWANI, HARYANA-127201 
declare that the name of mine 
has been wrongly written as 
ANIL KUMAR in my minor son 
SHIVAM aged 16 years in his 
CBSE CLASS 10th 
EDUCATIONAL 
DOCUMENTS. The actual 
name of mine is ANIL which 
may be amended accordingly. 
It is certified that I have 
complied with other legal 
requirements in this 
connection. 

I Suraj Bhan son of Ram 
Dhan resident of 219 village 
Karhans tehsil Samalkha 
district Panipat. Suraj Bhan 
Sehrawat and Suraj Bhan 
both are names same. In 
future called me suraj Bhan 
and surajbhan sehrawat.  

I Saroj wife of Suraj Bhan 
resident of 787 village 
Karhans tehsil Samalkha 
district Panipat. Saroj and 
Saroj Devi both are names 
same. In future called me 
saroj and saroj devi. 

I, Ram Kumar S/o Som 
Dutt R/o D-16-GP-1183, 
Gobindpuri, Yamuna Nagar, 
Tehsil Jagadhri, Distt. Yamuna 
Nagar -135001, Haryana, 
India declares that I have 
changed my name from Ram 
Kumar to Ram Kumar Tyagi. 

I, Shabnam w/o Bharat 
Bhushan R/o # 737, Mohalla 
Dera Sahib, Manimajra 
Chandigarh have changed my 
name from Shabnam to 
Sapna. 

I Satbir Singh Son Of 
Sheo Narain Residing At 641, 
Near Bishνοι Mandir Village 
Badopal District Fatehabad 
Haryana 125048 Have 
Changed The Name Of My 
Minor Son Harshit Aged 14 
Years And He Shall Hereafter 
Be Known As Harshit Bishnoi. 

I, Anju Rani W/o Anil 
Kumar R/o #106, Near 
Chaupal, Village-Tharu, Distt. 
Sonipat have changed my son 
name from Vishesh to 
Vishesh Pawariya 

I, Shagun D/o Anil Kumar 
R/o #106, Near Chaupal, 
Village-Tharu, Distt. Sonipat 
have changed my name from 
Shagun to Shagun Pawariya 

I, Sudhir Kumar Singh 
S/o Bindeshwar Singh R/o # 
1663, Sector 45B, Chandigarh 
have changed my name to 
Sudhir Kumar. 

I, Manjeet Kaur W/o Anil 
Kumar R/o # 12, Civil 
Hospital, Manimajra, 
Chandigarh have changed my 
name to Manjit. 

I, Sunaina W/o Maninder 
Singh Bedi # 4306, Palsora, 
Sector 56, Chandigarh have 
changed the name of my 
minor son from Rajpreet 
Singh Bedi to Rajveer Singh 
Bedi. 

I, Manish S/o Raj Kumar 
Ray R/o 22, Guru Nanak 
Colony, Dhakauli, SAS Nagar, 
Mohali have changed my 
name to Manish Kumar. 
Manish & Manish Kumar is 
one and the same Person. 

I, Sukhwant Kaur, D/O 
Gurmej Singh, Village 
Cheema Khuddi, District, 
Gurdaspur. My previous first 
name was Sukhwant Kaur but 
from today onwards I am 
changing my name and now 
my first name is Sukhwant 
and last name is Kaur. 

 I Labh Preet Singh S/o  
Mangal Singh R/o Vill: 
Harpura, P.O: Dhandoi Teh. 
Batala Distt. Gurdaspur 
declare that Labh Preet Singh 
is my given name and Khaira 
is Surname. 

I Prince S/o Mangat 
Masih VPO Fateh Nangal 
(Gurdaspur) here by solemnly 
declare that I have changed 
my name Prince to Prince 
Masih. 

I, Chinchu S S W/o 
15678958X CHM SUJITH K J 
R/o KJ NIVAS Therannoor PO 
Pereumpazhuthoor PIN- 
695126, Neyyattinkara 
Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 
has declared that in my 
husband's Army documents 
my Name has been 
erroneously mentioned as 
Chinchu Sujith where as my 
correct name is Chinch S S. 
Kindly note all. Affidavit No 
202526000001379575 dated 
31 may 2025. 

I, Anju Bala W/o Vipan 
Kumar Ohri R/o F2C Mantra, 
Shop No.8, New Booth 
Complex Inner Market, Near 
Petrol Pump Sector-7 C, 
Chandigarh-160019 have 
changed my name to Anju 
Ohri. 

I, Kamaljit Kaur W/o 
Balwinder Singh R/o Village 
Jogar, PO Jhabkra, District 
Gurdaspur, Punjab-143525 
have changed my name to 
Kamaljeet Kaur. 

I, Abhishek S/o Dharam 
Bir R/o 593, Near Radha 
Krishan Mandir, Jakhauli (37), 
Sonipat, Haryana-131023 
have changed my name to 
Abhishek Chauhan. 

I, Satbir Singh S/o 
Gurdyal Singh R/o Village 
Kheri Man Singh, Kheri Man 
Singh (63), Karnal, Haryana-
132041 have changed my 
name to Satbir. 

I, Rajesh alias Rajesh 
Tomar S/o Dayanand R/o 
417/24, West Ram Nagar, Tin 
Nalko Wali Gali, Sonipat, 
Haryana-131001 have 
changed my name to Rajesh 
Tomar. 

I, Karan Singh S/o 
Maktool Singh R/o Vill- 
Jalmana, Teh-Bapoli, Panipat 
declare that my service record 
have changed my wife's name 
Memta Devi to Mamta Devi for 
all future purposes. 

I Parvinder Kaur W/O 
Dara Singh Madra R/O House 
No  599 Sector- 8 Urban 
Estate Ambala City Have 
Changed My Name From 
Parvinder Kaur To Parvinder 
Kaur Madra 

I Dara Singh  S/O 
Surinder Singh Madra  R/O 
House No  599 Sector- 8 
Urban Estate Ambala City 
Have Changed My Name 
From Dara Singh To Dara 
Singh Madra 

I Harjit Kaur W/O 
Deepak Prem R/O H No.123 
A, Gobind Nagar Distt Ambala 
Haryana I  Have Changed My 
Name Harjit Kaur To Harjit 
Kaur Prem. 

I Uma Shanker S/O Ram 
Bhagat R/O Vill. Haibatpur 
Distt Jind Haryana I Have 
Changed My Name From 
Uma Shanker To Uma 
Shankar. 

I Uma Shanker Dhiman 
S/O Ram Bhagat R/O Vill. 
Haibatpur Distt Jind Haryana I 
Have Changed My Name 
From Uma Shanker Dhiman 
To Uma Shankar. 

I Ajay Kumar S/O 
Subhash Chand R/O  295, 
Near D.A.V School Ward No. 
3, Naraingarh Distt Ambala 
Haryana Changed My Name 
To Ajay Piplani. 

I, Sushma Rani W/o 
Sanjay Sharma R/o Ward No. 
09, Kalayat, Tehsil Kalayat, 
Distt. Kaithal (Haryana) 
declares that I have changed 
my name from Sushma to 
Sushma Rani. In future, I will 
be known by the name of 
Sushma Rani. All concerned 
please note.    

I, Kouchaliya Devi wife 
of No.2435630 Hav (Late) 
Hoshnak Singh (Retd) 
resident of Village and PO 
Purika, Tehsil Mukerian, Distt 
Hoshiarpur (Pb) have 
changed my name from 
Kouchaliya Devi to Kaushalya 
Devi and my correct date of 
birth is 01.01.1935. 
Concerned note. 

I, Karanvir S/o Sudesh 
Kumar R/o Village Kort PO 
Patial Distt. Hoshiarpur have 
changed my name to Karanvir 
Sharma. Concerned Note. 

I, Manpreet Kaur W/o 
Harjot Singh R/o Village 
Ramdaspur PO Rupowal 
Distt. Hoshiarpur, Punjab in 
144207 have changed my 
name to Kaur Manpreet. 
Concerned Note 

I, Dharam Pal S/o Late 
Sh. Mohan Lal R/o #73/2, 
Bharat Nagar, Paploha Road, 
Kalka Distt.Panchkula 
(Haryana) declare that my 
correct name is to be read as 
Dharam Pal in all official and 
legal documents & not as 
Dharam Pal Chaudhary. 

I, Amarjeet Kaur Mother 
of No.-15510156A Rank LD 
Name Bhupinder Singh R/o 
Vill. Khanal Kalan, PO Dirba, 
Teh. Sunam, Distt. Sangrur, 
Punjab-148035 have changed 
my name in army record from 
Amarjeet Kaur to Amarjit Kaur 
vide affidavit dated 03-06-
2025 before Session Court 
Hisar. 

I, Deepanshu S/o 
Joginder Singh R/o House 
No. 33 Bishnoi Colony, Hisar, 
Haryana declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Deepanshu to Deepanshu 
Kharb for all future purpose. 

I, Tanisha D/o Joginder 
Singh R/o House No. 33 
Bishnoi Colony, Hisar, 
Haryana declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Tanisha to Tanisha Kharb for 
all future purpose. 

I, Prerna D/o Joginder 
Singh R/o House No. 33 
Bishnoi Colony, Hisar, 
Haryana declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Prerna to Prerna Kharb for all 
future purpose. 

I, Amit Jain S/o 
Swatantar Kumar Jain R/o 
1117, Sector 11/12, N.H.B.C., 
Near Sai Baba Chowk,Tehsil 
and District Panipat,Haryana 
declare that I have changed 
my name from Amit Kumar 
Jain to Amit Jain. I will be 
known by the name of Amit 
Jain in future, to be known, 
note all the related. 

I Heema Devi W/O Sh. 
Puran Chand R/O  Village 
Budam PO Darlaghat Tehsil 
Arki Distt Solan HP declare 
that I have changed my name 
from Heema Devi to Hema 
Devi. All concerned please 
note. 

I Roshani Devi W/O Sh 
Roop Lal R/O village khata 
PO Darlaghat Tehsil Arki Distt 
Solan HP declare that I have 
changed my name from 
Roshani Devi  to Roshni Devi. 
All concerned please note. 

I Sheela W/O Sh Narayan 
Singh R/O village Kalharan 
PO Ghanagughat Tehsil Arki 
Distt Solan HP declare that I 
have changed my name from 
Sheela  to Sila Kumari. All 
concerned please note 

I, Gulshan Kumar S/O 
Gulab Chand R/O 255/10, 
Mohan Nagar, Thanesar, Distt 
Kurukshetra Have Changed 
My Name From Gulshan To 
Gulshan Kumar. 

I, Petitioner Aditya 
Kumar, that in my daughter's 
birth certificate, her name is 
recorded as Bhavika, and her 
parents' names are recorded 
as Kusum and Aditya. I want 
to get the name in my child's 
birth certificate corrected to 
Bhavika Verma from Bhavika, 
mother's name corrected to 
Kusum Lata from Kusum, and 
father's name corrected to 
Aditya Kumar from Aditya. 

I Kiran W/o Vijay panwar 
R/o House no 532, Khatikaan 
paana,Bhiwani HR- 127021 
have changed my old name 
from Kiran to Kiran Panwar. 

I, Simranjeet Kaur W/o 
Gurmeet Singh R/o Dhand, 
PO Dhand, Distt. TranTaran, 
Punjab-143105 have changed 
my name from Simranjeet 
Kaur to Simranjit Kaur. 

I, Kitab Kaur Spouse of 
No. 2842110 Ex Hav Late 
Ram Singh Ram Resident of 
H.No. 909-A/35, Near Sanik 
Park, Janta Colony, Rohtak, 
Haryana Pin. 124001 have 
changed my name Kitab Kaur 
to Kitabo. Affidavit dated 
03/06/2025 District Court 
Rohtak. 

I, Rakesh S/o Sh. 
Parbhati Lal R/o H.No. 
1369/1, Shiv Colony, Rohtak 
Haryana - 124001 declare 
that I have changed my name 
from Rakesh to Rakesh 
Kumar. In future I will be 
known as Rakesh Kumar for 
all purposes. 

I, Budhpreet Singh Son 
of Nirmal Singh residing at 
Village Ali Nangal PO Dugri, 
Ali Nangal, District 
Gurdaspur-143526 Punjab 
have changed the name of my 
minor Daughter Sulakhni 
Preet Kaur Aged 13 Years and 
she shall hereafter be known 
as Mehakpreet Kaur 

I, hitherto Known as Kuljit 
Kaur Wife of Rattan Singh 
Residing at Village Guria Post 
Office Purana Shalla, Tehsil 
and District Gurdaspur -
143530 Punjab have changed 
my name and shall hereafter 
be known as Baljinder Kaur. 

I, Vishal son of Heera Lal 
residing at H.No.6, Gali No.1, 
Sawan Nagar, District 
Amritsar-143001 Punjab have 
changed the name of my 
minor Daughter Annaya Aged 
14 Years and she shall 
hereafter be known as 
Ananya 

I, Baljit Kaur W/o 
Kazalpreet Singh R/o 239, 
Prem Nagar, Meerakot 
Chowk, Ajnala Road, Amritsar 
have changed my name from 
Baljit Kaur to Baljeet Kaur 

I, Amandeep Singh 
Sadeora S/o Harjinder Singh 
R/o H.No.4, L-12/1779, Sant 
Chanan Singh Colony, 
Sultanwind Road Amritsar 
have changed my son’s name 
from Harjashandeep Singh 
Sadeora to Harjashandeep 
Singh 

I, Charn Jeet Singh S/o 
Dheera Singh R/o House 
No.2683, Gali No.3, A-Block 
Dashmesh Nagar Kot Khalsa 
Amritsar have changed my 
name from Charan Jeet Singh 
to Charan Singh. Charan is 
my Given name and Singh is 
my Given name 

I, Dheer Singh S/o Piara 
Singh R/o House No.2683, 
Gali No.3, A-Block Dashmesh 
Nagar Kot Khalsa Amritsar 
have changed my name from 
Dheer Singh to Dheera Singh 

I Seema  W/o Shiv Kumar 
R/o House No 568/416, Near 
Colony, Jandli, Near Govt 
School, Jandli, Ambala 
,Haryana 134003 have 
changed my name from 
Seema to Seema Rani. 

I, Shakuntala Kaushik 
W/o Shiv Kumar Kaushik R/o 
106-D NDC, Patiala Chowk 
Zirakpur (SAS Nagar), Mohali, 
have changed my name to 
Shakuntala Devi. 

I, Bootey Khan  S/o 
Phailoo Khan, Bhaini Kalan, 
Malerkotla, have changed 
name to Buta Khan 

I, Devraj S/o Norata Ram 
R/o  H.No 167 Sahibpura, 
Ambala, have changed my 
name Baldev Singh Alias Dev 
Raj to Dev Raj 

I, hitherto known as 
DIVIJA D/O KULDEEP 
residing at 2021/10 GALI NO-
15 SONIPAT ROAD RAM 
GOPAL COLONY ROHTAK 
HARYANA-124001 have 
changed my name and shall 
hereafter be known as DIVIJA 
BALHARA. 

I, hitherto known as 
DEVKUL S/O KULDEEP 
residing at 2021/10 GALI NO-
15 SONIPAT ROAD RAM 
GOPAL COLONY ROHTAK 
HARYANA-124001 have 
changed my name and shall 
hereafter be known as 
DEVKUL BALHARA. 

I, hitherto known as 
SUDESH W/O KULDEEP 
residing at 2021/10 GALI NO-
15 SONIPAT ROAD RAM 
GOPAL COLONY ROHTAK 
HARYANA-124001 have 
changed my name and shall 
hereafter be known as 
SUDESH BALHARA. 

I Gurdeep Singh Thind 
S/O Arjan Singh R/O Chamb 
Distt. Moga Have Changed 
My Name To Gurdeep Singh. 

I Balkaran Singh Sidhu 
S/O Sarabjit Singh R/O 
Village Malsian Bhaike Tehsil 
Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana Have 
Changed My Name To 
Balkaran Singh. 

I Sukhwinder Singh Brar 
S/O Jagdev Singh R/O Vill. 
Goniana Khurd Distt. 
Bathinda Punjab-151201 
Have Changed My Name To 
Sukhwinder Singh. 

I Rupinder Kaur Brar 
W/O Sukhwinder Singh R/O 
Vill. Goniana Khurd Distt. 
Bathinda Punjab-151201 
Have Changed My Name To 
Rupinder Kaur. 

I Pawandeep W/O Pirtpal 
Sharma R/O Vpo. Bhagta 
Bhai Ka Distt. Bathinda Have 
Changed My Name To 
Pawandeep Sharma. 

I Anju W/O Mukesh 
Kumar R/O H.No.4208 
Dhollan Wala Khu Jagraon 
District Ludhiana Have 
Changed My Name To Anju 
Kaushal. 

I Simranjeet Kaur 
Chumber D/O Chamkaur 
Singh R/O H.No.-C/28 W.No.-
7 Focal Point Moga Have 
Changed My Name To 
Simranjeet Kaur. 

I Mandeep Kumar Uppal 
S/O Parkash Chand R/O Vpo. 
Gehal Distt. Barnala Have 
Changed My Name To 
Mandeep Kumar. 

I Sukhwinder Kaur Sidhu 
W/O Sukhwinder Singh R/O 
Vpo. Rasulpur Malla Tehsil 
Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana Have 
Changed My Name To 
Sukhwinder Kaur. 

I Sukhvinder Singh 
Sidhu S/O Sardara Singh R/O 
Vpo. Rasulpur Malla Tehsil 
Jagraon Distt. Ludhiana Have 
Changed My Name To 
Sukhwinder Singh. 

I Beant Kaur Brar W/O 
Jaspal Singh R/O Vpo. 
Dhurkot Tahli Distt. Moga 
Have Changed My Name To 
Beant Kaur Rai. 

I, Roshani Devi W/o Om 
Parkash Bishnoi R/o H.No. 
45, Rani Bag, Mandi 
Adampur, Hisar 125052 
declare that I have changed 
my name from Roshani Devi 
to Roshni for all future 
purpose. 

I, Om Parkash S/o 
Rajaram R/o H. No. 45, Rani 
Bag, Mandi Adampur, Hisar 
125052 declare that I have 
changed my name from Om 
parkash to Om Parkash 
Bishnoi for all future purpose. 

I Rakesh Kumar S/O 
Gurbax Lal R/O House No 
1720, 2nd Floor, Sector 34-D, 
Chandigarh Do Hereby 
Solemnly Affirm And Declare 
That I Have Changed My 
Name From Rakesh Kumar 
Sharma To Rakesh Kumar 

I, Kamlesh Rani W/O 
Late Sh. Piara Lal R/O Ward 
No. 5, Near Gurudwara, 
Village Rajjipur Po Bcw 
Surajpur Distt. Panchkula 
Declare That Kamlesh Rani 
And Kamala Both Name Is 
One And The Same Person. 

I Habans Singh So Malkit 
Singh R/O Mehlan Distt. 
Sangrur Have Changed My 
Name Is Harbans Singh 

I Chander Kishor S/O 
Govind Ram R/O House No. 
59-A, Durga Colony Rajpura, 
Distt. Patiala Have Changed 
My Name Chander Kishore 

I, Shakuntla Devi Alias 
Harmeet Sethi W/O Raj 
Kumar Sethi R/O Ekta Nagri 
Behind Bishnoi Mandir Nai 
Dabwali Distt Haryana 
125104 Have Changed My 
Name To Harmeet Rani. 

I, Raju Bikram Singh 
Thakur Son Of Sh. Gurcharan 
Singh  Thakur R/O House 
No:1441 Pushpac Society 
Sec.49-B, Chandigarh  Have 
Changed My Name From 
Raju Bikram Thakur To Raju 
Bikram Singh Thakur. 

I, Simranjit Kaur W/O 
Manjit Singh R/O Vpo Baba 
Bakala, Tehsil Baba Bakala, 
Distt. Amritsar, I Have 
Changed My Name To 
Simranjit As Given Name And 
Kaur As Surname. 

I, Sukhraj Kaur Buttar 
W/o Sh. Chamkaur Singh R/o 
Village Sultanpuria Tehsil 
Rania, Distt. Sirsa (Haryana). 
That I have changed my name 
from Sukhraj Kaur Buttar to 
Sukhraj Kaur, in future my 
name is to be called as 
Sukhraj Kaur 

I, Chamkaur Singh 
Buttar S/o Sh. Pritam Singh 
R/o Village Sultanpuria 
Tehsil Rania, Distt. Sirsa 
(Haryana). That I have 
changed my name from 
Chamkaur Singh Buttar to 
Chamkaur Singh , in future 
my name is to be called as 
Chamkaur Singh. 

I, Sandip Singh s/o JC 
No.803564P Sub. Maj. 
(Hony Lt) Jagjit Singh r/o 
215A, Punjabi Bagh 
Extension, Near Curo Mall, 
66 Feet Road Jalandhar-
144001, Punjab have 
changed my name from 
Sandip Singh to Sandeep 
Singh. 

I, Sukhraj S/o Harjinder 
Singh R/o H.No. 351, P.O. 
Jandu Singha, Ghag Patti, 
Jalandhar have changed my 
name from Sukhraj to 
Sukhraj Singh. 

I, Rajiv Alias Madan Lal 
S/o Babu Ram R/o H.No. 
105, New Baldev Nagar, 
Jalandhar have changed my 
name from Rajiv Alias 
Madan Lal to Rajiv. 

I, Veena Alias Kamini 
Sharma W/o Rajiv R/o 
H.No. 105, New Baldev 
Nagar, Jalandhar have 
changed my name from 
Veena Alias Kamini Sharma 
to Kamini Sharma. 

I, Anil Kumar S/o Bal 
Krishan R/o H.No. 87, 
Tanda Road, New 
Vikaspuri, Jalandhar have 
changed my name from Anil 
Kumar to Anil Kumar 
Bansal. 

I, Jyoti Arora W/o 
Parbhu Dyal R/o H.No. 109, 
Moti Nagar, Maqsudan, 
Jalandhar-144008, Punjab 
have changed my name 
from Jyoti Arora to Jyoti 
Bala. 

I, Jyoti D/o Sh. Ramesh 
Sheoran R/o H.No. 1604/16 
Kaushik Nagar Jind Tehsil 
and District Jind Have 
Changed My Name From 
Jyoti To Jyoti Sheoran. 

I, Kamalvir Singh Gill 
S/o Late Barjinder Singh 
Gill R/o House No. 1060, 
Phase-9, Tehsil & District 
SAS Nagar, Mohali, Punjab 
have changed my minor son 
name from Gursimar Singh 
Gill to Gursimar Singh 
Shergill.  

I, Abhaya Krishna J K 
is legally Wife of Service 
No. 15332007H Rank: HAV 
Name: Renjith R Unit: 1 
AER C/o 56 APO, Residing 
at Village Uliyazhathura, 
Post Panthalacode, Taluk 
Thiruvananthapuram, Distt. 
Thiruvananthapuram 
(State) Kerala, Pin- 695028, 
have changed my name 
from Abhaya Renjith to 
Abhaya Krishna J K. 

I, Krishnapriya K V is 
legally Wife of Service No. 
15327389N Rank: HAV 
Name: Ajikumar V residing 
at Village Vengara Post 
Thodiyoor, Taluk 
Karunagapally, Distt. 
Kollam (State) Kerala Pin -
690523, have changed my 
name from Krishna Priya to 
Krishnapriya K V. 

I, Shahnaj W/o Mehar 
Deen R/o 195-F, Ranjit 
Nagar, Seona Road, Patiala 
have changed my name to 
Shahnaz. 

I, Mahesh Luthra S/o 
Sh. Dharam Chand R/o H. 
No. 535/10, Behind The 
Nanki Gurudwara, Sikka 
Colony, Sonipat have 
changed my name from  
Mahesh Kumar to Mahesh 
Luthra for all future 
purposes. 

I, Sambhav Mittal S/o 
Raj Kumar Mittal R/o 
263/17, Near SBI Bank 
Tehsil Pehowa 
Distt.Kurukshetra have 
changed My Name from 
Sambhav Mittal to 
Sambhav. 

I RAJESH KUMAR S/O 
PALA RAM R/o Sarsa(17), 
Kurukshetra, Haryana-
136128 declare that the 
name of mine and my wife 
has been wrongly written as 
RAJESH MALIK and 
KARAMJIT in my minor 
daughter JANVI aged 15 
years in her 10th Class 
Certificate. The actual name 
of mine and my wife is 
RAJESH KUMAR and 
KARAMJIT KAUR. 

I, Monika Gaba W/o 
Kuldeep Khanna 
Vill.Usmanpur, Pehowa, 
Kurukshetra have changed 
my name Monika. 

I, Karan Singh S/o 
Suba Singh Vill.Teukar, 
Kurukshetra have changed 
my name Karan. 

I, Devinder Kumar S/O 
Swaran Parkash Vill. 
Udarsi, Kurukshetra, have 
changed my name 
Devender Kumar. 

I, Davinder Kumar S/o 
Mohan Lal R/o Nand Clony 
No.2, Pehowa, Kurukshetra 
have changed my Minor 
Son Name Sanyam to 
Sanyam Manchanda. 
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H
aryana Chief Minister Nayab Singh
Saini has stated that the state govern-
ment has created a favorable and

robust industrial environment to promote
industries in Haryana and as a result, the state
has emerged as the preferred destination for
industries and companies not only at the
national level but also internationally.

Addressing the representatives of the
PHD Chamber of Commerce and Industry
at his residence, in which prominent indus-
trialists from Haryana, Punjab, Himachal
Pradesh, and Delhi were present, the Chief
Minister urged them to establish their indus-
trial units in Haryana and actively contribute
to the state’s progress and development.

Saini emphasized that for industrial devel-
opment in any state, it is essential to have
robust road, rail, air connectivity, and other
infrastructure facilities and expressed pride
that Haryana offers all these facilities in accor-
dance with the needs of the industries. "Today,
major companies from various sectors are
establishing their units in the state, thereby
boosting Haryana’s industrial growth," he said.

He stated that the government has imple-
mented several reforms to strengthen direct
communication between the government and
industrialists and to create a more favorable
environment for industries, adding that

moving beyond the single window system,
a single roof system has been introduced,
which sets a fixed time frame for every ser-
vice. The process for obtaining NOCs from
various departments has been simplified, with
a minimum turnaround time of 15 days and
a maximum of 45 days.

Saini stated that, as Finance Minister, he
has made several announcements to promote
industrial development and startups in the
Haryana Budget for the year 2025-26 and
mentioned that plans are underway to
develop 10 new Industrial Model Townships
(IMTs) in the state. Additionally, efforts are
being made to strengthen the startup ecosys-
tem to support budding entrepreneurs. To
encourage research and development as well
as private investment, the government is cre-
ating a Fund of Funds.

He stated that the Department of Future
has been established to promote emerging
technologies and innovations, adding that to
realize the vision of an inclusive budget, he
conducted pre-budget consultations with
people from various sections of society and
invited their suggestions. In this process, he
also engaged with industrialists and startups
to understand their experiences and gather
their input. The Chief Minister affirmed that
the valuable suggestions received from
industrialists and startups have been incor-
porated into the budget.

Saini said the State Government’s vision for
a Developed Haryana by 2047, which
includes adding new sectors to enhance
Haryana’s contribution to India’s economy,
aligns with Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s
goal of a Developed India. He emphasized
that the target is to transform Haryana into
a 1 trillion dollar economy by 2047. Achieving
this goal requires the active participation of
all sectors, including industry, he added.

On this occasion, Saini also unveiled the
white paper on ‘Haryana: Gateway to
Northern India’s Industrial Transformation’
and ‘Traditional Craft of Haryana on Global
Runway’ and also invited suggestions from
prominent industrialists present and assured
them of all possible support from the State
Government to promote industrial growth.
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In another meeting, Saini said that to pre-
serve the heritage of the Gurus and to dis-
seminate their life philosophies and ideals
among the masses, the work of the Sikh
Museum and the Sant Shiromani Guru
Ravidas Museum in Kurukshetra must be
completed within the stipulated timeframe.
This would enable future generations to draw
inspiration from the Gurus and contribute
meaningfully to nation-building.

Chairing a meeting on Wednesday to
review the progress of the Sikh Museum and
Guru Ravidas Museum in Kurukshetra, he
instructed that the Sikh Museum be designed
to provide a comprehensive overview of Sikh
history, culture, and the contributions of the
Gurus. He said that the museum must include
detailed information about all places in
Haryana visited by the Sikh Gurus, enabling
the people of the state, especially the younger
generation, to learn about the spiritual,
social, and historical legacy of the Gurus. He
said that the museum should realistically
depict the historic battles fought by the Sikh
Gurus against Mughal oppression, highlight-
ing their efforts to protect religion, uphold
justice, and establish human values. This por-
trayal would ensure that their sacrifice and
struggle continue to inspire future genera-
tions. To ensure the authenticity and quali-
ty of the museum's content, the Chief
Minister suggested the formation of an
expert committee. This committee should
also comprise experienced historians, profes-
sors from reputed universities and scholars
associated with the Sahitya Akademi.

The Chief Minister said that the 350th
Shahidi Diwas of Shri Guru Tegh Bahadur
is being observed in the month of November,
this year and preparations should begin
immediately to celebrate this auspicious
occasion on a grand scale with dignity and
reverence. The event should not only be his-
torically memorable but also effectively con-
vey the timeless message of sacrifice and mar-
tyrdom of the Sikh Gurus to all sections of
society. He urged that seminars, yatras and
other commemorative activities be organized
across the state to foster a deep connection
between the community and the legacy of the
Gurus’ sacrifice.
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L
eader of Opposition in Lok Sabha
and Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Wednesday held a meeting with
senior party leaders from Haryana,

and the All India Congress Committee
(AICC) and Pradesh Congress Committee
(PCC) observers here as part of an organi-
sation rejuvenation campaign.

With the party's Haryana unit plagued by
factionalism in the past, Gandhi's clear mes-
sage was that when it comes to any work for
the party, no "gutbazi" (factionalism) should
come in the way and if any complaint comes,
action will be taken. While addressing a
meeting of the appointed observers, Gandhi
stressed the need to nurture promising, ide-
ologically committed leadership across all
districts of the state.

The Congress, which has been out of
power in Haryana for over a decade, has not
had a formal organisational structure in the
state for the past 11 years and Gandhi's visit
was to set the process in motion as the party
begins revamping the state unit.

Gandhi reached the Haryana Pradesh
Congress Committee (HPCC) headquarters
here at noon, half an hour after he reached
the airport, as part of the party's 'Sangathan
Srijan Abhiyan'.  During his two-and-a-half-
hour stay, Gandhi held a meeting with the
party's senior leaders, with over 20 of them
taking part. It was followed by another meet-
ing with AICC and PCC observers. After
this, he also held one more meeting with
AICC observers separately.

Briefing reporters in the evening, Congress

leader in-charge of party's Haryana affairs,
B K Hariprasad, said Gandhi gave a clear
message which is to strengthen the Congress.
It was also felt that factionalism in the state
unit had delayed the appointment process
of District Congress Committee (DCC) pres-
idents, Hariprasad said.  There is no objec-
tion to who is part of which group but no
"gutbaazi" (factionalism) should come in the
way when it comes to any work for the party
and action will be taken if any complaint
comes, Gandhi said during his meetings,
Hariprasad told reporters.

Former chief minister Bhupinder Singh
Hooda, party's state unit chief Udai Bhan,
some former HPCC chiefs including
Birender Singh, general secretary Kumari
Selja and senior leaders Randeep Singh
Surjewala, Ajay Singh Yadav, MP Deepender
Singh Hooda and Ashok Tanwar were

among those
present at the
meeting with
senior leaders.
These senior
Congress lead-
ers gave sugges-
tions pertaining
to the reorgani-
sation of the
party unit and
how DCC and
the Congress in
Haryana can be
strengthened,
party leaders
said.

Gandhi later
met with the

AICC and PCC observers as the party's
Haryana unit is set to start the process of
putting the organisational cadre in place.
Later, the Congress leader also separately met
the AICC observers, one each of those
appointed for the 22 districts in the state
along with the 69 PCC observers. The party
has appointed observers for the process of
appointing the DCC presidents in Haryana.

Hariprasad said after June 10, the AICC
and PCC observers will visit the respective
districts as part of the process to appoint
DCC chiefs and recommend a panel of six
names from each district. "We have released
a format for the applications which we have
sought for DCC presidents... He or she
should be an active member of the party for
a minimum of five years and should be com-
mitted to Congress ideology," he said.  He
said adequate representation will be given to

people from SC/ST, OBC categories and
women in the appointments of DCC chiefs.

Once the DCC chiefs are appointed, other
appointments in the party state unit will fol-
low, he said.  Asked if the October 2024
assembly poll results in which the Congress
failed to wrest power from the BJP for the
third time in a row, Hariprasad said
Gandhi's visit was to set in motion organ-
isational structure-related process. However,
one thing which came up was that the party's
narrow loss in the assembly polls was also
due to the lack of organisational structure,
he said.

Speaking to reporters after Wednesday's
meeting, senior leader and former Union
minister Birender Singh said the Congress
lacked an organisational structure in Haryana
for the past 11 years. He said the party will
get further strengthened when its full organ-
isational structure is ready in Haryana.
Replying to a question that the Congress in
Haryana has in the past witnessed infight-
ing, Singh said, "Everyone is united."

Amit Sihag, who took part in the meet-
ing of the observers, told reporters later that
the Congress leadership is trying to build an
energetic organisation and added that the
party's senior leaders will play a role in this.
"Soon, you will see a strong organisation of
our party in Haryana," Sihag said, adding this
process will be completed in a time-bound
manner.

Earlier, Gandhi was given a warm wel-
come by the party leaders upon his arrival
at the airport. Gandhi had on Tuesday vis-
ited Bhopal as part of the 'Sangathan
Srijan Abhiyan' (organisation rejuvenation
campaign).
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H
imachal Chief Minister Sukhvinder
Singh Sukhu on Wednesday said that
to save the environment and take

essential measures for this, the present
Congress government has set the target of
making Himachal Pradesh a green energy
state by 31 March 2026 and we are heading
towards achieving this goal.

"We have introduced electric vehicles and
around 350 e-buses are going to be launched
soon in HRTC and its entire fleet will be
replaced by e-vehicles. Himachal would soon
be pioneering in the production of 'Green
Hydrogen', paving the way for rest of the
country," he said as he honoured the win-
ners of Science Quiz, Mathematical
Olympiad, Innovative Science Model,
Science Skill, Essay Writing and Slogan
Writing competitions during the closing cer-
emony of the two-day 32nd  Himachal
Pradesh State Level Children's Science
Congress organized at Government College
Dhaliara in Kangra district. About 600 child
scientists and teachers from 12 districts par-
ticipated in this programme.

For the promotion of science among the
children, an amount of two crores was being
received from the Central Government, but
now that amount has been stopped. However
the State Government assured that funds
should not be a constraint for such pro-
grammes and made the funds available for
Children's Science Congress. "I can see that
the children seem to be confident enough
and ready to accept future challenges and this
thought is being instilled in them by their
teachers who were equally contributing in
shaping the future of children", he said.

The Chief Minister said that tough deci-
sions were being taken in the interest of the
State to strengthen its economy. He claimed
that the Government has earned addition-

al revenue of Rs. 3000 crore in just two years
by maintaining financial discipline. Sukhu
said that the state government was making
efforts to bring about major improvements
education sector and by next year, CBSE pat-
tern in 100 government schools will be
implemented.
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Chief Minister Sukhu on Wednesday also
inaugurated an integrated command, con-
trol and crime response centre in
Dharamshala. The state-of-the-art ‘Chakshu
Chakra’ centre, developed under the Smart
City Mission, is located at the Superintendent
of Police Office, Dharamshala. Briefing the
CM during the virtual inauguration, Kangra
Superintendent of Police Shalini Agnihotri
highlighted the key features of the project and
said that a total of 229 CCTV cameras have
been strategically installed at 89 vital loca-
tions across the city.

Of these, seven locations are equipped
with specialised cameras under the Intelligent
Traffic Management System (ITMS) to
enhance traffic control and ensure public
safety. Developed at a cost of Rs 2.72 crore,
the centre will serve as a centralised hub for
urban surveillance, coordination, and rapid
response.  It is expected to significantly bol-
ster urban governance, facilitate real-time
monitoring, and improve the efficiency of
public service delivery.

In the future, all surveillance systems
across Kangra district will be integrated with
this central server, enabling seamless and
comprehensive monitoring, officials said. The
initiative reflects the state government's com-
mitment to leveraging technology for
smarter, safer, and more responsive urban
management. Chakshu Chakra is poised to
be a transformative step toward making
Dharamshala a more secure, organised, and
modern urban center, they added.
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I
n a major push towards promoting ease
of doing business, the Punjab Cabinet on
Wednesday approved sweeping amend-

ments to the Punjab Shops and Commercial
Establishments Act, 1958, aimed at drastical-
ly reducing compliance burdens on 95 per-
cent of small businesses and shielding shop-
keepers from the long-standing “Inspector
Raj”.

The Chief Minister, addressing the media
after the Cabinet meeting for the third con-
secutive day, announced that the reform will
significantly benefit lakhs of shopkeepers,
who constitute nearly 85 percent of all traders
in the state — by freeing them from routine
inspections and archaic paperwork. “Our
intention is to empower shopkeepers, not to
harass them. These changes will dismantle
the Inspector Raj and instill a culture of trust,”
said Mann.

The key highlights of the government’s
landmark labour reforms include a sweep-
ing exemption for small establishments
employing up to 20 workers from all provi-
sions of the Act, aimed at reducing compli-
ance burdens on 95 percent of businesses. For
larger establishments, a streamlined registra-
tion process with deemed approval within 24
hours has been introduced to enhance ease
of doing business.

Penalties have been rationalized significant-
ly, increasing the minimum and maximum
fines to Rs 1,000 and Rs 30,000 respectively,
while the permissible overtime limit has been
tripled from 50 to 144 hours per quarter, with
mandatory double wages for work beyond
nine hours a day or 48 hours a week — strik-
ing a balance between operational flexibili-
ty and fair worker compensation.

As per the reforms, all establishments

employing up to 20 workers will now be
exempt from all provisions of the Act. These
businesses will no longer require formal reg-
istration but must submit basic information
to the Labour Department within six months
of starting operations or from the Act’s
enforcement.

For establishments employing more than
20 workers, the registration process has been
simplified. Applications will be deemed
approved within 24 hours if no response is
received. Any registration errors can later be
rectified, and approvals will be auto-grant-
ed if delayed beyond the deadline.

In a significant shift from token penalties
to meaningful deterrents, fines have been
revised from a range of Rs 25-100 to Rs 1,000-
30,000. Despite the increase, the government
assured that this move is meant to encour-
age compliance, not penalize small business-
es unjustly.

Acknowledging the demands of modern
retail operations, the permissible overtime
limit has been tripled from 50 hours to 144
hours per quarter. The daily spread-over peri-
od has also been extended to 12 hours, includ-
ing rest intervals. However, any work exceed-
ing nine hours a day or 48 hours a week will
mandatorily attract double wages.

Mann asserted, “This ensures that while
businesses have operational flexibility, work-
er rights and fair compensation are protect-
ed.” The reforms bring a progressive shift by
decriminalizing offences under the Act. A
new Section 26A introduces a compound-
ing mechanism — eliminating the need for
court appearances. Penalties will now be
payable at the Assistant Labour
Commissioner level, with clear violation-wise
fee structures to be published.

Moreover, a three-month grace period will
be allowed between the first and second (or
subsequent) violations, providing business-

es an opportunity to rectify issues without
ssfacing immediate prosecution.

The amended Act will apply to a wide spec-
trum of establishments, including shops, sales
depots, storerooms, godowns, offices, banks,
warehouses, restaurants, entertainment
venues, mechanical workshops, and auto
repair outlets. Inspections, if needed, will be
limited to once every three months.
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A
widely followed Punjabi YouTuber
with over 1.1 million subscribers has
landed at the heart of a major espi-

onage scandal, exposing an alarming nexus
between social media influencers and
Pakistan’s intelligence network. Jasbir Singh,
the face behind the travel vlog channel “Jaan
Mahal”, has been arrested by the State
Special Operations Cell (SSOC), Mohali, on
Tuesday for allegedly acting as a conduit in
a terror-backed spy ring. With links to
expelled Pakistani diplomats, ISI handlers,
and a previously arrested Haryana-based
“spy” Jyoti Malhotra, Jasbir’s arrest has
peeled back the curtain on a dangerous
fusion of digital stardom and anti-national
activity.

In his 30s, Jasbir, from Mahlan village in
Rupnagar district, is the eighth individual
arrested in Punjab for spying activities
allegedly linked to Pakistan’s Inter-Services
Intelligence (ISI).

The arrest comes just a day after a Tarn
Taran resident Gagandeep Singh, reported-
ly being in close contact with Pak-based
Khalistani sympathizer Gopal Singh Chawla,
was arrested for allegedly leaking classified
critical information related to the Indian
Army’s movements during the high-stakes
Operation Sindoor.

Jasbir’s arrest also assumed significance as
he is the second YouTuber after the appre-
hension of Haryana-based YouTuber Jyoti
Malhotra on similar charges. Both content
creators are now believed to be part of a larg-

er terror-backed espionage ring involving for-
eign operatives and expelled officials from the
Pakistani High Commission.

Punjab Director General of Police (DGP)
Gaurav Yadav said that Jasbir’s arrest followed
detailed surveillance and intelligence gath-
ering, particularly after Malhotra’s arrest trig-
gered red flags about Jasbir’s connections. The
investigation revealed that Jasbir was in reg-
ular contact with Shakir alias Jutt Randhawa
— a Pakistani-origin individual (PIO)
believed to be a key operative in the ISI-sup-
ported espionage network.

Moreover, Jasbir is said to have maintained
communication with Ehsan-ur-Rahim alias
Danish — a Pakistani national who was ear-
lier expelled from the Pakistani High
Commission in India on charges of espionage.
Danish, according to intelligence officials,
extended an invitation to Jasbir to attend the
Pakistan National Day celebrations held in
Delhi in 2024. During this high-profile
event, Jasbir reportedly met Pakistani Army
officials and vloggers believed to have intel-
ligence affiliations.

Incriminating digital evidence has also
emerged during the probe. Jasbir’s electron-
ic devices, including his phone and laptop,
were seized by the SSOC. Initial forensic
analysis revealed multiple Pakistan-based
contacts, deleted data trails, and encrypted
communications. Police officials confirmed
that Jasbir tried to wipe clean his digital foot-
print after Malhotra’s arrest, presumably to
avoid detection and dissociate himself from
the network.

“After Jyoti Malhotra’s arrest, Jasbir attempt-
ed to erase all traces of his communications

with these foreign intelligence operatives.
However, our cybercrime team has recovered
vital leads. A case has been registered at
SSOC, Mohali, and the devices are undergo-
ing detailed forensic examination,” said
DGP Yadav.

Adding to the gravity of the case, the police
have confirmed that Jasbir visited Pakistan
not once, but thrice — in 2020, 2021, and
most recently in 2024. Each visit, now
under close scrutiny, allegedly involved
interactions with influential Pakistani person-
alities. One such visit was documented in a

YouTube vlog, where Jasbir is seen entering
Pakistan via the Attari-Wagah border and
exploring Lahore’s streets while praising
Pakistan’s “beauty and hospitality”. Another
video showcased a young Indian woman’s
travel experience in Pakistan, produced by
Jasbir.

In a separate vlog, Jabir claimed that he
received “VIP treatment” in Pakistan, where
fans warmly welcomed him. His travel con-
tent, while appearing apolitical on the sur-
face, is now being examined for subtle nar-
ratives or imagery potentially used for pro-

paganda purposes.
Jasbir was presented before a Mohali court

on Wednesday, where the police sought a
seven-day remand for detailed interrogation.
The court granted a three-day police remand.

Jasbir’s lawyer Madhav Shukla has dis-
missed the allegations as “baseless” and
accused the authorities of targeting Jasbir
without concrete proof. “There’s nothing on
record so far that justifies such serious charges.
His career has been completely ruined by
these accusations,” Shukla said, adding that
espionage charges like these are more seri-
ous than even charges under Sections 302
(murder) and 307 (attempt to murder).

Reacting to the arrest, Punjab Chief
Minister Bhagwant Mann said that the mat-
ter is being jointly investigated by central
agencies and state intelligence units. “Some
people fall into the trap of foreign handlers
out of greed or vanity. If the Centre provides
a list of such suspects, we will carry out an
exhaustive probe,” Mann said while empha-
sizing the need to remain vigilant about dig-
ital content creators with transnational links.

Jasbir’s arrest marks the deepening concern
over the use of digital platforms like YouTube
to foster cross-border links under the guise
of content creation. His growing popularity,
massive subscriber base, and frequent trav-
els abroad made him an ideal candidate for
exploitation by foreign handlers. Intelligence
officials maintained that espionage net-
works today are no longer confined to
embassies and official documents — they
now infiltrate social media, influencing nar-
ratives, collecting sensitive visual data, and
grooming agents for psychological operations.
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Chandigarh: A fierce political slugfest
erupted on Wednesday between the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) after Punjab Chief Minister
Bhagwant Mann continued his scathing
attack on the saffron party over ‘Operation
Sindoor’ and its alleged “politicization” of
national security issues, sparking outrage
among BJP leaders who accused him of “dis-
respecting” the sentiments of widows of mar-
tyrs and aligning with Pakistan’s narrative.
Mann’s controversial remarks came a day after
he accused the BJP of seeking votes in the
name of “sindoor” — traditionally a symbol
of marriage — and mocked the party by ques-
tioning whether it had launched a “one nation,
one husband” scheme. “If they come to your
house with sindoor, will you apply it in the
name of Modi?” Mann had asked on
Tuesday, ridiculing the BJP’s symbolic cam-
paign around Operation Sindoor, which
reportedly involved delivering sindoor to
households as a tribute to the martyrs of the
Pahalgam terror attack.
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Punjab Police and intelligence agencies

have intensified their crackdown on espi-
onage networks, arresting eight individuals
in just over a month for alleged links with
Pak’s ISI and Khalistani elements. Here’s a
snapshot of the key arrests:
p April 29 – Bathinda: Sunil Kumar, a

cobbler near Bathinda Cantonment,
arrested after chats with a Pakistani
woman spy were found on his phone

p May 4 – Amritsar: Palak Sher Masih
and Suraj Masih held for leaking sen-
sitive Indian Army intel to Pakistan.
Arrests made with intelligence agency
coordination

p May 11 – Malerkotla: Ghazala Khatun
and Yameen Mohammad came in
contact with Pakistani agents while
seeking visas. Khatun had visited the
Pakistan High Commission in Delhi

p May 13 – Bathinda: Raqeeb, a tailor
working inside the Bathinda Army

Cantonment and native of Roorkee
(Uttarakhand), arrested for allegedly
leaking classified military information.

p May 15 – Gurdaspur: Sukhpreet Singh
(Addiyan village) and Karanbir Singh
(Chandu Wala village) arrested for
allegedly leaking inputs related to
“Operation Sindoor”. Three mobile
phones and eight live cartridges seized.

p June 3 – Tarn Taran: Gagandeep
Singh, resident of Mohalla Rodupur in
Tarn Taran, arrested for sharing oper-
ational details related to “Operation
Sindoor” with ISI and Khalistani han-
dlers based in Pakistan

p June 4 – Rupnagar: Jasbir Singh,
YouTuber with 1M+ subscribers, arrest-
ed for spying and links with ISI oper-
atives. Attended Pak National Day, vis-
ited Pakistan thrice, tried deleting data
after Jyoti Malhotra’s arrest. Devices sent
for forensic analysis
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. Exemption from all provisions for

establishments with up to 20 work-
ers

. Deemed registration approval with-
in 24 hours for larger establishments

. Penalties revised from Rs 25 - Rs 100
to Rs 1,000 – Rs 30,000

. Overtime limit increased from 50 to
144 hours per quarter

. Double pay mandated for work
beyond nine hours/day or 48
hours/week

. New Section 26A allows compound-
ing of offences to avoid court visits

. Three-month grace period provided
between violations

. Reforms apply to shops, banks,
warehouses, restaurants, and work-
shops

. Existing labour law protections for
workers remain unchanged

. Digital compliance portal to be
launched for easy registration and
payments

. Amendments to be tabled in upcom-
ing Assembly session

. Stakeholder consultations to be con-
ducted before final rollout
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CORRIGENDUM 
Public Notice published in the Newspapers on dated 17-05-2025 in 
which SR. No.26646 was published wrong. Please read and treat 
the Sr. No.426646 rest remains unchanged in R/o D.U. No.106, 
Sec-55, Chd. 

Secretary, 
Chandigarh Housing Board, 

Chandigarh 

CHANDIGARH HOUSING BOARD  
8, Jan Marg, Sector 9-D, Chandigarh 
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IN THE COURT OF  
MS. NEELAM,  

Judicial Magistrate Ist Class, 
Amritsar.  

NACT/1346/2023 
CNR No.:PBAS030069182023 
Next Date:-07-07-2025 
M/S GAURI TRAVELS SITUATED 
AT OPP. ADARSH MODEL 
SCHOOL, GURU BAZAR, 
CHOWK PASSIAN AMRITSAR 
THROUGH ITS PROP SH. 
KUNWAR ARORA S/0 LATE SH. 
KAMAL KISHORE ARORA R/O 
H.NO. 993, GALI MAICHI WALL, 
GURU BAZAR, AMRITSAR 

...Complainant 
V/S 

M/S DELICIOUS DRIVE 
U/S 138 NEGOTIABLE 
INSTRUMENTS ACT  
NOTICE TO: 1. M/S DELICIOUS 
DRIVE IN SITUATED AT DATTA 
BHAU VADAPAV, FEROZ 
GANDHI MARKET, JILLA 
KACHERI AREA, MODEL GRAM, 
LUDHIANA THROUGH ITS PROP 
SMT. LEEZA BAGGA 2. SMT 
LEEZA BAGGA PROP OF M/S 
DELICIOUS DRIVE IN R/O B-3, 
2ND FLOOR, GURU AMAR DASS 
NAGAR, NEAR LODHI CLUB 
LUDHIANA-141012 

….Accused. 
Whereas complaint has been made 
before me that the above said accused 
has committed (or) suspected to have 
committed the offence punishable 
under section 138 or Negotiable 
Instrument Act and it has been 
returned to warrant of arrest thereupon 
issued that the said accused cannot by 
found and whereas it has been shown 
to my satisfaction that the said 
accused has absconded (or is 
concealing himself to avoid the service 
of the said warrant).  
Proclamation is hereby made that 
the said accused is required to 
appear before this Court (or before 
me) to answer the said complaint on 
07-07-2025 
For details logon to 
https://highcourtchd.gov.in/?trs=
district_notice & district= 
Amritsar 

Judicial Magistrate Ist Class,  
Amritsar 

COURT NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE 
I, Jitender Kumar S/o sh. Deshraj r/o 
vill.kishanpura Distt.yamunanagar 
135021(Haryana), hereby declare that I 
have lost my sale deed bearing number 
676, somewhere yamunanagar. I have also 
lodged a report regarding the loss of the 
said property document, bearing report 
number 132400102500523 I am in the pro-
cess of availing a loan from IndusInd Bank. 
If anyone has any objection regarding the 
same, they may file their objection within 7 
days from the date of this notice. If anyone 
happens to find the document, kindly inform 
me at the above-mentioned address or 
contact me at 09813931334. Anyone 
found misusing this document will be held 
solely responsible for the consequences. 

Public Notice 
I, Sarika W/o Vipan Juneja R/o 30-B, Green 
Garden Avenue, Urban Estate, Phase-II, 
 Jalandhar. Affirming that I have lost Original 
Sale Deed bearing No.806 dated 08.05.2014 
on 02.06.2025 anywhere at G.T.B Nagar in my 
 favour of the property situated at Abadi 
 Sidharth Nagar (Deol Nagar) Village Boot 
Tehsil and Distt. Jalandhar of the 
Property/House measuring 11 Marla 105 Sq.Ft 
comprised in Khasra No.86 Min, 86 Min, 33 Min, 
34 Min, 32 Min, 33 Min, 34 Min. I have lodged 
the complaint G.D No.019 Dated 04.06.2025 at 
P.S. Div. No.7 Jalandhar. Though if any person 
found or any objection regarding the same.  
kindly contact me Sarika Mob:78887-20155.  

I, Smt Gurmeet Kaur 
W/o No-14372437Y EX Gnr 
Late Daljeet Singh  R/o 
Village- Kharal, PO. Tehsil & 
Distt. Gurdaspur (PB)-
143521 have changed my 
name from Gurmit Kaur to 
Gurmeet Kaur due to wrongly 
mentioned in army service 
records of my above 
mentioned husband Vide E-
stamp No (Affidavit No) 
IN-PB36384726522743X 
date 20/05/2025 produced 
before Notary Public, 
Gurdaspur. Please Note all 
concerned. 

I Bhole vikas jagannath 
son of jagannath shankar 
bhole R/o Quarter No 564B, 
Sector 46, Chandigarh have 
changed my minor son name 
from Jivanshu Vikas Bhole to 
Jivansh Vikas Bhole. 

I, Balbir Kaur W/O 
Sukhdev Singh R/O 1351, 
Dana Mandi Back Side 
Nakodar, Distt. Jalandhar 
Have Changed My Name 
From Balbir Kaur To Balvir 
Kaur. All Concerned Please 
Note. 

I, Parminder Singh S/O 
Sukhwinder Singh R/O Vill. 
Nawan Pind Panj Khadal, Po. 
Bal Purian, Teh. Batala, 
Gurdaspur Have Changed 
My Name To Singh As 
Surname And Parminder As 
Givenname. 

I, Amritpal Singh S/O 
Harpal Singh R/O Vill- Kotli 
Shahpur, Po- Hayat Nagar, 
Distt- Gurdaspur Pin-143521, 
Punjab. My Name Change 
Amritpal Singh To Singh 
Amritpal. 

I, Harpreet Singh S/O 
Roop Singh R/O Vill- Jhawar, 
Po- Jiwanwal Babri, Distt- 
Gurdaspur Pin-143520, 
Punjab. My Name Change 
Harpreet Singh To Singh 
Harpreet. 

I, No. 3357472 Ex Nk 
Jagir Singh resident of VPO - 
Mirthal, Tehsil and Distt 
Pathankot (Punjab), have 
changed name of my wife 
from GURMIT KAUR to 
GURMEET KOUR vide 
Affidavit No IN-
PB41513087909504X dated 
04-06-2025 before Executive 
Magistrate Pathankot 
(Punjab). 

I, Bhogan Bharmu 
Bhomani Father of 
No.2808974F L/NK Bhogan 
Vasant Bharamu resident of 
Village- Devarwadi, Post- 
Shinoli, Tehsil- Chandgad, 
District- Kolhapur, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-416507, 
have changed my name & 
DOB from Bhogan Bharmu 
Bhomani to Bharamu 
Bhomani Bhogan and date of 
birth from 30 Sep 1963 to 01 
Jan 1960 Vide affidavit 
No.IN-PB36689736122256X 
dated 20 May 2025 before 
notary public Pathankot 

I, Mallava Bharmu 
Mother of No.2808974F L/NK 
Bhogan Vasant Bharamu 
resident of Village- 
Devarwadi, Post- Shinoli, 
Tehsil- Chandgad, District- 
Kolhapur, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-416507, 
have changed my name & 
DOB from Mallava Bharmu to 
Mallavva Bharmu Bhogan 
and date of birth from 30 Sep 
1970 tto 01 Jan 1966 Vide 
affidavit No.IN-
PB36691214431692X dated 
20 May 2025 before notary 
public Pathankot 

I, Rohit Chhetri Father 
of No.13776195W Hav 
Bhupan Chettri resident of 
Village- Chhibo Busty 
Chilisha, Post- Kalimpong, 
Tehsil- Kalimpong, District- 
Darjeeling, State- West 
Bengal, Pin-734301, have 
changed my name & DOB 
from Rohit Chettri to Rohit 
Chhetri and date of birth from 
01 April 1965 to 28 Feb 1964 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB41412139948234X dated 
03 May 2025 before notary 
public Pathankot 

I, Meena Chettri Mother 
of No.13776195W Hav 
Bhupan Chettri resident of 
Village- Chhibo Busty 
Chilisha, Post- Kalimpong, 
Tehsil- Kalimpong, District- 
Darjeeling, State- West 
Bengal, Pin-734301, have 
changed my name & DOB 
from Mena Chettri to Meena 
Chettri and date of birth from 
05 May 1967 to 15 Sep 1967 
Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB41412418593415X dated 
03 May 2025 before notary 
public Pathankot 

I, Paithankar Chahabai 
Runza Mother of 
No.2809269P L/NK 
Paithankar Ravindra Runza 
resident of Village- Patoda, 
Post- Patoda, Tehsil- Yeola, 
District- Nashik, State- 
Maharashtra, Pin-423401, 
have changed my DOB from 
11 March 1962 to 01 Jan 
1959 Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB41700430600303X dated 
04 June 2025 before notary 
public Pathankot 

I, Chitaranjan Prasad 
Ratre resident of Village- 
Jora, Post- Junwani, Tehsil- 
Bilaigarh, District- Baloda 
Bazar, State- Chhattisgarh, 
Pin-493222, have changed 
my son name from Manish 
Kumar Ratre to Maneesh 
Ratre Vide affidavit No.IN-
PB40961471848899X dated 
02 June 2025 before notary 
public Pathankot 

I, Pushpa Sinha w/o Sh. 
Kumar Prabhakar, R/o House 
No. D5/21 SF, DLF Valley, 
Pinjore, Kalka Urban 
Complex, Sector-3, 
Panchkula, Haryana declare 
that I have changed my name 
from Kumari Puspa Singha to 
Pushpa Sinha. 

I, K POONGODI am 
legally Wedded Spouse of 
Army No: 15326153M Rank: 
Hav Name- D Koodalingam 
Presently Posted At Unit: 
CME, Pune Maharashtra-
411031 Permanent Address: 
4/118A, South Street, 
Avudaiyapuram, VTC: 
Avudaiyapuram, PO: 
Avudayapuram, State: Tamil 
Nadu, Sub District: 
Virudhunagar, District: 
Virudhunagar, State: Tamil 
Nadu, Pin:626204 declare 
that I have changed My Name 
from K POONGODI to R 
POONGODI. Vide Affidavit 
No:48AA 
901799,Dated:04/06/2025 

I, Army No: 15326153M 
Rank: Hav Name- D 
Koodalingam Presently 
Posted At Unit: CME, Pune 
Maharashtra-411031 
Permanent Address: 4/118A, 
South Street, Avudaiyapuram, 
VTC: Avudaiyapuram, PO: 
Avudayapuram, State: Tamil 
Nadu, Sub District: 
Virudhunagar, District: 
Virudhunagar, State: Tamil 
Nadu, Pin:626204 declare 
that I have changed my Son’s 
name from DK HARISARAN 
to D K HARISARAN. Vide 
Affidavit No:48AA 
901800,Dated:04/06/2025 

I, Army No: 15326153M 
Rank: Hav Name- D 
Koodalingam Presently 
Posted At Unit: CME, Pune 
Maharashtra-411031 
Permanent Address: 4/118A, 
South Street, Avudaiyapuram, 
VTC: Avudaiyapuram, PO: 
Avudayapuram, State: Tamil 
Nadu, Sub District: 
Virudhunagar, District: 
Virudhunagar, State: Tamil 
Nadu, Pin:626204 declare 
that I have changed my Son’s 
name from DK VARSHAN to 
D K VARSHAN. Vide Affidavit 
No:48AA 901801, 
Dated:04/06/2025 

I, Army No:18004382F 
Rank: L/Hav 
Name:Goverdhan Lal 
Kumawat Presently Residing 
at Unit: 424 Engr Sqn C/o 56 
APO Permanent Address: 
Bhadarpura, Korhi, Kodi, 
Jaipur Rajasthan, 303328 
declare that I have changed 
my Daughter’s name from 
DIYANSHI KUMAWAT to 
DIVYANSHI KUMAWAT . Vide 
Affidavit No:48AA 901796, 
Dated; 04/06/2025 

I, REKHLI DEVI is Mother 
of Army No: JC-343613M 
Rank-Sub Name-Surendra 
Singh Presently Posted At 
Unit: 62 Engr Regt C/o 56 
APO Permanent Address: 
Nakot, Tehri Garhwal, 
Uttarakhand, Pin-249199 
declare that I have changed 
my name from REKHLI DEVI 
to RIKHLI DEVI and Also 
Correct my Date of birth from 
01/07/1945 to 01/01/1950. 
Vide Affidavit No:48AA 
901794, Dated:04/06/2025 

I, KAUSHLYA DEVI is 
Mother of Army No-JC-
812276K Rank: Sub Name: 
Ashok Kumar Presently 
Posted At Unit: HQ 26 Inf Div 
IIT, PIN 908426 C/O 56 APO 
Permanent Address: Ward 
No:5, Village: Bhadrog, Tehsil: 
Ghumarwin, Bhadrog, (383) 
Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh-
174021 declare that I have 
Correct my Date of birth from 
01/07/1947 to 30/01/1948. 
Vide Affidavit No:48AA 
901808, Dated:04/06/2025 

I, KOSHAYA DEVI is 
Mother of Army No-JC-
812276K Rank: Sub Name: 
Ashok Kumar Presently 
Posted At Unit: HQ 26 Inf Div 
IIT, PIN 908426 C/O 56 APO 
Permanent Address: Ward 
No:5, Village: Bhadrog, Tehsil: 
Ghumarwin, Bhadrog, (383) 
Bilaspur, Himachal Pradesh-
174021 declare that I have 
changed my name from 
KOSHAYA DEVI to 
KAUSHLYA DEVI. Vide 
Affidavit No:48AA 901793, 
Dated:04/06/2025 

I, MOHRI DEVI is Mother 
of Army No:18004382F Rank: 
L/Hav Name:Goverdhan Lal 
Kumawat Presently Residing 
at Unit: 424 Engr Sqn C/o 56 
APO Permanent Address: 
Bhadarpura, Korhi, Kodi, 
Jaipur Rajasthan, 303328 
declare that I have changed 
my name from MOHRI DEVI 
to MOHARI DEVI. Vide 
Affidavit No:48AA 901803, 
Dated: 04/06/2025 

I, MOHARI DEVI is 
Mother of Army 
No:18004382F Rank: L/Hav 
Name: Goverdhan Lal 
Kumawat Presently Residing 
at Unit: 424 Engr Sqn C/o 56 
APO Permanent Address: 
Bhadarpura, Korhi, Kodi, 
Jaipur Rajasthan, 303328 
declare that I have Correct my 
Date of birth from 05/06/1972 
to 01/01/1958. Vide Affidavit 
No:48AA 901804, Dated: 
04/06/2025 

I, Mahipal S/o Sh. 
Lakshmi Sagar resident of Vill: 
Daun Kalan District Patiala, 
have changed my name from 
Mahipal to Mahipal Sharma 

I, Rajni W/o Mahipal 
Shama resident of Vill: Daun 
Kalan District Patiala have 
changed my name from Rajni 
to Rajni Sharma, 

I Nanakshran Singh 
Son of Shri Harbans Singh 
Resident of village 
Nanakpur Alias Sharfabad, 
Tehsil and District 
Rupnagar (Punjab) have 
changed my name from 
Nanakshran Singh to 
Nanaksharan Singh. 

I, Narinder Saini S/o 
Bishan Dass Saini R/o 
H.No. 284/B/16, Sunder 
Nagar, P.O-Pathankot, 
Tehsil & District- Pathankot 
(Punjab) 145001. declare 
that in my Matriculation 
Certificate my name 
mentioned as Narinder 
Kumar but my correct name 
is Narinder Saini as per my 
Adhaar card and all other 
documents. I have changed 
my name from Narinder 
Kumar to Narinder Saini. 

I Sangeeta w/o Rakesh 
Dhawan R/o 669/0 1st 
Floor silver Birch omaxe 
new Chandigarh, 
mullanpur, SAS Nagar 
(mohali) have changed my 
name Sangeeta to 
Sangeeta Dhawan. 

I, Jiwan Goel S/o. Sh. 
Narata Ram, R/o. W.No. 
09, Krishna Basti Samana, 
Distt. Patiala, Punjab 
change my name to Jiwan 
Kumar. 

I, Shashi Goel W/o. 
Sh. Jiwan Kumar, R/o. 
1101/09, Krishna Basti 
Samana, Distt. Patiala, 
Punjab change my name to 
Shashi Bala. 

I, Mehky Goel W/o. Sh. 
Mohit Goel, R/o. 59/05, 
Krishna Basti Samana, 
Distt. Patiala, Punjab 
change my name to Mehky 
Bansal. 

I Ravi Kumar S/o Sh. 
Upp Prakash R/o Bridge 
No. 4 Near Nangali Vala 
Ashram Sujanpur, 
Tehsil/Distt. Pathankot 
declare that I have 
changed my daughter's 
name from Fulwa to Palak. 

I Amarjeet Singh Mann 
S/o Nahar Singh Village  
Alkara Tehsil Tapa, District 
Barnala have changed my 
name Amarjeet Singh. 

I Jashandeep Kaur  
D/o Gurpreet  Singh 
Dhaliwal Vpo Bhadaur 
Tehsil Tapa, District 
Barnala have changed my 
name Jashandeep Kaur 
Dhaliwal. 

I, Ravinder Singh S/O 
Bakhshish Singh R/O 
Shimrewala (Faridkot) have 
changed  my name to 
Ravinder Singh Sandhu. 

I, Massa Singh Gill S/O 
Bikkar Singh R/o Buian 
Wala (Ferozepur) have 
changed my name to 
Massa Singh. 

I, Charanjit Kaur Gill 
W/o Massa Singh R/o 
Buian wala (Ferozepur) 
have changed my name to 
Charanjit Kaur. 

I, Paramjit Kaur wife of 
Sukhdial Singh Sandhu 
resident of V.P.O. Jhatra, 
Tehsil Zira, District 
Ferozepur, Punjab have 
changed my name to 
Paramjit Kaur Sandhu. 

I, Mehtab Singh Kang 
son of Swarn Singh 
resident of Vill. Mallu Wala, 
P.O.Wara Waryam Singh 
Wala, Tehsil Zira,District 
Ferozepur, Punjab have 
changed my name to 
Mehtab Singh. 

I, Gurcharn Singh S/o 
Santa Singh R/o Vpo. 
Pheruman Distt. Amritsar 
have changed my name 
from Gurcharn Singh to 
Gurcharan Singh. 

I Gurveer Singh S/O 
Randhir Singh H/No 216 
W/No 05 Kasba Mohalla 
Dasuya Distt Hoshiarpur 
Have Changed My Name 
From Gurveer Singh To 
Gurveer Singh Bhatia. 

I Samitri Devi W/o Ajit 
Singh R/o Aulia, PO. 
Umarpur, Tehsil Mukerian 
(Hoshiarpur) have changed 
my name from Sumitri Devi 
to Samitri Devi. 

I, Ashu Middha alias 
Ashu Gandhi W/o Jatinder 
Kumar Gandhi R/o St.No. 3 
Adarsh Nagar Malout Distt. 
Sri Muktsar Sahib declare 
that both name are one and 
the same person. 

I, Sunita W/o 
Sh.Suresh Kumar, R/o 
Ward No. 13, Barauli Road, 
Naraingarh, District 
Ambala, Haryana have 
changed my name from 
Sunita to Sunita Devi. 

I Rupinder Kaur Balu 
W/O Gurmeet Singh R/O 
Village  Bargari District 
Faridkot Have Changed My 
Name From Rupinder Kaur 
Balu  To  Rupinder Kaur. 

I, Piyare Lal S/o Sadhu 
Ram R/o St.No. 6 Moga 
Road Nanak Nagri 
Kotkapura (Faridkot) have 
changed my name to Pyare 
Lal. 

I Navneet Kaur wife of 
Bhupinder Singh Sidhu 
Resident of Village 
Gobindgarh, Abohar 
District Fazilka have 
changed my name to 
Navneet Kaur Sidhu. 

I Harbhajan Singh 
Alias Bhajan Singh Son of 
Amar Singh Resident of 
Thara Singh Wala Uttar 
Tehsil Jalalabad District 
Fazilka I am Known by 
Both names as Above One 
and is Same Person. 

I Army No. 4288795F. 
Rank L/NK, Name Anil 
Singh Unit of 7 Bihar C/O 56 
APO, Ferozepur Cantt. 
Residing at Village 
Jamuara, Po. Karma. PS. 
Surypura, Distt. Rohtas, 
(Bihar) 802212 have 
changed my Daughter name 
from SHAKSHI SINGH to 
SAKSHI SINGH Vide 
Affidavit Dated 03 June 
2025 before at Notary 
Ferozepur. 

I Army No. JC385117M 
Rank Sub Bikramjit Singh 
S/o Gian Singh R/o Village 
Purian Khurd, P.O. Jaito 
Sarja, Tehsil Batala, Distt. 
Gurdaspur, Punjab, have 
changed my mother name 
from Kasmir Kaur to 
Kashmir Kaur Vide Affidavit 
Dated 01 February 2025 
before at Notary Jalandhar. 

I, Army No. 15155864L 
Rank Hav (GNR) Name 
Indrajeet Yadav of unit 63 
Med Regt. c/o 56 APO 
Ferozepur, have changed 
my Leagally son name From 
DIKSHANT to DIKSHANT 
YADAV Vide Affidavit Dated 
04 June 2025 before at 
Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Ramnayan Yadav 
Leagally Father of Army No. 
15155864L Rank Hav 
(GNR) Name Indrajeet 
Yadav of unit 63 Med Regt. 
c/o 56 APO Ferozepur 
Residing At- Vill-Kuwa Post 
office- Piparsandi, Belghat, 
Gorakhpur, Uttar Pradesh-
273404 have changed my 
name from RAMNARAYAN 
YADAV to RAMNAYAN 
YADAV Vide Affidavit Dated 
04 June 2025 before at 
Notary Ferozepur. 

I, Personal 
No.23518099K Budh Raj 
Singh S/o Harnam Singh 
R/o Village Naurang Ke 
Sial, Tehsil and District 
Ferozepur, Punjab-152003, 
India, I have changed my 
Name from Burdhraj Singh 
to Budh Raj Singh vide 
Affidavit No. 
PB41140320626178X 
Dated 03-06-2025 before at 
Notary Ferozepur.  

I Deepak S/o Jarnail 
Singh R/o Sehjhangi, 
Jalandhar, Punjab - 144002, 
have changed my name to 
Deepak Ladhar. 

I Sanjeev Kumar S/o 
Ramesh Kumar R/o House 
No. 27 C, Green View 
Colony, Near Leela 
Bhawan, Patiala-147001 
have changed my name to 
Sanjiv Kumar Rajput. 

I Manoj Kumar @ 
Manoj Wadhwa S/o Satpal 
R/o F/3, Plot No.6, Patel 
Colony Rajpura Distt. 
Patiala declare that Manoj 
Kumar @ Manoj Wadhwa is 
the same person. 

I Nidhi W/o Balvinder 
Singh R/o #155-S Sant 
Nagar Patiala have 
changed my name to Nindi 
Sood. 

I hitherto known as 
Kabir S/o Raj Kumar R/o 
House No. 792, Deva Wali 
Gali, Near Saini Samaj 
Bhawan, Sainiyan Mohalla, 
Hisar, Haryana-125001 
have changed my name and 
shall hereafter be known as 
Kabir Saini. 

I hitherto known as 
Vrinda D/o Raj Kumar R/o 
House No. 792, Deva Wali 
Gali, Near Saini Samaj 
Bhawan, Sainiyan Mohalla, 
Hisar, Haryana-125001 
have changed my name and 
shall hereafter be known as 
Vrinda Saini. 

I Arminder Singh S/o 
Naranjan Singh R/o House 
No. 178, Dalima Vihar, 
Rajpura, District Patiala, 
Punjab-140401 have 
changed name of my minor 
daughter Hardeep Kaur 
aged 7 years and she shall 
hereafter be known as 
Ekamroop Kaur. 

I, Mandeep Singh S/o 
Baldev Singh R/o 
Khiranwali, Po. Khiranwali 
Distt. Kapurthala have 
changed my name to Labh 
Singh. 
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There was a time, not very long ago, when people would
ask me, “What do you do?” and I would say, a tad shyly,
because in my opinion, what I did wasn’t yet the biggest

thing after sliced bread or before Google — “I write.” But
apparently, it was a big thing then. Not everyone could coher-
ently string thoughts and communicate them with clarity
and panache. Not everyone could weave narratives that
touched hearts. So when I said I wrote, people’s eyes
would widen with amazement, some dropped their
jaws, and others looked at me as if I could stand apart
even in a carnival. 

Writing, at that time, was as wondrous an occu-
pation as chasing fireflies in the dark — elusive,
luminous, and ignited from within. It breathed on
its own and needed no ventilators or oxygen masks.
It reflected the inner world in a cadenced manner.
It described external wonders in a kaleidoscopic
combination of phrases and words that only a
wordsmith could summon in moments of deep
contemplation. 

Those days, alas, are gone. Now, hundreds of
writers are born every moment. Stories appear like
graffiti on a goods wagon and the reverence a genuine lit-
erary voice once evoked has dimmed. For every writer who
labours for hours to craft a story, a new one now emerges

in a jiffy, built from a few prompts. Today, the writer of yore
stands like a lone artisan at a digital assembly line, watch-
ing machine-made marvels flood the shelves, while they still
shape sentences by hand, chiselling meaning out of silence
and memory. This is not a declaration drawn from hubris
or conceit. It comes from a place of doubt, and a fear of
becoming inconspicuous. It arises from a vulnerable spot
that throws up a question aloud: In a world where beauti-
ful language is freely available, where anyone can sound
‘writerly’ and poetic, how do I remain distinct? How do I
continue to speak in a voice that carries the textures of a

human soul? The angst is genuine, and it has
already started to show on my nerves whenever

I sit down to write. 
What if my writing doesn’t surprise or mat-

ter to my readers any longer? Should I follow the
trend and adopt the technologies to stay rele-
vant, or continue in a voice so innately mine
that anything else would feel synthetic and
devoid of life? I do not have clear-cut answers
to the predicament I find myself in. But this
much I know: In a world where machines can
become anything but human, I need to be more
human than ever. I must feel deeper, process my
emotions in a legitimate way no prompt can
replicate and write with an openness no

automation can emulate. I need to push myself to a point
where, like Hemingway, I sit at the computer and just bleed.
Word by word. Line by line. Squeezing my veins to get the

essence of my thoughts out because it is the only way I know
to be true. Some argue that the soul of the story is still theirs,
that the thoughts are their own, and that all they ask of AI
is a little literary finesse. A polish. A ribbon tied around their
raw words. And perhaps that is harmless. Perhaps it even
helps those who never had the means to say things beau-
tifully, finally find a way to be heard. But for someone like
me, whose entire being has been devoted to how something
is said — to cadence, rhythm, nuance, and texture — I worry. 

Not because others now write well, but because what once
set me apart is becoming commonplace. I worry about the
slow dilution of literary effort. The waning of the medita-
tive solitude that writing demanded. These may soon be seen
as obsolete habits. That my labour will be deemed super-
fluous. And yet, I cannot do it any other way. I still believe
in the contemplative pause between paragraphs; in the tear
that wells up uninvited when a sentence lands right; and in
the thrill I feel when I end a piece with a final flourish. 

Maybe this aching need to feel every word before I write
it is what will remain mine. Perhaps, the only way to stay
authentic now is not to write differently, but to feel more
deeply. To be imperfect, sometimes messy and rough-edged.
Because if there’s one thing I still trust, it’s this: Readers may
forget ornate phrases, but they will never forget how I made
them feel — with a voice that has been echoing long enough
to still be heard.
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In a world bristling with tension — from
the razed streets of Gaza to the blood-
soaked fields of Ukraine, from the per-
sistent unrest in Kashmir to the volatile

Taiwan Strait — peace is increasingly
becoming an endangered ideal. Every diplo-
matic forum today rings with commitments
to non-violence, yet the deafening sounds
of war and terror often drown them out. 

At this crossroads, India finds herself
emerging not just as a stakeholder but as a
conscience-keeper, calling for peace with
accountability, dialogue with dignity and
action with principle. As Prime Minister
Narendra Modi said during the G20
Summit, “This is not an era of war.” These
words, resonating beyond India’s borders,
have become emblematic of India’s foreign
policy posture, peace-oriented, yet unwill-
ing to sacrifice justice and sovereignty at the
altar of terrorism wherever it breeds.

In the contemporary international order,
the line between terror and political resis-
tance is often blurred, frequently shaped by
geopolitical interests rather than universal
principles. Professor Harsh V Pant, Vice
President — Studies and Foreign Policy, at
Observer Research Foundation (ORF),
argues, “There can be no moral equivalence
between a state that fights terror and those
who use it as an instrument of policy.” India’s
call to the world is both simple and urgent
— ‘peace cannot be built on platforms that
provide impunity to terrorism’. The 2008
Mumbai attacks, the 2016 Uri assault, the
2019 Pulwama bombing, and the very
recent mayhem at Pahalgam on April 22,
2025, are seared into India’s national con-
sciousness and raised by India across sev-
eral national and international platforms,
going beyond the realm of strategic
silence. 

Dr K Subrahmanyam, widely regarded
as the father of India’s strategic culture,
once warned, “If you do not define terror-
ism objectively, you become complicit in
its perpetuation.” India’s insistence on a
‘Comprehensive Convention on
International Terrorism’ at the United
Nations has long been blocked by nations
unwilling to alienate their proxies or strate-
gic partners.

Many discussions on terrorism per se and
the inability of the global community to
arrive at a unified definition of terrorism
have concluded, not because of the failure
of language, but as scholars and analysts of
foreign policy, such as Professor C Raja
Mohan, have validated it as a ‘failure of will’.
Further, India’s former envoy and permanent
representative at the UN, Syed Akbaruddin,
once remarked that “States have a duty to
protect their citizens, and that cannot be

held hostage to the veto power of transna-
tional terror.” He was alluding to the UN’s
patchy record in addressing terrorism (here,
Pakistan-supported) that directly 
affects India, especially when state sponsors

of terror receive cover
under larger 
strategic alliances. 

A September 24,
2024, statement
released by the United
Nations regarding its
79th session, clearly
declares the hardest
truth, yet it looks like
merely a paper docu-
ment. United Nations
S e c re t ar y - G e n e r a l
António Guterres on
impunity warned, “We

are in a purgatory of polarity,” and said that
more and more countries feel they can tram-
ple international law, violate the UN Charter,
invade another country, lay waste to whole
societies, or utterly disregard the welfare of
their people. “We see this age of impunity
everywhere — in the Middle East, in the
heart of Europe, in the Horn of Africa”, he
said. The statement further read that Gaza
is a non-stop nightmare that threatens to
take the entire region with it. The war in
Ukraine is spreading with no signs of let-
ting up, and civilians are paying the price.
In Sudan, a brutal power struggle has
unleashed horrific violence. The situation
is growing increasingly dire even for those
who do not live in war zones, he empha-

sised. Of the world’s poorest 75 countries,
one-third are worse off today than they were
five years ago. 

(https://press.un.org/en/2024/ga12633.do
c.htm). It is also pertinent to note what Luiz
Inácio Lula Da Silva, President of Brazil, had
to say in his statement. He said “The right
to defence has become the right to
vengeance.” India’s approach to internation-
al relations is increasingly being shaped by
a nuanced doctrine — balancing hard
power with Gandhian values of peace and
dialogue. But this is not the pacifism of
naivety; it is a peace rooted in strength. 

The response of India to Pakistani terror-
ist outfits after the Pahalgam attack or the
Balakot airstrike in 2019 was not just a mil-
itary operation. It was a message to the world
that India would not remain passive in the
face of terror. This balance of assertiveness
and moral grounding distinguishes India’s
diplomacy in an increasingly fractured
world. India has supported the territorial
integrity of Ukraine while maintaining
communication with Russia. It has called for
humanitarian aid to Gaza while opposing
terrorism emanating from its
soil.International peace mechanisms, 
from the UN Security Council to the
Human Rights Council, often suffer from
inertia or politicisation. 

As history shows, from Rwanda to Syria
to Afghanistan, delayed justice breeds deep-
er conflict. Justice must accompany peace,
or peace becomes fragile and fleeting.
India’s warning to the world is not apoca-
lyptic — it is pragmatic. As External Affairs

Minister Dr S Jaishankar has reiterated,
“Terrorism cannot be one state’s strategic
tool while another state’s humanitarian
concern. The world must develop a unified
response.” This is not just about India’s secu-
rity but about the precedent the global order
sets. “Terror and talks cannot go together”
is the new forceful strategy. 

India does not claim to be perfect. But its
stance on terrorism and peace is rooted in
its lived experience and its democratic ethos.
In a world where great powers often priori-
tise expediency over ethics, India offers an
alternative — principled realism. Ronald
Reagan, the 40th president of the United
States, once said, “Peace is not absence of
conflict, it is the ability to handle conflict
by peaceful means.” 

That ability must come from courage, not
cowardice; from justice, not just dialogue;
from unity, not uniformity. The global
search for peace is urgent. Terrorism must
be called out, not explained away. Dialogue
must be sincere, not strategic. And nations
must stop treating terror as an instrument
of foreign policy. 

Nelson Mandela rightly summarised, “If
you want to make peace with your enemy,
you have to work with your enemy. Then he
becomes your partner.” But if your enemy
refuses peace and chooses terror, principle
must speak louder than platitude.
Unmistakably, if peace is the goal, justice
must be the path.

India at the crossroads of global conflict
Amid this global unrest, where diplomatic declarations are often drowned out by the din of war, India emerges as a

steadfast advocate for peace — not through passive neutrality, but through principled strength

ASHA IYER
KUMAR
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Holding the Pen in the Age of Prompts

Since the abrogation of Article 370 in August 2019 and the bifurcation
of the former state of Jammu and Kashmir into two Union Territories
— Jammu & Kashmir and Ladakh — the people of Ladakh have been

voicing growing concern over the erosion of their cultural identity, land
rights, and political agency. Recent protests, sustained campaigns, and
appeals from civil society groups across Leh  have led the central
Government to respond, culminating in the announcement of new
measures on June 3, 2025. The policies notified by the Centre aim to
address some of the grievances raised by the people of Ladakh, particularly
regarding their language, culture, and access to land and jobs. 

Among the key measures announced is a provision for up to 85 per cent
reservation for indigenous people in government jobs. In a bid to regulate
residency, the Government has defined domicile criteria requiring a person
to have lived continuously in Ladakh for 15 years from 2019 onwards. This
effectively means that migrants arriving after the withdrawal of Article 370
would only qualify as domiciles after 2034, providing a degree of
protection to the local population from sudden demographic shifts. The
policy also acknowledges the linguistic diversity of Ladakh by recognising
English, Hindi, Urdu, Bhoti, and Purgi as official languages. Moreover, a
third of the seats in the region’s hill councils are to be reserved for women,
a measure aimed at enhancing gender representation in governance. 

While these steps signal an intent to preserve Ladakh’s unique identity
and ensure indigenous access to employment and representation, they
stop well short of the demands that have been persistently raised by local
civil society organisations and political groups. 

The people of Ladakh have long sought full statehood, which would grant
the region its own legislature and greater autonomy in policymaking.
Equally important is their demand for inclusion in the Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution, which offers special protections for tribal regions. There is
also a growing call for the allocation of a second seat in the Lok Sabha to
ensure that both Leh and Kargil have distinct and equitable political
representation. Another critical demand is the establishment of a
dedicated Public Service Commission. 

Despite the creation of over 1,200 gazetted posts since 2019, not a
single one has been filled. While the Centre’s recent announcements are a
step in the right direction, they remain administrative in nature and fail to
address the core structural and constitutional concerns of the region.
Moreover, the continued lack of employment avenues and meaningful
political representation only deepens the alienation felt by many, especially
the youth. 

Neglecting the aspirations of the people living in such a sensitive region
is not just a matter of domestic politics; it is a national security concern.
The emotional integration of Ladakh with the rest of the country requires
more than administrative announcements. It demands constitutional
empathy, political inclusion, and economic empowerment. The June 3
measures may be a beginning, but the journey toward justice and dignity for
Ladakh must go much further.

The measures announced by the Govt aim to address some
of  the issues but they fall short of the Ladakh’s aspirations

Way forward in Ladakh

but still long road ahead

Elon Musk’s stint at the US Govt ends
After winning the presidential election, Donald Trump, who
is himself an industrialist, appointed Elon Musk, the rich-
est person in the world, as his chief adviser. Despite not being
used to the Government environment, Musk took various
decisions to achieve his goals. 

However, these decisions were not very successful, nor
did the expected results come. To reduce the expenses of
the Trump Government, Musk decided to reduce
Government staff and sent employees from many depart-
ments home. Elon Musk cut the funds given to domestic
and international organisations. Many unpleasant steps were
taken to save the Government’s expenses. The reduction
of staff created widespread resentment. There were protests
against the Tesla company. Due to this, Elon Musk and his
company suffered a huge loss on a personal level. Musk had
a dispute with Trump’s close Government officials. Musk
had spent $250 million on Trump’s campaign. 

Musk had entered the Trump administration to bring
about changes in American politics and the Government
system. But due to the lack of expected success and the
impact on the sales of American citizens and, most impor-
tantly, Tesla cars, Musk’s “Space X” came to the ground. As
a result, Elon Musk has stepped down from the position
of special adviser in the Trump administration, because the
sales figures of his Tesla company have fallen.

DATTAPRASAD SHIRODKAR|MUMBAI

Northeast reeling under monsoon fury
Landslides triggered by heavy rains damaged roads across
Nagaland, with crop destruction reported from some dis-
tricts. In Kohima district, a major land sinking occurred
near Kisama Heritage Village, while a major landslide was
reported along the Kigwema-Mima-Chakhabama road. The
road sinking at Phesama village near Kisama Heritage
Village, where a 50m stretch of NH-2 has collapsed, cut off
the key route between Nagaland and Manipur. 

This is the third major road collapse at this location since
2013. A permanent solution is long overdue. Continuous
rainfall led to landslides and road blockages in several dis-
tricts across the state. 

Storms and heavy rain damaged paddy and maize fields
in many villages. The people are being urged to remain alert
as the monsoon intensifies, stressing the need to prioritise
the protection of lives and property.

The Mizoram Government has issued a travel advisory
urging all dignitaries and officials from both the Centre and
state Governments to avoid visiting the state. The adviso-
ry came after incessant heavy rainfall triggered widespread
landslides, mudslides and flash floods across Mizoram, lead-
ing to loss of lives and affecting normal life across several
districts. The current wave of landslides, floods, incidents
of house collapse and other calamities triggered by heavy
downpours has so far claimed many lives.

BHAGWAN THADANI|MUMBAI

Cycling comes of age
Cycling in India can be a challenge, with unruly traffic, pot-
holed roads, and no lanes for bicyclists. Yet, the commu-
nity is growing, with some using it as a fitness tool, a few
to commute, and some as an adventure sport. Specialist bik-
ing stores have opened up, there are niche races, and bet-
ter cycling gear. 

All they ask is that you join the club, helmet firmly in
place and if you wear arm and leg gears its well and good
as an additional protection from an impending danger.
Cycling is mainly an aerobic activity, which means that your
heart, blood vessels and lungs all get a workout. You will
breathe deeper, perspire and experience increased body tem-
perature, which will improve your overall fitness level.
Cycling as a family is a fun way to spend your free time,
and a great bonding experience. 

You will enjoy the excitement of discovering new routes
together and the shared sense of achievement as your fit-
ness improves and you become more confident, experienced
cyclists. And there lies the cycling success. Cardiovascular
diseases include stroke, high blood pressure and heart attack.
Regular cycling stimulates and improves your heart, lungs
and circulation, reducing your risk of cardiovascular dis-
eases. Whether it’s to boost your fitness, health or bank bal-
ance, or as an environmental choice, taking up bicycle rid-
ing could be one of the best decisions you ever make.

NIKHIL CK MANIAM|MUMBAI

TAKE

RAJDEEP
PATHAK

(The writer is a programme executive of Gandhi
Smriti Sansthan. Views are personal)

(The author is a Dubai-based columnist, independent journalist, and
writing coach. Views are personal)

Members of the newly created women's police team demonstrate their
skills in tackling criminals in Hyderabad. PTI
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This sounding caution against the
surging numbers of Covid-19 cases
(4-6-25) is timely. The World Health

Organisation has already cautioned,
saying the Covid wave is not over and it
can reappear anytime, anywhere, in any
form. The variant coming round this
time is said to be mild, which simply
means it doesn’t claim lives.

But the incapacitating symptoms
and the psychological fear it poses can
do enough damage. 

Moreover, though the variant is
claimed to be non-fatal, its potential to
cause long-term health issues cannot
be commented upon now as it needs to
be studied in detail. 

By the time the details come out, it
can only be a matter of mere academic
interest as another variant may be
playing havoc. Above all, the most
important point is that the country has
neither learnt lessons from the Covid-
19 that shook the nation with heavy

loss of lives and heavy damage to the
economy, nor made any worthy
preparations to meet a health
emergency situation. The condition that
prevailed in 2019 remains the same
except for a few oxygen plants erected.
Infrastructure, manpower, and medicine
continue to be insufficient to meet 
an emergency.

Even test results are to be flashed
only after two days. The situation was
worse even in countries where around
10 per cent of GDP was allocated to
health. With around 1 per cent
allocation, the condition in India can be
easily understood. 

Another important lesson India has
failed to learn is that private healthcare
institutions do not rise to the occasion
in an emergency like a pandemic. A
complete revamping of our healthcare
system with the public sector playing a
major role is required to be prioritised.

AS RAJMOHAN|ANANTPUR

PRECAUTION IS A MUST 
TO KEEP COVID AT BAY

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than  400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



India’s agricultural sector is charting new ter-
ritory as record-breaking food production sets
the stage for a stronger presence in global
export markets. While farms flourish, a con-

trasting picture emerges in the industrial landscape,
where stagnating production signals underlying eco-
nomic strain. This divergence underscores a shift-
ing balance in India’s growth narrative — buoyant
fields amid faltering factories.

To pace it up further, the Centre also increased
the kharif crop minimum support price (MSP)
focusing on pulses, oilseeds and coarse grains. The
MSP for paddy was raised by `69, three per cent,
to `2369 per quintal. The MSP of 14 other items
including groundnut, sunflower seed, cotton,
tur/arhar, and niger seed benefitted. 

The Centre claims that its procurement of
wheat has surpassed previous three-year records yet
is below the target. The 5 per cent interest subven-
tion scheme on Kisan Credit Card up to `3 lakh
will continue. Amid such a farm yield bonanza, the
stymied industrial production remains a concern.
The country’s industrial output growth slowed to
an 8-month low in April, dragged down by contrac-
tion in mining, sluggish electricity and manufac-
turing sectors. It is dipping since reaching a peak
of 6.2 percent in April 2024 which had fallen to
minus 0.1 percent during mid-year. 

India has achieved a record food grain produc-
tion of 353.95 million tonnes (MT) in the 2024-25
crop season. This is largely due to record harvests
of paddy (rice) — 149.07 MT, wheat — 117.50 MT,
and maize — 42 MT. 

India surpassed China to become the world’s
largest rice producer. Maize production jumped by
12.3 per cent. Oilseeds yield also rose by 7.4 per cent. 

Data show a record production of rice, wheat,
maize, soybean, rapeseed, mustard, and sugarcane.
“The third estimated production of
major crops such as paddy, wheat, soy-
bean, groundnuts, oilseeds, and puls-
es are going to be a record,” says
Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh
Chauhan. This is against agricultur-
al ministry figures of about a 1.2 per
cent fall in production a year back.
8-year-record
The food-grain estimate claims a
6.6 per cent record increase in
major crops in eight years.
Chouhan announced that the coun-
try’s food grain production reached
3539.59 lakh metric tonnes (LMT)
in 2024-25, which is 216.61 LMT
higher than last year’s (2023-24) 3322.98 LMT.

Another heartening news is India’s agriculture
exports rising 6.4 per cent to $51.9 billion in 2024-
25, from $48.8 billion during the preceding fiscal
year that ended March 2024. This was as against
the almost flat 0.1 per cent growth in the value of

its overall goods exports in 2024-25. 
In 2024-25, India’s total merchandise exports

reached $374.1 billion, a 6 per cent increase from
the $352.9 billion in 2023-24, excluding
petroleum products. This marked a record
high for non-petroleum merchandise exports.
Overall, India’s total exports (merchandise and
services) reached $824.9 billion, the highest
ever. Services exports reached a high of $387.5
billion. However, the country’s exports in
February 2025 experienced a decline, 
marking the fourth consecutive month of con-
traction. The export value fell to $ 36.91 
billion, a 10.85 per cent decrease compared
to the same period last year. Both exports and
imports saw a sharp contraction. This decline
was primarily attributed to factors like 

volatility in petroleum prices, global uncertainties,
and the impact of sanctions on the gems and 
jewellery sector.

The country is hit also by lower capital expen-
diture hitting the ̀ 86000 crore construction equip-
ment industry. It grew 21 per cent in 2022-21 per

cent and 24 per cent in 2023-24. Companies like
Caterpillar, JCB, Tata Hitachi, Cummins and Volvo
CE are piqued at the overall growth of 3 per cent
in 2024-25. 
Private sector laggard
Overall construction infrastructure activities are
stated to be slowing down. The infra and construc-
tion goods sector slowed by 4 per cent in April
against 8.5 per cent in April 2024, according to the
National Statistics Office (NSO).
The construction industry has been thriving on lib-
eral Government expenditure. Its thaw speaks a lot
that the private sector’s contribution to the coun-
try’s growth is below the expectations. 
The manufacturing sector remained subdued,
growing by 3.4 per cent in April, lower than the 4.2
per cent a year earlier. The IIP dip is stated to be
lower than estimated at a 2.7 per cent fall. The slow-
down is broad — based across sectors, according
to rating agency ICRA. The infra and construction
goods sector slowed to 4 per cent in April against
8.5 per cent in April 2024.

In 2024-25, India’s private sector capex also saw
a decline, falling by nearly 9 per cent to `26.8 lakh
crore. This represents a three-year low and the sec-
ond consecutive year-on-year decline.

Both the developments, in agriculture and
industry, are significant in the light of the US pol-
icy manipulations by President Donald Trump.
India is in protracted negotiations with the US to
moderate and modify the tariff regime, particular-
ly in the thawed world market, where multilateral
UN institutions, including the World Trade
Organisation, are being bypassed. Surfeit of bilat-
eral transactions like the Indo-UK trade deals are
changing the global trade scenario. The develop-
ing countries are particularly at the receiving end
as they have to spend more effort, time and
resources on talks.  The settled multilateral norms
are being gradually bypassed. It reflects on their
exports and global growth. There are issues of farm
exports particularly in the light of Russia-Ukraine
war, conflict situations near the Mediterranean zone
and Israel-Gaza — the Middle East. India must
resolve these to boost global trade.

Despite a ceasefire in the wake of Operation
Sindoor, Pakistan has not lifted the ban on its air-
space for Indian airlines. It is bleeding the airline
industry by a cost overrun of 30 per cent a flight.
Air India estimated it lost over `100 million in a
month for detouring Pakistan.

The stock markets too are tizzy having lost severe-
ly since January as it crashed with the US President
Donald Trump’s tariff hikes and retaliation from
China fueled investors’ jitters amid fears that a full-
blown trade war could impact economic growth
across the world.

The pace of policy pronouncements, along with
postponements and modifications, has created
heightened uncertainty for companies and US trad-
ing partners. A fluid trade policy environment is
likely to continue as the administration continues
to negotiate, takes steps to impose additional sec-
toral tariffs and reviews requests for product-spe-
cific exemptions from tariffs amid the latest US
Federal Court striking down Trump tariffs.The
coming year months may see many global changes
and the fortunes of India. 

Despite an impressive agricultural surge—
marked by record food grain output and rising agri-
exports—India’s broader economic landscape
remains uneven. Sluggish industrial growth, falter-
ing manufacturing, and declining private capex cast
a shadow over rural gains. Global uncertainties, fluid
trade policies, and weak infrastructure demand fur-
ther complicate recovery. While Indian farms
bloom, factories struggle to regain momentum. The
Government’s challenge now is to bridge this rural-
urban growth divide and sustain momentum in
both agriculture and industry amid global flux.

Recently, Dhyan Foundation hosted a dis-
tinctive 6-night residential retreat in Jaipur
centered around the Science of Yagyas and

Divya Chikitsa Mantras. Under the leadership of
Ashwini Guruji, the retreat promised not just the-
oretical knowledge but an immersive, transfor-
mative experience based on ancient Vedic prac-
tices — particularly the purifying power of fire
rituals and the vibrational science of mantras.

Ashwini Guruji, a self-styled spiritual teacher
and founder of Sanatan Kriya, has long positioned
himself as a bridge between classical Indian wis-
dom and the modern world. 

At the heart of this retreat were yagyas — fire-
based rituals which, according to Guruji, are not
merely religious rites but “a science to interact
with the Divine.” 

As per his explanation, when yagyas are per-
formed in the correct manner, the environment
changes perceptibly — no smoke in the fire, fra-
grant air, and often, so-called divine manifesta-
tions appearing in the flames.

Such phenomena, reportedly captured
in unedited photographs, were used to
lend credence to his claims. Notably,
Minister of State for New & Renewable
Energy, Shri Shripad Naik, who
attended a yagya at Dhyan Ashram,
was quoted saying he had “never
heard such a mantra uchharan before.”

Another focal point of the retreat
was the introduction to Divya
Chikitsa Mantras, a set of seven
mantras taught by Ashwini Guruji
himself. 

These are said to target the body’s
nadis (energy channels) and chakras,
creating a healing and transforma-
tional impact on the practitioner’s mind and body.
According to the Foundation, the mantras oper-
ate on the principle that “everything in creation
vibrates at a specific frequency,” and Vedic rishis
had mapped these frequencies to various deities
through sound.

Dhyan Foundation had even conducted an
experiment using a “Mantra Scanner”, which
reportedly captured divine forms emerging from
Guruji’s chanting — a bold and controversial
claim that remains unverified by independent sci-
entific bodies.

Dhyan Foundation promotes such retreats
through its official platforms and affiliated
events, branding them as both experiential and
spiritually potent. 

They promote these opportunities as direct
interactions with Ashwini Guruji, offering par-
ticipants not only teachings but also energy trans-
missions through guided practices like mantra
chanting, chakra balancing, and advanced
pranayama. 

The Foundation has carved a niche by present-

ing ancient practices through a modern lens, often
conducting sessions in luxurious settings and
combining esoteric Vedic wisdom with a touch
of spectacle. 

Their humanitarian efforts — especially in ani-
mal welfare — and advocacy of non-commercial
yogic teachings have won them a dedicated base
of volunteers and followers.

However, this modern packaging of spiritu-
ality hasn’t come without criticism. Despite
their spiritual claims and humanitarian image,
questions about transparency, authenticity, and
legality surround these operations:

Assertions such as diagnosing diseases via pho-
tographs at an Indian Medical Association event
and scanning mantra frequencies for divine man-
ifestations lack independent validation, inviting
skepticism.  

While Dhyan Foundation promotes a sattvic
(pure) lifestyle, inconsistencies are observed — 
such as serving eggs and onions during high-

end retreats, which contradict tradition-
al yogic dietary norms.  

The Foundation’s animal welfare
activities, particularly cow rescues,
have led to over 2,000 legal cases. While
they frame these as resistance from
vested interests in the meat industry,
critics argue that their tactics often
resemble vigilante activism, sometimes
clashing with law enforcement and
raising questions about legal and eth-
ical boundaries.

Dhyan Foundation undeniably con-
tributes to the revival and reinterpre-
tation of ancient Indian knowledge
systems. Their Science of Yagyas and

Divya Chikitsa Mantras retreat offers a
glimpse into powerful, lesser-known aspects of
the Vedic tradition. Yet, the blend of spectacle,
and unverifiable claims creates a complex picture
— both alluring and troubling.

As alternative spirituality continues to gain
traction, the importance of discernment becomes
ever more crucial. 

Navigating the rapidly evolving landscape of
modern mysticism requires both critical think-
ing and a clear awareness of its potential bene-
fits as well as its hidden pitfalls. 

In conclusion, Dhyan Foundation’s Yajna
retreat and Divya Chikitsa Mantras offer a com-
pelling blend of ancient Vedic practices and mod-
ern presentation.  

As the line between mysticism and marketing
blurs, seekers must approach such experiences
with open eyes and a discerning mind, honoring
tradition while remaining vigilant about authen-
ticity and ethical integrity in the spiritual space.

As India enters its Amrit Kaal, a deeper trans-
formation is unfolding — one not just of
infrastructure or economy, but of thought

and soul. The Five Prans laid out by Hon’ble Prime
Minister Narendra Modi are not abstract ideals; they
are a declaration that Bharat will no longer walk
the path laid out by colonial rule. Among them, the
resolve to end the colonial mindset and break the
culture of servitude stands out like a blazing torch.
For centuries, India’s vast biodiversity was viewed
through an extractive lens — its forests seen as 
timber depots, its tribal knowledge dismissed as
folklore, and its people treated as passive 
suppliers to global industries. That mindset must
end. A new India is rising — one that respects its
people, reclaims its knowledge, and builds prosper-
ity from the grassroots.

In a landmark move, the National Biodiversity
Authority (NBA) has reinforced this shift by issu-
ing a decisive order on the enforcement of the
Access and Benefit-Sharing (ABS) mechanism
under the Biological Diversity Act, 2002. This mech-
anism ensures that communities who have tradi-
tionally conserved biological resources and asso-
ciated knowledge are no longer invisible
in the value chain. Whether it is a 
medicinal herb in the Himalayas or
microbial wealth in the Eastern Ghats,
any commercial exploitation of biodiver-
sity must now be accompanied by fair
and equitable benefit-sharing with the
very people who nurtured it for gener-
ations.

But the question remains: How do we
operationalise this mechanism in a way
that is people-centric, employment-
generating, and equitable? The answer
lies in India’s oldest and most democra-
tic economic system — the cooperative econom-
ic framework. With over 95,000 PACS (Primary
Agricultural Credit Societies), hundreds of tribal
and forest cooperatives, women SHGs, and digi-
tally connected FPOs, India already possesses a
grassroots engine capable of delivering ABS at scale.
These cooperatives are not mere financial units; they
are people’s institutions, rooted in local soil, cul-
ture, and trust.

Through the cooperative system, Biodiversity
Management Committees (BMCs) at the village
level can negotiate access contracts, monitor
resource use, and direct benefit-sharing into com-
munity-led green enterprises. PACS can serve as
aggregation points — documenting biodiversity use,
collecting royalties, and channelling funds into bio-
enterprise clusters. A tribal cooperative in Bastar
could sell sal seed products with Geographical
Indication (GI) tags. A forest-based SHG in
Odisha could process and export mahua oil. 

An FPO in the Western Ghats could develop
ayurvedic supplements from endemic herbs. These
are not pipe dreams — they are now viable, legal,

and scalable under the new ABS framework.
What is now required is a national institution-
al backbone to scale this up. There is a compelling

need to establish a dedicated Multistate
Cooperative for Biodiversity-Based
Enterprises, with the National
Biodiversity Authority as the Chief
Promoter. 

This cooperative would function as
the nodal body to support, coordinate,
and fund biodiversity — linked enter-
prises through cooperatives across the
country. It would assist BMCs and
PACS in contract formulation, ensure
compliance with ABS protocols, facil-
itate branding and export of local bio-
diversity products, and link with

existing cooperative structures like the National
Cooperative Export Society, National Commodity
Exchange Cooperative, and tribal cooperatives.

The proposed cooperative would also ensure a
transparent Access to Benefit Transfer mechanism
through digital platforms, enabling real-time mon-
itoring of resource use, revenue inflow, and distri-
bution of benefits. 

This is especially important as India digitises its
entire cooperative ecosystem, linking PACS to state
federations and national apex bodies. A tech-
enabled ABS cooperative could leverage data to
inform policy, ensure compliance, and prevent
biopiracy — while ensuring that “jan-bhagidari”
(people’s participation) remains at the heart of bio-
diversity conservation.

Importantly, this move aligns with the broader
“PACS to Apex” vision of the Ministry of
Cooperation, led by Hon’ble Home and
Cooperation Minister Amit Shah, which seeks to
empower cooperatives as value — chain creators,
not just input suppliers. By embedding the ABS
mechanism within the cooperative economic

framework, India will not only ensure biodiversi-
ty conservation but also create millions of green,
decentralised jobs across rural and tribal belts.

At its core, this is about restoring dignity. For too
long, the tribal woman who held the secrets of the
forest was ignored while pharmaceutical giants 
profited from her knowledge. The ABS mechanism,
implemented through cooperatives, reverses that
injustice — transforming her into a rights holder,
an entrepreneur, and a contributor to the bioecon-
omy. It brings us closer to the vision of Sahkarita
se Samriddhi — cooperation-led prosperity — and
Sahkarita se Sanrakshan — cooperation-
led conservation.

In the era of climate action, sustainable growth,
and global green transitions, India’s bioeconomy
stands at the cusp of global relevance. But that future
must not be built on exploitation. It must be built
on cooperation, local leadership, and justice. With
NBA at the helm of a Multistate Cooperative, India
can become the world’s most ethical and equitable
bioeconomy — one where the biodiversity wealth
of the land is matched by the economic dignity of
its people.

As we prepare for a Viksit Bharat by 2047, let this
be our message: India will not just be a powerhouse
of innovation but also a custodian of nature and
tradition. Let us rise — not just as a bioeconomy,
but as a bio-civilisation.

“Prosperity comes from cooperation, protection
comes from dedication. Where there is the village,
there lies the world — India shows the path through
cooperation.” Let this be our Sankalp: From
Sahkarita to Samriddhi, from Sahkarita to
Sanrakshan. Let the world learn — from the heart
of rural India — how cooperation can be the great-
est form of conservation.

A national cooperative framework for
ethical biodiversity economy
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As the Government boosts minimum support prices and extends credit schemes to sustain rural momentum, policymakers face a 
complex balancing act — how to nurture farm-driven optimism amid factory-floor fatigue and an uncertain global trade climate

(The writer is a policy analyst. 
Views expressed are personal)

( The writer is Secretary General, Confederation of NGOs of
Rural India; Views are personal)

(The writer is a columnist writing on developent, social 
issues and spiritual practices. Views expressed are personal) 
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Fire, Frequency, and Faith:
Inside Modern Mysticism

THE CENTRE ALSO INCREASED THE
KHARIF CROP MINIMUM SUPPORT

PRICE (MSP) FOCUSING ON
PULSES, OILSEEDS AND COARSE

GRAINS. THE MSP FOR PADDY WAS
RAISED BY `69, THREE PER CENT,
TO `2369 PER QUINTAL. THE MSP
OF 14 OTHER ITEMS INCLUDING

GROUNDNUT, SUNFLOWER SEED,
COTTON, TUR/ARHAR, AND NIGER
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n United Nations

UN Security Council scheduled a
vote Wednesday on a resolution
which demands “an immediate,

unconditional and permanent ceasefire
in Gaza respected by all parties.” UN
diplomats said the United States is like-
ly to veto it. 

The resolution, drafted by the coun-
cil’s 10 elected members who serve two-
year terms, reiterates its demand for the
release of all hostages held by Hamas and
other groups following their October 7,
2023 surprise attack in southern Israel.

Calling the humanitarian situation in
Gaza “catastrophic,” the proposed reso-
lution also demands “the immediate and
unconditional lifting of all restrictions on
the entry of humanitarian aid into Gaza
and its safe and unhindered distribution
at scale, including by the UN and
humanitarian partners.”

The vote, scheduled for late
Wednesday afternoon, comes amid near-
daily shootings following the establish-
ment by an Israeli and US-backed foun-
dation of aid distribution points inside

Israeli military zones, a system it says is
designed to circumvent Hamas.

The United Nations has rejected the
new system, saying it doesn’t address
Gaza’s mounting hunger crisis, allows
Israel to use aid as a weapon, and does-
n’t comply with the humanitarian prin-
ciples of neutrality, impartiality and
independence.

The draft resolution demands the
restoration of all essential humanitarian
services in line with those principles,
international humanitarian law and UN
Security Council resolutions.

Several UN diplomats from different
countries, speaking on condition of
anonymity Tuesday because discussions
have been private, said they expect the
United States to veto the resolution.

The US Mission to the United Nations
said it had no comment on the draft res-
olution at this time. Israel’s UN Mission
did not respond to a request for comment
on the draft.

Gaza’s roughly two million people are
almost completely reliant on internation-
al aid because Israel’s offensive has
destroyed nearly all of Gaza’s food 
production capabilities. 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Washington

For the leaders of US Jewish institu-
tions, the recent attacks in Boulder,
Colorado, and Washington, DC, are

stark reminders of their responsibility to
remain vigilant despite years of hardening
their security measures and trying to keep
their people safe.

Now, they’re sounding the alarm for
more help after a dozen people were
injured in Boulder while demonstrating for
the release of Israeli hostages in Gaza on
Sunday. And just over a week earlier, two
Israeli Embassy staffers were fatally shot
outside a Jewish museum in Washington.

After that shooting, 43 Jewish organi-
sations issued a joint statement requesting
more support from the US Government for
enhanced security measures. Specifically,
they asked Congress to increase funding
to the Nonprofit Security Grant
Programme to $1 billion.

“Every Jewish organisation has been
serious about security for years. We have
to be,” said Rabbi Rick Jacobs, president of
the Union for Reform Judaism. “The grants
are to harden the buildings, for things like
cameras and glass, and some kind of block-
age so they can’t drive a truck into the
building.”

“These are the everyday realities of
Jewish life in the 21st century in America.
It’s a sad reality, but it is an essential respon-
sibility of leadership to make sure that peo-
ple are first and foremost safe.”

Shira Hutt, executive vice president at
The Jewish Federations of North America,
said existing federal funds were inadequate,

with only 43 per cent of last year’s appli-
cants to the grant programme receiving
funding. Citing the attack in Boulder, she
said increased funding for local law
enforcement is also crucial. “Thankfully,
the attack was stopped before even further
damage could have been done,” she said. 

“This is really now a full-blown crisis,
and we need to make sure that we have all
the support necessary.”

One of the Jewish Federation’s state-
based affiliates, JEWISHcolorado, on
Tuesday launched an emergency fund to
raise $160,000 in support of the Boulder
community. Its goals include enhancing
safety and security measures for Jewish
institutions and events. Leaders of Jewish
Federation Los Angeles urged government,

business and philanthropic groups to
“supercharge an alliance so we can build
mutual understanding, dispel conspiracy
theories, and provide rapid response when
any group is under threat”.

“Jews here in Los Angeles are terrified
but determined,” said the federation’s
president, Rabbi Noah Farkas. “We do not
need more community meetings, we need
results and we are counting on our local
government and our law enforcement part-
ners to do more.” The security costs at 63
Jewish day schools have risen on average
84 per cent since the Israel-Hamas war
began on October 7, 2023, according to the
Teach Coalition, the education advocacy
arm of the Orthodox Union, an umbrel-
la group for Orthodox Judaism.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Paris

India has called for action to curb non-
tariff barriers, address trade distortions
caused by non-market economies, and

restore a strong dispute settlement mech-
anism at the WTO, Commerce and
Industry Minister Piyush Goyal said on
Wednesday. 

The minister also pitched for strength-
ening the current consensus-based
approach at the World Trade Organisation
(WTO), the special and differential treat-
ment given to less developed countries and
developing countries and bringing back
focus on issues that have already been
finalised and mandated at previous min-
isterial meetings. 

“India made a strong pitch for address-
ing non-tariff barriers that certain coun-

tries use to deprive others of market
access, take necessary action against non-
market economies, ensure that we have a
strong dispute settlement mechanism at the
WTO so that finality can be brought and
discipline can be maintained,” Goyal told
reporters here.

The minister made these remarks in a
meeting of about 25 ministers of WTO
member countries, including Australia,
Singapore, France and Nigeria. WTO
Director General Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala also
participated in the meeting. 

This mini-ministerial informal gather-
ing was called by Australia ahead of the
14th ministerial conference, scheduled in
Cameroon in March next year. 

It was held on the margins of the
OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development) Ministerial

Council Meeting here.  The WTO deals
with the global rules of trade between
nations. 

Its main function is to ensure that trade
flows as smoothly, predictably and freely
as possible. It is a Geneva-based 166-mem-
ber body.  

Since 2009, the WTO’s dispute settle-
ment mechanism has not been function-
ing properly as the US has stalled appoint-
ments of members in the appellate body.
On earlier occasions, India has pressed for
a two-tier dispute resolution system at the
WTO.  

“All in all, the shared concerns of all the
ministers were placed before the gathering
today, and we have all resolved to collec-
tively work to strengthen the working of the
WTO, to ensure the core principles are
respected and work towards global good

and global growth in trade,” he said.
He added that it was agreed upon by the

member nations to make an effort to bring
back the mojo into the organisation as all
countries recognise the importance of
multilateralism.

The other tracks which came up for dis-
cussion include resolving agri issues,
including finding a permanent solution to
the issues of public stockholding for food
grains.  “There is the track on finding solu-
tions to address the concerns of overfish-
ing and indiscriminate fishing that is
leading to depletion of fish stocks, there are
concerns about several JSIs (joint statement
initiatives) (or) pluri-laterals, which some
countries believe should be brought with-
in the multi-lateral framework,” he said.

On the China-led proposal for an invest-
ment facilitation pact, he said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Brussels

Senior officials from almost 50 nations
gathered Wednesday to drum up
more weapons and ammunition for
Ukraine, with the Pentagon’s chief

absent for the first time since the group
organising the military aid was set up three
years ago. The Ukraine Defence Contact
Group meeting at NATO headquarters is
going to be chaired by the United Kingdom
and Germany. 

US Defence Secretary Pete Hegseth
would only arrive in Brussels after it’s over.
He will participate in a meeting of NATO
defence ministers on Thursday.

His absence is the latest in a series of steps
that Washington has taken to distance itself
from Ukraine’s efforts to repel Russia’s full-
scale invasion, which began on February 24,
2022. More than 12,000 Ukrainian civilians
have been killed, according to UN estimates,
as well as tens of thousands of soldiers on
both sides.

Before Wednesday’s meeting, the UK
said that it plans a tenfold increase in drone

production to help Ukraine. Drones have
become a decisive factor in the war, now in
its fourth year.

UK Defence Secretary John Healey said
that British companies are using lessons
learned from the battlefield “to develop
advanced new drones to help protect
Ukraine’s civilians and also strengthen our
own national security.”

Hegseth’s predecessor, Lloyd Austin,
created the group after Russia launched all-
out war on Ukraine in 2022. Since then,
Ukraine’s backers have collectively provid-
ed around $126 billion in weapons and mil-
itary assistance, including more than $66.5
billion from the US.

The United States hasn’t chaired a meet-
ing of the Ukraine Defence Contact Group
since the Trump administration took office
in January. European NATO allies are con-
cerned that the US might withdraw troops
from Europe to focus on the Indo-Pacific. 

French President Emmanuel Macron has
warned that abandoning Ukraine would
erode US credibility in deterring any con-
flict with China over Taiwan.

UN Security Council to vote
on Gaza ceasefire resolution 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Rafah (Gaza Strip)

Israeli forces fired on people as they
headed toward an aid distribution site
in Gaza on Tuesday, killing at least 27,

Palestinian health officials and witness-
es said, in the third such shooting in three
days. The army said it fired “near a few
individual suspects” who left the desig-
nated route, approached its forces and
ignored warning shots.

The near-daily shootings have
occurred after an Israeli and US-backed
foundation established aid distribution
points inside Israeli military zones, a sys-
tem it says is designed to circumvent
Hamas. The United Nations has reject-
ed the new system, saying it doesn’t
address Gaza’s mounting hunger crisis
and allows Israel to use aid as a weapon.

The Israeli military said it “fired to
drive away suspects.” In a statement, army
spokesperson Effie Defrin said “the
numbers of casualties published by
Hamas were exaggerated” but that the
incident was being investigated. He said
the army is not preventing Palestinians
in Gaza from reaching aid in the distri-
bution areas but rather allowing it.

The Gaza Humanitarian Foundation,
which operates the sites, says there has
been no violence in or around them. On
Tuesday, it acknowledged that the Israeli
military was investigating whether civil-
ians were wounded “after moving beyond
the designated safe corridor and into a
closed military zone,” in an area that was
“well beyond our secure distribution site.”

A spokesperson for the group said it
was “saddened to learn that a number of
civilians were injured and killed after
moving beyond the designated safe cor-
ridor.” Gaza’s roughly two million peo-
ple are almost completely reliant on inter-
national aid because Israel’s offensive has
destroyed nearly all of Gaza’s food 
production capabilities. 

srael imposed a blockade on supplies
into Gaza in March and limited aid began
to enter again late last month after pres-
sure from allies and warnings of famine.
Either way we will die
Witnesses have said the shootings all
occurred at the Flag Roundabout, around
a kilometre (half-mile) from one of the
GHF’s distribution sites in the now
mostly uninhabited southern city of
Rafah. The entire area is an Israeli mil-
itary zone where journalists have no
access outside of army-approved embeds.

Yasser Abu Lubda, a 50-year-old dis-

placed person from Rafah, said the
shooting started around 4 am Tuesday,
and he saw several people killed or
wounded. 

Neima al-Aaraj, a woman from Khan
Younis, said the Israeli fire was “indis-
criminate.” She added that when she
managed to reach the distribution site,
there was no aid left.

“After the martyrs and wounded, I
won’t return,” she said. “Either way we
will die.” Rasha al-Nahal, another witness,
said that “there was gunfire from all
directions.” She said she counted more
than a dozen dead and several wound-
ed along the road.

When she reached the distribution site,
she found there was no aid left, she said.
She gathered pasta from the ground and
salvaged rice from a bag that had been
dropped and trampled upon.

“We’d rather die than deal with this,”
she said. “Death is more dignified than
what’s happening to us.”

UN human rights official condemns
shootings  At least 27 people were killed
early Tuesday, according to Gaza’s Health
Ministry.

Hisham Mhanna, a spokesperson for
the International Committee of the Red
Cross, confirmed the toll, saying its field
hospital in Rafah received 184 wound-
ed people, 19 of them declared dead on
arrival, with eight others later dying of
their wounds.

The dead were transferred to Nasser
Hospital in the city of Khan Younis.
Three children and two women were
among the dead, according to
Mohammed Saqr, head of nursing at the
hospital.

Hospital director Atef al-Hout said
most of the patients had gunshot wounds.

An Associated Press reporter who
arrived at the Red Cross field hospital at
around 6 am saw wounded people being
transferred to other hospitals by ambu-
lance. Outside, people were returning
from the aid hub, mostly empty-handed,
while empty flour bags stained with
blood lay on the ground.

Jeremy Laurence, a spokesman for the
UN human rights office, told reporters
it also had information indicating that 27
people were killed.

“Palestinians have been presented the
grimmest of choices: die from starvation
or risk being killed while trying to
access the meagre food that is being made
available through Israel’s militarised
humanitarian assistance mechanism,”
Volker Türk, the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights, said in a statement.

Israeli forces killed 27 heading
to aid site, says Gaza officials 

Two more attacks on Jews in USA

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n San Salvador 
(El Salvador)

Three former Salvadoran officers were
convicted by a five-person jury late
Tuesday for the 1982 killings of four

Dutch journalists during the Central
American nation’s civil war.

A jury made up of five women convict-
ed the three men of murder in a lightning
trial that began Tuesday morning in the
northern city of Chalatenango, said Oscar
Perez, lawyer for the Foundation
Comunicandonos that represented the vic-
tims. Perez said prosecutors requested 15-
year prison sentences for all three.

Convicted were former Defence Minister
Gen. Jose Guillermo Garcia, 91, former trea-
sury police director Col Francisco Moran,
93 and Col Mario Adalberto Reyes Mena,
85, who was the former army commander
of the Fourth Infantry Brigade in
Chalatenango.

Garcia and Moran are under police
guard at a private hospital in San Salvador,
while Reyes Mena lives in the United States.
In March, El Salvador’s Supreme Court
ordered that the extradition process be 
started to bring him back.

The Dutch TV journalists - Jan Kuiper,

Koos Koster, Hans ter Laag and Joop
Willemson - had linked up with leftist rebels
and planned to spend several days behind
rebel lines reporting. But Salvadoran sol-
diers armed with assault rifles and machine
guns ambushed them and the guerrillas.

Garcia was deported from the US in
2016, after a US judge declared him
responsible for serious human rights vio-
lations during the early years of the war
between the military and the leftist
Farabundo Martí National Liberation Front
guerrillas. The prosecution of the men was
reopened in 2018 after the Supreme Court
declared unconstitutional a general amnesty
passed following the 1980-1992 war. It
moved slowly, but in March 2022, relatives
of the victims and representatives of the
Dutch government and European Union
demanded that those responsible for killing
Jan Kuiper, Koos Koster, Hans ter Laag and
Joop Willemson be tried.

The United Nations Truth Commission
for El Salvador, which was set up as part of
a UN-brokered peace agreement in 1992,
concluded there was clear evidence that the
killings were the result of an ambush set up
by Reyes Mena with the knowledge of other
officials, based on an intelligence report that
alerted of the journalists’ presence.

Three former Salvadoran
officer covicted for killing

India calls for WTO action on non-tariff barriers

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Washington

An all-party parliamentary delega-
tion led by Congress leader Shashi
Tharoor will meet members of the

US Congress, American officials, think
tanks and policy experts to brief them on
Operation Sindoor, terrorism faced by
India and regional security.

The delegation arrived in the US cap-
ital Tuesday and will have packed days of
engagements till Thursday.

The multi-party group will be engag-
ing with members of the US Congress,
American think tanks and media profes-
sionals. Chairperson of the Standing
Committee on External Affairs Tharoor
is leading the delegation, which compris-
es Sarfaraz Ahmad (JMM), Ganti Harish
Madhur Balayogi (TDP), Shashank Mani
Tripathi (BJP), Bhubaneswar Kalita (BJP),
Milind Deora (Shiv Sena), Tejasvi Surya
(BJP) and India’s former Ambassador to
the US Taranjit Sandhu.

“An all party delegation led by Dr
@ShashiTharoor arrives in Washington
DC. Over the next two days the delega-
tion will be meeting members of the US
Congress and administration, think tanks,
media and policymakers to brief them on
Operation Sindoor and India’s strong
stand against terrorism,” the Indian
Embassy said in a post on X.

The delegation, which had reached
New York from India on May 24, travelled
to Guyana, Panama, Colombia and Brazil
before arriving in Washington for the last
leg of its tour.

In its interactions in the US, the del-
egation will convey India’s resolve against
terrorism and emphasise Pakistan’s links
to terrorism. 

Speaking to media, delegation mem-
ber Deora said that the group in the US,
as well as those visiting other regions and

countries, is telling the world that “India
has had enough.”

He said that every country they visit-
ed so far “issued very unequivocal, I would
almost say, unconditional, statements in
favour of India.”

He asserted that just as countries like
the US have every right to protect them-
selves and eliminate terrorists-whether
state-sponsored or non-state actors-”India
has that same right. And for India to grow,
for India’s economy to thrive, for

American investments to continue to per-
form in India, India needs peace. India
needs strong borders. India needs secu-
rity.” “We want to live in peace. We would
prefer it if we have a stable neighbour.
Nobody wants an unstable lunatic living
next to you,” he said.

Another delegation member Surya told
PTI that there is absolutely no sympathy
towards Pakistani-originated terrorism.

The countries the delegation visited
have “very clearly understood why India
was constrained to respond militarily in
the way it did, and have supported India’s
counterterrorism measure.”

On Wednesday, when the Indian del-
egation begins its meetings here, a 
parliamentary delegation from Pakistan
led by Pakistan Peoples Party Chairman
and former foreign minister Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari is also set to arrive in
Washington, DC.

Speaking to reporters at the United
Nations headquarters in New York,
Zardari-who met UN Secretary-General
Antonio Guterres along with his delega-
tion-said they would meet US government
representatives and lawmakers in the
American capital.

“The President of the United States has
a unique opportunity to deliver on his
commitment to peace within the context
of India and Pakistan.”

Indian delegation in US to push anti-terror message

Senior officials gather to drum up
weapons, ammunition for Ukraine

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Berlin

Germany’s new Government on
Wednesday launched a package
of tax breaks and eventual tax

cuts for companies, moving to encour-
age investment as it tries to give new
momentum to an economy that has
shrunk for the past two years and is
expected to stagnate this year.

Chancellor Friedrich Merz’s Cabinet
approved the so-called growth booster
program, which must still be passed by
lawmakers. 

Its central component is a hefty tax
write-off on investments in machinery
and other equipment over the next three
years, followed by a gradual reduction
of the corporate tax rate from 15 
per cent to 10 per cent between 2028
and 2032.

There will also be tax breaks over the
next 2½ years for companies that buy
electric cars and measures to encour-
age investment in research. 

Finance Minister Lars Klingbeil,
who is also the vice chancellor, said that
“we are making Germany as a location
more competitive internationally.”
Germany has Europe’s biggest economy.

Germany
launches
programme 
to encourage
investment 

Members of the all-party delegation led by Congress MP Shashi Tharoor upon their arrival in
Washington DC PTI
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

Iran’s supreme leader on Wednesday criticised an initial
proposal from the United States in negotiations over
Tehran’s rapidly advancing nuclear programme, though
he stopped short of entirely rejecting the idea of agree-

ment with Washington. 
The remarks by Ayatollah Ali Khamenei coloured in the red

line expressed over recent days — one that says Tehran refus-
es to give up enriching uranium in any possible deal with the
US. That demand has been repeatedly made by American offi-
cials, including President Donald Trump, though it remains
unclear just how much US Mideast envoy Steve Witkoff brought
it up in his initial proposal to Iran.

But what Khamenei did not say in his speech matters as
well. He didn’t reject the talks, which Iran views as crucial for
its economy to lift some the crushing economic sanctions 
it faces. 

Khamenei also did not insist on any specific level of nuclear
enrichment. Iran now enriches uranium up to 60 per cent —
a short, technical step from weapons-grade levels. 

Iran’s Foreign Minister Abbas Araghchi, who has led the
talks with Witkoff, said Tehran soon will offer its response to
the US Khamenei’s speech Wednesday at the mausoleum of
Grand Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini may serve as a preview. 

“If we had 100 nuclear power plants while not having enrich-

ment, they are not usable for us,” Khamenei said. “If we do not
have enrichment, then we should extend our hand (begging)
to the US.” Khamenei touched on previous remarks

The 86-year-old Khamenei, who has final say on all mat-
ters of state in Iran, often balances his remarks over the
demands of reformists within the country who want the talks
against hard-line elements within Iran’s theocracy, including
the paramilitary Revolutionary Guard.

Iran’s supreme leader criticises
US proposal in nuclear talks
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

The Reserve Bank of India’s (RBI)
rate-setting panel started its three-
day brainstorming on monetary
policy as expectations are high of

a 25 bps or even a jumbo 50 bps rate cut
to fuel economic growth amid uncertain-
ties created by Trump’s tariff moves. 

The decision of the Monetary Policy
Committee (MPC), headed by Reserve
Bank Governor Sanjay Malhotra, will be
announced on Friday. The RBI reduced the
key interest rate (repo) by 25 bps each in
February and April, bringing it to 6 per
cent. This could be the third back-to-back
reduction in the short-term benchmark
lending rate. In response to the 50-bps cut
in the policy repo rate since February 2025,
most of the banks have reduced their repo-
linked external benchmark-based lending
rates (EBLRs) and marginal cost of funds-
based lending rate (MCLR).

Experts are of the view that the RBI may
reduce the repo rate by 25 bps on Friday
and another similar cut in the next poli-
cy. However, an SBI research expects the
central bank to go in for a “jumbo” rate cut
of 50 bps in June itself.

CareEdge Ratings said falling inflation
will give the RBI the flexibility to priori-
tise growth amidst external headwinds.
While growth momentum has improved,
challenges like uneven consumption recov-
ery, muted private capex growth, and sub-
dued manufacturing growth remain. CPI
inflation is expected to stay comfortable

in 2025-26, it said.
“This opens room for further monetary

policy easing. We expect the RBI MPC to
cut the policy rate by another 50 bps in
FY26 (including 25 bps in June), with
chances of a deeper rate cut cycle if growth
falters,” it said.

Deepak Aggarwal, Co-founder and Co-
CEO of Moneyboxx Finance said that with
inflation expected to remain below the

RBI’s 4 per cent target and growth hold-
ing steady, the upcoming MPC meeting
presents an encouraging window for a cal-
ibrated rate cut.

“A lower interest rate regime, support-
ed by targeted liquidity measures, can
meaningfully strengthen credit flow to
MSMEs and NBFCs, especially those
serving rural and semi-urban regions,”
Aggarwal said. Raoul Kapoor, Co-CEO of

Andromeda Sales and Distribution, said
there are strong indications and wide-
spread expectations that the RBI will
implement a third round of rate cut later
this week.

Should another 25 bps rate cut occur, it
would bring the cumulative rate reduction
in the calendar year 2025 to a notable 75
basis points.

“The easing of rates not only provides

immediate financial relief but also stimu-
lates consumer spending and investment,
potentially bolstering overall economic
growth. As a result, both existing and
potential borrowers can look forward to
a more favourable borrowing landscape in
the coming months,” Kapoor said. Mandar
Pitale, Head, Financial Markets, SBM
Bank (India) opined that the upcoming
RBI MPC meeting is coming at the back-
drop of a strong GDP growth print of 7.4
per cent, which was significantly higher
than the market expectation of 6.8 per cent.

“We expect a 25 bp cut in policy rate at
the June MPC meeting. This, coupled with
the ongoing accommodative stance, will
position MPC to react to any data surpris-
es on either side,’ Pitale said, and added
there may be another 25 bps reduction in
August by the RBI.

On his expectations from the 55th
meeting of MPC, Rohit Arora, CEO and
Co-Founder of Biz2X & Biz2Credit said a
rate cut in the range of 25- 50 basis points
appears likely, supported by inflation
staying below the 4 per cent target and con-
tinued moderation in core inflation. “This
would provide a timely boost to credit flow,
especially for MSMEs and housing, while
reinforcing growth momentum. While the
RBI remains focused on domestic condi-
tions, global cues like the US Fed’s projec-
tion of two rate cuts in 2025 also provide
comfort on the external front,” Arora said.

The MPC consists of three members
from the RBI and three external members
appointed by the Government.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA nWashington

Investing in India is increasingly
viewed as an investment in “democ-
racy”, “responsible civilian leadership”,

and global progress, BJP MP Tejasvi
Surya, who is part of an all-party dele-
gation visiting the US, has said.

Surya highlighted the enthusiastic
response from the four countries visit-
ed by the multiple-party parliamentary
delegation led by Congress MP Shashi
Tharoor. The group arrived in the US on
Tuesday after a visit to Brazil. 

“Every single country was enthusias-
tic about what they can offer to India and
what India can offer to them,” he said,
underlining that after addressing the
agenda of Operation Sindoor, the dele-
gation engaged in conversations focus-
ing on potential partnerships in sectors
like manufacturing and technology. 

“People know that investment in
India is investing in democracy and
investment in India is investment in
reponsilble civilian leadership,” he said,
adding that it means global progress as
well. On the other hand, he said these
countries can only talk about terrorism
with Pakistan. The delegation travelled
to Guyana, Panama, Colombia and
Brazil before arriving in Washington for
the last leg of its tour.”Many countries
which are interested in manufacturing,
which are interested in technology, they
want to partner with India,” said Surya.

He noted that every terrorist attack in
the last 20-30 years that has rocked the
world has had investigations directly or
indirectly leading to Pakistan.

Another delegation member and Shiv
Sena MP Milind Deora said that “for
American investments to continue to
perform in India, India needs peace.
India needs strong borders. India needs
security.” “We want to live in peace. We
would prefer it if we have a stable
neighbour. Nobody wants an unstable
lunatic living next to you,” he said

The multi-party group will be engag-
ing with members of the US Congress,
American think tanks and media profes-
sionals during its visit.

The delegation also comprises Sarfaraz
Ahmad (JMM), Ganti Harish Madhur
Balayogi (TDP), Shashank Mani Tripathi
(BJP), Bhubaneswar Kalita (BJP), and
India’s former Ambassador to the US
Taranjit Sandhu.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The Indian services growth broad-
ly steadied in May and was under-
pinned by healthy demand condi-

tions, new client wins and greater
staffing capacity, a monthly report said
on Wednesday.

The seasonally adjusted HSBC India
Services PMI Business Activity Index
was at 58.8 in May, marginally up from
April’s 58.7 and signalled another sharp
rate of expansion. In the Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) parlance, a print
above 50 means expansion, while a score
below 50 denotes contraction.

“India registered a 58.8 services PMI
in May 2025, broadly in line with the
steady readings from recent months.
Strong international demand continued
to fuel services activity, as evidenced by
the new export business index’s uptick
from April,” said Pranjul Bhandari,
Chief India Economist at HSBC.

As per the survey, new orders rose at
a sharp pace largely driven by advertis-
ing, demand strength and repeat orders
from existing clients.

Companies also observed a near-
record improvement in international
demand for their services during May
with faster increases in new export
orders recorded in Asia, Europe and
North America in particular.

“To keep up with swelling demand,
India’s service providers heavily
increased staff recruitment. Indeed, the
employment index rose to the highest
reading ever recorded by this survey,”
Bhandari said. Almost 16 per cent of
panel members reported higher payroll
numbers, while 1 per cent indicated a
fall. “The resulting overall rate of job cre-

ation was the strongest in the history of
the survey,” the survey said.

The increase in workforce numbers,
coupled with overtime payments, added
to firms’ cost burdens. Some companies
also cited greater outlays on cooking oil,
material and meat.

Meanwhile, price gauges showed an
intensification of input cost and output
charge inflation, with rates of increase
edging above their historical averages in
each case.

There was a recovery in business sen-
timent during May and the upgraded
forecasts stemmed from expectations
that greater staffing capacity, expanded
clientele and marketing initiatives will
support activity growth in the year
ahead.

Meanwhile, the HSBC India
Composite PMI Output Index came in
at 59.3 in May, down only marginally
from 59.7 in April, signalling a further
sharp upturn in aggregate activity.

The downward movement in the
headline index reflected softer growth of
factory production, as services activity
rose at a quicker pace.

Ongoing improvements in demand for
Indian goods and services led to survey-
record increases in jobs across the two
sectors. Hence, aggregate employment
expanded at an unprecedented pace.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

In a big relief to Reliance Infrastructure,
appellate tribunal NCLAT on Wednesday
stayed the insolvency proceedings against

the company. Reliance Infrastructure in a reg-
ulatory filing said that the National Company
Law Appellate Tribunal (NCLAT) suspend-
ed the order passed by the NCLT over an
appeal filed by it.

“In the appeal filed, the NCLAT, today
has suspended the Order dated May 30,
2025 passed by National Company Law
Tribunal, Mumbai in case no. C.P.
(IB)/624(MB)2022, admitting the compa-
ny into Corporate Insolvency Resolution
Process,” it said. On May 30, the Mumbai
bench of the National Company Law

Tribunal (NCLT) had admitted an insolven-
cy plea against the company filed by IDBI
Trusteeship Services Ltd.

This was opposed by Reliance Infra, say-
ing that it has made the full payment of
`92.68 crore to Dhursar Solar Power Pvt Ltd
towards claims of tariff, making the initi-
ation of insolvency proceedings infructu-
ous. “The company has made full payment

of `92.68 crore to Dhursar Solar Power
Private Limited, towards claim of tariff as
per the Energy Purchase Agreement with
the company,” Reliance Infra had said in a
stock exchange filing on June 2.

In April 2022, IDBI Trusteeship had filed
a petition for initiating a corporate insol-
vency resolution process (CIRP) against
Reliance Infrastructure, alleging a default
of `88.68 crore as of August 28, 2018, plus
interest. The default was on payment of 10
invoices raised between 2017 and 2018 by
Dhursar Solar Power Private Ltd (DSPPL)
for supplying solar energy to Reliance
Infrastructure.

IDBI Trusteeship, being the security
trustee of DSPPL, sought payments against
the invoices from Reliance Infrastructure. 

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n Ahmedabad

Adani Airports Holdings Ltd
(AAHL), India’s largest private air-
port operator and a subsidiary of

Adani Enterprises Ltd, has secured $750
million through External Commercial
Borrowings (ECB) from a consortium of
global banks to fund infrastructure expan-
sion and refinance debt.

The financing deal, finalised with First
Abu Dhabi Bank, Barclays PLC and
Standard Chartered Bank as lead arrangers,
is set to accelerate AAHL’s development
plans across its airport portfolio, which
includes six key facilities in Ahmedabad,
Lucknow, Mangaluru, Jaipur, Guwahati
and Thiruvananthapuram.

AAHL said the capital will support
infrastructure upgrades, boost airport
capacity and scale up its non-aeronautical
businesses, such as retail, food and bever-
age, duty-free, and other passenger 
services.

The operator handled 94 million passen-
gers in fiscal year 2024-25 across its cur-
rent network, which has an installed

capacity of 110 million passengers annu-
ally. AAHL aims to triple this to 300 mil-
lion passengers per year by 2040 through
phased development.

A key part of this growth strategy
includes the Navi Mumbai International
Airport, which is slated to become oper-
ational shortly. The airport will initially
handle 20 million passengers annually,
with plans to scale up to 90 million over
time, strengthening aviation infrastructure
in the Mumbai metropolitan region.

“The trust placed in us by leading glob-
al financial institutions underscores the
long-term value and potential of India’s avi-
ation infrastructure,” said Arun Bansal,
CEO of AAHL. “We are committed to
delivering world-class airport experiences,

leveraging technology for efficiency and
sustainability while engaging with commu-
nities meaningfully.”

Legal advisors for the transaction includ-
ed Latham and Watkins LLP and
Linklaters LLP under English law, and
Cyril Amarchand Mangaldas and TT&A
under Indian law.

AAHL’s expansion underscores broad-
er trends in India’s aviation sector, which
continues to experience strong growth dri-
ven by rising passenger demand and
Government focus on modernising infra-
structure. The company emphasised its
long-term goal of setting new global
benchmarks in service quality and envi-
ronmental stewardship across its expand-
ing airport network.

BISWAJEET BANERJEE n Lucknow

In a significant step toward boosting
farmers’ income and promoting green
energy, the Uttar Pradesh

Government is set to launch a first-of-
its-kind policy to establish industrial units
for producing bio jet fuel from agricul-
tural residues such as sugarcane bagasse,
paddy husk, and wheat straw.

This initiative is expected to directly
benefit nearly 2.5 crore farmers in the
State by creating a new market for agri-
cultural waste and surplus grains.

To explore investment opportunities
in this emerging sector, Invest UP recent-
ly organised a high-level roundtable con-
ference at Hotel Taj, where it presented
the Uttar Pradesh Sustainable Aviation
Fuel (SAF) Manufacturing Promotion
Policy — 2025. The proposed policy aims
to promote the manufacturing of
Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF), also
known as bio jet fuel, from agricultural
biomass. The conference, chaired by
Chief Secretary Manoj Kumar Singh,
brought together key investors, industry
leaders, and policy experts to discuss
Uttar Pradesh’s vision for becoming a hub
for green aviation fuel. Singh highlight-
ed the incentives and infrastructure
support included in the policy, stating
that this would be India’s first dedicated
SAF manufacturing policy.

“Our fertile land, robust infrastructure,
and proactive industrial policies make UP
an ideal destination for green fuel pro-
duction,” Singh said. “This policy not only
accelerates our green energy transition
but ensures that farmers receive tangible
benefits, with more money in their
hands and a greener future.”

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

The verdict on the $400 million
(around `3,438 crore) international
arbitration claim filed by industrial-

ist Pramod Mittal, brother of steel tycoon
Lakshmi Mittal, is likely to be announced
within a month, an official of the Mittal
Group said on Wednesday.

Mittal, the chairman of the Mittal Group
— a global conglomerate engaged in steel,
energy, mining and infrastructure — filed
a $400 million international arbitration
claim against the Government of Bosnia
and Herzegovina, citing serious breaches
of the India-Bosnia Bilateral Investment
Treaty (BIT) signed in 2006, the company
official said.

“This is one of the strongest investor-
state claims emerging from India in recent
years. It goes beyond commercial loss —

it tests the credibility of BIT protection in
fragile jurisdictions,” the person said,
requesting anonymity.

An e-mailed query to Mittal Group
spokesperson remained unanswered.

The claim, filed under the UNCITRAL
arbitration framework in early 2023 in
Vienna, stems from the breakdown of a
joint venture between Mittal’s Global Steel
Holdings Ltd and Bosnia’s State-owned
Koksno Hemijski Kombinat (KHK). The
partnership, launched in 2003, gave rise to
Global Ispat Koksna Industrija Lukavac
(GIKIL) — a major coke producer employ-
ing over 900 people in northeastern Bosnia.

The official said over time, Mittal’s
majority stake and management rights were
systematically eroded. In 2019, Mittal and
other executives — Paramesh
Bhattacharyya, then General Director of
GIKIL, and Rajib Das, Finance Director of

GIKIL, were detained on allegations of
financial mismanagement. 

Mittal and both the executives were later
released on bail, and no conviction has been
registered to date, and no charges against
them have been proven.

“This arbitration is not just about recov-
ering losses. It reflects the risks investors
face when legal safeguards are ignored in
politically unstable economies,” said a for-
mer director of GIKIL, who worked close-
ly with both GSHL and Bosnian authori-
ties. 

Mittal’s arbitration may also signal a
broader shift in the strategy of Indian
investors abroad — more assertive, treaty-
backed, and legally prepared, he said.

“This case could become a reference
point for future BIT claims filed by Indian
companies operating in post-conflict
economies,” he added.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Mumbai

Benchmark stock indices Sensex and
Nifty ended higher on Wednesday
after three days of decline, tracking

a rally in global markets.
Buying in blue-chips Reliance Industries

and HDFC Bank also added optimism to
markets recovery. The 30-share BSE
Sensex climbed 260.74 points, or 0.32 per
cent, to settle at 80,998.25. During the day,
jumped 349.78 points, or 0.43 per cent, to
81,087.29.

The NSE Nifty went up 77.70 points, or
0.32 per cent, to 24,620.20. From the
Sensex firms, Eternal climbed 3.32 per
cent. Bharti Airtel, IndusInd Bank, Tech
Mahindra, Reliance Industries, Tata

Motors, HDFC Bank, Tata Steel and
Hindustan Unilever were the other major
gainers.

However, Bajaj Finserv, Axis Bank,
Tata Consultancy Services, Titan and
Larsen & Toubro were among the laggards.

“The domestic market traded in a nar-
row range with a mildly positive bias, sup-
ported by favourable global cues such as
strong US job data and signs of easing US-
China trade tensions,” Vinod Nair, Head
of Research, Geojit Investments Ltd, said.

“Mid and small-cap stocks outper-
formed, driven by better-than-estimated
earnings growth and moderation in val-
uation. Investors are now focused on the
RBI policy meeting starting today, with
expectations of a rate cut and clarity on the
future growth & inflation forecast,” Nair
said. In the Asian markets, South Korea’s
Kospi jumped sharply. Japan’s Nikkei 225
index, Shanghai’s SSE Composite index
and Hong Kong’s Hang Seng also settled
higher. 

RBI MPC meets amidst rate cut expectations Countries eager
to partner with
India, says
Tejasvi Surya

Indian services sector growth
broadly steadied in May 

NCLAT stays insolvency proceedings
against Reliance Infrastructure

Adani Airports raises $750 million to boost infrastructure

UP Govt unveils
bio jet fuel
policy to boost
farmer incomes

‘Verdict on Mittal Group’s claim against Bosnia likely in a month’

Markets rebound after 3-day decline
tracking rally in global equities

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE n New Delhi

The country’s largest carmaker
Maruti-Suzuki added another 30
Megawatts-peak (MWp) of solar

power, installing 20 MWp at their latest
plant at Kharkonda and 10MWp at
Manesar both in Haryana. 
This takes the total installed solar-
power by the carmaker to a total of
79MWp across their multiple manufac-
turing facilities across India. The com-
pany has a target of achieving 85 percent
of their power sourcing from renewable
sources by financial year 2030-31. 

Speaking on the Company’s green
energy initiatives, Hisashi Takeuchi,
Managing Director, Maruti Suzuki India
Limited, said, “Aligned with our parent

company, Suzuki MotorCorporation’s
Environment Vision 2050i and the
Government of India’s focus on renew-
able energy, we are systematically
enhancing the use of renewable energy
in our operations. By FY2030-31, Maruti
Suzuki plans to reach 319MWp of solar
capacity, backed by an investment of over
`925 crore. As we scale up production
to four million units, we are 
committed to matching that growth with
equally ambitious sustainable energy
practices.”

Ongoing improvements in
demand for Indian goods and
services led to survey-record
increases in jobs across the
two sectors. Hence, aggregate
employment expanded 

AAHL’s expansion signals larger
trends in India’s aviation sector,
which continues to see strong
growth driven by rising demand
and Government focus on
modernising infrastructure

By FY2030-31, Maruti Suzuki
plans to reach 319MWp of
solar capacity, backed by an
investment of over `925 crore

In April 2022, IDBI Trusteeship
had filed a petition for
insolvency resolution process
against Reliance Infrastructure,
alleging a default of `88.68
crore as of August 2018

Maruti-Suzuki increases solar

power generation to 79MW
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n New Delhi

He was a Knight in the shining armour for Kolkata
in 2024 and in 2025, became the King who almost
led Punjab to the crown. Shreyas Iyer’s IPL sea-

son didn’t end with the trophy but he well and truly estab-
lished himself as the leader that India might need in the
not-so-distant future.

Iyer became the third skipper after Mahendra Singh
Dhoni and Rohit Sharma to captain an IPL franchise to
three finals and he did it with three different teams in the
last five years. That’s some range for a player, who astound-
ingly did not make the Indian Test team for the tour of
England this month. KKR let him go last year as they did-
n’t consider his demand for a higher retention fee to be
just. Their loss was, needless to say, a massive gain for
Punjab Kings.

They got an astute captain and a passionate leader
of the men in the 30-year-old, who knows a thing or
two about handling the highs and lows of a career with
grace. The jury is still out on Shubman Gill, who will
face a trial by fire as captain in England. But after June
3, 2025, Shreyas Santosh Iyer should be rated as one of
the best captains in Indian cricket. There is a Dhoni-
like cool quotient, a Virat Kohli-like aggressive streak
when the situation demands and also a ‘Bindaas
Mumbaikar in him just like his illustrious India 
teammate Rohit Sharma.

“Job is still half done, we have to win it next year,” Iyer’s
confidence shone through the disappointment of miss-
ing it this time by a mere six runs in Ahmedabad on
Tuesday night. That he is not in the squad for England
has surprised none more than his Punjab Kings coach
Ricky Ponting. “I actually was gutted...But he’s accepted
that really well and he’s moved on,” Ponting said on The
ICC Review of Iyer, prior to the IPL Playoffs.

“He’s just got that real hunger in his eyes to do well every
time that he plays for us here and wants to win games of
cricket and wants to evolve and develop into the best
leader and captain that he can be.”
Been through the grind
A statement like that coming from a two-time World Cup
winning captain carries weight and Ponting didn’t say that
just to back his franchise captain.

The two do go back a long way. In the 2017 season when
the now India head coach Gautam Gambhir decided to

quit captaincy mid-season, it was on Ponting’s insistence
that Iyer became the captain of the Delhi IPL franchise.

The only time Capitals played the finals, in 2020, was
under Iyer. After an injury-forced break that Iyer
endured, the Capitals decided that they could not hold
on to him and risk losing Rishabh Pant, a rising star of
that time with burning captaincy ambitions. Iyer went to
KKR as captain in 2024, but got very little credit for their
trophy-winning run as he batted in the lower order to suit
the needs of the team. His then KKR coach Gambhir
walked away with major credits for tactical nous, while
the skipper’s instinctive decisions and meticulous home-
work went relatively unnoticed.

However, if a player leads two different franchises, with
different managements, philosophies and changed ros-
ter of players to the finals in back-to-back seasons, his
strategic brilliance can’t go unrecognised for too long.

And Iyer finally got his due this season. It became
clear that his grasp on match situations and strategies
was second to none. He knew that on pitches where
there is lack of bounce, Kyle Jamieson’s back of the
length deliveries will work and it turned out to be a mas-
terstroke. Against Gujarat Titans, he asked Vijaykumar
Vyshak to nail the wide yorkers repeatedly and it
worked. Against Mumbai Indians in Qualifier 2, he told
him to take pace off his deliveries with knuckle balls
and that worked too.

He has shown that possibly, after Rohit Sharma calls
it quits in ODIs, he can be thought of as a candidate for
leadership considering he is a phenomenal 50-over bat-
ter. And when it comes to T20s and Tests, it’s a matter of
time before he plays both formats again.
What drives Iyer the captain?
“First and foremost clarity of thought. He is a very process-
driven man. He doesn’t miss his routines and drills per-
taining to physical fitness. There are no cheat days. But
most importantly, he has limited his friend circle over the
years. “He does that to ensure no negativity creeps into
his system,” someone who has worked very closely with
Iyer in the past couple of years said.

For his batting, the mental aspect and visualisation has
been handled by Abhishek Nayar while childhood coach
Praveen Amre rebuilt his game when he was away from
the Indian team. “Constantly visualising with a bat in his
hand. Working on his head position, body stance and visu-
alising every delivery,” a close friend said.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Ahmedabad

His moist eyes melted hearts just
after Josh Hazlewood had bowled
his second delivery of the 20th

over and when an emotionally choked
Virat Kohli kissed the Motera turf, there
could have been million teary eyed fans
who had waited for this day just like their
hero. IPL turned an adult this season and
Kohli’s stature just got bigger. 

“This win is as much for the fans as it
is for the team. It’s been 18 long years. I’ve
given this team my youth, prime and
experience. I’ve tried to win it every sea-
son, gave it everything I have,” Kohli, per-
haps the most eloquent speaker by a dis-
tance among his contemporaries put
words to his emotions.

Just after the final, the exhausted
Kohli hugged his wife Anushka and one
could gauge that the couple were com-
ing to terms that it has finally happened. 

“To finally have it is an unbelievable
feeling. Never thought this day would
come, I was overcome with emotion after
the last ball was bowled. Gave each and
every ounce of my energy and it’s an
amazing feeling.”

His best buddy AB de Villiers
standing at the edge of the boundary
during the final moments and Kohli
paid a fitting
tribute to one of
RCB’s greatest.

“ W h a t
ABD has
d o n e
for the
f r a n -
chise is
tremen-
dous, told
him ‘this win is
as much yours as
it is ours. I want
you to celebrate with
us’. He’s been the
‘Player Of The
Match’ most times
in the franchise
despite being retired
for four years. 

“Tells you the impact he’s had on the

league, team and me. He deserves to be
on the podium, lifting the Cup.”

Commentator Matthew Hayden asked
him where he rates his first IPL Trophy
having won the ODI World Cup, T20
World Cup and Champions Trophy.

“Well, it’s right up there, if I have to be
honest. As I said, I’ve given everything
that I had for the last 18 years. I’ve stayed
loyal to this team, no matter what. I’ve
had moments where I thought otherwise,
but I stuck to this team. I stood behind
them, they stood behind me. 

“And I always dreamt of winning it with
them. And this is far more special than
winning it with anyone else because my
heart is with Bangalore, my soul is with
Bangalore. And as I said, this is the team
I’m going to play for till the last day that
I play the IPL. So this one is absolutely right
up there.” What makes IPL special is the
quality of the tournament where one needs
to give more than 100 percent. “As a sports-
man, you grind for something, and this is
a very high intensity, high quality tourna-

ment, which is of great value in
world cricket today. And I’m

someone that wants to win the
big tournaments, the big
moments, and this one was
missing.”

A sportsman’s career is a
short one unlike normal profes-

sions and Kohli wants to
make everyday on the

field count. “Well, I
have an opportuni-

ty to play this
game for not
many years. So
there is an
end date to
our career,
as you
k n o w .
And by
the time
that I

hang up
my boots, I want

to sit at home and say
I gave it everything I
had. So I look for
ways to improve.” 

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Ahmedabad

It is right up there with the “best
moments” of his storied career but
Virat Kohli would still rank the IPL

trophy, won after 18 years of toil, five
notches below his Test achievements as
he believes the longest format is the one
that earns a player respect. The 36-year-
old, who retired from Tests last month,
won the IPL for the first time when his
franchise Royal Challengers Bengaluru
edged past Punjab Kings by six runs in
the season finale on Tuesday night.

“You know, this moment is right up
there with the best moments I’ve had in
my career. But it still marks five levels
under Test cricket,” an emotionally over-
whelmed Kohli told the tournament
broadcaster.

“That’s how much I value Test cricket.
And that’s how much I love Test cricket,”
he added. Considered the biggest promot-
er of the red-ball cricket in the past
decade, Kohli urged youngsters to respect
Test cricket and chase greatness in that
format for a lasting legacy. “So I would just

urge the youngsters coming through, to
treat that format with respect. Because if
you perform in Test cricket, you walk
around anywhere in the world, people
look you in the eye and shake your hand
and say, ‘well done, you played the game
really well’.

“So if you want to earn respect in world
cricket all over, take up Test cricket, give
your heart and soul to it,” added Kohli,
whose Test career yielded 9,230 runs in
123 appearances. Kohli was seen hugging
and celebrating with former teammates
A B de Villiers and Chris Gayle, both of
whom left the franchise without winning
the coveted trophy. He walked into the
dressing room with de Villiers and joy-
ously declared that the heartbreak corner
no longer existed in it. “Finally, that’s the
heartbreak corner no more. It is very dif-
ficult to explain man. I am just relieved,”
he said with his franchise captain Rajat
Patidar looking on. 

“(It’s a) full bunch of match winners,
people stepping up at different stages and
putting their hand up to get the job done
for the team. I am just happy I could do

it with RCB. “These guys are a different
mindset,” he added. 
Tears of joy, relief
Kohli was not as composed when the
moment of triumph hit him in the team
dugout.  After Josh Hazlewood had
bowled his second delivery of the 20th
over, an emotionally choked Kohli kissed
the Motera turf and later stated that he had
given his “youth, prime and experience”
to the team. “I’ve tried to win it every sea-
son, gave it everything I have,” the mod-
ern great said, articulating his thoughts
quite clearly despite the heavy emotions.

Commentator Matthew Hayden asked
him where he would place his first IPL
Trophy in the list of achievements that
includes the ODI World Cup, the T20
World Cup and Champions Trophy
recently. “Well, it’s right up there, if I have
to be honest. As I said, I’ve given every-
thing that I had for the last 18 years. I’ve
stayed loyal to this team, no matter what.
I’ve had moments where I thought oth-
erwise, but I stuck to this team. I stood
behind them, they stood behind me.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Ahmedabad

After 18 years of hurt and disap-
pointment, and a final that ebbed
and flowed, when newly-crowned

IPL champions Royal Challengers
Bengaluru skipper Rajat Patidar got a
chance to say “Ee Sala Cup Namdu” (this
year the cup is ours), the fans roared.

But when he said that “Virat Kohli
deserved it more than anyone else”, the
cheers were deafening as the legend
grinned from ear to ear.

“It is really special for me, for Virat
Kohli, and all the fans. Those who have
supported for years, they all deserve it.
It’s a great opportunity for me 
and a great learning for me to captain
Kohli, he deserves it more than anyone
else,” Patidar said after the final here 
on Tuesday.

Talisman Kohli praised Patidar’s cap-
taincy through the tournament and

tossed his bat at him during the dress-
ing room celebrations, and the skipper
was seen kissing the willow in a show of
respect. “Rajat led from the front, led with
composure, his bowling changes, his
calmness was absolutely phenomenal
through the tournament,” Kohli said. 

“Heartbreak corner. No more. “What
a turnaround. From injury replacement
to IPL-winning captain. Bloody hell,”
Kohli said of Patidar as he entered the
dressing room.

It was at this very venue that India lost
the final of the 2023 World Cup to
Australia after an unbeaten run to the
title clash, with Kohli in imperious
form. “Very difficult to explain, man,”
Kohli said to the RCB cameraman. 

I think I am going to feel the real side
of it when we get to Bengaluru tomor-
row and celebrate it with the city and the
fans who have stood with us through
thick and thin. So I am just relieved. 

IPL champions RCB arrive in
Bengaluru to rousing welcome
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru

Newly-crowned IPL champions
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
touched base at the Garden
City on Wednesday afternoon

amid a roaring and chaotic welcome from
fans, who lined up the streets and
thronged the Chinnaswamy stadium to
catch a glimpse of the team’s stars,
including the talismanic Virat Kohli.

The Rajat Patidar-led squad was
received by state’s Deputy Chief Minister
DK Shivakumar at the airport before pro-
ceeding towards the Vidhana Soudha for
a meeting with Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah. “Virat Kohli, from past 18

years, has given his youth, his experience,
his love, and his heart (to RCB) and made
our state proud. I stand here with the
heartfelt support of all the youngsters of
our state,” Shivakumar said.

“On behalf  of  the Karnataka
Government, we extend our heartfelt
congratulations to all of them and wish
them continued success. 18 years of
struggle is not a small thing,” he added.

En route to Siddaramaiah’s office, fans
assembled on both sides of the road
cheered the triumphant squad with
gusto. RCB defeated Punjab Kings by six
runs in the IPL final at Ahmedabad on
Tuesday to clinch their maiden title in 18
years. It was another major achievement

for the team’s talisman Virat Kohli, who
has only played for this franchise since
the league’s inception. After the appoint-
ment with the CM, the RCB players will
head to the M Chinnaswamy Stadium for
a fan engagement programme.

The much-anticipated open-top bus
parade from Vidhana Soudha to the sta-
dium will also start at 5pm after the CM
gave special permission for it. The crowd
has already 

It was earlier stated by the Bengaluru
Traffic Police that it might not take place
because of congestion on the route.

“We request all fans to follow guide-
lines set by police and other authorities,
so that everyone can enjoy the roadshow

peacefully,” the franchise posted on its
official ‘X’ page.  However, the scenes out-
side the Chinnaswamy stadium painted
a different picture as fans jostled to sneak
inside amid heavy police presence.
Thousands of fans were also seen wait-
ing outside the Vidhana Soudha to cheer
the players. 

The rainy weather in the city hasn’t
helped and the police has already
endured a torrid time managing the
crowd that flooded the streets to celebrate
the triumph last night. In visuals shared
online, Kohli could be seen holding the
trophy and watching in awe, thousands
who lined up the team’s bus route,
cheerfully waving at the convoy.

Karnataka Governor Thawar Chand Gehlot, Chief Minister Siddaramaiah and Deputy Chief Minister DK Shivakumar with Royal Challengers Bengaluru team members during a felicitation ceremony after winning
the IPL 2025 at Vidhana Soudha in Bengaluru on Wednesday PTI

Never thought this day

would come, says Kohli 

New captain cool: Shreyas could be leader India needs

Kohli still five notches below Test cricket

Virat Kohli deserves it more
than anyone else: Patidar 

Royal Challengers Bengaluru captain Rajat Patidar holds the championship trophy PTI

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Bengaluru

Perhaps mindful of the tragedy out-
side the stadium, Virat Kohli was not
his usual exuberant self but still man-

aged to draw emotional roars from spec-
tators who thronged the Chinnaswamy
Stadium to be a part of Royal Challengers
Bengaluru’s maiden IPL trophy triumph
celebrations here Wednesday.

At least four people died and several left
injured in the stampede-like situation out-
side the stadium, where RCB did the fan
engagement programme after their title
win on Tuesday.

“I’m going to start off by repeating what
our captain (Rajat Patidar) said (during the
trophy presentation ceremony on Tuesday
night). It’s no more ee sala cup namde, it’s
ee sala cup namdu,” said Kohli to a rous-
ing applause and roar from the gathered
crowd. Kohli then dedicated the victory to
RCB fans who stood with the team for 17
long years without a trophy to show.

“It’s for all of you — the fans, the peo-
ple of this wonderful city, people who’ve
supported RCB through thick and thin.
I’ve never seen any fanbase of any team
in the world like this franchise. I’m going
to give the loudest cheer for him (cap-
tain Rajat Patidar),” added Kohli, who
then invited Patidar to speak to the
crowd. Patidar too lauded the loyal
RCB fan base.

“Whenever I come here, I always like
to start with Namaskara Bengaluru. It
was a great moment for us.

“From the start of the season, every-
one was clear about what we had to do.
You all deserve the trophy. We all love
you,” said Patidar. Earlier, the Royal

Challengers Bengaluru side landed in the
city in the afternoon from Ahmedabad
on a chartered flight, and their first offi-
cial assignment of the day here was to
meet Karnataka Chief  Minister
Siddaramaiah.

The entire squad met the CM at his
office in the Vidhana Soudha, along with
Deputy CM DK Shiva Kumar.

After a short meeting inside the room,
the players and the political leaders took
their appointed place in the open dais in
front of the state government headquar-
ters. The players were felicitated with the
traditional Mysore Petta (turban) and
garlands before they left for the stadium.

However, there was no open top bus
parade as it was cancelled due to inces-
sant rain and concerns surrounding
crowd management owing to the chaos.

The players entered the stadium in the
team bus with a large number of flag-
waving fans running after the bus cheer-
ing them with slogans and chants. 

Kohli then dedicated the
victory to RCB fans who stood
with the team for 17 long
years without a trophy to show

It’s all for you — the fans: Kohli, Patidar

dedicate RCB’s triumph to faithfuls 



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Paris

Lorenzo Musetti used his sleek one-
handed backhand and sprint-then-slide
court coverage to reach his first semifi-

nal at the French Open, and second at a Grand
Slam tournament, by beating Frances Tiafoe
6-2 4-6 7-5 6-2 in the same stadium where he
won a bronze medal at last year’s Olympics.

When the match ended on Tuesday,
Musetti, a 23-year-old Italian, rolled up his
green shirt’s right sleeve and flexed his
biceps. No one would be surprised if things
get tougher on Friday: That’s when Musetti
will meet defending champion Carlos Alcaraz
for a berth in the championship match.
Alcaraz wasn’t really tested Tuesday night dur-
ing a 6-0 6-1 6-4 quarterfinal victory over
Number 12 Tommy Paul, who had his right
thigh heavily taped and wasn’t able to produce
his best tennis.

Number 8 seed Musetti and Number 1
Jannik Sinner — who faces unseeded
Alexander Bublik in the quarterfinals
Wednesday — gave Italy two male quarterfi-
nalists at Roland-Garros for the first time since
1973. Tiafoe also was part of a rare accom-
plishment for his country: He and Paul were
the first American men to get to the round of
eight in Paris since Andre Agassi in 2003 —
and the first duo to do it in the same year since
Jim Courier and Pete Sampras in 1996. But
with Tuesday’s results, US men are 1-60 since
1999 at the French Open against opponents
ranked in the top 10. 

In women’s action, three-time defending

champion Iga Swiatek and No. 1 Aryna
Sabalenka both won in straight sets to set up
a semifinal showdown on Thursday.

Number 15 Tiafoe, a 27-year-old from
Maryland, hadn’t dropped a set on the way to
the quarterfinals. But he wasn’t up to the task
against Musetti, a semifinalist at Wimbledon
in 2024. Wearing a chain around his neck with
a pendant reading “Big Foe” in capital letters,
Tiafoe missed all eight first serves in his ini-
tial service game and sent a backhand wide to
give Musetti a 2-0 lead. Tiafoe looked at his
coach, David Witt, and complained about the
wind. “He didn’t start as he wanted, but today
it was really complicated to play well,” Musetti
said. “It was so windy and it was difficult to
manage to hit properly.” At match’s end,
Musetti had more winners, 44-33, and far
fewer unforced errors, 51-32. Still, when two-
time US Open semifinalist Tiafoe smacked a
forehand to even the match at a set apiece, he
let out a roar and shouted: “Let’s go! Let’s go!”

During that set, Musetti was warned for
unsportsmanlike conduct for kicking a tennis
ball that inadvertently hit a linesperson.
Unlike most top-level tennis tournaments,
which rely on electronic line-calling, there are
still humans on court at Roland-Garros to
decide whether shots land in or out. Told by
the postmatch interviewer that he has an ele-
gant game, Musetti joked: “I mean, we are
Italian. We are elegant.”

The point of the match came in the third
set’s sixth game.Musetti stretched wide of the
doubles alley near the net to reach a shot at
a seemingly impossible angle. Tiafoe then did
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PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n
Stavanger (Norway)

American Grandmaster Hikaru
Nakamura broke world champi-
on D Gukesh’s run of classical
wins by comprehensively beating

the Indian to earn three full points even
as Arjun Erigaisi roared back to contention
with victory over Fabiano Caruana in
Norway Chess here.

India’s Erigaisi trapped his opponent
Caruana in a time scramble in the eighth
round of the prestigious tournament on
Tuesday. World Number 2 and former
Norway Chess champion Nakamura pressed
home the early advantage he got with the
white pieces to dominate his 19-year-old
opponent and score a “very smooth” victo-
ry and take revenge for his Round 3 loss to
the Indian. Gukesh, who had regained his
mojo after a disappointing start to the tour-
nament when he beat world Number 1
Magnus Carlsen and Erigaisi in Round 6 and
7 respectively, was cornered by Nakamura,
who didn’t give his opponent an inch dur-
ing the course of the nearly four-hour-long
contest.With two more rounds to go,
Gukesh was tied for third place with
Nakamura on 11.5 points, while American
GM Caruana, despite the loss to Erigaisi, was
in the lead with 12.5 points. 

Carlsen, who lost to China’s Wei Yi in
the Armageddon tie-break, was second
with 12 points, while Erigaisi was fifth with
10.5 points. “It was a very smooth game,
I’m very happy with it. It looks very good,”
said Nakamura after the win.

The 37-year-old Nakamura, winner of
the 2023 edition of Norway Chess in which
Gukesh finished third, said that the reign-
ing world champion was uncomfortable

with the pawn structure, which probably
resulted in him coming under time pres-
sure and giving an easy win to the
American.”I’m not sure what happened,
whether Gukesh just didn’t know this bish-
op g6 move, or what exactly it was, but it
was very clear to me that, based on the long
think, he didn’t like the pawn structure at
all,” said Nakamura, who at 15 years of age
had become the youngest American GM.

Nakamura added that his loss to Gukesh
in Round 3 was more on account of him
“slackening” a bit. “Just when I had
equalised, I completely relaxed. I just fell
asleep for like one to two moves, and
immediately, I was in a lot of trouble, and
I couldn’t recover,” he added.
Gukesh played horribly:
Nakamura
Nakamura expressed surprise over Gukesh’s
play in the tournament so far, saying he was
lucky to have survived Carlsen and Erigaisi
in Round 6 and 7 respectively.

“It’s a very strange term, because his
result is very good, but if we’re being objec-
tive about chess, I think he’s played hor-
ribly. He should have lost to Magnus, he
was completely lost against Arjun
(Erigaisi). “Other than the first game
against me, and maybe the game against
Wei Yi, at some point, he was losing; even
Fabiano (Caruana), he (Gukesh) was also
losing in that game,” said Nakamura.

“So, it’s very, very hard to judge what his
play is, but when I look at his game, one
of the big things that he has, that I would
say Arjun and R. Praggnanandhaa don’t
have, is he’s mentally very strong. 

“He’s a lot less emotional than the other
two players, and that has served him very
well, especially in this tournament, so it’s
a mixed bag.” 

Nakamura added, “I think his defensive
skills are very good, like in this game, I
thought there were probably three or four
moments when I was winning, and then
I had to still find more moves to convert,

so he’s definitely showing very strong
defensive skills.” 

‘India is the next Soviet Union of chess’
Nakamura gave a strong indication

that this could be his last appearance in
Norway Chess, and that he had probably
played his final classical game against
Carlsen. He also averred that “the future
of chess is in India.” 

“India is basically the new Soviet Union
as far as chess goes. You have Gukesh, you
have Arjun, you have Praggnanandhaa, I
think Aravindh (Chithambaram) just
broke into the top-10, if I’m not mistak-
en.  “If I look forward to the next 5-10
years, Indians are going to dominate
chess, there’s no doubt about it,” he said.
Humpy regains sole lead
Two-time world rapid champion, India’s
Koneru Humpy wrested back the lead with
two rounds to go, beating Spanish
International Master Sara Khadem in the
day’s only classical win. 

Humpy, on 13.5 points, was one point
ahead of reigning world champion China’s
Ju Wenjun. Ju’s six-match winning streak
was broken by R Vaishali — who is fifth on
9.5 points — in the Armageddon tie-break.

Results (Round 8):
(Open) Arjun Erigaisi (Ind — 10.5

points) bt Fabiano Caruana (USA —
12.5); Hikaru Nakamura (USA — 11.5) bt
D Gukesh (Ind — 11.5); Wei Yi (Chn - 8)
bt Magnus Carlsen (Nor — 12) in
Armageddon tie-break.

(Women) Sara Khadem (Esp — 6) lost
to Koneru Humpy (Ind — 13.5); R Vaishali
(Ind — 9.5) bt Ju Wenjun (Chn — 12.5)
in Armageddon tie-break; Anna
Muzychuk (Ukr - 12.5) bt Lei Tingjie (Chn
— 10) in Armageddon tie-break.

Gukesh loses Hikaru in Norway Chess

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Wellington

New Zealand Cricket has begun a
search for a new head coach to
lead the Black Caps in all three

formats after ruling out the incumbent
Gary Stead, who has been national
coach since 2018.

Stead stepped down in April from the
white ball formats and said he was con-
sidering his future as test coach. NZC
hurried his decision when it said
Wednesday it is now looking for one
coach to cover all formats.

South African Rob Walter, former New
Zealand fast bowler Shane Bond and cur-
rent assistants Luke Ronchi and Shane
Jurgensen are expected to be inter-
viewed. Stead coached the Black Caps in
52 test matches, winning 27 including the
inaugural World Test Championship.
Under his coaching, New Zealand won

56 of 97 one-day internationals and 64
of 119 Twenty20 internationals.

New Zealand was runner-up on a
countback of boundaries in the 2019
World Cup and runner-up at the
Champions Trophy earlier this year.

Stead took over as head coach from
Mike Hesson, who had enjoyed success
in company with captain Brendon
McCullum.

“Brendon McCullum and Mike Hesson
had left the team with strong values and
a style of play and I’ve just tried to build
and shape that further to grow our abil-
ity to be consistent in everything we do,”
Stead said. 

“It’s been nice to be competitive across
all three formats and I’d like to think that
regardless of results, the opposition
know the Black Caps are a team that
won’t fold and will always show the grit
and determination to compete.

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Canary Islands

Diksha Dagar will lead a five-
Indian contingent at the Tenerife
Women’s Open golf tournament

in the Canary Islands this week on the
Ladies European Tour (LET), which
begins after a mini break. The tourna-
ment in Tenerife returns to the schedule
for the first time since 2011.

Besides, Diksha, Avani Prashanth,

Tvesa Malik, Hitaashee Bakshi and
Sneha Singh are the other Indians in the
field of 132 players from 35 nations at
the Abama Golf Resort. 

Pranavi Urs was also in the field but
has withdrawn as she is yet to fully recov-
er from her wrist injury. 

After nine events this year, Diksha is
the top Indian in eighth place on the LET
Order of Merit, which decides the year-
long race to crown the Tour’s number one

player. Diksha has played nine events,
made seven cuts and finished in Top-10
four times, including a runner-up finish
in Morocco. Avani, at 39th, is the second
best Indian on LET Merit list.

The Indian challenge includes the last
two Hero Order of Merit winners in
India. 

LET rookie Hitaashee in two starts has
done well to finish T-12 at the Dutch
Ladies Open and T-34 at Jabra Ladies,

while Sneha will make her first start.
Tvesa in six starts has made only two

cuts with T-34 at Jabra Ladies as the best.
The top four of the current 2025 Order

of Merit are in the field. They are
England’s Mimi Rhodes, compatriot
Cara Gainer and Czech Republic’s Sara
Kouskova, who secured her maiden LET
victory at Evian Resort. One spot back in
the Order of Merit is Chiara Tamburlini,
who will no doubt be as confident as any-

one in Tenerife after she secured her best
ever Major result last week. The Swiss
star, winner of the 2024 Order of Merit,
recorded a T-14 finish at the testing US
Women’s Open in Wisconsin, a score
helped by rounds of 69-71 to start the
week.

The field has 17 home stars, including
Nuria Iturrioz, a four-time winner on the
LET. The week will also see the return of
Carly Booth after a three year injury

absence. Booth last played at the Belgian
Ladies Open in May 2022 but has since
been sidelined due to an ACL injury and
had a reconstructive knee surgery. 
The three-time LET winner returns this
week ahead of several European events
in June. The tournament previously
took place between 2002-2011 and the
Abama Golf course provides a tricky test
for the players this week with undulation
and sloppy greens.

DIKSHA TO LEAD CONTINGENT OF 5 INDIANS AT TENERIFE OPEN 

Gary Stead

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Barcelona 

World champion Spain beat European champion
England 2-1 in the UEFA Women’s Nations
League in their last competitive game before the

Lionesses defend their title next month. Spain substitute
Clàudia Pina turned the game around by scoring twice with-
in minutes of coming on in the second half on Tuesday after
England led thanks to Alessia Russo’s goal in the 22nd.

Barcelona forward Pina struck in the 60th and 70th min-
utes at Espanyol’s stadium to ensure Spain topped their
Nations League group despite losing 1-0 to England at
Wembley Stadium in February.

“The second half, they started really quick,” England coach
Sarina Wiegman said. “They pressed even higher. We had some
trouble to get out of the press and keep the ball.” Spain, which
also beat England in the 2023 Women’s World Cup final,
advances to the semifinals in October. The draw is made Friday
and will involve defending champion Spain, France, Germany
and Sweden. The European Championship is the priority this
year, and the 16-team tournament kicks off July 2 in
Switzerland.

England is in a tough group with France, the Netherlands
and Wales. Spain is drawn with Portugal, Belgium and Italy.

Playing in her 50th game for England, Russo’s goal was
her 22nd for her country. The Arsenal forward was in the
Women’s Champions League winning team last month,
dethroning Pina’s Barcelona.

SPAIN BEATS
ENGLAND 2-1 IN
NATIONS LEAGUE

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n London

Late start, early finish. England need-
ed just 30 of 40 available overs to beat
the West Indies by seven wickets and

achieve a 3-0 clean sweep of their one-day
international series at the Oval on Tuesday.
Jamie Smith’s maiden ODI fifty, 64 of the
93-run opening stand in seven overs,
launched England’s successful assault on
the rain-revised target of 246.

The game was delayed twice, first
because a traffic lights outage trapped the
West Indies bus long enough so the team
wasn’t even at the ground at the sched-
uled toss, and secondly for a 90-minute
rain break. Without a warmup in the nets,
and forced to bat in gloomy bowler-
friendly conditions, the West Indies
slumped to 28-3 before the rain and 154-
7 soon afterward. That it eventually
racked up 251-9 was impressive.

Sherfane Rutherford kept the innings
alive with 70 off 71 balls, then teammates
Gudakesh Motie and Alzarri Joseph, the
Nos. 8 and 9 batters, gave their side a
fighting chance with a partnership of 91
in 11.2 overs. In the highest ever eighth-
wicket ODI stand by the West Indies
against England, Motie and Joseph clob-
bered the host with five sixes and 10
boundaries. Joseph was out to a skier on

41 off 29, and Motie was bowled on the
last ball on 63 off 54. Spinner Adil
Rashid was the pick of the bowlers with
3-40. England players adapted to the pre-
game traffic problems near the Oval by
exiting their bus and hiring bicycles to get
to the ground.

Smith used more of that dynamic
thinking on the fly to deflate West Indies
hopes again on his home ground.

Smith blasted 10 boundaries and three

sixes before his off stump was bowled by
Motie in the seventh over after scoring 64
from 28 deliveries. Smith scored at such
a rate that England’s 100 in the eight-over
powerplay was the fourth fastest in ODIs,
and its 121-1 after 10 overs was England’s
best-ever 10-over total. Ben Duckett
propelled England further with 58 from
46, falling at 155-2 with the chase more
than half over. The mopping up was left
to Joe Root with a casual 44, and Jos

England routs West Indies to sweep ODI series

New Zealand Cricket seeks new
head coach for all formats

FRENCH OPEN: LORENZO MUSETTI
BEATS FRANCES TIAFOE 

the same in response, sending
his near the baseline. Musetti
ran and, with his back to the
net, twisted his body to some-
how flick a low ball back with
a half-swing. It worked,
though, and Tiafoe - perhaps
startled to see the point was-
n’t over - netted an awkward,
shoulder-high volley.


