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‘Steady progress in
Polavaram works’
Irrigation Minister Nimmala
Ramanaidu has strongly denied
reports published in a YSRCP-
friendly newspaper about the
Polavaram project, calling them
baseless and misleading. He
accused the opposition of
deliberately spreading
falsehoods at a time when the
project is back on track and
construction is progressing
steadily. Speaking to the media
in Rajahmundry, the minister
criticised the previous YSRCP
government, saying its
negligence had put...

‘India cannot hold
talks on IWT
India will not engage with
Pakistan on the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) till New Delhi's
concerns regarding terrorism
are addressed and the pact is
completely revamped, sources
said. They said Pakistan's Water
Resources Secretary Syed Ali
Murtaza has reached out
multiple times, urging India to
reconsider the decision to put
the IWT in abeyance. In multiple
letters to his Indian counterpart,
Debashree Mukherjee...

Silver soars Rs 1K
to hit fresh peak
Silver prices soared Rs 1,000 to
hit a fresh peak of Rs 1,08,100
per kilogram in the national
capital on Monday, in line with
firm global cues, according to
the All India Sarafa Association.
On Saturday, the metal traded
flat at Rs 1,07,100 per kg
(inclusive of all taxes). Prior to
that, the white metal on Friday
had soared Rs 3,000 to hit
another record high of Rs
1,07,100 per kilogram. Traders
said silver prices surged due to
strong investor demand, a weak
dollar against...

India gear up for
Hong Kong test
Seeking its first win in the
tournament, the Indian football
team will face another acid test
when it takes on Hong Kong in a
crucial AFC Asian Cup 2027
round three qualifier match here
on Tuesday. As per reports in
the local media, all 50,000
tickets for the match have been
sold out, setting a new
attendance record for Hong
Kong football.  Manolo
Marquez’s men will have their
task cut out as they face a Hong
Kong side that has been
revitalised under...
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu has
instructed officials to resolve all
pending issues related to land
acquisition, forest, and wildlife
clearances for national and
state highway projects by the
end of July. He emphasised the
need for uninterrupted and
accelerated road construction
across Andhra Pradesh.

Chairing a review meeting at
the Secretariat on Monday
with top officials and contrac-
tors, the Chief Minister
expressed displeasure over
delays in several infrastructure
projects. He made it clear that
further setbacks in road works
would not be tolerated.

Officials briefed the CM that
770 km of roads were complet-
ed in the last financial year
under the National Highways
Authority of India (NHAI)
and the Ministry of Road
Transport and Highways
(MoRTH) at a total cost of Rs
11,325 crore. Andhra Pradesh
currently has 8,744 km of
national highways, including
4,406 km under NHAI, 641 km
managed by MoRTH’s Project
Implementation Unit (PIU),
and 3,697 km overseen by the

NH (R&B) wing.
At present, 144 projects cov-

ering 3,483 km are under con-
struction at an estimated cost
of Rs 76,856 crore. Of these,
1,392 km are under NHAI and
2,091 km under MoRTH. The

Chief Minister has set a target
to complete 1,040 km of high-
way works within 2025, at a
projected cost of Rs 20,067
crore.

Meanwhile, the “Mission
Pothole-Free Roads,” launched

in November last year with an
outlay of Rs 860.81 crore, has
reached 97% completion as of
June 6. A total of 19,475 km of
roads have been repaired, with
the remaining works to be
completed by July 31.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

In a decisive step towards long-
term development, Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Sunday launched
Vision Action Plan Unit offices
across all 26 districts and 175
Assembly constituencies of
Andhra Pradesh. These units
form the backbone of the State’s
ambitious Swarna Andhra 2047
roadmap, aligning with the
national Viksit Bharat 2047
vision.

Virtually inaugurating the
units from the State Secretariat,
Naidu said the initiative bridges
a longstanding gap in gover-
nance. “Until now, MLAs lacked
dedicated government offices at
the constituency level. These
Vision Units not only fill that void
but also serve as engines of grass-
roots transformation,” he said.

Each unit will receive Rs 10

lakh in operational funds and
will be led by the local MLA,
supported by a nine-member
team comprising a district nodal
officer, academic, young profes-
sional, five GSWS Vision staff,
and local administrative heads
like the RDO, MPDO, and
Municipal Commissioner.

Ten core sectors have been
identified to drive holistic devel-
opment: they are Agriculture,
Dairy, Fisheries, and
Horticulture, Industries,
Commerce, and Logistics,
Services Sector & IT, Healthcare
and Medical Infrastructure,
Education and Skill
Development, Environment and
Natural Resources, Infrastructure
– Roads, Water Projects,
Housing, Urban and Rural
Development, and Governance
Efficiency and Digital
Governance.

PNS n PARVATHIPURAM

Brimming with pride and
emotion, meritorious Class
10 and Intermediate stu-
dents received the presti-
gious ‘Shining Stars’ awards
from Andhra Pradesh
Education Minister Nara
Lokesh at a heartfelt cere-
mony held in
Parvathipuram.

The awards, recognising
outstanding performance in
board examinations, served
as a powerful reminder that
encouragement and recogni-
tion can ignite ambition and
self-belief in students,
regardless of their socio-
economic background.

Sai Bhuvanakruthi

Vakudavath, a Class 10 stu-
dent from Narayana School
who scored an impressive
594 out of 600, described
the honour as a “brilliant
idea” that uplifts morale.
“Receiving the award from
Lokesh sir is a once-in-a-
lifetime moment. I feel emo-
tional and grateful. My

mother works as a lab tech-
nician in Guntur—I wish
she could be transferred to
Parvathipuram so we could
live together,” she said. She
credited the 100-Day Action
Plan for boosting her exam
confidence and expressed
her dream of becoming an
IAS officer.

Singh Bangaruthalli, an
Intermediate vocational stu-
dent from Government
Junior College, Salur, who
secured 901 out of 1,000,
thanked the government for
recognising vocational stu-
dents on par with others.
“Schemes like Dokka
Seethamma midday meals

and the supply of quality
books and bags helped us
concentrate on our studies. I
want to become a bank offi-
cer,” she shared.

Karunam Rohit Kumar of
Sri Sathya Sai Junior
College, who scored
940/1,000, said the award
proves that poverty is no
obstacle to success. “I want
to pursue software engi-
neering in the CSE stream
and use innovation to serve
the underprivileged,” he
said.

Parents too were moved
by the recognition.
Vasanthala Srinivasa Rao,
father of Deekshith Sai—a
visually impaired student
who scored 761/1,000 with

the help of a scribe—said,
“Lokesh sir’s support gives
us hope. This is my son’s
first award, and it is a huge
inspiration.”

Aluvari Santhoshi, mother
of Tanuja who scored
576/600 from ZP High
School, Makkhuva, said,
“We never expected such
recognition. My husband is
a mechanic and I am a
homemaker. We humbly
seek financial support for
her higher education.”

The ‘Shining Stars’ awards
seek to celebrate academic
brilliance and foster aspira-
tions among Andhra
Pradesh’s promising youth,
regardless of their economic
standing.

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Water Resources
Department (WRD) is prepar-
ing to release water into the
Krishna Delta canals —includ-
ing the Krishna Eastern and
Western Delta — by  June 20 to
facilitate the commencement of
Kharif agricultural operations
across the region. The Kharif
season is expected to begin in
the first week of June.

This move is part of a coor-
dinated effort to meet the irri-
gation needs of farmers in the

erstwhile Krishna and Guntur
districts, as well as parts of
Prakasam and West Godavari,
where lakhs of acres of fertile
farmland rely on water from
the Prakasam Barrage and its
extensive canal network.

Although the department typ-
ically releases water by 10 or 12

June for both irrigation and
drinking purposes, this year’s
schedule may be delayed by a
week or two, despite adequate
storage in the Srisailam,
Nagarjuna Sagar, and Pulichintala
reservoirs on the Krishna River.

At a recent meeting of the
Krishna District Irrigation
Advisory Board (IAB), chaired
by District Collector D.K. Balaji,
WRD officials stated their inten-
tion to begin releasing water by
June 10 to support seedbed
preparation. 
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PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Senior journalist and a ver-
nacular TV channel anchor
Kommineni Srinivasa Rao
was arrested by Andhra
Pradesh police on Monday

for allegedly making deroga-
tory remarks against women
from the Amaravati region
during a televised debate.

He was detained at his
Hyderabad residence and
taken to AP. A case was reg-

istered at Thullur Police
Station based on a complaint
by State Madiga
Corporat ion Director
Khambampati Sirisha. Rao,
analyst VVR Krishnam
Raju, and the TV channel
management were booked
under the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities)
Act and relevant IPC sec-
tions.

The remarks, allegedly
calling Amaravati a “capital
of prostitutes”, sparked out-
rage.

Chief  Minister  N.
Chandrababu Naidu and
Deputy CM Pawan Kalyan
condemned the comments,
calling for accountability
and strict action.
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NAIDU's FIAT ON HIGHWAY PROJECTS

All hurdles must go by July-end
CM targets completion of 1,040 km of NHs in 2025 with Rs 20,067 cr

‘Shining Stars’ ignite dreams of  AP’s brightest students

Senior journalist Kommineni held

A blot on democracy, says YSRCP
VIJAYAWADA: YSRCP strongly
condemned the arrest of senior
journalist Kommineni Srinivasa
Rao, calling it a grave assault on
democracy. Party State
Coordinator Sajjala Ramakrishna
Reddy alleged that Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu is sending a
chilling message—fall in line or
face consequences. He said the
anchor had cautioned analyst
Krishnam Raju during the debate
and did not endorse the remark,

yet TDP leaders, including Naidu
and Pawan Kalyan, orchestrated a
media campaign, culminating in
Kommineni’s arrest. Despite
Sakshi distancing itself from the
analyst’s view, the narrative was
deliberately prolonged to target
the YSRCP and divert attention
from the government’s failures.
Sajjala warned this was danger-
ous politics aimed at silencing
dissent and demanded civil soci-
ety raise its voice.

AXIOM-4 launch
postponed to

tomorrow
PNS n NEW DELHI

Due to weather conditions,
the launch of Axiom-4 mission
carrying Indian astronaut
Shubhanshu Shukla and three
others to the International
Space Station has been post-
poned to June 11, the ISRO said
on Monday evening.

SpaceX's Falcon-9 rocket
was scheduled to blast off from
the Kennedy Space Centre
(KSC) in Florida on Tuesday
evening.

"Due to weather conditions,
the launch of Axiom-4 mission
for sending Indian Gaganyatri
to International Space Station
is postponed from 10th June
2025 to 11th June 2025.The tar-
geted time of launch is 5:30 PM
IST on 11th June 2025," the
Indian Space Reserch
Organisation (ISRO) Chairman
V Narayanan said.

Shukla's travel to space
marks India's return to human
spaceflight 41 years after
Rakesh Sharma scripted histo-
ry by undertaking a journey to
space onboard Soviet Russia's
Soyuz spacecraft in 1984.

Kakani’s bail plea
hearing adjourned

PNS n NELLORE

The court on Monday
adjourned the hearing of former
Minister Kakani Govardhan
Reddy’s bail petition to June 11.

Kakani faces several charges
including illegal bauxite mining,
unlawful use of explosives, and
offences under the SC/ST
(Prevention of Atrocities) Act.
His three-day police custody
ended on Sunday evening.

Sources revealed that Kakani
did not respond adequately to
police questioning during the
interrogation. He is named as
Accused 4 in the illegal mining
and explosives case and is current-
ly held at Nellore Central Prison.

l 770 km of roads were completed
last financial year under NHAI and
MoRTH at a cost of Rs 11,325 crore.

l Andhra Pradesh has a total of
8,744 km of national highways
under various agencies.

l Currently, 144
highway projects
covering 3,483 km 
are under
construction at a 
cost of Rs 76,856 cr.

l “Mission Pothole-Free Roads” 
has achieved 97% completion,
with 19,475 km repaired so far.

l Remaining pothole repair 
works to be completed 
by July 31.

Strong action must be taken against

Prabhakar Rao as per the court’s guidelines.

Public confidence in the Congress

Government is already weakening. Not even a

single corruption case has

been properly

investigated in the last

18 months of Congress

rule. At least now, the

government should argue

strongly in court.

Prabhakar and the

masterminds

behind him must

be proved guilty

- Bandi Sanjay Kumar, 
Union Minister of State for Home Affairs P4

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Although the southwest mon-
soon arrived earlier this year in
Andhra Pradesh compared to
the past six years, it has not been
bountiful, recording a 59 per-
cent deficit in the first nine days
of June, said the Meteorological
Department on Monday.

The southwest monsoon had
set in on May 26 this year, nine
days earlier than its usual date of
June 4. However, the state record-
ed only 10.1 mm of average rain-
fall against the normal of 24.4
mm during this nine-day period,
said a data set from the Met
department.

Early monsoon fizzles in AP,
with 59% deficit rainfall

Water to be released into
Krishna Delta canals by June 20

‘Vision Units’ launched to
fast-track Swarna Andhra

Continued on >>>> P2

Continued on >>>> P2

Continued on >>>> P2

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP chief Y S Jagan Mohan
Reddy blamed the TDP-led
government in Andhra
Pradesh for the alleged murder
of a minor tribal girl in
Anantapur district.

Expressing anguish over the
incident, he alleged that the
government "failed" to ensure
the safety of women and girls.

“There is no safety or secu-
rity for women and girls in
Andhra Pradesh anymore,”
Reddy said in a post on X.

The minor girl had gone
missing on June 3 and was later
found dead under mysterious
circumstances.

The former CM said the vic-
tim’s parents had filed a miss-
ing complaint on June 3, but
the government allegedly failed

to respond effectively and her
body was found on June 8.

Reddy questioned why no
swift action followed the com-
plaint and condemned the gov-
ernment’s focus on alleged
vendetta politis over public
safety, citing negligence by law
enforcement agencies.
Targetting Chief Minister
Chandrababu Naidu, he said
the law and order situation has
"collapsed" under the current
dispensation.

Meanwhile, the police have
registered a missing case after

the girl from the Erukala com-
munity was reported missing in
Ananthapur district.

According to the police, she
(the tribal girl) had gone out on
June 3 evening to buy soft
drinks and reportedly left with
an 'unidentified person'. Later
her body was found near
Kuderu mandal. “There is no
political angle in this case. We
are proceeding strictly as per
legal procedure,” a police offi-
cial said. Meanwhile, there was
no immediate reaction from
the ruling TDP.

Jagan blames govt for tribal girl’s death in Anantapur
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ALMANAC

Updated: June 9, 2025 5:00 PM

Forecast: Thundershowers

Temp: 40
oc

Humidity: 61%
Sunrise: 5:34 AM
Sunset: 6:40 PM

TODAY

VIJAYAWADA WEATHER

Month & Paksham: Sukla Paksha 

Tithi: 
Chaturdashi: Jun 09 09:36 AM

to Jun 10 11:35 AM
Purnima: Jun 10 11:35 AM

to Jun 11 01:13 PM

Nakshatram: 
Anuradha: Jun 09 03:31 PM

to Jun 10 06:01 PM
Jyeshta: Jun 10 06:01 PM

to Jun 11 08:10 PM

Rahukalam: 3:31 PM to 5:08 PM

Yamagandam:  9:00 AM to 10:38 AM

Varjyam: 12:07 AM to 01:52 AM

Gulika: 12:15 PM to 1:53 PM

Amritakalam: 06:32 AM to 08:18 AM

Abhijit Muhurtham: 11:49 AM to 12:41 PM

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu on Monday emphasised
that Amaravati’s proposed
Quantum Valley must emerge
as a globally recognised inno-
vation hub, akin to Silicon
Valley. Chairing a high-level
review meeting with IT experts
at the State Secretariat, the
Chief Minister stated that the
Andhra Pradesh State
Quantum Mission would be key
to positioning the state at the
forefront of quantum technolo-
gies and artificial intelligence
(AI).

A major outcome of the
meeting was the announce-
ment of a dedicated Quantum
Mission Workshop, slated for
June 30 in Vijayawada. The
Chief Minister directed offi-
cials to develop an iconic archi-
tectural design for the
Quantum Valley campus, sim-
ilar to Hyderabad’s Hi-Tech
City building, which symbol-
ised the tech boom of the
early 2000s. The Andhra
Pradesh State Quantum
Mission will concentrate on

four core areas: Quantum
Computing, Quantum
Communication, Quantum
Sensing & Metrology, and
Quantum Materials & Devices

The mission will be imple-
mented in two phases: In Phase
1 (2025–2027), the govern-
ment wants to establish core
infrastructure, promote educa-
tion and research, and initiate
pilot projects and in Phase 2
(2027–2030) drive commer-
cialisation, foster global collab-

orations, and scale up exports
An investment of Rs 4,000

crore is projected over the
next five years. Andhra
Pradesh will also serve as a
pilot state for public infrastruc-
ture projects based on quan-
tum technology.

The Chief Minister will chair
the mission, which will also
include the IT Minister, Chief
Secretary, Finance Secretary, IT
Secretary, Mission Director,
and an expert committee. IBM

has been brought on board as
the mission anchor.

A director will be appoint-
ed shortly. The upcoming
workshop will invite participa-
tion from academia, startups,
IT firms, pharmaceutical com-
panies, agro-tech enterprises,
and healthcare innovators.
Naidu reiterated that quantum
technologies would drive the
next wave of digital transfor-
mation, and Andhra Pradesh
aims to lead this revolution.

Amaravati’s Quantum Valley
to mirror Silicon Valley: CM

Mission goals and

investment

Establish Andhra

Pradesh as a Quantum

Innovation Hub

Align with the

National Quantum

Mission

Strengthen the state’s

knowledge-based

economy

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Minister for BC, EWS
Welfare, Handlooms and
Textiles, S Savitha, launched
a scathing attack on YSRCP
chief YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy, accusing him of
demeaning women and
deriving "demonic joy" by
vilifying them through his
media network.

In a statement on Monday,
Minister Savitha alleged that
Jagan Mohan Reddy had
stooped lower than the
Kauravas by insulting
women in the name of polit-
ical analysis. “A man who
brings tears to his own
mother and sisters is now
taking sadistic pleasure in
humiliating other women
in the state,” she said.

Savitha particularly con-
demned Jagan’s remarks
about women who gave up
their lands for the construc-
tion of Amaravati, calling
them shameful and unwor-
thy of a leader. “It is disgrace-
ful that his personal vendet-
ta against Amaravati is being

redirected against the
women who supported the
capital,” she stated.

Calling Jagan Mohan
Reddy a "brute" who had lost
the right to live in a civil soci-
ety, the Minister demanded
an immediate ban on Sakshi
TV, which she accused of
broadcasting slanderous con-
tent against Amaravati
women under the guise of
political commentary. She
also welcomed the arrest of

Kommineni Srinivasa Rao, a
senior journalist associated
with the channel, who
allegedly made derogatory
remarks against women.

Minister Savitha reiterat-
ed that the current state
government stands firmly in
support of women. She
warned that any individual
who attempts to harass,
demean or harm women
and girls would face severe
consequences.

Savitha slams Jagan for ‘vilifying
women' through media network

Ambati condemns
Kommineni's arrest
PNS n GUNTUR

Former Minister Ambati Rambabu has
strongly condemned the arrest of
senior journalist Kommineni Srinivasa
Rao, alleging that the coalition govern-
ment is indulging in vindictive politics
and displaying a selective approach
towards law and order.

Addressing the media in Guntur on
Monday, Rambabu said that while sup-
porters of the coalition were using abu-
sive language against the YSR Congress
Party, no action was being taken
against them. In contrast, Kommineni
was arrested in an undemocratic man-
ner, driven by political vendetta, he
alleged. He further claimed that the
arrest was a diversionary tactic and
recalled that former Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu had earlier pres-
sured N TV to sack Kommineni out
of personal vengeance.

“Kommineni has conducted his
programme with dignity, unlike cer-
tain other channels that resort to vul-
gar language,” Rambabu stated. He
criticised the lack of action against
those who have posted objectionable
content targeting the YSRCP leader-
ship. “My complaint against two indi-
viduals who produced a spoof on the
YSRCP was ignored, yet the police
travelled to Hyderabad to arrest
Kommineni,” he said. Rambabu also
pointed out that serious charges
were filed against the journalist sole-
ly to deny him bail, and accused the
government of resorting to vindictive
measures to cover up its failures.

PNS n PARVATHIPURAM

In a spirited address that dou-
bled as both a call to arms and
a roadmap for revival, Telugu
Desam Party (TDP) national
general secretary Nara Lokesh
fired up party workers at
Chinabondapalli near
Parvathipuram on Monday,
declaring that the TDP is more
than a political outfit—it is a
one-crore-strong ideological
family.

Lokesh underscored the
importance of unity and disci-
pline within the party ranks,
urging every worker to stay
committed to TDP’s core prin-
ciples, especially during turbu-
lent times. “It took us three
months to reach consensus on
key reforms. That’s the kind of
internal democracy we prac-
tise,” he said, citing the hard-
fought implementation of
Mahaanadu resolutions.

Pointing fingers at some
bureaucrats allegedly continu-
ing partisan practices from
the YSRCP era, Lokesh
warned, “I will not tolerate
harassment of our cadre.
Officials who refuse to shed
their bias will face strict action.”

Reaffirming the party’s
vision for the future, Lokesh
stressed the need to inter-
nalise the “Six Declarations”
unveiled by TDP—covering

youth, women, farmers, social
justice, and empowerment of
grassroots workers. He also
rolled out welfare updates,
announcing that the “Talli Ki
Vandanam” scheme would
soon provide direct financial
assistance to mothers and
promised free bus travel for
women from August 15.

While acknowledging fiscal
challenges left behind by the
previous regime, he assured
that welfare schemes would not
be compromised and would be
rolled out in phases.

In a sharp jab at YSRCP
Chief Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy,
Lokesh said, “Even in opposi-
tion, he stayed in a palace in
Bengaluru, behind 30-foot
gates. TDP, whether in power
or not, will always stay close to
the people.”

He urged grassroots work-
ers to stay active and resolve
local issues at zonal and man-
dal levels, warning that indif-
ference would only help the
forces that “damaged Andhra
Pradesh.”

Lokesh ended his speech

with a promise to address
pending NREGS and Neeru-
Chettu bills and quash all
politically motivated cases
foisted on TDP workers dur-
ing the previous government.

Ministers Gummadi
Sandhya Rani, MLA Bonela
Vijayachandra, North Andhra
Coordinator Damacharla
Sathya, and Girijan
Corporation Chairman Kidari
Shravan were also present at
the event, reinforcing the
party’s united front in North
Andhra.

LOKESH SOUNDS THE BUGLE

‘TDP is a 1-crore strong
family, not a party of palaces’

PNS n KAKINADA

Kapu Nadu leader and former
minister Mudragada
Padmanabham has dismissed
rumours about his deteriorat-
ing health as “false and mali-
cious”. Addressing the media at
his Kirlampudi residence on
Monday, Mudragada clarified
that apart from minor age-
related ailments, he is in good
health — thanks to the care
provided by his youngest son,
Giri.

He alleged that a “certain
family” — widely understood
to be his estranged daughter’s
— has been spreading false
claims that he is suffering
from cancer and that Giri is
neglecting him. “In fact, it is
Giri who is taking care of me
diligently. My good health
today is largely due to him,”

Mudragada affirmed. He fur-
ther accused the family of
being envious of Giri’s politi-
cal rise and said the latest mis-
information campaign is
aimed at creating discord
between him and his son.
“They could not tolerate Giri’s
progress in politics,” he said.

Recalling a painful incident,
Mudragada said, “When my
wife was hospitalised, we
returned from Hyderabad for
postoperative rest, but that
family inhumanely sent us

away.” Dismissing claims that
he was being held under
duress, Mudragada said he
continues to attend political
events and regularly meets
well-wishers and supporters.
“No one can confine me ille-
gally or subject me to mental
torture,” he declared.

Issuing a direct challenge
to his daughter’s family,
Mudragada asked them to
advise Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu,
Minister Nara Lokesh, and
the Deputy CM on the Kapu
reservation issue and the
implementation of pre-poll
promises like the ‘Super Six’
schemes. “Only then can you
claim political strength,” he
said.

He also released a signed
press statement reiterating
his remarks.

Mudragada scotches ‘ill health’
rumours, credits son Giri for care

PNS n ANANTAPUR

In a gruesome incident, a 20-
year-old woman was brutally
murdered and her decom-
posed body was found in
thorny bushes near Manipal
School at Gotkur village in
Kuderu mandal on Sunday.

The miscreants reportedly
killed her and later attempted
to burn the body. Police iden-
tified the deceased as Yerukala
Thanmai, who had recently
completed her Intermediate
education. She had gone miss-
ing on June 3 after leaving her
home and failing to return.

Her parents lodged a com-
plaint, alleging that a youth
from Rayadurg had been
harassing their daughter. Six

days later, her body was discov-
ered on the village outskirts.
The police are awaiting the
post-mortem report to ascer-
tain the cause of death. Sources
said three youths have been
detained and are being inter-
rogated in connection with
the case.

Home Minister V. Anitha
spoke with the district
Superintendent of Police and
directed him to ensure the
swift arrest of those responsi-
ble.

Minister Nara Lokesh
expressed shock over the mur-
der and vowed that the culprits
would be punished severely.
MLA Daggupati Prasad offered
financial support to the vic-
tim's family and spoke to her

parents over the phone.
Meanwhile, YSRCP workers

led by former MLAs
Thopudurthi Prakash Reddy
and Ushasri Charan staged a
protest in front of the SP's

office, condemning the attack
on a Dalit girl. They carried
placards and raised slogans
such as “We Want Justice” and
“CM Down Down.”

YSRCP PAC Member and
former Minister Vidadala
Rajini criticised the TDP-led
coalition government for fail-
ing to ensure the safety of
women in Andhra Pradesh.
She blamed police negligence
for the incident, stating that no
serious efforts were made to
trace the girl despite a missing
persons complaint being filed
six days earlier. Rajini alleged
that police only act under
pressure from ruling party
MLAs and accused the govern-
ment of being indifferent to
women’s safety.

20-yr-old woman murdered, decomposed body found

‘Vision Units’...
Continued from Page 1

“These sectors form the foundation of our trans-
formation agenda. Our mission is to build a
Healthy, Wealthy and Happy Andhra Pradesh,” the
CM said.

Naidu noted that every district now has a five-
year roadmap and a four-year action plan is being
finalised. “We’re already delivering 400+ services
via WhatsApp Governance and will transition to
the 'Mitra' platform within two months,” he added.
Departments including Planning, GAD, ITE&C,
RTGS, and the CMO are working in tandem to
ensure timely implementation.

Among major welfare announcements, Naidu
said 15 lakh “Golden Families” would be adopt-
ed by mentors under the Zero Poverty–P4
scheme by Independence  Other key initiatives are
Talli Ki Vandhanam launch this month, free bus
travel from August 15, direct benefit transfers
under the Deepam scheme, MSME parks in every
constituency and Ratan Tata Hubs in Amaravati
“We’re integrating technology with compassion.
As incomes rise, welfare will scale accordingly,”
he stated.

Naidu slammed the previous government
for neglecting the Polavaram diaphragm
wall, leading to delays. He set completion tar-
gets: Polavaram by 2027, Amaravati by 2028,
and Bhogapuram Airport by 2026. He also reit-
erated plans for metro rail in Visakhapatnam and
Vijayawada, completion of the Visakhapatnam
Railway Zone, and fast-tracking of port and har-
bour projects. “Despite fiscal constraints, we’ve
revived 78 of 93 central schemes.  Investor con-
fidence is returning, and public trust has been
restored within just a year,” Naidu said. He con-
gratulated Union Minister Ram Mohan Naidu for
pledging to adopt 10 Golden Families and urged
other leaders to do the same, underscoring the
vision’s humanitarian focus.

Water to...
Continued from Page 1

However, local MLAs expressed con-
cern over pending canal repair works.
Officials responded that desiltation,
weed removal, and regulator inspec-
tions are nearing completion. Final
checks are underway to ensure unin-
terrupted water flow from the barrage
into the main and branch canals.
These works will be completed within
10 days, after which water will be
released.

The Krishna Delta System — one of
India’s oldest irrigation networks —
caters to more than 13.07 lakh acres
across Krishna, NTR, Guntur, Palnadu,
Prakasam, and Eluru districts.  Timely
water release is critical for the com-
mencement of paddy nursery opera-
tions, the main crop in the region. R.
Mohana Rao, Superintending Engineer
of the Vijayawada Irrigation Circle, said:
“We are closely monitoring inflows and
storage levels.  Once desiltation and
weed removal are complete, water will
be released into the Krishna Delta
canals by June 20.” Speaking to The
Pioneer, Mohana Rao also appealed to
farmers to use water judiciously and
adhere to cropping patterns advised by
the Agriculture Department. 

He further urged Gram Panchayats
to fill drinking water tanks using
available irrigation sources to prevent
shortages in villages. Meanwhile, farm-
ers across the delta have welcomed the
announcement, hoping it will ensure
a smooth Kharif season without delays
in transplantation.

PNS n TIRUPATI

TTD Executive Officer J
Syamala Rao has announced
that the ‘Sadgamaya’ pro-
gramme will be conducted in
TTD-run schools from June
16 to 19. Aimed at instilling
values such as devotion, disci-
pline, and social responsibili-
ty among students, the initia-
tive will also introduce teach-
ings from the Bhagavad Gita
in simple language to aid com-
prehension.

The programme is intend-
ed for students of Classes 7, 8,
and 9 and will be held across

various TTD schools in
Tirupati and Tirumala.

The EO also reviewed the
progress of ongoing initia-
tives, including the
Annamacharya and Dasa
Sahitya Projects, and develop-
ments at SWIMS. He directed
officials to ensure the timely
completion of all works.

Those present at the review
meeting included HDPP
Secretary S. Raghunath,
Annamacharya Project Special
Officer Dr Medasani Mohan,
SWIMS Director R.V. Kumar,
and Chief Engineer T.V.
Satyanarayana.

‘Sadgamaya’ in TTD
schools from June 16

Early...
Continued from Page 1

Across the state, four dis-
tricts -- Konaseema, Bapatla,
East Godavari, and Krishna -
- apart from Yanam, an
enclave of union territory of
Puducherry, recorded no rain
in the first nine days. Under
the Coastal Andhra Pradesh
and Yanam sub-division, only
two districts — Anakapalli
and Vizhianagaram —
received normal rainfall, while
Srikakulam logged excess
rainfall, an official noted.

Large deficits were record-
ed in (per cent of deficit in
brackets) Eluru (80 per cent),
Guntur (95), Kakinada (66),
NTR (81), SPSR Nellore (64),
and West Godavari districts
(96). Other districts that
experienced deficit are:
Chittoor (72 per cent),
Kurnool (66), Sri Sathya Sai
(76), Tirupati (76), and YSR
districts (77 percent), as per
the data.

PNS n TIRUPATI

On the third day of the ongo-
ing Teppotsavam at Tiruchanur,
Goddess Sri Padmavathi
Ammavaru graced the decorat-
ed float and glided majestical-
ly across the sacred Padma
Sarovaram, blessing devotees
with her divine presence.

The day began with
Suprabhatam, followed by
Sahasranama Archana and the
daily rituals to awaken the deity.
A special Abhishekam was per-
formed from 3 PM to 4.30 PM,
using milk, curd, honey, sandal-
wood paste, and other aromat-
ic substances as part of the rit-

ual bathing ceremony.
In the evening, at 6.30 PM,

the Utsava Murthy was taken to
the Padmapushkarini. The
Teppotsavam was conducted
with devotional fervour from
6.30 PM to 7.15 PM. Later, Sri
Padmavathi Ammavaru was
taken in a procession through
the four Mada streets, accom-
panied by devotees, showering
divine grace on the gathering.

TTD Deputy EO Harindra
Nath, AEO Devarajulu,
Superintendent Ramesh,
Temple Inspector Chalapathi,
other temple officials, priests,
sevakas, and a large number of
devotees took part in the event.

Goddess blesses devotees
on third day of Teppotsavam
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NTR District Collector Dr Lakshmisha, Joint Collector Ilakkia, and Vijayawada Municipal Corporation Commissioner HM Dhyanachandra participating in the Mega
YogAndhra Rally organised from IGMC Stadium to Benz Circle on Monday

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The YogAndhra campaign
continues to garner tremen-
dous public support, with more
than 3,000 employees, volun-
teers, and yoga enthusiasts
participating in the Mega Yoga
Andhra Rally held in
Vijayawada on Monday. The
event was organised by the
NTR district administration in
collaboration with the
Vijayawada Municipal
Corporation (VMC) and the
AYUSH Department, as part of
the month-long celebrations.

The rally began at the Indira
Gandhi Municipal
Corporation (IGMC) Stadium
and proceeded to Benz Circle,
with NTR District Collector Dr
G Lakshmisha, Joint Collector
S Ilakkia, and VMC Commiss
ioner HM Dhyanachandra
leading the march. Officials
and participants highlighted
the health benefits of yoga
and called upon citizens to
adopt it as a daily practice.

Dr Lakshmisha unveiled
posters with the slogan ‘Drugs
Vaddhu Bro’ and highlighted
the 1972 toll-free helpline. He

reaffirmed the administration’s
commitment to a drug-free
district and State.

Addressing the gathering,
Collector Dr Lakshmisha
emphasised that the campaign
aims to teach yoga asanas to 10
lakh people in the district by
June 21, as part of a Statewide
goal to reach two crore citizens.
He noted that 5,000 trainers are
currently being trained to sup-
port this ambitious outreach.

“Yoga, a gift from Indian
heritage, is now a global phe-
nomenon. With the encour-
agement of Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu, awareness and respect
for yoga are growing signifi-
cantly,” the Collector said.
“Practising yoga daily can pre-
vent many diseases and lead to
a healthier, stress-free life.”

Vijayawada RDO Kavuri
Chaitanya, DMHO Dr M
Suhasini, VMC Additional
Commissioner D Chandra
sekhar, yoga institutions,
NGOs, walkers' associations,
yoga guru Satyanarayana, and
staff from various departments
were present.

Mega YogAndhra rally
receives huge response

3,000 people join grand yoga march in Vijayawada

No compromise on temple
security: Seena Naik

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Expressing serious concerns
over the growing breach of
security protocols, Sri Durga
Malleswara Swamy Varla
Devasthanam atop
Indrakeeladri in Vijayawada,
Executive Officer (EO) VK
Seena Naik has directed tem-
ple staff at all levels to ensure
that no action compromises
the security of the temple or
inconveniences the thousands
of devotees visiting daily.

On Monday, while inspect-
ing key infrastructure points,
including the parking lot,
Pongali preparation shed, bus
shelter, and Protocol Office
along Ghat Road, the EO
observed unauthorised vehic-
ular movement up to the
Protocol Office and chaotic
two-wheeler parking.

Further, he warned that
allowing vehicles to reach this
proximity without proper
checking is a direct threat to
temple security. Protocol and
security personnel revealed
that they are under tremen-
dous pressure from various

quarters to allow vehicles to
move beyond the safe zone. It
has been leading to traffic
congestion and even alterca-
tions, they said.

The EO instructed that no
unauthorised vehicles be
allowed beyond the Pongali
Shed, which is located after
Om Turn. Battery vehicles are
now transporting VIPs and
other individuals within the
protocol limits. Staff stationed
at Om Turn will be further
screened under Protocol Phase
1 before allowing any advance,
he said.

Seena Naik has instructed

Engineering Deputy Executive
Engineers Ashok Kumar and
Ravindar to immediately
implement the revised trans-
port arrangements. Naik stat-
ed that even his official vehi-
cle will not be permitted to
enter the restricted zone.

“We should never prioritise
convenience over the security
of the temple. I also wait
behind the devotees when it
comes to worshipping the god-
dess,” he stated. He urged staff
and officials to cooperate, not-
ing that security must take
precedence over personal com-
fort in sacred spaces.

Durga Temple EO orders measures to curb
unauthorised vehicles atop Indrakeeladri

Today’s shining stars,
tomorrow’s diamond
stars: Health Minister

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

“Today’s shining stars will
become tomorrow’s diamond
stars,” stated Minister for
Medical, Health and Family
Welfare and NTR District
In-charge, Satya Kumar
Yadav. He emphasised that
education is the foundation of
a progressive society, and
reiterated the government’s
commitment to supporting
students in achieving their
aspirations.

The ‘Shining Stars-2025’
Awards Ceremony of NTR
district was held at
Tummalapalle Kalakshetra
in Vijayawada on Monday.
The event, organised to cel-
ebrate academic excellence,
honoured 131 Class 10 stu-
dents and 43 Intermediate
students from the district,
each awarded with Rs.20,000
in cash, certificates, and
shields for securing top marks
in the 2024–25 board exam-
inations.

Speaking on the occasion,
the Minister highlighted the
role of teachers as guides
who help shape the dreams
and futures of students. He
also underscored several
innovative educational
schemes being implemented
by the State government,
including Dokka Seethamma
Midday Meal Scheme, Dr
Sarvepalli Radhakrishna
Vidyarthi Mitra, Quantum
Rally (to foster innovation),
and Digital India & Make in
India initiatives in partner-

ship with the Centre.
He added that over 500 AI-

based startups are being
encouraged to make the State
a hub for Artificial
Intelligence, noting that pre-
vious governments had weak-
ened the educational infra-
structure. “However, under
the leadership of Chief
Minister N Chandrababu
Naidu and Human Resources
and IT Minister Nara Lokesh,
major reforms are now being
rolled out,” he said.

Presiding over the event,
NTR District Collector Dr G
Lakshmisha commended the
unique initiative, stating that
this year’s ‘Shining Stars’
Awards included three spe-
cially-abled students—a first
in the programme’s history.
“This is a sign of confidence
and empowerment. It shows
that no dream is beyond
reach,” he remarked.

Among those present at the
function were Government
Whip and Vijayawada
Central MLA Bonda Uma
Maheswara Rao, another
Government Whip and
Gannavaram MLA
Yarlagadda Venkata Rao,
Vijayawada East MLA Gadde
Rama Mohana Rao,
Municipal Commissioner
HM Dhyanachandra, District
School Education Officer UV
Subba Rao, Samagra Shiksha
Abhiyan APD G
Umamaheswara Rao, and
parents and guardians of the
awarded students.

Satya Kumar Yadav distributes
awards to 174 top performers
in Class 10 and Inter exams

Women’s safety
collapsed under TDP
rule: Vidadala Rajini

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Former minister and YSRCP
PAC member Vidadala Rajini
has lashed out at the TDP-led
coalition government for its
complete failure to ensure
women’s safety in Andhra
Pradesh. She pointed to the
shocking murder of an
Intermediate student in
Anantapur, blaming the inci-
dent on police negligence.

Despite a missing complaint
being filed six days earlier, no
serious effort was made to
trace the student. Rajini said
such tragedies could have
been avoided if the police had
acted responsibly.

She accused the govern-
ment of indifference and said
complaints are only acted
upon when pressure comes
from ruling party MLAs.

Speaking to media at the
party central office, Rajini
said that instead of addressing
such grave governance failures,
the Chandrababu-led coalition
has resorted to diversion pol-
itics. She criticised the arrest
of senior journalist
Kommineni Srinivasa Rao as
a deliberate act of political
revenge. The remarks made
during a Sakshi TV debate
were not endorsed by
Kommineni, who even cau-
tioned the panellist. The ana-
lyst who made the remarks,
Krishnam Raju, publicly apol-
ogised, yet the TDP escalated

the issue for political mileage.
Rajini said this was an attempt
to silence dissenting voices and
create fear among the press
and the public alike.

She also condemned the
coordinated attacks on Sakshi
offices across the State, calling
them a direct assault on press
freedom. She alleged that N
Chandrababu Naidu and TDP
leaders were targeting Sakshi
for consistently exposing the
government’s failures. The
issue was dragged out with
false narratives and manipulat-
ed outrage, while real prob-
lems were ignored. Rajini said
this was a clear sign of the
“Red Book” governance style
that threatens democracy and
media independence in
Andhra Pradesh.

Rajini said that the admin-
istration of YS Jagan Mohan
Reddy empowered women
through landmark schemes
like the Disha app and Disha
police stations. She said Jagan
took firm steps to ensure
women’s safety, economic
independence, and equal par-
ticipation. She condemned
the attacks on YSRCP leaders
and said the coalition govern-
ment is trying to shift public
attention away from its one-
year failures. Rajini urged the
public to see through this
political drama and stand up
for justice, democracy, and the
protection of women and press
freedom.

YSRCP slams
TDP’s ‘smear'

tactics
PNS n VIJAYAWADA

YSRCP official spokesper-
son Putta Shiva Shankar
Reddy has alleged a calcu-
lated conspiracy to malign
State Coordinator Sajjala
Ramakrishna Reddy and
condemned the unlawful
arrest of senior journalist
Kommineni Srinivasa Rao,
calling it an assault on press
freedom. He also decried
the politically motivated
attacks on the offices of a
venacular T V channel
across Andhra Pradesh.

Addressing a press con-
ference at the party’s central
office, Shiva Shankar Reddy
stated that the debate aired
on Sakshi TV occurred a
full 24 hours before a fabri-
cated campaign began. 

Despite this, TDP sup-
porters deliberately connect-
ed the YSRCP and the TV
channel to the remarks and
launched protests filled with
abusive and vulgar rhetoric,
particularly targeting Chief
Minister Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s family, including
his wife, Bharathi Reddy. He
asserted that Sajjala had
already condemned the
orchestrated political drama
in an earlier media briefing.
However, "Yellow Media"
and TDP leader Nara
Lokesh allegedly distorted
Sajjala’s remarks to falsely
claim he had insulted
women—thereby fuelling
yet another smear campaign.

To counter this narra-
t ive,  the YSRCP has
released the full video of
Sajjala’s press conference,
including a three-minute
clip highlighting the actual
statements .  The party
denounced what  it
described as diversionary
tactics by the TDP and its
allies, accusing them of
resorting to cheap tricks to
deflect attention from gov-
ernance failures and the
rising incidence of crimes
against women.

Remarks on Amaravati women:
BJP seeks apology from Jagan

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

BJP State official spokesperson
and TTD Board member
Bhanu Prakash Reddy has
demanded an unconditional
public apology from YSR
Congress Party (YSRCP) pres-
ident and former Chief Minister
Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy for fail-
ing to condemn
d e r o g a t o r y
remarks made
against the women
of Amaravati by a
journalist on
Sakshi TV.

Addressing a
press conference
here on Monday,
Bhanu Prakash
Reddy alleged that
Jagan’s silence
amounted to tacit
approval of the
remarks. “While
the journalist may
have uttered the words, the
script, screenplay, and direction
were clearly by Jagan Mohan
Reddy,” he alleged. 

Stating that the comments
had deeply hurt the sentiments
of Amaravati women, the BJP
leader reiterated his demand
that Jagan Mohan Reddy issue

a public apology without further
delay.

Defending a recent police
action in Tenali where three
youths were beaten in public,
Reddy said the individuals were
allegedly involved in ganja trade
and other unlawful activities. He
criticised Jagan for visiting them
and extending sympathy. “If he

continues support-
ing such elements,
he will remain con-
fined to ‘Odarpu
Yatras’ and will
never undertake a
‘Jaitra Yatra’,” Reddy
said.

He recalled that
Jagan had earlier
referred to
Amaravati as
‘Kammaravati’, a
comment seen as
derogatory and as
an obstacle to capi-
tal development.

Reddy asserted that the coalition
government would act firmly
against rowdyism and anti-
social activities. He warned that
the YSRCP, which won only 11
seats in the recent Assembly
elections, might face further
decline if it did not mend its
ways. 

Seminar held by SDMSM College
on new NAAC framework

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

Sri Durga Malleswara
Siddhartha Mahila Kalasala
organised a seminar on
‘Quality Assurance
Parameters for the New
NAAC Framework –
Paradigm Shift in Higher
Education Institutions’ on
Monday. The event was con-
ducted by the IQAC division

of SDMSM College.
The chief guest, Prof. S

Hari Sriramulu, spoke about
the quality standards of the
new NAAC framework. He
emphasised the importance
of faculty encouraging female
students to participate active-
ly and uphold gender equal-
ity. The college principal, S
Kalpana, also addressed the
gathering.

Medicover Hospitals recognised as
Referral Centre for paediatric cardiac care

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Government of Andhra
Pradesh has recognised
Medicover Hospitals,
Visakhapatnam, as a Referral
Centre for Paediatric Cardiac
Care under the Dr NTR Vaidya
Seva Scheme. This recognition
solidifies Medicover's role in
providing lifesaving interven-
tions for children born with
congenital heart disease
(CHD) across North Andhra
Pradesh.

Following an official inspec-
tion by district health teams
and senior faculty from gov-
ernment medical colleges, the
hospital has been approved to
offer free screening, diagnos-
tics, catheter-based procedures,
and cardiac surgeries for chil-
dren, especially those from
underprivileged families.

At the forefront of this ini-
tiative is Dr Ashok Raju Alluri,
an accomplished Paediatric
Cardiologist whose dedica-
tion, precision, and outcomes
have helped shape Medicover
Vizag into a trusted centre for
paediatric cardiac care. Over
the past year alone, the hospi-
tal has screened more than

1,000 children and completed
250+ successful cardiac inter-
ventions, many of which were
for families unable to afford
specialised care.

To expand outreach,
Medicover will conduct
monthly paediatric cardiac
camps across DEICs in
Srikakulam, Vizianagaram,

Manyam, Visakhapatnam,
Anakapalli and ASR districts.
In addition, children from
orphanages, single-parent
homes, and childcare shelters
will be treated entirely free of
cost as part of Medicover’s
CSR initiative.

The Andhra Pradesh
Government will also provide
ambulance transport as per
availability, ensuring swift
access to tertiary care.

This milestone aligns with
the State’s broader Arogya
Andhra Pradesh Mission, com-
plementing services at the
TTD Sri Padmavathi Children’s
Heart Centre, Tirupati. The
collaboration between Medi
cover and public health author-
ities reflects a shared mission:
ensuring that no child’s heart
condition goes untreated due
to lack of access.

Govt has resorted to diversion politics
instead of addressing governance failures

‘Thalliki Vandanam’ benefits will be
disbursed in a week: Minister

PNS n VISAKHAPATNAM

Social Welfare Minister Dola Sri
Bala Veeranjaneya Swamy, who
also serves as the in-charge
Minister for Visakhapatnam
district, has announced that the
much-anticipated ‘Thalliki
Vandanam’ scheme benefits
will be credited directly into the
beneficiaries’ bank accounts
within a week.

The Minister made the
announcement while address-
ing students and parents at the
‘Shining Stars’ awards ceremo-
ny, held at the B.R. Ambedkar
Assembly Hall on the Andhra
University campus on Monday.
The event, organised by the
State government, recognised
121 meritorious students from
across the district who topped
the Secondary School

Certificate (SSC) and
Intermediate examinations for
the academic year 2024–25.

Each student, six from every
mandal in the district — com-
prising 83 SSC toppers and 38
Intermediate toppers — was
presented with a cheque of Rs
20,000 as a token of apprecia-
tion for their academic excel-
lence.

Speaking at the event,

Minister Swamy assured stu-
dents and parents of the govern-
ment’s unwavering support.
“There is no need to worry. The
Thalliki Vandanam amount
will be credited within a week,”
he said. The Minister further
announced that from this aca-
demic year, the students of
welfare residential schools
(Gurukuls) will receive spe-
cialised coaching for national-

level competitive examinations
like IIT-JEE and NEET.

Encouraging holistic devel-
opment, he also urged students
to participate enthusiastically in
the upcoming International
Yoga Day celebrations on June
21 in Visakhapatnam, which
will be attended by Prime
Minister Narendra Modi.

District Collector M.N.
Harendhira Prasad, who was
present at the event, commend-
ed the students of
Visakhapatnam for consistent-
ly delivering exceptional perfor-
mances both in academics and
extracurricular pursuits. He
advised students to minimise
distractions such as excessive
use of mobile phones and the
IPL cricket season, urging them
to stay focused on their acade-
mic goals.

Dola participates in Shining Stars awards presentation at Andhra University

BJP spokesperson and TTD
Board member Bhanu Prakash
Reddy addressing the media

in Vizag on Monday

Metro Rail
authorities conduct

inspection

PNS n VIJAYAWADA

The Visakhapatnam Metro
Rail Project has taken anoth-
er significant step forward,
with key site inspections
conducted by Metro Rail
authorities and representa-
tives from the Asian
Infrastructure Investment
Bank (AIIB).

As part of the ongoing
progress, officials surveyed
the designated locations
along the proposed metro
corridor. 

Andhra Pradesh Metro
Rail Corporation Managing
Director Ramakrishna Reddy
briefed the media following
the inspection. 

He stated that the team
examined all the identified
locations for metro stations
between Kommadi and
Kurmannapalem.

He further revealed that
the entire metro corridor
will span approximately
46.23 kilometres and include
a total of 43 stations. 

According to preliminary
estimates, the first phase of
the project is expected to cost
around Rs 11,000 crore.
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PNS n BHIMAVARAM

Deputy Speaker of the
Legislative Assembly, K. Raghu
Ramakrishna Raju, along with
West Godavari District
Collector Chadalavada
Nagarani, inaugurated the sup-
ply of purified drinking water
at Peda Amiram village on
Monday.

The purified water is being
supplied through newly
installed ‘Micro Filter Bed’
equipment. Local women were
seen collecting the water from
a public tap following the
launch.

Later, the Deputy Speaker
and the Collector laid the
foundation stone for the con-
struction of ‘NTR Kalavanam’,
an open-air theatre, at the
same village. The project will
be developed at an estimated
cost of Rs 70 lakh — with Rs

30 lakh funded by the village
panchayat and the remaining
Rs 40 lakh contributed by
donors.

Speaking on the occasion,

Raghu Ramakrishna Raju said
the initiative aims to ensure a
steady supply of purified drink-
ing water across the con-
stituency. He stressed the

importance of preventing con-
tamination by prohibiting the
release of household waste-
water and water from aqua
ponds into canals and drains.
Strict action would be taken
against those releasing fish
pond water into irrigation
canals, he warned.

He added that the open-air
theatre is being constructed at
the Peda Amiram panchayat
site in Kalla Mandal, near
Bhimavaram, as there was no
suitable facility for cultural
programmes. “The founda-
tion stone has been laid today
to address this need,” he said.

The Deputy Speaker said the
facility would greatly help in
organising cultural events in
the area. Canara Bank MD and
CEO K. Satyanarayana Raju,
who travelled from Bengaluru,
also took part in the event,
along with other dignitaries.

PNS n KAKINADA

Municipal sanitation workers
affiliated with the AITUC-
backed Andhra Pradesh
Municipal Workers Union
staged a dharna in front of the
Collectorate here on Monday,
demanding redressal of long-
pending issues, primarily relat-
ed to wage arrears.

Addressing the protestors,
AITUC district general secre-
tary Thokala Prasad demand-
ed stringent action against
officials who had shown neg-
ligence in processing the san-
itation workers' wage bills.

He alleged that APCOS san-
itation workers received wages
for only 15 days in May, due to
the apathy of secretariat health
secretaries and inspectors.

“As a result, the sanitation
workers have been forced to
run from pillar to post at the
municipal corporation offices
in search of justice. The

Municipal Commissioner
must intervene and initiate
action against the health sec-
retaries and inspectors work-
ing in Circles 12 and 14. The
unpaid wages must be recov-
ered from the erring officials,”
Prasad said.

He further demanded that
permanent sanitation employ-

ees be provided with uni-
forms, raincoats, soaps, oils,
and that service-based pay
scales be implemented without
delay. Union leaders Bangaru
Rajesham, Janapalli Appanna,
Katari Nageswara Rao, K.
Ravindra, Singampalli Durga,
and Lendha Kavayamma led
the agitation.

Dy Speaker inaugurates purified
drinking water supply system

Municipal sanitation workers
stage dharna over wage arrears

PNS n ELURU

Minister for Civil Supplies
Nadendla Manohar has said
that revolutionary reforms are
being implemented in the edu-
cation sector, with Rs 31,805
crore allocated for the sector in
the 2025–26 financial year.

The Minister took part in
the 'Shining Star' programme
held at the CR Reddy Engineer
Collector Auditorium in
Vatluru near Eluru on Monday.
During the event, he distrib-
uted scholarship cheques and
appreciation certificates to
intermediate students. Eluru
District Collector K. Vetri Selvi
and local MLAs also participat-
ed in the programme.

Speaking on the occasion,
Manohar said the government
is prioritising education and
healthcare, and significant
changes are being introduced.
He urged that Eluru district
should become a model for
innovation in education
through coordinated efforts.

He pointed out that out of
2.78 lakh students in the district,
only 1.30 lakh are enrolled in
Government schools, and
stressed the need to increase this
number. He suggested that the
Zilla Parishad allocate more
funds towards education, noting
that the district has over 10,000
teachers. The Minister called
upon the teaching fraternity to
deliver quality education in a

planned and effective manner.
Manohar announced that fine

quality rice (‘Sanna Biyyam’) will
be supplied to Government
schools and welfare hostels
across the State starting 12 June,
to ensure nutritious food for stu-
dents. This rice will be delivered
to over 41,000 schools and more
than 4,000 welfare hostels. He
added that QR codes on the rice
bags will carry details of the
farmers who cultivated the
paddy, and distribution will be

carried out by the farmers them-
selves on the same day.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of education, the
Minister encouraged students
to remain focused on their
studies and aspire to high-
ranking positions such as IAS
and IPS officers. Collector
Vetri Selvi said the ‘Shining
Star’ programme was organ-
ised to honour top-ranking
students and urged them to
make the most of the

Government's educational ini-
tiatives. MLA Chintamaneni
Prabhakar also addressed the
gathering. ZP Chairperson
Ghanta Padmasree, MLAs
Badeti Radhakrishnaiah
(Chanti), APCA Chairman
Ganni Veeranjaneyulu, RTC
Vijayawada Region Chairman
Reddy Appalanaidu, SP KPS
Kishore, Joint Collector P. Dhatri
Reddy and former MLA Ghanta
Murali Ramakrishna were also
present.

Revolutionary reforms underway
in education sector: Manohar

Manohar said the government is prioritising education and healthcare, and
significant changes are being introduced. He urged that Eluru district should

become a model for innovation in education through coordinated efforts.

PNS n KAKINADA

Minister for Labour Vasamsetti
Subhash has urged the youth
to come forward and establish
industries by availing them-
selves of the incentives provid-
ed by the government.

Speaking as the chief guest
at the Konaseema Start-up
Summit held in
Ramachandrapuram town on
Monday, the Minister said that

both the state and central gov-
ernments were extending sup-
port to unemployed youth to
set up small and medium-scale
industries through bank loans
and subsidies.

He claimed that the Alliance
government is committed to
empowering 1.75 lakh women
entrepreneurs every year by
facilitating financial assistance
and incentives. He added that
there is potential to obtain

bank loans ranging from Rs 1
lakh to Rs 1 crore for such ven-
tures.

MSME State Chairman Siva
Sankar stated that the govern-
ment aims to ensure that every
household has an industry by
2030.

Flipkart Director Dipsy
Vankani, TDP senior leader
Vasamsetti Satyam, Industries
GM Prasad and others also
spoke on the occasion.

Minister urges youth to set up
industries using govt incentives

PNS n ELURU

Eluru MP Putta Mahesh Kumar
has said that Artificial
Intelligence (AI) and Quantum
Computing will be key to shap-
ing the future, and the govern-
ment is already taking steps to
create opportunities for youth
in these advanced fields.

Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu virtually
inaugurated the Swarnandhra
Vision offices across all 175
Assembly constituencies. The
event was attended by MLAs
and Ministers, including Eluru
MP Putta Mahesh Kumar.

Speaking on the occasion, the
MP said the coalition govern-
ment, under the leadership of
Chief Minister Chandrababu
Naidu, is guiding Andhra

Pradesh on the path of develop-
ment after the “chaos and
destruction” of the previous
YSRCP regime.

Highlighting key initiatives,
Mahesh Kumar said the state
government has launched the
ambitious "P-4 Programme"

aimed at poverty eradication,
which is making good progress
with support from donors.

He stressed that the future
would be driven by AI and
Quantum Computing and
added that the government is
actively working to equip the

youth with skills and opportu-
nities in these emerging areas.

To boost employment and
provide livelihoods to the
unemployed, the state govern-
ment is promoting the estab-
lishment of Micro, Small and
Medium Enterprises (MSMEs).
In the Chintalapudi constituen-
cy, the foundation stone for one
such unit has already been laid.
The Chief Minister also
announced plans to set up
MSME industrial parks in all
constituencies across the state.

Mahesh Kumar further said
the government is committed to
both welfare and development.
As part of efforts to make gov-
ernance more accessible, CM
Naidu plans to introduce addi-
tional services soon through
"WhatsApp Governance."

AI, Quantum Computing will shape the future: MP Putta

PNS n BHIMAVARAM

Union Minister of State for Steel
and Heavy Industries
Bhupatiraju Srinivasa Varma
has stated that the
Visakhapatnam Steel Plant
(VSP) registered a profit of Rs
17 crore owing to a special
package announced by the
Central government.

Speaking at a press confer-
ence here on Monday, the
Minister also revealed that the
third blast furnace at VSP
would soon be inaugurated,
boosting the plant’s production
capacity.

Highlighting development
works in the Narasapuram
Parliamentary constituency, he
said several new projects had
been sanctioned within the
past year. He added that Rs 100
crore had been allocated under
the Central Road Infrastructure
Fund (CRIF) for the develop-
ment of the Losari-
Bhimavaram-Pippara road.

He announced that the long-
delayed NH 165 Phase 2
Akiveedu-Digamarru road pro-
ject had been revived. “The
alignment has been modified,
and the two-lane road has been
upgraded to a four-lane one.
Permissions from the Centre
have been secured, and a
Detailed Project Report (DPR)
has been submitted. The project
will be taken up at a cost of Rs
2,500 crore,” he said. A gazette
notification has been issued,
and Union Cabinet approval is
expected shortly.

Addressing concerns over
compensation delays for farm-
ers who gave land for NH 165

Phase 1 six years ago, the
Minister said the Rs 25 crore
compensation issue had been
resolved after consultations
with senior National Highways
officials.

Srinivasa Varma further stat-
ed that Rs 200 crore had been
sanctioned under the PM Gati
Shakti project for the con-
struction of three Road Over
Bridges (ROBs) in the con-
stituency. Proposals for 43
ROBs and RUBs had been sub-
mitted to the Railway Ministry
to address traffic bottlenecks at
level crossings, and approval
was expected soon.

He also announced that the
Vande Bharat Express would be
extended from
Chennai–Vijayawada to
Narasapuram, with technical
formalities being addressed. A
request was also made to pro-
vide a halt for the

Hyderabad–Visakhapatnam
Vande Bharat at
Tadepalligudem.

The Minister said CSR funds
of Rs 10 crore had been sanc-
tioned to establish dialysis cen-
tres in each assembly con-
stituency, with work already
under way in Tanuku,
Tadepalligudem, Attili,
Achanta, Bhimavaram, and
Palakollu.

Srinivasa Varma strongly
condemned the derogatory
remarks made by a veteran
journalist during a debate on a
vernacular news channel.

MLAs Pulaparthi
Ramanjaneyulu, Arimilli
Radhakrishna, Bommidi
Nayakar, APIIC Chairman M.
Ramaraju, BJP State General
Secretary Garapati
Sitaramanjaneya, and BJP
District President Ainapudi
Sridevi were present.

VSP earned Rs 17 cr profit due to
special package: Union Minister

Twins drown
in sump,
bodies

recovered

PNS n KAKINADA

In a tragic incident, twin
boys drowned in a sump
at a mango orchard in
Bala Thimmaiah Gari
Palli village of
Chakrayapet mandal on
Monday.

According to police,
the deceased — Ram and
Lakshman, both aged 11
— had entered the sump
while playing and acci-
dentally drowned. Their
bodies were later
retrieved.

The twins were
orphans and had been
living under the care of
their maternal uncle.
Their bodies were shift-
ed to the Government
General Hospital for
postmortem.

3 engg students
held for pelting
stones at train

PNS n ONGOLE

Police have arrested three
engineering college students
for allegedly pelting stones at
the Vande Bharat train.

According to police, three
coaches—C5, C8, and C11—
were damaged during the
incident.

Speaking to the media on
Monday, Railway DSP
Muralidhar said the attack
occurred at Ongole railway
station on 5 June at 6:30 pm.

The police reviewed
CCTV footage and identified
the three students responsi-
ble for throwing stones at the
train. The accused had pur-
chased liquor from a wine
shop and, while intoxicated,
hurled stones at the Vande
Bharat train, the DSP added.

PNS n HYDERABAD

The Union Minister of State for
Home Affairs, Bandi Sanjay
Kumar, said that former
Special Investigations Bureau
(SIB) chief Prabhakar Rao is
no ordinary man.

Holding Prabhakar respon-
sible for the troubles faced by
many public activists like him,
Sanjay described Prabhakar
as a ‘scoundrel.’ He said that
“Prabhakar underwent the
KCR family’s counselling” in
the US. “Prabhakar surren-
dered and appeared for the
inquiry as per a well-crafted
plan. The statement given by
Prabhakar during the inquiry

must be made public as it is not
just Chief Minister Revanth
Reddy’s phone he had tapped,
but the phones of the leaders
of the Congress, the BJP, the
BRS, judges, and also mine,”
Sanjay said.

He said that many lives
were destroyed by Prabhakar.
“Numerous families were
ruined and were pushed onto
the streets. Prabhakar stooped
so low that he even tapped the
private conversations between
husbands and wives, creating
a situation where couples
couldn’t even speak freely on
the phone,” Sanjay said.

He said the public has the
right to know as per whose

orders the phones were tapped.
“After the phones were

tapped, what was done with
that data? Who got the record-
ings? Who was blackmailed
using those audio files?” he
asked. “Strong action must be
taken against Prabhakar Rao as
per the court’s guidelines.
Public confidence in the
Congress Government is
already weakening. Not even a
single corruption case has
been properly investigated in
the last 18 months of Congress
rule. At least now, the govern-
ment should argue strongly in
court. Prabhakar and the mas-
terminds behind him must be
proved guilty,” he said.

Prabhakar Rao was ‘counselled’
by KCR family in US: Sanjay

Steady progress in
Polavaram works,

says Nimmala

PNS n RAJAHMUNDRY

Irrigation Minister Nimmala
Ramanaidu has strongly
denied reports published in a
YSRCP-friendly newspaper
about the Polavaram pro-
ject, calling them baseless
and misleading. He accused
the opposition of deliberate-
ly spreading falsehoods at a
time when the project is back
on track and construction is
progressing steadily.

Speaking to the media in
Rajahmundry, the minister crit-
icised the previous YSRCP gov-
ernment, saying its negligence
had put the future of Polavaram
at risk. In contrast, he stated, the
current government is ensuring
steady progress. He noted that
international experts have
inspected the project four times,
confirming its quality and direc-
tion.

Responding to claims that
the diaphragm wall (D-wall)
is being built with reduced
thickness, Minister Nimmala
clarified that such allegations
are entirely false. “The article
published in Sakshi claiming
the D-wall is thinner is incor-
rect. During deep construc-
tion up to 100 metres, slight
variations are natural and
within the approved design. 

Masula Beach
Fest showcased

AP’s coastal
potential: Kollu

PNS n MACHILIPATNAM

Minister for Mines, Geology
and Excise, Kollu Ravindra,
has extended heartfelt thanks
to the people of Andhra
Pradesh and the district
administration for the grand
success of the Masula Beach
Fest 2025. The four-day cel-
ebration of food, culture, and
entertainment, held at
Manginapudi Beach near
Machilipatnam, attracted
large crowds and received
widespread acclaim.

In a statement, Minister
Ravindra expressed special
gratitude to Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu, Deputy
Chief Minister K. Pawan
Kalyan, and Minister Nara
Lokesh for their encourage-
ment and support. “It is a mat-
ter of pride that Machilipatnam
served as the venue for such a
spectacular event,” he said.

The Minister noted that the
beach festival marks a signifi-
cant step towards realising the
Chief Minister’s vision of trans-
forming Andhra Pradesh into
a hub for tourism and sports.
“This festival provided a won-
derful opportunity to showcase
our state’s rich arts, culture, tra-
ditions, and sporting potential,”
he remarked.

Emphasising the untapped
promise of the coastline,
Ravindra highlighted plans to
develop Machilipatnam’s shores
as a driver of employment and
economic growth. “We will
convert Krishna district into a
model of rapid development,”
he added.



ACROSS THE STATES

D
elhi Chief Minister Rekha Gupta on Monday planted a
'sindoor' sapling at a government school in her Shalimar
Bagh constituency and said the country's military

response was a reflection of our "national spirit". Prime
Minister Narendra Modi too had planted a 'sindoor' sapling,
presented to him by a group of women who had ‹shown
remarkable courage during the 1971 war, at his residence on
World Environment Day on June 5. The gesture was seen as a
nod to the recent Operation Sindoor. Launching the Ek Ped
Maa Ke Naam 2.0 campaign, Gupta called it a historic step by
the Delhi government. She emphasised that this is not just an
"environmental" initiative but an emotional, cultural and social
commitment dedicated to our mothers, motherland, and
Mother Nature. While appreciating the inspiration provided by
prime minister, she took a dig at the previous Delhi
government for "rejecting" several "people-centric" initiatives of
the central government purely for political reasons.

Delhi CM Rekha plants
‘sindoor' sapling 

T
he Delhi High Court on Monday refused to grant an immediate
stay on the demolition of alleged illegal constructions in Batla
House. A division bench of Justices Girish Kathpalia and Tejas

Karia was acting on a PIL filed by AAP MLA Amanatullah Khan and
posted it on June 11, the day of the scheduled demolition after the
matter came up at around 6.10 pm on Monday. "For submissions
on two issues, list the petition on June 11. We are not going to stay
it (for now) because we are told that the Supreme Court has
declined...," the bench said. The court, which was hearing the PIL,
observed that the single judge had already granted the interim relief
to several persons in their petitions but the case at hand was filed
in public interest. Justice Karia earlier in the day while sitting as a
single-judge granted status quo to certain residents of the area. He
noted that a similar relief was granted in relation to a similarly-
situated property in Batla House area on June 4 and asked the DDA
to file its response to the present plea in four weeks.

HC no to stay demolition
in Batla House area

O
disha Law Minister Prithviraj Harichandan on Monday said
that about 80 per cent of the work for smooth
organisation of annual Rath Yatra in Puri is complete. The

Rath Yatra of the Lord Jagannath will be held on June 27. The
second coordination meeting to discuss the preparations for
the famous chariot festival was held in Puri under the
chairmanship of Harichandan during the day. Lakhs of devotees
gather in the seaside town every year on the occasion.
Speaking to the media after the meeting, Harichandan said
about 80 per cent of the work for the festival has been
completed, while the remaining job will come to an end before
the Rath Yatra. With the blessings of Lord Jagannath, this
year's Rath Yatra will be completed smoothly with the
cooperation of all, the law minister asserted. The administration
of Lord Jagannath’s temple in Puri functions under the law
department of the state government. Asked about the measures
taken in view of the spread of Covid-19, Harichandan said
neither the Centre nor the state health department has any
advisory for it.

80pc work for Rath Yatra
in Puri completed
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Releases BJP's ‘11
year' report card, 

PNS n NEW DELHI

The Congress on Monday
released a booklet to mark
Narendra Modi's 11 years at
the Centre, highlighting stag-
nated growth rate, rising
hunger, and his "unfulfilled
promises". Congress general
secretary Jairam Ramesh in a
post on X said that the book-
let, '11 Saal, Jhoothe Vikaas ke
vade', commemorates "some of
the biggest lies of this
Government."

Addressing a press confer-
ence, AICC research depart-
ment head Rajeev Gowda,
who prepared the booklet,
alleged, "This government is
very good at fake news and
propaganda. It is our job as the
Opposition to get people to
know this grim reality."

He said that to expose the
BJP's on its promises the party

was releasing two sets of doc-
uments. The booklet, 'Ek Aur
Baar Jumla Sarkar', he said,
looks at the promises made by
the BJP in its 2024 manifesto,
and has since made. The other
one, he said, is '11 Saal Jhoote
Vikaas Ke Vaade', which is a
"detailed exposé" of the "hol-
low promises" of the BJP.

"In the 11-Saal document,
one of the first themes that
they (BJP) highlight is taking
care of the poor and the mar-
ginalised. They are very happy
that 81 crore people are getting
free food grains under the
Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan

Anna Yojana (PMGKAY). But
the basic problem of hunger is
a much larger crisis in India,
and it puts us at 105th out of
127 countries in the World
Hunger Index.

"Its implications: malnutri-
tion is affecting our children in
a horrible way, crippling their
growth. Stunting is at 35.5
percent; Wasting is at 19.3 per
cent; Underweight is at 32.1
per cent," Gowda said.

He said that nearly a third of
Indian children are suffering
from malnutrition, even as
the BJP insists on Viksit
Bharat.

Congress flags rising hunger, inequality

PNS n BENGALURU

Senior IPS officer Vikash
Kumar Vikash, who was
among the five officers sus-
pended in connection with the
stampede outside the
Chinnaswamy Stadium, has
moved the Central
Administrative Tribunal chal-
lenging his suspension, official
sources said on Monday.

Vikash, who was the
Additional Commissioner of
Police (West), moved the tri-
bunal last week, they said.

The tribunal is likely to hear
the matter in the days ahead,
sources said. Chief Minister
Siddaramaiah on June 5 ordered
the suspension of five officers,
including those of the Circle
Police Inspector of the Cubbon
Park Police station A K Girish and
Assistant Commissioner of Police

C Balakrishna, Deputy
Commissioner of Police of cen-
tral division Shekhar H
Tekkannavar, and Commissioner
of Police Bengaluru city
Dayananda.

Defending the police suspen-
sions, Siddaramaiah on Friday
said prima facie those who have
not fulfilled their responsibility
properly have been suspended.

The suspension order said,
"It is found that there has been
on the face of it substantial
dereliction of duty by these
officers."

BENGALURU STAMPEDE

PNS n NEW DELHI

India will not engage with
Pakistan on the Indus Waters
Treaty (IWT) till New Delhi's
concerns regarding terrorism
are addressed and the pact is
completely revamped, sources
said.

They said Pakistan's Water
Resources Secretary Syed Ali
Murtaza has reached out mul-
tiple times, urging India to
reconsider the decision to put
the IWT in abeyance.

In multiple letters to his
Indian counterpart, Debashree
Mukherjee, Murtaza has
repeatedly expressed his gov-
ernment's readiness to discuss
specific objections raised by
New Delhi. India has not
responded to any of Pakistan's
letters and will not engage with
the neighbouring country in
any capacity till New Delhi's
concerns regarding terrorism
are addressed and the pact is
completely revamped, the
sources said.

India placed the 1960 IWT

in abeyance following the
April 22 Pahalgam terror
attack, in which 26 people
were killed and Mukherjee
had officially conveyed the
decision to Pakistan.

Brokered by the World
Bank, the IWT has governed
the distribution and use of the
water of the Indus river and its
tributaries between India and
Pakistan since 1960.

The Indus river system
comprises the main river, the
Indus, and its tributaries. Ravi,
Beas and Sutlej are collective-
ly referred to as the eastern
rivers, while the Indus, Jhelum
and Chenab are known as the
western rivers.

After putting the IWT in
abeyance, India is planning a
study to maximise the utilisa-
tion of its share of water with-
in the treaty with Pakistan.
The study aims at optimising
water resources, including the
development of new infra-
structure, and ensuring that
India's rights under the treaty
are fully utilised.

‘India cannot hold talks
on IWT until terror

concerns addressed'

IPS officer moves CAT
challenging suspension

PNS n MOSCOW

The tension between India
and China has eased “signifi-
cantly” and the stalled work of
the RIC troika could be restart-
ed, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergei Lavrov said on Monday.

Speaking at the “Forum of
the Future-2050” here, he said
the resumption of joint work
in RIC format could be the
first step towards pan-
Eurasian processes, including
the formation of a multi-polar
architecture.

"I really hope that we will be
able to restore the work of the
Russia-India-China trio. We
have not met at the level of for-
eign ministers for the last

couple of years, but we are dis-
cussing this issue with my
Chinese colleague and with
the Indian head of the
External Affairs department.

“I really hope that now that
the tension has eased, in my
opinion, has eased signifi-
cantly on the border between
India and China, and the sit-

uation is stabilising, there is a
dialogue between New Delhi
and Beijing, we will be able to
resume the work of this
Russia-India-China trio,"
Lavrov was reported as saying
by Russia’s state-run TASS
news agency.

Lavrov said that Russia and
China can and should play a
leading and proactive role in
the pan-continental process,
including in the formation of
a multi-polar architecture, and
added that the restoration of
the RIC format could act as
the first step towards this.

“This will also be a very
important step forward in the
movement of continental
processes,” Lavrov added.

Tension between India, China has
eased significantly: Russian FM Lavrov

Ayodhya land prices
soar as circle rates
hiked up to 200% 

PNS n AYODHYA (UP)

After eight years, the circle
rates of Ayodhya have been
revised upward, with an
increase ranging from 30 per
cent to 200 per cent, depend-
ing on location and land use,
officials said here on Monday.

The new rates, which came
into effect on Monday, have
particularly impacted areas
within a 10-kilometre radius
of the Ram Janmabhoomi
Temple, where rates have
jumped by over 150 per cent.

Shanti Bhushan Chaubey,
sub-registrar of Sadar
(Faizabad) tehsil, said the
revised rates were imple-
mented following a propos-
al submitted in September
2024.

"After addressing objec-
tions, the new circle rates
were approved by District
Magistrate Tikaram Funde
and have now been enforced,"
he said.

PNS n NEW DELHI

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi
on Monday lauded the
Election Commission's (EC)
reported decision to share the
electoral-roll data for Haryana
and Maharashtra as "a good
first step" and urged the poll
body to announce the exact
date by which the data will be
handed over in a digital,
machine-readable format.

The leader of opposition in
the Lok Sabha shared the
screenshot of a media report
that claimed that the EC has
cleared the way for sharing
the electoral-roll data for
Haryana and Maharashtra
from 2009 to 2024, following
an assurance it gave to the
Delhi High Court earlier in
the year.

There was, however, no
official word from the EC on
the reported move as yet.

In a post on X, Gandhi said,
"Good first step taken by EC
to hand over voter rolls."

"Can the EC please

announce the exact date by
which this data will be hand-
ed over in a digital, machine-
readable format?" the former
Congress chief asked.

In a post on X, the Chief
Electoral Office in
Maharashtra said electoral
rolls are revised annually
through a participatory exer-
cise.

"During this annual exer-
cise, the electoral rolls are
shared, free of cost, with recog-
nised political parties, includ-
ing INC, first at draft stage and
second time after its finalisa-
tion. 

The similar exercise was
done in 2009, 2014, 2019 and
2024 and copies of such elec-
toral rolls were then shared
with INC, as well as with
other political parties. 

A complete copy of elec-
toral roll used in general
elections to Legislat ive
Assembly, Maharashtra-2024
is also available on website for
public to freely download," it
said.

No letup in heatwave
in Punjab, Haryana;

Sirsa hottest at 46.4
oc

PNS n CHANDIGARH

There was no respite from
blistering heat in Haryana
and Punjab on Monday as
Sirsa touched 46.4 degrees
Celsius while Chandigarh,
the common capital of the
two states, recorded season's
highest maximum so far at
43.8 degrees Celsius.

Haryana's Sirsa continued
to reel under intense heat,
even as most other places in
the state also recorded above
normal maximum tempera-
tures. According to the
weather department here,
Rohtak recorded a maximum
of 45.6 degrees Celsius while
intense heat also swept Hisar,
which registered a high of 44
degrees Celsius.

Can EC announce date by which
electoral-roll data of Haryana,
Maha will be handed over: Rahul

PNS n NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi
asserted on Monday that under
the 11 years of his government
India has not just become the
fastest-growing major economy
but is also a key global voice on
pressing issues like climate
action and digital innovation.

A clear focus on good gover-
nance and transformation, Modi
said of the last 11 years as his gov-
ernment finished the first year of
its third term on Monday. A link
shared by him noted that 60 per
cent of the current Union min-
isters are from the SC, ST and
OBC categories, a message aimed
at burnishing social justice cre-
dentials of his government amid
attempts by opposition parties
like the Congress to paint it as
working against their interests.

This is the highest ever rep-
resentation of these margin-
alised groups in the Union
Council of Ministers, it added.

In his post on X, Modi said
powered by the blessings and
collective participation of 140

crore Indians, India has wit-
nessed rapid transformations
across diverse sectors.

Guided by the principle of
'Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas,
Sabka Vishwas, Sabka Prayas',
the NDA government has deliv-
ered path-breaking changes
with speed, scale and sensitiv-
ity, he said. From economic
growth to social upliftment,
the focus has been on people-
centric, inclusive and all round
progress, he added.

The prime minister said, "We
are proud of our collective suc-

cess but at the same time, we
look ahead with hope, confi-
dence and a renewed resolve to
build a Viksit Bharat."

He used the hashtag of "11
year of seva" (11 years of ser-
vice) with the post, while shar-
ing links to the details of
changes effected in different
sectors. It said Modi has
brought the politics of develop-
ment, 'Vikasvaad' into the main-
stream, making it the focal
point around which political
discourse and policy action
now revolves.

PNS n CHENNAI

The DMK was not afraid of "ordi-
nary persons" like Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Union Home
Minister Amit Shah and has a
"counter-ideology" to that of the
BJP that would ensure the saffron
party doesn't gain a foothold in
Tamil Nadu, senior party leader A
Raja said here on Monday. 

Addressing a press conference
here in response to Amit Shah's
criticism of the ruling DMK in
Madurai on Sunday, Raja claimed
the BJP veteran's remarks on var-
ious issues were "blatant lies, dis-
gusting and divisive."

The Lok Sabha MP asserted
that the BJP cannot gain a foothold
in Tamil Nadu, where Assembly
polls are due next year, unlike

Delhi or Maharashtra since the
Dravidian ideology was a counter
to the saffron one.

"How did (AAP chief) Arvind
Kejriwal come to power (in Delhi)-
- he only opposed corruption, did
he have an ideology, were there
leaders behind him....we are not
afraid of Amit Shah and Modi--
after all, they are ordinary persons.
The political ideology behind
them is invading everywhere and
winning, but why is it unable to
win here. 

DMK not afraid of ‘ordinary persons’ like Modi, Shah: A Raja

PNS n NEW DELHI

A climate policy at the global
level to tackle warming might
be strongly backed by public, a
study has claimed.

Global carbon pricing, cou-
pled with a system of redistrib-
uting the revenues -- either
among citizens or for investing
in mitigating climate change -
- is considered by economists
as a 'reference climate policy' as
it can both reduce emissions
and promote equity.

Co-authored by researchers
at the Potsdam Institute for
Climate Impact Research,
Germany, the study, in 2021,
surveyed over 40,000 people
from 20 countries, which

account for about three-quar-
ters of the global carbon emis-
sions.

The team found a "strong
and genuine" support for glob-
al climate policy, with 70 per
cent people favouring it in the
US and 94 per cent in Japan.

The findings, published in
the journal Nature Human
Behaviour, also showed that
respondents backed policies,
including a global carbon pric-
ing scheme, in which the
remaining global emissions
budget -- how much can we
emit more before we breach 2
degrees Celsius warming -- is
divided according to popula-
tion, with countries receiving
emission rights they can trade.

"We were pleasantly sur-
prised by the results. Politicians
should not be too afraid of cit-
izens when pushing ahead with
global climate protection," co-
author Linus Mattauch, head of
societal transition and well-

being research group at
Potsdam Institute for Climate
Impact Research, said.

A second survey, conducted
in 2023 among 8,000 people in
the US and European Union,
showed that the respondents

supported a concrete timeline
for carbon pricing -- with, for
example, USD 90 per tonne of
carbon dioxide in 2030, and a
per capita reimbursement of
USD 30 per month for every
adult worldwide. This would be
a substantial financial inflow to
the Global South, where per
capita carbon emissions are rel-
atively low and where 30 dol-
lars has more purchasing
power than in the wealthy
Global North, researchers said.

They added that three-quar-
ters of the participants in the
EU, and more than half in the
US, expressed support for the
idea, despite understanding
that their own country might
incur a financial loss under

these conditions. "When asked
'At which level(s) do you think
public policies to tackle climate
change need to be put in place?
70 per cent (in the US) to 94
per cent (in Japan) choose the
global level," the authors wrote.

"Three quarters of
Europeans and half of
Americans support the GCS
(global climate scheme), even
as they understand its cost to
them," they wrote. Lead author
Adrien Fabre, from the
International Research Center
on the Environment and
Development (CIRED),
France, said, "Against this back-
drop, the question is why the
international community is
not making faster progress."

70% people surveyed in US favour global climate policy

Odisha increases
compensation
for loss of life

PNS n BHUBANESWAR

The Odisha government on
Monday announced the
enhancement of compensa-
tion for loss of life in an attack
by a wild animal to Rs 10 lakh
from the existing Rs 6 lakh,
an official statement said.

Chief Minister Mohan
Charan Majhi approved a
proposal in this regard taking
into account the loss of life
and property caused due to
attacks by wild animals,
mainly in areas close to
forests. The government also
made a provision for assis-
tance for damage caused to
houses by wild animals.

"If a house is damaged,
then the affected persons
will be given a dwelling unit
under the Antyaodoya Griha
Yojana or a financial assis-
tance equivalent to the house
will be provided," the state-
ment issued by the CMO
said. If the kitchen, grain stor-
age house or goat shed is
damaged, a compassionate
assistance amount of Rs 3,000
will be provided, it said.

‘India witnessed changes
across diverse sectors’



I
ndia is witnessing a significant transformation in its edu-
cational and professional landscapes, with an increasing
number of women enrolling in Master of Business

Administration (MBA) programmes and advancing into top
leadership roles in the corporate world. This shift marks not
only a welcome departure from past trends but also signals
a more inclusive and dynamic future for Indian business-
es. Historically, business education in India was pre-
dominantly male-dominated. However, recent data
highlights a steady and substantial increase in the
participation of women in MBA programmes. 

According to the All India Council for Technical
Education (AICTE), women accounted for 42.11
per cent of total MBA enrolments in the 2022-23
academic year — an impressive leap from 33 per
cent in 2018-19. In raw numbers, this represents
a jump from 78,374 women in 2018-19 to 1,20,142
in 2022-23. This progress is not limited to statis-
tics alone. The country’s top 10 business schools
have reported that 50 per cent or more of their 2024
MBA cohorts comprise women, marking a notable
move towards gender parity. Even at the state level,
such as in Maharashtra, the shift is evident.
According to data from the state’s Common Entrance Test
(CET) cell, women now form nearly half of all MBA stu-

dents — a remarkable rise.While metro cities lead in women’s
business education, tier 2 and tier 3 cities are not far behind.
Cities like Indore, Nashik, and Coimbatore have seen a 27
per cent rise in women enrolling in MBA programmes since
2020, as noted in the India Higher Education Report 2023. 

Regional business schools are playing an instrumental role
in this expansion. The digital revolution has also democ-
ratised access to business education. A KPMG report
revealed that between 2021 and 2023, online MBA enrol-
ment by women in non-metro cities rose by 54 per cent,
allowing women to access quality education without need-

ing to relocate — an essential consideration for
many. Several factors have contributed to this pos-

itive trend. First and foremost is economic
empowerment. An MBA is increasingly seen as
a gateway to financial independence and career
advancement, enabling women to break tradi-
tional socio-economic barriers. Secondly, busi-
ness schools are becoming more inclusive. Many
institutions now offer scholarships, mentorship
programmes, and flexible learning options
specifically designed for women. There is also
a notable push for innovation in financing, par-
ticularly for students from tier 2-3 regions,
including customised scholarship schemes and
staggered fee payment plans. In addition,
Government and corporate initiatives are

fuelling this shift. For instance, the Maharashtra Government
introduced a 100 per cent fee waiver for girls pursuing pro-

fessional courses from families earning less than ̀ 8 lakh per
year — a move expected to significantly boost female par-
ticipation in higher education. The increased participation
of women in MBA programmes is translating into real
impact in the business world. Women MBA graduates are
making their mark in industries ranging from finance to tech. 

A study by Institutional Investor Advisory Services (IiAS)
revealed that women now occupy 18 per cent of board posi-
tions among the top 500 NSE-listed companies. There are
22 women board chairs, 25 women CEOs, and 62 women
holding executive directorships among these 
firms. Moreover, women are showing stronger performance
in placements. Data indicates that female MBA graduates
have a 36.7 per cent higher selection rate than their
male counterparts, showcasing their preparedness and indus-
try relevance. Entrepreneurship is also seeing a surge among
women with MBAs. Armed with formal training and a fresh
perspective, many are launching their ventures, driving inno-
vation, and contributing significantly to the economy. While
the progress is commendable, sustained efforts are required
to deepen and expand the gains. Organisations must imple-
ment policies that promote gender equality, such as equal
pay, anti-discrimination practices, and transparent promo-
tions. Mentorship networks should be developed to provide
women with guidance and role models. Additionally, flex-
ible work arrangements can help balance professional and
personal responsibilities, further reducing attrition.
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T
he Hindu civilisation was first
exposed to a new experience when
Muhammad bin Qasim, an Arab
invader, arrived in Sindh. He came

from Arabia by land and sea routes. While
defending his kingdom, Sindh, Raja Dahir
Sen, its last Hindu ruler, was killed and sub-
sequently, common folk were butchered.
For no rhyme or reason evident to Hindus,
many temples were demolished, their idols
smashed and priests killed.

We call this a new experience because
common folk and priests, who had noth-
ing to do with fighting the invader Qasim,
too were butchered. Nor was there any rea-
son to demolish temples, except for the rea-
son that they were of another religion the
invaders hated (and still do). In the Hindu
understanding, these are outright adharmic
acts. From that day in the year 712 AD to
the time of writing this article, the invaders,
except for the Europeans, have not both-
ered to understand what temples and the
idols worshipped in them mean for Hindus.
Temples are not mere prayer halls, as the
Abrahamic places of worship are. 

They are deeply spiritual, sacred places
where the worshipper connects with the
divine. In the Hindu worldview, a war is
seldom fought with the intent of capturing
the enemy’s territory. Attacking others’
kingdom(s) is normally to rectify a wrong 
and not to dispossess the enemy for self-
aggrandisement. 

It is not that such aggression has not
been committed by Hindus against each
other; there might have been a few such
wars, but they were adharmic acts,
deserving of punishment due to their
being dushkarmas (bad deeds). 

Let us look at the most recent example
of Operation Sindoor. India’s declared aim
was to defeat and destroy terrorists —
only terrorists — and, as far as possible,
not to touch either common folk or even
enemy soldiers. Our representative reg-
ularly informed the required channels of
our intent in this regard, because our mil-
itary action was against terrorists, and no
one else. 

That is the essence of the term dharmic,
i.e., ethical, distinct from merciless. In
contrast, Pakistan invariably does not care
whether civilians, women and children, old
or young, are hit or killed. It has chosen ter-
rorism as it is a cheap way of fighting a
superior India whose military might it can-
not match. 

Uniforms aren’t needed; ragtag outfits
can kill and escape accountability. If ter-
rorists are captured or killed, the sponsor-
ing country can safely disown the slain
individual. No contact is maintained with

the families of the
killed. All in all, from
the patrons’ point of
view, terrorists are
assets with few liabili-
ties. Pakistani infiltra-
tions, therefore, could
continue no matter
how poor the country’s
economy has become
in recent years. It is a
wonder that the coun-
try has managed to
remain a member of
the United Nations
Organisation (UNO),

which is generally seen
as a respectable global body. 

Not only that, Pakistan has once even
been the president of the Security Council
by a strange ‘rotating’ arrangement!
Fundamentally, anyone wise would agree
that the proper purpose of war should be
deriving as well as enjoying a lasting
peace. This means that such a war ought
to be a dharmic or an ethical one. In com-
mon parlance, the minimum expectation

would be that in such a combat, there
should be no hitting below the belt. 

In the Hindu view, no matter how eth-
ical the combat or hostilities are, the
killing of women and children is unthink-
able. The murdering of husbands in the
presence of their wives and children is even
worse, because, to a Hindu woman, her
husband’s life is more sacred than her own.
All this is so far as means go. 

As far as the ends are concerned, it
should not be the acquisition of another
country’s territory or assets to enrich
one’s own country. India’s experience of
invaders like Mahmud of Ghazni and
Muhammad Ghori has been detestable.
Ghori, an Afghan Turkic invader, was rout-
ed by the Hindu monarch of Delhi,
Prithviraj Chauhan, in the First Battle of
Tarain in 1191 AD, but his life was spared
by the Hindu victor. 

Ghori, instead of remembering his debt
to Maharaja Prithviraj Chauhan, attacked
again in 1192 AD. He managed to win the
Second Battle of Tarain but, far from show-
ing any gratitude for being let off alive the
previous time, had Prithviraj blinded and

murdered. This was the Islamic invader’s
‘gratitude’ towards a man who could 
have easily had him killed but chose to
spare his life.

Europe has over the centuries witnessed
many a war. The cruelties witnessed, espe-
cially in the intra-Christian wars (Catholic
versus Protestant, Orthodox versus non-
Orthodox) were harsh. 

World Wars I and II claimed up to 100
million people, soldiers and civilians.
WWI solved nothing; it only led to WWII,
which produced the infamous Cold War,
which ended in 1991 with the dissolution
of the Soviet Union, which formerly had
been the Czarist Russian Empire. Europe
is still at war. There are guidelines set out
by the Geneva Convention on how to treat
captured and/or wounded soldiers in war.

However, there are no ethical rules. The
concept of the dharmic has no place in the
European ethos. The difference between
the Hindu and Western/Abrahamic world-
views is stark.

The world of dharmic war
Unlike the Abrahamic tradition of conquest and domination, the Hindu approach to 

war — rooted in Dharma — seeks justice, not territory; balance, not revenge

ASHISH
MUNJAL
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How women are reshaping the future of business leadership

I
n an age where silence is complicity, Greta Thunberg has once again
placed herself at the forefront of a moral reckoning — this time not for
the climate, but for humanity. Her latest act of defiance is a brave and

urgent mission to breach Israel’s naval blockade of Gaza and deliver
humanitarian aid to a region ravaged by war, hunger, and despair. The
vessel Madleen, carrying Thunberg and 11 other activists, set sail from
Sicily with the goal of not only providing relief but also bearing witness to
the suffering that has become normalised in Gaza.

The Gaza Strip, home to over two million Palestinians, has been under
an Israeli-led land, air, and sea blockade since 2007. What began as a
measure to contain Hamas has, over the years, evolved into a systematic
form of collective punishment, trapping civilians in a nightmare of
restricted movement, economic stagnation, and relentless bombardment.
The ongoing conflict between Israel and Hamas has repeatedly left Gaza’s
infrastructure in ruins, its people traumatised, and its future uncertain.
After the October 7, 2023 attacks by Hamas, Israel intensified its military
offensive, enforcing a “total blockade” for nearly three months. During this
period, food, fuel, and medical supplies were cut off almost entirely. While
some aid has trickled in since, international agencies warn of a looming
famine. According to the United Nations and other humanitarian groups,
Gaza’s children are starving, hospitals are collapsing, and entire
communities are without access to clean water. Greta Thunberg, known
globally for her fearless climate activism, has turned her attention to
Gaza’s humanitarian emergency with the same clarity and urgency.
Alongside fellow activists, including Brazilian social activist Thiago Ávila
and French Member of European Parliament Rima Hassan, Greta seeks to
defy the blockade and deliver critical supplies. Their journey is not only
symbolic — it is a desperate attempt to fill a moral void where world
leaders have failed. 

Defence Minister Israel Katz has declared that Madleen will not be
allowed to reach Gaza, calling Thunberg and her fellow activists
“antisemitic” and “Hamas propagandists.” But labelling humanitarians as
enemies does not negate the horror unfolding in Gaza. It only reveals the
depth of Israel’s moral detachment from the humanitarian consequences
of its siege. Greta Thunberg’s mission is not about politics — it is about
principle. When Governments dehumanise an entire population, it is the
duty of civil society to act. Her boat, carrying food, medicine, and dignity,
represents more than aid — it is a statement that the world is watching,
and that silence is no longer an option. She must be supported because
she is doing what international institutions have failed to: bring real
attention, real supplies, and real compassion to a suffering population.
Let us not forget: humanitarian aid is not a threat — it is a right. Greta
Thunberg’s journey to Gaza is not merely about a boat and some supplies.
It is about reclaiming our shared humanity. It is about saying no to
indifference. And in this moral struggle, we must stand with her — not just
in word, but in action.

Greta is on a mission to make world aware of the
pressing humanitarian crises of our time, siege of Gaza 

Greta Thunberg’s
humanitarian voyage

Assembly elections in Bihar
The assembly election in Bihar is due later this year, and
the new assembly will have to be constituted before
November 22. There is intense political activity in Bihar
with speculation about the final shape of rival alliances.
The BJP is not confident. The ‘jungle raj’ dig of the party
aims to remind people of the lawlessness during the 15
years between 1990 and 2005. The NDA coalition is find-
ing it difficult to respond to the 20 years of ‘jungle raj 2’
jibe between 2005 and 2025. The past few months in par-
ticular have witnessed daylight robberies, shootouts, kid-
napping of women and a brazen display of firearms. 

On June 2, Congress leader Alka Lamba, on a visit to
Patna, reminded the media of the extraordinarily high
number of incidents of sexual violence and killing of
minor girls in just the previous fortnight. The discomfi-
ture of the BJP has also increased after a C-Voter survey
this week showed Tejashwi Yadav leading the race as the
preferred chief minister with a 36.9 per cent approval rat-
ing. Nitish Kumar trailed at the second position, with an
approval rating of 18.4 per cent, with other contenders
behind him. Another point to note is that the Prime
Minister’s appeal is seemingly not as strong as earlier, with
people recalling his failed promises and calling out the
tall claims made by the BJP in manifestos before assem-
bly elections in 2015 and 2019. 

BHAGWAN THADANI|MUMBAI

An eye opener for all
In a landmark moment for disability representation in the
legal field, a visually impaired lawyer appeared in a case
before the Supreme Court on June 6.

In what is believed to be the first instance of a blind
woman advocate appearing before the Supreme Court,
Anchal Bhatheja, who was born with low vision due to
birth complications and later lost her eyesight complete-
ly due to retinopathy of prematurity, represented a peti-
tioner in a case. 

She lost her vision entirely just before her board exam-
inations. She, however, completed her schooling with the
help of audiobooks and became the first blind CLAT aspi-
rant to get admission into the National Law School of
India, Bengaluru. 

She completed her law degree in 2023. In her first
appearance before the Supreme Court, Batheja represent-
ed a petitioner challenging the constitutionality of the
Advertisement dated 16.05.2025 issued for recruitment
to the Uttarakhand Judicial Service Civil Judge (Junior
Division). 

The petitioner is a person with 100 per cent visual
impairment.When there’s a huge pendency of cases even
in the Apex Court, the initiative of this young lawyer can
become an eye-opener for the judiciary to emulate her
as a glorious example in the legal field.

A P THIRUVADI|CHENNAI

The woman beneath the bridge
As work on the arch design progressed, a massive 476-
metre span Professor Madhavi Latha ensured the foun-
dation and slope stabilisation matched the immense loads
the structure would carry.

It wasn’t just rock and concrete. It was about ensur-
ing decades of endurance through rain, snow, windstorms,
and even potential earthquakes. Her work, though
behind the scenes, became the bedrock of the project’s
integrity. The iconic steel arch that now defines the Chenab
Bridge stands proud not just because of its metalwork,
but because someone had read the ground, listened to the
Earth, and planned every bolt with precision.

Even as she worked on the Chenab Bridge, Prof
Madhavi Latha never stopped being a teacher. Her stu-
dents at IISc remember how she’d take overnight flights
from Kashmir to make it to morning lectures. How she’d
bring real-world problems into the classroom and
inspire young Indians, especially girls, to believe that engi-
neering wasn’t just about textbooks, but about shaping a
nation’s destiny. 

When the Chenab Bridge was finally completed and
trains prepared to run, the world applauded the achieve-
ment. She proved that bridges aren’t just built with iron;
they are built with vision, conviction, and indomitable
human spirit.

CK SUBRAMANIAM|MUMBAI
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Macaques cool off in a pond on a hot summer day, 
in New Delhi. PTI
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Chief Justice of India BR Gavai’s
attempts to enhance the image of
the judiciary are commendable. He

has taken steps to reform the judiciary
since he assumed office. His attempts to
bring transparency, commitment and
accountability to the judiciary are
certainly appreciable.

The most praiseworthy step taken by
the CJI is the public declaration of assets
and properties by the judges of the
Supreme Court, including the Chief
Justice himself. Such declarations help
restore the trust of people in the
judiciary. Another significant declaration
is that the CJI and some of his
colleagues won’t accept post-retirement
positions from the Central Government. 

This is significant in the context where
many former Chief Justices and judges
have accepted positions from the
Government. It raises questions about
the ethical rightness of the judiciary. Live
streaming of all Constitution bench
cases is another significant move. It will

help the public understand judicial
processes and dispel suspicion about
the judgement of cases. Despite all
these measures, corruption still lingers
in the judiciary. The case of Justice
Yashwant Varma of the Delhi High Court
serves as a reminder. That a judge 
can be removed only through
impeachment shows the deficiency of
the judicial system. 

However, a motion will be tabled in
the next session of Parliament to
impeach Justice Yashwant Varma. From
declaring judges’ assets to refusing post-
retirement positions and live-streaming
Constitutional cases, these actions help
rebuild public confidence. However,
cases like that of Justice Yashwant
Varma remind us that corruption still
casts a shadow. The upcoming
impeachment motion highlights the need
for deeper systemic reforms to ensure
the judiciary remains ethical,
independent, and above reproach.

VENU GS|KOLLAM 

CJI REFORMS AIM TO RESTORE
PUBLIC TRUST IN JUDICIARY

Please send your letter to the letterstopioneer@gmail.com. In not more than 400 words. 
We appreciate your feedback.



B
y 2030, the world will face an unprecedent-
ed workforce shortage of nearly 50 million
in developed economies such as the United
States, Germany, Japan, South Korea, Canada,

the United Kingdom, and Australia. A 
recent Global Access to Talent from India (GATI)
foundation report indicates that this deficit could 
soar to 250 million by 2050 due to an ageing popu-
lation, declining birth rates, and shrinking domes-
tic talent pools. 

While automation and artificial intelligence (AI)
may offer some solutions, the pace of technological
substitution will not keep up with the demand for
human capital from ageing industrial economies. In
this context, India has a significant advantage with
its demographic dividend of over 900 million work-
ing-age individuals, which is often seen as our great-
est asset but could also become a demographic bur-
den. To address this challenge, developing the
largest pool of skilled and semi-skilled youth and
India’s established reputation for adaptability and com-
petence could serve as a vital solution.

India exports around 700,000 of its workforce over-
seas each year, primarily to sectors such as health-
care, transportation, technology, and hospitality.
However, this number could increase to 2.5 million
annually with an integrated national plan. Such
growth in India’s workforce exports would not only
help meet global demand. 

But also, it could generate up to $300 billion in
annual remittances — more than double the current
$129 billion, which ranks India at the top globally.
This makes foreign employment a key pillar of India’s
global economic outreach. 

Global Demand Hotspots 
The GATI report indicates that 20 nations will account
for nearly 90 per cent of the projected global work-
force shortage. The United
States will require 11 to 12 mil-
lion additional workers, fol-
lowed by the United
Kingdom (5 to 6 million),
South Korea, Poland,
Hungary, and the Czech
Republic (4 to 5 million
each), Germany and Russia
(3 to 4 million each), and
Japan (2 to 3 million). 
Other countries, including
Canada, Australia, the Gulf
states, Taiwan, the
Netherlands, Austria, and
Italy, will each need an addi-
tional 1 to 2 million workers.
Additionally, smaller but high-income nations such
as Singapore, Romania, Bulgaria, and Hong Kong will
experience shortages ranging from 0.5 to 1 million. 
The demand is apparent, and India is poised to meet
it head-on.

Low to High Skills, All in Demand

The estimated global demand, 70 per cent will be for
medium — and low-skilled jobs: approximately 18
to 20 million for low-skilled positions, 6 to 8 million
for medium-skilled roles, and 10 to 12 million for
high-skilled jobs. Therefore, India’s policy must align
workforce training with this demand matrix. 
The challenge is not just to send more workers abroad
but to align the right skills with the right locations
and industries. A new approach to migration should
focus on three key strategies: unleashing global
demand, enhancing domestic supply, and building
a resilient long-term migration ecosystem. 

Scaling up Skills 
Regarding demand, India must actively engage with
destination countries to harmonise skill certifications
and expedite mutual recognition agreements. To scale
up skills on the supply side, India needs to invest sig-
nificantly in enhancing technical education, soft skills,
and foreign language training, particularly in coun-
tries like Japan and Germany, where language pro-
ficiency is crucial. Key strategies to overcome these
barriers include school-level language exposure,
industry-centric training, and efficient grievance
redressal systems. Some forward-thinking state
Governments are already making progress; for
instance, certain Delhi Government schools have
started offering Japanese as a language option and
states like Telangana are pioneering returnee integra-
tion programs. 

However, these efforts require a nationwide

approach and coordination. It is time for India to
establish a centralised agency for global workforce
mobility, similar to the Department of Migrant
Workers in the Philippines or the Bureau of
Manpower, Employment and Training in Bangladesh.
Such an organisation could unite all stakeholders —
ministries, state Governments, skill councils, recruit-
ment agencies, and industry bodies — to coordinate
recruitment, ensure ethical migration practices, and
monitor global demand in real-time. Equally impor-
tant is developing financial support options for migra-
tion to help cover travel, training, and placement
expenses, particularly for low and middle-income
workers. The country also needs robust welfare sys-
tems to protect Indian workers abroad and facilitate
grievance redressal and reintegration support for
returnees. Additionally, it is essential to continuous-
ly map and focus on high-demand sectors for Indian
talent. Beyond the traditionally prominent fields of
healthcare, hospitality, domestic work, and logistics,
India should also concentrate on emerging sectors
such as green jobs in renewable energy, infrastruc-
ture development, digital public goods, and sustain-
ability-linked startups, where skill gaps rapidly
widen worldwide. 

Addressing Migration Barriers 
Despite progress, several challenges remain: Indian
qualifications are often not globally recognised, and
workers face high migration costs along with risks
of exploitation by unscrupulous agents. The politi-

cal discourse surrounding immigration remains con-
tentious in countries such as the US, Canada, and
Australia, with much of the opposition focusing on
illegal migration. However, skilled, structured, and
lawful migration is a top priority for most developed
economies, not out of goodwill, but due to econom-
ic necessity. These countries require sufficiently skilled
staff to sustain growth, support ageing populations,
and maintain critical public services. This is where
India, with its youthful population and expanding
training infrastructure, can position itself as a cred-
ible global partner.

Diplomatic Push
Several initiatives have already been launched. For
instance, Germany is expanding its Skilled Worker
Visa program, while Japan has increased the categories
of apprenticeship visas available for Indians. 
There are ongoing discussions with Eastern European
countries regarding recognising Indian driving
licenses. Meanwhile, India is signing Government-
to-Government migration agreements with countries
such as Australia, Austria, Denmark, Italy, and the
UK. Through the Young Professionals Scheme, up to
3,000 Indians each year can reside and work in the
UK for two years. 

Eight-Point Strategy 
India must implement an eight-point agenda to
address these challenges effectively. First, it is essen-
tial to strengthen institutional coordination between
central and state Governments. Second, a national
migration agency should be established, incorporat-
ing international best practices. 
Third, skill certification requirements need to align
with global standards. Fourth, a national industry
association should be created to oversee and facili-
tate international mobility. Fifth, frameworks for
migrant financing and insurance should be developed.
Sixth, a new regulatory system must be implement-
ed to monitor recruitment agencies and prevent
exploitation. Seventh, support for the reintegration
of returnees should be enhanced. Finally, bilateral and
multilateral agreements must safeguard labour rights
and welfare. 

The Way Forward 
The developed world does not require capital; it
requires skilled, mobile, and motivated individuals.
As ageing economies seek workforce support, India
is uniquely positioned to provide this talent. With a
cohesive strategy, legal and ethical frameworks, and
a visionary approach, India can become the world’s
hub for credible, trained, and empowered individu-
als. The next wave of growth will not be driven by
capital or commodities but by a capable workforce.

T
he announcement by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi at World Audio Visual &
Entertainment Summit-WAVES 2025 in

Mumbai last month to establish the Indian Institute
of Creative Technology (IICT) is not just an only
budgetary provision but a firm determination and
bold declaration of the leadership with intent — “Na
ruka hai, na rukega, ye desh hamesha aage hi bade-
ga”. The allocation of ̀ 400 crore for setting up IICT
in Mumbai signals to the world that India is ready
to lead in creativity, innovation, and digital 
transformation. 

The WAVES 2025 was a celebration of artistic
excellence that brought together the nation’s dream-
ers and creators. In addition to recognising their tal-
ent, the event honoured a diverse group of innova-
tors and storytellers, demonstrating the leadership’s
strong commitment to creating new opportunities
for the country’s creative economy. Union Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw aptly put it that IICT will catal-
yse a new kind of economy rooted in imagination,
technology, and cultural strength.

More than just an event, WAVES 2025
reflects our identity and roots. As tech-
nology changes how we create and share
stories, this year’s theme encourages us
to stay connected to our heritage. It’s
about making room for every voice,
every story, and every tradition-while
keeping creativity fair, accessible, and
ethical. WAVES 2025 stands for a future
that blends innovation with identity. 

It invites us to grow while staying true
to who we are, letting our history guide
and inspire the stories of tomorrow. As
we move forward, supporting local
ideas, traditions, and cultural expressions
alongside modern creativity is just as
important. More than an academic institution, IICT
is poised to become a national launchpad for imag-
ination. It aligns with the aspirations of millions of
young Indians who don’t just want to consume glob-
al digital content but are ready to create, lead, and
shape it. With the right infrastructure and leader-
ship vision, IICT offers a platform to translate raw
talent into global — class innovation. In the age of
innovation, creativity is the new capital — and India
is investing in its brightest minds.This announce-
ment comes at a pivotal time. During the YUGM
Conclave in April this year, the Prime Minister
emphasised a simple yet powerful truth: We have
limited time and resources, but there is much to
achieve. IICT represents a strategic response to this
urgency — an ambitious leap toward a high-growth,
innovation-led economy. This is more than an insti-
tution; it is a movement — a call for creators to rise,
build, and lead from the front. Importantly, the evo-
lution from ‘Kala’ (art) to Code, showcased at
WAVES 2025, unites technology, storytelling, scrip-
ture, science, and script into one integrated nation-
al vision. This journey isn’t just cultural — it is eco-

nomic. Through AR and VR, ancient knowledge is
not only preserved but repurposed. These technolo-
gies are being used not only to bring scriptures alive
but also to assist in complex medical surgeries, help-
ing doctors plan better and make safer decisions.

This transformation also highlights a deeper truth:
creativity is foundational to success in key sectors
like education, healthcare, and advanced manufac-
turing. Creative thinking drives human — centred
solutions, whether it’s the design of digital class-
rooms, intuitive medical tools, or smart factories.
IICT recognises this and places creative capacity at
the core of India’s future growth model.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi called WAVES
2025 a wave of “culture, creativity, and universal con-
nection”. He urged the young people to tell the world
the “1 billion untold stories.” With its enormous pop-
ulation, he emphasised, India is a “land of a billion-
plus stories,” rich in sports, science, culture, and other
fields. “When the world is looking for new ways of
storytelling, India has a history of stories which is

timeless and thought-provoking,” he said,
calling on the WAVES platform to carry this

legacy forward globally. Highlighting the
global appeal of Indian narratives, he
noted that “foreign audiences are watch-
ing Indian content through subtitles” and
spoke of the growing influence of OTT
platforms: “Screen size is small but the
scope is huge. Screen is micro but
growth is significant.”

IICT will also be the first-of-its-kind
institution where storytelling trans-
forms from a cultural tradition into a
thriving economic avenue. In India, sto-
rytelling isn’t just entertainment — it’s
heritage. From the heartfelt “Dadi-Nani
ki kahaniyan” to the moral — rich tales

passed through generations, storytelling has always
been the soul of Indian wisdom. But in today’s fast-
paced digital era, this chapter of our cultural lega-
cy is at risk of fading. Prime Minister Narendra
Modi’s vision is not to preserve heritage through nos-
talgia but to anchor it in opportunity. As he right-
ly observed, “In today’s world, only that which cre-
ates value can sustain visibility.” IICT transforms her-
itage from memory into prosperity by turning sto-
rytelling into a technology — supported profession.

The Government of India’s decision to prioritise
the creative economy is among the most futuristic
and visionary acts of leadership. The policy of
“Virasat Bhi, Vikas Bhi” is not only poetic but pow-
erful. To survive in today’s competitive world, imag-
ination must not just be preserved; it must be
empowered and rewarded. IICT is that empower-
ment. From idea to execution, India is investing in
its creative, digital, and cultural future. The future
isn’t waiting, and neither is India.

T
hose who had predicted that Chirag
Paswan would contest from a reserved seat
were proven wrong when it  was

announced that he would enter the Bihar
Assembly elections from a general seat. The Lok
Janshakti Party (Ram Vilas) has officially decid-
ed that Chirag Paswan will contest from an unre-
served constituency — a significant political
move, marking his first foray into state assem-
bly politics. A resolution confirming this was
passed at a party meeting, and now Chirag is
poised to establish his own political turf — ready,
like Hanuman, for a trial by fire.

What prompted this bold decision? A signif-
icant undercurrent of pressure seems to be at
play. The recent meeting between former LJP MP
Pashupati Kumar Paras and Prince Raj Paswan
with Union Home Minister Amit Shah has
undoubtedly raised the political temperature for
Chirag. During the last session of Parliament,
Chirag made several statements that seemed at
odds with the BJP’s stance — on issues such as
the creamy layer in reservations, lateral appoint-
ments, and the Waqf Board Amendment Act,
2024. His assertive tone unexpectedly invigorat-
ed the INDIA bloc, sparking speculation about
a potential political shift in Bihar.

In response, the BJP appeared to send a sub-
tle message — neither Pashupati Paras nor
Prince Raj is off-limits. The saffron
party held individual meetings with
several LJP MPs, leaving Chirag visi-
bly unsettled. Even MPs close to the
Paswan family were forced to issue
clarifications. Meanwhile, RJD MLA
Mukesh Roshan claimed that the BJP
was in touch with three of Chirag’s
MPs. It seemed like an orchestrated
pressure tactic by the BJP — an indi-
rect attempt to rein in Chirag and
remind him of the options available to
them.

According to Sangh sources, the BJP
prefers the LJP to remain united under a single
umbrella. They believe that splitting the Paswan
vote through multiple factions could weaken its
effectiveness. Yet, the BJP has always been adept
at quiet, incremental consolidation. In the Lok
Sabha elections, Pashupati Paras was appeased
with promises, while Upendra Kushwaha was
accommodated in the Rajya Sabha. Now, Paras
has his hopes pinned on the 2025 assembly elec-
tions — but he also knows that neither the BJP
nor JDU is likely to sacrifice seats to accommo-
date him separately.

In the upcoming NDA seat — sharing
arrangement, both Chirag and Paras will have
to find a way to coexist within the limited num-
ber of seats allocated to LJP. If they fail to rec-
oncile, it could deepen the rift and weaken the
alliance. A splintered LJP — with Rashtriya Lok

Janshakti Party (Paras faction) potentially field-
ing candidates against Chirag — might end up
damaging the NDA by splitting the Paswan vote.

There’s also a looming risk that the
Paras faction could drift toward the

INDIA bloc.
This possibility gains traction

considering that Chirag Paswan
faces opposition from within his
extended family. RJD leader and
Ram Vilas Paswan’s son-in-law, Anil
Kumar Sadhu, often targets Chirag
publicly. In the Congress camp,
Sunny Paswan — son of Nitish
Kumar’s minister Maheshwar Hazari
— is also gearing up to challenge
Chirag. Former Samastipur MP
Prince Raj Paswan, too, could

emerge as a contender.
Despite these tensions, Pashupati Paras has

indicated that he’s open to reconciliation. In
media statements, he has hinted that the rela-
tionship with his nephew can be mended,
famously saying, “Blood is blood.” Paras has even
expressed this wish to the NDA leadership. But
Chirag has remained firm. In interviews, he has
reminded everyone how Paras had once broken
away with MPs from Ram Vilas Paswan’s orig-
inal party and evicted him from the party office
founded by his father. At that time, Chirag
remarked, Paras saw neither his nephew nor his
own brother’s son.

This political and personal tug-of-war is
emblematic of a deeper struggle within Bihar’s
NDA ranks. Some believe the BJP is engaged in
damage control, attempting to keep both factions

of the LJP under a manageable umbrella.
During the Lok Sabha elections, it was Pashupati
Paras who bore the brunt of this internal cold
war — losing both his ministerial berth and MPs.
When he asked for a ticket for his ally Sunil
Pandey in the Tarari bypoll, BJP denied the
request.

Still, during his recent meeting with Amit
Shah, Paras reiterated his party’s commitment
to supporting the NDA in the 2025 assembly
elections. Yet, his political future remains uncer-
tain, caught between fading influence and lim-
ited bargaining power.

Historically, LJP’s performance in state elec-
tions has been inconsistent. In 2015, when it was
part of the NDA, it contested 42 seats and won
only two. In 2020, when Chirag went solo, the
party contested 143 seats but won just one. The
2025 assembly elections will be the first time LJP
contests as part of a broader NDA coalition that
includes BJP, JDU, HAM, and RLM. BJP and
JDU are expected to contest an equal number
of seats — perhaps 100 each — leaving limited
space for allies like LJP. 

Currently, a political “Laxman Rekha” has
been drawn: Chirag Paswan’s brother-in-law has
been appointed Chairman of the SC
Commission, and Jitan Ram Manjhi’s son-in-law
as Vice-Chairman-indicating NDA’s effort to bal-
ance caste dynamics and internal ambitions. But
the road to 2025 remains rocky, with family rival-
ries, alliance tensions, and a changing electoral
map all in play.

Chirag Paswan’s political chess:
General seat, BJP and family feud
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Creative Future at WAVES 2025

INDIA EXPORTS AROUND 700,000

OF ITS WORKFORCE OVERSEAS

EACH YEAR, PRIMARILY TO

SECTORS SUCH AS HEALTHCARE,

TRANSPORTATION, TECHNOLOGY,

AND HOSPITALITY. HOWEVER, THIS

NUMBER COULD INCREASE TO 2.5

MILLION ANNUALLY WITH AN

INTEGRATED NATIONAL PLAN



M
aruti Suzuki India Chairman R C Bhargava on Monday
said there is no impact on the company's production
due to the shortage of rare earth magnets as of now.

His comments come against the backdrop of restrictions
imposed by the Chinese government since April 4 on the
export of rare earth elements and related magnets. China has
mandated special export licences for seven rare earth elements
and related magnets. China controls over 90 per cent of global
processing capacity for the magnets, used across sectors
including automobiles, home appliances and clean energy.
"There is no impact at the moment," Bhargava told PTI when
asked if the auto major is facing any production issues due to
the global shortage. The production activity at the country's
largest carmaker is going on as planned, he added.
When asked if the company sees a production crunch over the
next few months due to the issue, he noted: "If the licenses
come through and they are supposed to come through, there
would not be a problem."

‘No impact of rare earth magnet
shortage on production’

IN BR I E F

I
RB Infrastructure on Monday posted a nearly 9 per cent
year-on-year rise in its toll revenue to Rs 581 crore in May
2025. Revenues from the toll collection business stood at

Rs 536 crore in the same month last year, IRB said in an
exchange filing. Of its 17 tolls, the IRB MP Expressway in
Maharashtra contributed the major share of Rs 159.5 crore to
the total revenue collection in April, up from Rs 152.6 crore
contribution in May 2024. With Rs 73 crore, IRB Golconda
Expressway (Hyderabad ORR) was the second largest
contributor to the revenues in May 2025, up from Rs 62.7
crore last year. Contribution of IRB Ahmedabad Vadodara
Super Express Tollway rose to Rs 68.7 crore from Rs 64.5
crore in May 2024, which is the third largest in the aggregate
toll collection, it said. Last year, the company added TOT-12
project Lalitpur Lakhnadon NH44 and collected Rs 37.5 crore
toll revenue, higher from Rs 35.5 crore a year ago.

IRB Infra toll revenue 
rises to Rs 581 cr

PNS n NEW DELHI

Union Minister Pemmasani
Chandra Sekhar on Monday
asked the Department of Posts
to explore the transition of dig-
ital address system DIGIPIN to
an enterprise self-financing
model to curb losses.

The Minister of State for
Telecommunications also asked
DoP officials to ensure that the
DIGIPIN initiative aligns with
broader goals of Digital India,
postal reform, and citizen-cen-
tric governance.

The minister, in a post on
social media platform X, said,
"Chaired a meeting on

DIGIPIN, India's open-source,
geocoded addressing system,
focused on enabling seamless
service delivery while safeguard-
ing data privacy."

The review meeting held by
Pemmasani coincides with the
completion of one year of his
taking charge as the minister.

The postal department has
developed the DIGIPIN (Digital
Postal Index Number) as an
open-source, interoperable, geo-
coded, grid-based digital address
system in collaboration with IIT
Hyderabad and NRSC, ISRO.

The postal department had
announced the launch of 'Know
Your DIGIPIN' and 'Know Your

PIN Code' on May 27 in align-
ment with the National
Geospatial Policy 2022, which
envisions the development of an
advanced geospatial infrastruc-
ture to support digital gover-
nance and public service deliv-
ery.

The minister asked
Department of Posts (DoP)
officials to ensure that the
DIGIPIN initiative aligns with
broader goals of Digital India,
postal reform, and citizen-cen-
tric governance.

"Discussions included transi-
tioning to an enterprise self-
financing model to prevent rev-
enue loss, ensuring faster, safer

and more reliable mail delivery,
and shaping a strengthened
digital infrastructure,"
Pemmasani said.

The DIGIPIN initiative aims
to simplify location mapping,
enhance logistics and emer-
gency response, and ensure last-
mile delivery, especially in rural
and underserved areas.

Through the 'Know Your
PIN Code' service, the
Department of Post aims to
modernise and refine its geo-
graphic accuracy of the six-digit
PIN Code system, which was
introduced in 1972 and has been
serving as the backbone of
India's postal delivery.
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PNS n NEW DELHI

The government on Monday
said it has approved the pro-
posals from Micron
Semiconductor Technology
India and Hubballi Durable
Goods Cluster (Aequs Group)
for setting up SEZs for man-
ufacturing of semiconductors
and electronic components.

Micron will establish its
SEZ facility in Sanand,
Gujarat, over an area of 37.64
hectares with an estimated
investment of Rs 13,000 crore,
while Aequs will establish its
SEZ in Dharwad, Karnataka,
over an area of 11.55 hectares
to manufacture electronics

components with an estimat-
ed investment of Rs 100 crore.

The decision followed the
easing of certain SEZ (special
economic zone) rules to pro-
mote the manufacturing of
semiconductors and electron-
ics components.

"Subsequently, the Board
of Approval for SEZs has
accorded approval to the pro-
posals received from Micron
Semiconductor Technology
India Pvt Ltd (MSTI) and
Hubballi Durable Goods
Cluster Private Ltd (Aequs
Group) for setting up SEZs for
manufacturing of semicon-
ductors and electronic compo-
nents, respectively," the com-

merce ministry said in a state-
ment.

Since manufacturing in
these sectors is highly capital
intensive, import dependent
and involves longer gestation
periods before turning prof-

itable, rule amendments have
been carried out to promote
pioneering investments and
boost manufacturing in these
high technology sectors, it
said.

As per a change in the rule,
an SEZ set up exclusively for
the manufacturing of semi-
conductors or electronic com-
ponents will require a mini-
mum contiguous land area of
only 10 hectares, reduced from
the earlier requirement of 50
hectares.

Now, the value of goods
received and supplied on a
free-of-cost basis will be
included in Net Foreign Excha
nge (NFE) calculations.

ZEE enters into equity
partnership with  Bullet

L
eading broadcaster ZEE Entertainment Enterprises Ltd
(ZEEL) on Monday said it has entered into a strategic
equity partnership with Bullet, a new-age content & tech

start-up. ZEEL did not share much details on the transactions,
but said "it will invest/acquire stake in Bullet". Co-founded by
entrepreneurs Azim Lalani and Saurabh Kushwah, Bullet has
developed India's first micro-drama application focused on fast-
paced, creator-driven content through short duration vertical
format episodes targeted towards the younger audiences.
"Bullet will be launched within the ZEE5 ecosystem, leveraging
its strong user base by enabling access to high-quality, bite-
sized entertainment directly through the platform," according to
a joint statement. Moreover, to have a pan-India appeal, the
application will be available across languages and will harness
the company's rich content engine and repertoire of language
content, it said.

MoS Telecom: Make DIGIPIN self-financing model

Govt okays Micron Semiconductor's proposal to set up SEZ

Microfinance suffers from
high interest: RBI Dy Guv 

PNS n MUMBAI

Microfinance continues to
suffer from the vicious cycle of
over-indebtedness, high inter-
est rates and harsh recovery
practices, RBI Deputy
Governor M Rajeshwar Rao
has said.

Addressing HSBC's event
for financial inclusion here,
the senior Reserve Bank offi-
cial noted that microfinance
has placed itself as a promis-
ing avenue for providing for-
mal financial services to the
excluded sections of the pop-
ulation.

While microfinance has
played an important role in
financial inclusion, some
issues need attention, Rao
said.

"The sector continues to
suffer from the vicious cycle of
over-indebtedness, high inter-
est rates and harsh recovery
practices. While some moder-
ation in interest rates charged
on microfinance loans has
been observed in recent quar-
ters, pockets of high interest
rates and elevated margins
continue to persist," he added.

Even lenders with access to
low-cost funds have been
found to be charging margins
significantly higher than the
rest of the industry and in sev-
eral instances, appear to be
excessive, Rao said.

Lenders should look
beyond the conventional
"high-yielding business" tag

for the sector and approach it
with an empathic and devel-
opmental perspective, recog-
nising the socio-economic
role that microfinance plays in
empowering vulnerable com-
munities, the deputy governor
pointed out.

"The frequency of disrup-
tions in the microfinance sec-
tor has increased of late.
Incidents of high borrower
indebtedness coupled with
coercive recovery practices
sometimes lead to tragic con-

sequences," Rao said.
He stressed that it is in the

collective interest of all stake-
holders that such disruptions
are pre-emptively addressed
and avoided.

In this regard, he said reg-
ulated entities must also
enhance their credit appraisal
frameworks to prevent over-
leveraging of borrowers.

"Additionally, they must
eschew any coercive or uneth-
ical recovery practices, ensur-
ing that financial services are

delivered in a manner that is
both responsible and sustain-
able," he said.

In his address, he also men-
tioned reports of mis-selling
financial services like insur-
ance products.

While financial inclusion
entails a bouquet of financial
services, pushing the same
indiscriminately to unaware
consumers may be detrimen-
tal to their well-being and
undermine its stated intent,
the RBI official said.

Icra projects 6-8 pc
growth for the

hospitality sector

PNS n NEW DELHI

Growth of India's hospitality
sector is expected to "nor-
malise" at 6-8 per cent in the
current financial year, rating
agency Icra said on Monday
while downgrading the sec-
toral outlook to "stable" from
positive.

The rating
agency also stated
that foreign tourist
arrivals (FTAs) to
India are expected
to remain muted in
the next few
months in the after-
math of the terror
attack at Pahalgam
in Jammu and
Kashmir, but are estimated to
witness a gradual recovery
thereafter.

However, domestic tourism
has been the prime demand
driver so far and is likely to
remain the same in the near
term.

Factors, including improve-
ment in infrastructure and air
connectivity, favourable demo-
graphics, and anticipated
growth in large-scale MICE
events, with the opening of
multiple new convention cen-
tres in the last few years, will
support the growth over the
medium term, Icra said.

According to the rating
agency, the domestic hospital-

ity sector's earnings and cred-
it metrics are expected to
remain stable in FY2026 with
benefits from cost rationalisa-
tion measures and operating
leverage.

A "stable" outlook indicates
a low likelihood of change in
the near to medium term,

whereas a "positive" outlook
suggests a high probability of an
upgrade in the near to medium
term.

The rating agency estimates
pan-India premium hotel occu-
pancy to hold at 72-74 per cent
in FY2026, slightly higher than
the 70-72 per cent levels wit-
nessed in FY2024 and FY2025.

The average room rates
(ARRs) for premium hotels are
projected to rise to Rs 8,200-
8,500 in FY2026, after a healthy
Rs 8,000-8,200 in FY2025 amid
lagging supply additions and
several hotels undergoing ren-
ovation, refurbishment and
upgradation, the ratings agency
said.

Downgrades outlook to ‘stable'

Stock markets rise for
4th day on global rally

PNS n MUMBAI

Stock markets closed higher
for a fourth consecutive day
on Monday driven by gains in
banking and financial shares
and a rally in global markets.

The 30-share BSE Sensex
climbed 256.22 points or 0.31
per cent to settle at 82,445.21
as 21 of its constituents closed
higher and nine declined.
During the day, it jumped
480.01 points or 0.58 per
cent to 82,669.

The 50-share NSE Nifty
surged 100.15 points or 0.40
per cent to 25,103.20.

In the four-day rally to
Monday, Nifty has gained
over 560 points or 2.27 per
cent while Sensex has jumped
1,707 points or 2.1 per cent.

Optimism over a new
round of trade talks between
the US and China also drove
the markets higher.

Analysts said the RBI's

jumbo 50 basis point rate cut
last week has boosted investor
sentiment helping most sec-
toral indices close higher.
Energy, IT, and financial sec-
tors emerged as lead gainers
while broader market indices
outperformed benchmark
indicators.

"Financial stocks extended
their rally in Indian markets,
driven by the RBI’s support-
ive aggressive policy of rate
and CRRA cut. 

These actions have boost-
ed investor confidence and
are expected to enhance liq-
uidity in the near to medium
term, especially in midcaps,"
Vinod Nair,  Head of
Research, Geojit Investments
Limited, said.

Among Sensex stocks,
Kotak Mahindra Bank, Bajaj
Finance, Axis Bank, Power
Grid, IndusInd Bank, Maruti,
Bajaj Finserv and NTPC were
the biggest gainers.

PNS n LONDON

Over 350 Indian technology
companies joined the London
Tech Week, which started on
Monday, making it the largest-
ever delegation from the coun-
try to attend the event.

The companies include a
diverse mix of high growth and
established firms such as The
Black Box, Digi Osmosis,
Bahwan CyberTek, Arya.ai,
Mphasis, Helios Batteries,
Fynd, Hyperready,
MoneyHOP, Siam Computing,
among others.

The Mayor of London's
office described the rise in
Indian participation as the
deepening ties between India
and London's thriving tech
ecosystem following the recent
signing of the India-UK Free
Trade Agreement (FTA).

Speaking at the London
Tech Week, British Prime
Minister Keir Starmer
announced the launch of
"Extract" -- an AI assistant for
planning officers and local
councils developed by the UK
government with support from

Google.
"For too long, our outdated

planning system has held back
our country -- slowing down
the development of vital infra-
structure and making it hard-
er to get the homes we need
built," said Starmer.

"This government is work-
ing hand in hand with business
to change that. With Extract,
we're harnessing the power of
AI to help planning officers cut
red tape, speed up decisions,
and unlock the new homes for
hard-working people as part of
our Plan for Change. It's a bold
step forward in our mission to

build 1.5 million more homes
and deliver a planning system
that's fit for the 21st century,"
he said.

Starmer also unveiled a new
GBP 187-million government
"TechFirst" programme to
bring digital skills and AI
learning into classrooms and
communities, training people
of all ages and backgrounds for
the tech careers of the future.

Speaking about the growth
opportunities for Indian SaaS
platforms in London, Hemin
Bharucha, Chief
Representative of the Mayor of
London and Regional Director
for India & the Middle East at
London & Partners, pointed to
the growing presence of Indian
companies in London as a
testament to the strength and
vibrancy of the India-UK rela-
tionship in the tech space.

"London continues to be a
preferred destination for
Indian innovators and
investors looking to scale glob-
ally, supported by a dynamic
ecosystem that nurtures collab-
oration, innovation, and
growth," said Bharucha.

Two-wheeler
volumes likely to
grow by 8-9 pc

PNS n MUMBAI

Domestic two-wheeler vol-
umes are expected to grow 8-
9 per cent this fiscal, surpass-
ing the pre-COVID levels,
driven by a host of factors
including easing inflation
and prospects of a favourable
Monsoon among others, a
report said on Monday.

The report by CareEdge
Ratings also noted that the
domestic two-wheeler indus-
try has maintained a healthy
volume growth of 8 per cent,
10 per cent, and 11 per cent
in FY23, FY24, and FY25,
respectively.

Volume growth in FY25
was supported by a substan-
tial 21 per cent export recov-
ery and a 9 per cent rise in
domestic volumes. The
export recovery was due to
stabilisation in key markets
affected by inflation, high
interest rates, and currency
issues in earlier years, it
said.

Domestic volumes were
supported by a substantial
uptick in rural demand and
sustained urban demand,
CareEdge said.

Over 350 Indian cos join
London Tech Week 2025

Silver soars Rs 1,000
to hit fresh peak of

Rs 1.08 lakh/kg
PNS n NEW DELHI

Silver prices soared Rs 1,000 to
hit a fresh peak of Rs 1,08,100
per kilogram in the national
capital on Monday, in line with
firm global cues, according to
the All India Sarafa Association.

On Saturday, the metal trad-
ed flat at Rs 1,07,100 per kg
(inclusive of all
taxes). Prior to that,
the white metal on
Friday had soared
Rs 3,000 to hit
another record high
of Rs 1,07,100 per
kilogram.

Traders said sil-
ver prices surged
due to strong
investor demand, a
weak dollar against
major currencies, heightened
geopolitical tensions, and firm
industrial demand from the EV
and solar sectors.

Gold of 99.9 per cent purity
fell Rs 280 to Rs 97,780 per 10
grams (inclusive of all taxes) on
Monday. The precious metal
had declined by Rs 1,630 to Rs
98,060 per 10 grams on
Saturday.

The yellow metal of 99.5 per
cent purity dipped Rs 250 to Rs

97,350 per 10 grams (inclusive
of all taxes). It had depreciated
by Rs 1,500 to Rs 97,600 per 10
grams in the previous market
close.

Globally, spot gold rose mar-
ginally to USD 3,312.84 per
ounce.

"Gold consolidated in the
lower end of its range on

Monday amid
mixed signals.
The highly antic-
ipated talks
between the US
and China have
raised hopes that
the two largest
economies can
make progress on
various disputes,
which could
reduce demand

for safe havens".
"Additionally, the latest

Nonfarm Payrolls report in the
US was strong, prompting
traders to re-evaluate their
expectations regarding a
potential easing of monetary
policy by the Federal Reserve,
which also serves as a head-
wind for the yellow metal,"
Saumil Gandhi,  Senior
Analyst, Commodities at
HDFC Securities, said.

Gains in banking shares
after RBI rate cut

The sector continues
to suffer from the
vicious cycle of over-
indebtedness, high
interest rates and
harsh recovery prac-
tices. While some
moderation in inter-
est rates charged on
microfinance loans
has been observed in
recent quarters,
pockets of high inter-
est rates and elevat-
ed margins continue
to persist
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‘It feels good to see a
content-driven film like

Stolen connect globally’

A
ctor Abhishek Banerjee is over-
the-moon as his latest release
“Stolen” is getting rave reviews.
He says that at a time when the

spotlight is largely on big-budget and
high-concept films, it feels good to see
a content-driven movie connect with
the audiences globally. Abhishek said:
"At a time when the spotlight is large-
ly on big-budget, high-concept films,
it feels good to see a content-driven
film like Stolen connect with audi-

ences across geographies.” The
actor said that he has “always

believed” in the strength
of the story. 

Abhishek added:
“It’s encouraging not
just for us, but for
many other film-
makers who are

trying to create
work that’s rooted

and honest.  The
kind of response
we’re gett ing—
across social
media, in reviews,
and through

viewership—is proof that audiences are open to new narra-
tives. This kind of momentum pushes all of us to keep tak-
ing creative risks and backing unique stories.” 

The film is a heart-wrenching story of a mother, whose baby
is snatched from her as she sleeps at a desolate railway station.
What follows is a relentless pursuit, as brothers Raman and
Gautam, who join Jhumpa as they navigate treacherous terrain
while hunting for the missing child deep in India's remote hin-
terlands, with hostile locals threatening their lives, their search
evolves into a desperate fight for survival.

Directed by Karan Tejpal and written by Tejpal alongside
Dhingra and Swapnil Salkar - Agadbumb, Stolen also features
Harish Khanna, Mia Maelzer, Sahidur Rahaman, and
Shubham?Vardhan. Led by executive producers Anurag
Kashyap, Kiran Rao, Nikkhil Advani, Vikramaditya Motwane,
directed by Karan Tejpal and produced by Gaurav Dhingra,
Stolen is a Jungle Book Studio production. “Stolen” is stream-

ing on Prime Video. Abhishek
has showcased his acting

prowess in films such as
Stree, Bhediya, Stree 2,
Paatal Lok, Dream Girl,
Dream Girl 2, Rashmi
Rocket and Vedaa. 

Z
EE5 is gearing up to deliv-
er another gripping orig-
inal, Detective Sherdil,
which is set to premiere

on June 20. The recently
released trailer has already
sparked excitement, offering a
sneak peek into what promises
to be a thrilling ride packed with
suspense, dark humour, and
sharp storytelling.

Marking a refreshing depar-
ture from his trademark roles,
Diljit Dosanjh steps into the
shoes of Detective Sherdil—an
eccentric and wildly intelligent
investigator who brings a theatri-
cal flair to every scene. On tak-
ing on such a character, Diljit
shared, “The character’s quirks
and attitude are something I’ve
explored differently this time. I
hope audiences enjoy this char-
acter and the film.”

The mystery kicks off with the
shocking murder of billionaire
industrialist Pankaj Bhatti (played
by the ever-charismatic Boman
Irani) in Budapest. What initial-

ly appears to be a hate crime soon
unravels into a complex maze of
family feuds, hidden motives, and
billion-dollar stakes.

Joining Detective Sherdil on
this mind-bending mission is
Natasha, played by Diana

Penty—a composed, razor-sharp
investigator who balances out
Sherdil’s flamboyance with calm
precision. Together, the duo nav-
igates a high-stakes whodunnit
filled with unexpected twists and
betrayals.

F
ilmmaker Anurag
Kashyap has once
again found him-

self at the center
of controversy—this time,
not just for his remarks on
Netflix CEO Ted Sarandos,

but for his jibe at Indian
television’s iconic “saas-
bahu” serials. The com-

ment has not gone down
well with television czarina

Ektaa Kapoor, who
responded sharply through
her Instagram stories, call-

ing the Gangs of Wasseypur
director “dumb.”

Kashyap had taken to
social media to criticize

Sarandos’ recent remarks about
the success of Sacred Games. In

a fiery post, Kashyap sarcastically
noted that Sarandos should have

backed a “saas-bahu” show instead,
implying it would have been more

commercially viable. He didn’t stop
there—he went on to label Sarandos as

the “definition of dumb,” adding, “I
always knew tech guys are dumb when it

comes to storytelling.”
While Kashyap’s post was aimed at the

Netflix boss, his dismissive tone towards the
popular soap opera genre clearly hit a nerve
with Ektaa Kapoor, known for revolutioniz-
ing Indian television with serials like Kyunki

Saas Bhi Kabhi Bahu Thi, Kahaani Ghar
Ghar Kii, and Kasautii Zindagii Kay.

In a strongly worded response, Ektaa Kapoor

addressed Kashyap directly via Instagram
Stories. “Ur so dumb… saying this put u
on an advantage ‘I’m smarter, cooler’ but

naaaaaaaa! Darling how about gra-
cious!!! N self-aware?????? An art a lot

of artists don’t have!”
She went on to highlight the signifi-
cant cultural impact of “saas-bahu”

dramas, referencing a Chicago-based
research study that documented how

such shows gave Indian women a
voice in mainstream media. “‘Saas

bahu’ n their impact on Indian
masses (how women got a voice in

mass India) is well documented by a
prestigious Chicago research! But

artists who talk of an inclusive
world are actually more classist.”

Kapoor concluded her message
with a pointed reminder about

inclusivity and democratic story-
telling: “We must do away with

this ‘U can’t sit with us we r bet-
ter’ attitude for democracy n fair

play! Love n light to all.”
This public spat has stirred

conversation across social
media, once again underlining

the divide between popular,
mass-oriented content and
niche, critically acclaimed

work. While both Kashyap and
Kapoor are known for their
strong opinions and game-
changing contributions to

Indian entertainment, their
differing ideologies are now

clearly on display.

Navjot Singh Sidhu returns to the

laughter arena in The Great

Indian Kapil Show Season 3

F
ormer cricketer and TV personality Navjot

Singh Sidhu is all set to make a roaring

comeback to comedy television with The

Great Indian Kapil Show Season 3,

premiering June 21 on Netflix. The announcement

was made on Monday, June 9, via the streamer’s

official Instagram handle, sparking nostalgia and

excitement among longtime fans of the show. “Ek

kursi paaji ke liye please,” the post teased,

confirming that Sidhu will reunite with Archana

Puran Singh, adding, “Har Funnyvaar badhega

humara parivaar with the comeback of Navjot

Singh Sidhu & Archana Puran Singh.”

The return marks a homecoming for Sidhu, who

previously appeared as a regular guest on Kapil

Sharma’s earlier shows including Comedy Nights

with Kapil, The Kapil Sharma Show, and Family

Time With Kapil Sharma. In 2019, he exited the

show due to political commitments, with Archana

Puran Singh stepping in as his replacement. Now,

both Sidhu and Archana will share screen space in

this new season, bringing their

signature banter and energy back

to fans. 

“Coming to The Great Indian Kapil Show

feels like I’m coming home again. It is a

home run for me,” Sidhu said in a statement.

“The audience wanted this reunion. Netflix

made it possible. This season, we’ll bloom

for audiences worldwide.” True to his poetic

style, Sidhu added: “Guru, humne milkar

yeh aashiyana sajaya hai, Guzra zamana

phir se lautke aaya hai! Main yu hi nahi

pohuncha hoon yahaan par dobara,

Mujhe kheench kar janta ka pyaar laaya

hai!” The Great Indian Kapil Show

Season 3 will also feature fan-

favourite regulars Sunil Grover,

Krushna Abhishek, and Kiku Sharda.

The new season streams every

Saturday from June 21 at 8 PM,

exclusively on Netflix.

Diljit Dosanjh gets quirky and
cunning in Detective Sherdil

Anurag Kashyap’s ‘Saas-Bahu’ comment
sparks war of words with Ektaa Kapoor
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Fostering consumer loyalty

The whisky market in India is highly competitive and often price-sensitive. Thus, building brand loyalty is tough in this market
where many consumers are open to switching. But, whisky tourism offers a way to break this cycle.
Furthermore, Individuals are considerably less inclined to transfer to a competitor when they allocate time to visit a distillery,
interact with the producers, and participate in tastings. They have established a connection. They have experienced the subtlety.
They have been apprised of the background. That emotional anchor is the deciding factor in a world of commoditised choices.
Also, brands can further lock in loyalty by offering memberships, limited-edition releases exclusive to distillery visitors, or early
access to new products. Imagine a “Friends of the Distillery” program that gives visitors early access to rare whiskies, invites to
private events, and discounts on merchandise. That’s not just branding—that’s a loyalty engine.
On the whole, the Indian whisky market is currently undergoing a paradigm shift. It is transitioning from mass consumption to
mindful appreciation and from volume to value. If executed effectively, whisky tourism can serve as the foundation of a brand's
storytelling and loyalty strategy. As Indian distilleries continue to earn global recognition for their craft, the opportunity to
demonstrate that excellence is now. This can be done not only with the awards but also with the experiences. In other words,
whisky tourism is more than a trend—it’s a branding imperative. In a nation like India, where the product already enjoys cultural
capital, adding emotional capital through experience can become the key to sustained consumer loyalty.

Follow us on

@TheDailyPioneer

facebook.com/
dailypioneer
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MR INDIA SUPRANATIONAL 2025 SHUBHAM SHARMA

t just 24, Shubham
Sharma has already lived
multiple lives — a
national-level footballer,
an aspiring army officer,
a certified fitness trainer
and now, India’s official

delegate to the prestigious Mr
Supranational 2025 in Poland.
Shubham’s journey has been a powerful
testament to resilience, reinvention,
and purpose. Crowned Mr India on his
very first attempt, he now stands
poised to represent the country on an
international stage, not only as a
model but as a changemaker. Through
his grassroots initiative ‘Kickstart
Dreams’, he’s proving that real strength
lies in lifting others as you rise —
using the universal language of football
to empower children from underserved
communities. His project From the
Ground Up provides kids with access to
the sport and the equipment they need,
helping them build confidence,
discipline, and life skills. Partnering
with the NGO Sports Mentoring Infusion
(SMI), Shubham works with children
from red-light areas, juvenile homes,
and marginalized communities.
Together, they’re transforming football
into a tool for identity, inclusion and
opportunity. As he prepares to compete
against 40+ nations on June 28,
Shubham is bringing more than style to
the runway — he’s bringing heart,
hope and a powerful story from the
ground up.
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EXCERPTS FROM THE 
INTERVIEW

From the football field to the fashion ramp —
tell us about your journey from being a national-
level footballer to becoming Mr India
Supranational 2025?

Shubham Sharma: I used to be a professional
footballer — this was back in 2021. I actually
played at the national level twice. Football was a
huge part of my life. But the transition into
pageantry happened quite unexpectedly.
One day, I received a message saying I
had been scouted. They asked if I’d be
interested in participating in Mr India. I
wasn’t really expecting it, but I saw it as
an opportunity and decided to go for it.
It was my first time stepping into this
world — and I ended up winning! So
yes, it’s been a surprising but amazing
journey from sports to the stage.

You were once preparing for the
Officer Training Academy. How did
that experience shape you, and
how did you navigate the
emotional shift after not making
the final selection?

Shubham Sharma: Yes, that’s right!
I was preparing for the OTA and
trained really hard for about six
months. I was completely focused —
staying in my room, following a strict
routine, giving it everything I had. When
I didn’t make it to the final selection, I was
definitely upset with myself. It was a tough
moment emotionally. But even then, I didn’t
lose my discipline or my faith in myself. That
phase taught me a lot about resilience. My
passion for fitness and health kept me grounded
and that’s what eventually led me to become a
certified fitness coach. So, even though the OTA
didn’t happen, fitness has always stayed with me
— it’s been my constant.

Winning Mr India title on your very first attempt
is no small feat. What do you think helped you

stand out in the competition?

Shubham Sharma: Honestly, I’d say it’s my
hair — as you can probably see, it’s kind of
my USP! (we laugh) But apart from that,
what truly set me apart was my discipline.
Even though it was my first time entering
such a pageant, I came in with a clear aim
— that if I’m going for it, I have to give it
my all and make it count. I poured all my
hard work, focus and discipline into the
journey. I guess all of that came together

and helped me win. And today, I’m
sitting right in front of you as
Mr India Supranational!

You’re also a fitness trainer
and trekking seems to be an
important part of your
personal life. What role
does nature and solitude
play in keeping you

grounded?

Shubham Sharma: I’ve
always felt a deep
connection to nature
— especially the
mountains. I’m a
mountain boy at
heart. Whenever I
visit Uttarakhand or
my native place, I
just pack my bag and

go. No fixed
destination — I just

head into the hills.
Being in nature gives me

a kind of peace that
nothing else does. The

silence, the vastness, the
fresh air — it really helps me

stay grounded and connected to
myself. Whether it’s trekking or
just spending time alone in the
mountains, it resets me. Nature
has always been a big part of who
I am.

Modelling is a demanding
profession, both physically
and mentally. What kind of

preparation went into your transformation,
especially for your runway debut?

Shubham Sharma: I’d say it all started with
my debut — walking the ramp for the first
time at Lakmé Fashion Week was a dream
come true. I only began my modelling
journey last year, and after winning Mr India,
I got the opportunity to walk at Lakmé.
Physically, I had already been committed to
fitness, so that discipline really helped. But
mentally, it was a big shift — learning how
to carry yourself, how to walk confidently
and present your personality on stage. It
was all new, but I gave it my 100%.
Honestly, walking that ramp for the first time
felt surreal. It’s a moment I’ll always cherish.

Your community initiative, ‘Kickstart
Dreams’, is deeply personal. Could you tell
us what inspired you to start this project?

Shubham Sharma: Football is very close to
my heart — it’s played a big role in shaping
who I am today. That’s why ‘Kickstart Dreams’
means so much to me. It’s an initiative I
started to support underprivileged children
who don’t have access to sports, especially
football. We try to provide them with football
gear and basic equipment so they can
experience the joy of the game without
worrying about resources. I also want to
organise community football drives and local
matches — just to give these kids a platform.
And honestly, if even one child is able to chase
their dream through this, it will all be worth it
for me.

You also partnered with the sports
mentoring initiative Infusion to support kids
from red-light areas and shelters. How did
this collaboration come about, and what has
been the most touching moment for you so
far?

Shubham Sharma: The most touching
moment for me, ma’am, was when I met the
parents of some of these kids. They don’t
have much — very limited means — but their
hearts are full of hope. They were genuinely
happy, and they have such big dreams for
their children. That really moved me. It made

me realise how powerful even small efforts
can be. That’s what pushes me to do more for
them. Through ‘Kickstart Dreams’, I want to
continue supporting these children, not just
with football gear but by giving them a sense
of possibility. This collaboration with Infusion
felt like the right step to reach more kids and
bring some light into their lives.

Your initiative aligns beautifully with the
‘From the Ground Up’ vision. How do you
think platforms like this reshape the way
pageant winners are perceived — not just
as models, but also as changemakers?

Shubham Sharma: After becoming Mr
India, I knew I wanted to use this platform
to help underprivileged children — and
that’s how ‘Kickstart Dreams’ came to life.
Through the Infusion initiative by
Supranational India, I got the chance to
meet some amazing kids from red-light
areas and shelters. Looking into their eyes,
I could see the fire — the dreams they
want to chase despite their circumstances.
That moment hit me hard. It made me
realize the kind of impact we can create if
we just show up and care. Platforms like
Mr India don’t just give you a crown —
they give you a voice. And when you use
that voice for a cause, you’re not just seen
as a model, but as someone who can
actually make a difference. That’s the kind
of change I want to be part of.

What message do you have for young men
who feel pressured to follow traditional
career paths, but deep down want to pursue
their passions — whether in modelling,
sports, or social service?

Shubham Sharma: If you truly believe in what
you want to achieve, then just go for it. Give it
your best — that’s the most important thing.
But along with passion, you need discipline
and hard work. Nothing happens overnight,
so stay consistent and focused. I hope my
story can inspire other young people to follow
their hearts — to live a life that’s happier,
healthier, and true to who they are. Don’t be
afraid to take a different path — if it’s your
calling, it’s worth it.

A
rtificial intelligence (AI) is rapidly transforming
industries and reshaping the future of work. As a result,
AI education has become increasingly important, yet
numerous misconceptions surround its accessibility,

relevance, and value. This detailed listicle debunks six prevalent
myths about AI education in India, providing a clearer picture of
the current landscape and its potential for learners.

AI education is only for tech geniuses and
requires extensive coding skills

While coding can be a valuable asset in AI, it's not the sole
requirement. AI education encompasses a broad spectrum of
roles and specialisations, many of which prioritise analytical
thinking, problem-solving, and domain expertise over pure
coding prowess. Roles like AI trainers, data scientists and AI
ethicists often require a strong understanding of AI concepts and
their application within specific industries, rather than deep
programming knowledge. Furthermore, many AI tools and
platforms are becoming increasingly user-friendly, allowing
individuals with minimal coding experience to leverage the power
of AI effectively. Educational programs are adapting to this reality,
offering diverse learning paths that cater to various skill sets and
career aspirations.

AI education is purely theoretical and
lacks real-world application

Effective AI education prioritises practical application and hands-
on experience. Leading educational institutions and training
programs incorporate real-world projects, case studies and
simulations to bridge the gap between theory and practice.
Learners gain experience working with real datasets, building AI
models, and applying AI solutions to solve real-world problems.
This practical approach ensures that graduates possess job-
ready skills and are well-prepared to contribute to the AI-driven
workforce. Furthermore, many programs emphasize industry
collaborations and internships, providing learners with valuable
real-world experience and networking opportunities.

AI education is excessively expensive and
A\accessible only to the elite

While some specialised AI programs can be costly, numerous
affordable and accessible options are emerging. Online courses,
boot camps and government-funded initiatives are making AI
education more accessible to a wider range of learners,
regardless of their financial background. Scholarships, grants
and flexible payment options are also becoming more common,
further reducing financial barriers. The rise of open-source AI
tools and platforms has also democratized access to AI
technology, allowing learners to experiment and build their skills
without significant financial investment.

AI education is exclusively for young peo-
ple and recent graduates

The transformative potential of AI impacts professionals across
all career stages. Upskilling and reskilling in AI are becoming
increasingly important for individuals looking to stay relevant in

the evolving job market. Many AI education programs cater
specifically to working professionals, offering flexible learning
formats and customized curricula that address their specific
needs and career goals. Lifelong learning in AI is not just a trend
but a necessity for professionals seeking to adapt to the changing
demands of the workplace.

AI education guarantees a high-paying job
immediately upon completion

While AI skills are highly sought after, securing a well-paying job
in the AI field requires more than just completing an educational
program. Success in the job market depends on a combination
of factors, including relevant skills, practical experience, a strong
professional network and effective job search strategies.
Reputable AI education programs focus not only on imparting
technical knowledge but also on developing essential soft skills,
such as communication, teamwork and problem-solving, which
are crucial for career success. They also provide career guidance
and support to help learners navigate the job market and achieve
their career aspirations.

AI education is a fleeting trend

AI is not a passing fad; it's a fundamental shift in technology that
is transforming industries and reshaping the future of work. The
demand for AI professionals is projected to grow exponentially in
the coming years, making AI education a valuable long-term
investment. Acquiring AI skills is not just about staying current
with the latest trends; it's about preparing for a future where AI
plays an increasingly integral role in almost every aspect of our
lives. Investing in AI education today is a strategic move that can
open doors to a wide range of exciting and rewarding career
opportunities in the years to come.

Conclusion:

AI education in India is evolving rapidly, becoming more
accessible and practical than ever before. By dispelling these
common myths, we hope to empower more individuals to
explore the transformative potential of AI and equip themselves
with the skills needed to thrive in the future of work. AI is not a
niche field; it's a driving force across industries and education is
the key to unlocking its opportunities for all.

(The author, Rahul Attuluri, is the co-founder and founder of
NxtWave Institute of Advanced Technologies (NIAT).)

I
ndia is no stranger to whisky. With more than 260 million
cases sold in 2024, the nation is positioned as one of the
largest whisky-devouring nations globally. Nevertheless,
whisky has maintained a transactional brand-consumer
relationship, despite its extensive market penetration and

the increasing recognition of premium and indigenous single
malts in India. This is now beginning to change. A new wave of
experiential engagement—whisky tourism—is emerging as a
powerful tool. It will not only generate revenue but also foster
brand affinity and enduring loyalty. 
With distilleries like Paul John in Goa, Amrut in Bengaluru,
Rampur in Uttar Pradesh and Indri in Haryana opening their
doors to visitors, Indian single malt whisky tourism is
garnering into a compelling cultural and commercial
movement. This has led to a transition in the debate from
whether India is ready for whisky tourism to whether whisky
makers are prepared to take advantage of it strategically.

WHISKY TOURISM: THE NOVEL ASSET IN
INDIA’S BRANDING PLAYBOOK

In recent times, distillery visits, tasting sessions, guided tours, and whisky
education programs have gained momentum across India. Various Indian
whisky brands are no longer just names on a shelf. They have rather emerged
as destinations. This is due to the fact that modern consumers are increasingly
interested in immersive experiences that transcend the confines of the bottle.
For them, visiting a distillery gives an emotional commitment that advertising
cannot match. There, they not only understand the craft but also learn about its
brewing process as well as interact with the makers.  When visitors witness
the firsthand experience of mashing, distillation and fermentation- they
understand the product and even earn brand respect. Such sensory and
emotional engagement turns passive drinkers into active brand advocates.

THE RISE OF DISTILLERY VISITOR CENTRES

In various parts of India, distillery visitor centres have started gaining
widespread momentum. Meanwhile, some key brands have already started
testing the waters. From high-end single malts like Amrut and Paul John
to mass-market brands like Royal Stag and McDowell’s, the whisky
industry in India is diverse and fast-growing. They have even opened their
doors for curated tours for the visitors. As a result, visitors can stroll
through the still doors, meet the master blenders, and enjoy guided
tastings of both core and blended whiskies.
For example, the key whisky brand Paul John is now merging whisky
education with the relaxed vibe of Goa. This, in turn, is attracting both
whisky experts and the curious. These visitor centres do
more than showcase production. They immerse
customers in the brand's narrative, values, and
craftsmanship. Also, they provide direct-to-consumer
feedback loops and serve as venues for unique product
releases and experiences- which even the most
focused digital campaign cannot match. What further
adds credibility to these experiences is the growing
international acclaim Indian distilleries are
garnering. Over the past few years, several Indian
single malts have clinched gold and silver medals
at global spirits competitions. As a result, it has
helped them stand shoulder-to-shoulder with
Scotch and Japanese labels. While these
accolades validate the quality of Indian whisky
worldwide, they also offer a compelling narrative
for visitors at home. That is something that can
be experienced, not just read on a label.

THE BRANDING PAYOFF

Whisky tourism provides a distinctive storytelling platform. A brand is
transformed into a destination, a physical and emotive space that is
associated with quality, legacy, and identity, rather than merely another label
on a shelf. Copper stills and oak casks are not the sole focus of a well-
designed distillery tour. The objective is to provide consumers with an
environment that is consistent with the brand's identity, regardless of
whether it is traditional, rebellious, refined, or rugged. Upon visiting a
distillery, consumers get involved with the brand's inner circle. They return
with not only bottles, but also merchandise, memories as well as
photographs. They discuss it in their posts. Such type of organic word-of-
mouth marketing is highly valuable, particularly among the younger Indian
demographic that prioritises experiences over material possessions.
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A

Can whisky tourism be leveraged 
as a branding and consumer 

loyalty strategy in India?

Debunking 6 biggest myths
about AI education in India

(The author of this
article is Major General

(Dr) Rajesh
Chopra, AVSM

(Retd),
Founder &

Director
General,

Indian Malt
Whisky

Association.)



SPORTS 11
 VIJAYAWADA | TUESDAY | JUNE 10, 2025

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n

Kowloon (Hong Kong)

S
eeking its first win in the
tournament, the Indian
football team will face
another acid test when it

takes on Hong Kong in a cru-
cial AFC Asian Cup 2027
round three qualifier match
here on Tuesday.

As per reports in the local
media, all 50,000 tickets for the
match have been sold out, set-
ting a new attendance record
for Hong Kong football. 

Manolo Marquez’s men will
have their task cut out as they
face a Hong Kong side that has
been revitalised under the guid-
ance of manager Ashley
Westwood, who knows a lot
about Indian football and will
certainly look to use his knowl-
edge to the home side’s advan-
tage. Placed in Pot 1 for the qual-
ifiers, India, ranked 127th, got
off to a slow start with a draw
against Bangladesh in March. 

Meanwhile, Pot 2 side Hong
Kong, ranked 153, also man-
aged only a point in Singapore,
meaning there is still nothing to
separate the four sides in Group
C after the first matchday.

For Hong Kong, the day will
be a historic. The game is not
only a crucial qualifier in their
search for only a second AFC
Asian Cup berth in 59 years, but
also the inaugural football
match at the 50,000 seater Kai
Tak Stadium, part of the Kai
Tak Sports Park, the largest
sports complex in Hong Kong.

Featuring a retractable roof
and constructed at a cost of
HKD 30 billion at the site of the
city’s former airport, the stadi-
um even features a flexible
pitch system for other sports
and entertainment events.

It will be India and Hong
Kong’s 25th meeting since their
first in 1951. India lead the
head-to-head with nine wins,
Hong Kong have eight, while
seven have been draws. 

However, the Blue Tigers
have won only once on Hong
Kong soil, a 2-1 friendly victo-
ry in 1957.

The previous meeting in
2022 is still fresh in the mem-
ories of many — a 4-0 drubbing
in a rain-lashed Asian Cup
qualifier in Kolkata. 

Defender Sandesh Jhingan,

however, reiterated that it’s “all
about now”.

“It was quite a comfortable
scoreline but since then, Hong
Kong have changed a lot. They
have a new coach and a lot of
new players. So, it’s not going
to be as easy, and you cannot
get complacent or take things
lightly. “Every game on the
international stage is tough,
especially on away soil. We are
preparing in the best way, and
we will go for the maximum
points on Tuesday,” said the 31-
year-old Jhingan.

Since August 2024, Hong
Kong have been coached by
Westwood, a familiar name in
Indian football. The
Englishman led Bengaluru FC
from 2013 to 2016 and also
took charge of ATK and

RoundGlass Punjab FC later. 
He also coached the

Afghanistan side that defeated
India in the FIFA World Cup
Qualifiers last year.

Under Westwood, Hong
Kong have only lost once in 12
matches — 0-1 to Liechtenstein
in a friendly. But only two wins
have come against higher-
ranked opponents, Solomon
Islands and Philippines (both
friendlies). 

In preparation for the match
against India, Hong Kong
played a non-official friendly
against Manchester United FC
that they lost 1-3 on May 30,
and then a FIFA friendly
against Nepal on June 5, which
was a scoreless affair.
Lallianzuala Chhangte shared
his thoughts on the opponents. 

“Playing against Hong Kong
is a significant challenge
because they have a good
defensive setup, and we know
their coach as well. He has a lot
of experience in India,”
Chhangte said.

“Hong Kong are a good
counter-attacking team as well,
and we have to be well aware
of that. We have a plan, and it’s
all about executing. If we go
into the game with the right
mindset, attitude and hunger,
we can win this game,” said the
winger, who celebrated his
28th birthday on Sunday.

Apart from the new coach,
the Hong Kong squad also
features many new natu-
ralised and foreign-born play-
ers. Among them are for-
wards Juninho and Stefan
Pereira, midfielder Fernando,
and defender Dudu — all
born in Brazil. Spain-born
forward Manolo Bleda and
Japan-born midfielder Sohgo
Ichikawa also made their
Hong Kong debuts recently.

Among the experienced lot
are goalkeeper Yapp Hung Fai,
who has over a century of
caps, defenders Sun Ming Him,
Yue Tze Nam and Tsui Wang
Kit, all of whom ply their trade
in the Chinese Super League,
and midfielder Tan Chun Lok. 

The majority of the squad,
however, play their club foot-
ball in the Hong Kong Premier
League for Kitchee SC,
Southern District, Lee Man
FC, Eastern FC and current
champions Tai Po FC.
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New Delhi

T
okyo Olympics silver
medallist Mary Tucker
feels the Shooting

League of India will provide
huge opportunity to develop
the sport both within India
and across the world.

The 23-year-old, who won
silver in the mixed 10m air
rif le team event during
Tokyo2020, has earlier com-
peted for the University of
Kentucky and West Virginia
University in the NCAA
competitions, and also repre-
sented Saltendorf in
Germany’s Bundesliga. 

Tucker said she enjoys
competing in team format
tournaments. 

“I really like leagues. I
have experience with the
NCAA and with the
Bundesliga, and I really like
being on a team and having
that atmosphere of being
able to have spectators root-
ing for an entire team.

“I really like the format of
having top athletes and
junior athletes competing
together. I feel like that’s a
huge opportunity to develop
shooting sports both within
India and all around the
world,” Tucker was quoted as
saying in a media release.

The ISSF has allocated the
window between November
20 and December 2 for the
first season of the SLI, and
the tournament will feature
mixed team events in pistol
(10m, 25m), rifle (10m, 50m
3 positions), and shotgun
(Trap & Skeet).

“India is at a really high
level in the sport, so it’s real-
ly a good opportunity for the
Indian athletes to compete
with people from outside, but
also it’s a great opportunity
for international athletes
because we get to compete
with the really high-level
Indian shooters.

“I think it will be a really
great opportunity as well to
build a kind of fan base and
hopefully get some more
interest in the whole world,”
she further added.

Tucker feels the experience
of playing for several teams
may give her an advantage in
the upcoming league.

“Those athletes who have
shot in the NCAA or in the
Bundesliga for many years
could have a bit of an advan-
tage because we do know

what it’s like to compete with
the pressure of a team. It’s
very different.”

Tucker also said that she
believes that the league will
not only help in growing the
popularity of the sport across
the USA and other regions,
but also help her individual
game. “The opportunity to
travel more and train with
other high-level athletes is
going to help bring my level
of shooting up. And there are
going to be different types of
opportunities and experi-
ences that we will get with
this league.

“It may put you in a situa-
tion that is super different or
uncomfortable. And that will
help a ton because we are
going to be able to get used
to those situations,” Tucker
said.
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Mumbai

H
aving guided Kolkata
Knight Riders to their
third title last year and

led Punjab Kings to the IPL
final this year, star India crick-
eter Shreyas Iyer says he “loves”
leadership role as it helps to
bring out the best in him.

Iyer was pivotal in guiding
PBKS to the IPL final against
Royal Challengers Bengaluru
this year, scoring 604 runs,
including six half-centuries.
But, as luck would have it, he
missed out on a Test spot for
the five-Test away series against
England beginning later this
month. He also led Delhi
Capitals in the past.

“It (captaincy) brings in a
lot of maturity and responsi-
bility. You are always expect-
ed to perform and contribute
in the best way possible for the
team because whenever there
is a hurdle or some kind of
adversity you face as a team,
they always come to the cap-
tain,” Iyer told the T20
Mumbai League.
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A
fter a flawless fortnight in
Paris, Jannik Sinner was on
the brink of capturing his

first French Open title after a dom-
inant run on the clay courts of
Roland-Garros.

Facing defending champion Carlos
Alcaraz, the top-ranked Italian was
firmly in control. Sinner’s deep
groundstrokes, excellent service, heavy
top spin, and subtle variations had
worn down Alcaraz, who found him-
self 5-3 down and trailing 0-40 in the
fourth set, and facing three match
points. At that moment, it felt like the
best of all possible worlds for the 23-
year-old Sinner.

But then the momentum swung.
Alcaraz fought back, saved the first
match point when Sinner sent a
forehand long. On the second, Sinner
missed a return. The third ended
with Alcaraz winning a short base-
line exchange.

Sinner had just let his
chance slip away
From there, Alcaraz produced one of
the greatest comeback in Roland-
Garros history to win the longest final
ever played on the Parisian dirt - 5
hours and 29 minutes — 4-6, 6-7 (4),
6-4, 7-6 (3), 7-6 (10-2).” It’s an amaz-
ing trophy, so I won’t sleep tonight
very well, but it’s okay,” Sinner said

during the trophy ceremony.

Exciting rivalry
There is hardly anything between the
two best players in tennis at the moment,
who have now combined to win the last
six Grand Slam titles and appear poised
to build one of the sport’s most com-
pelling rivalries in the years ahead.

Sunday’s duel delivered a match of
rare intensity, filled with punishing

baseline rallies, exquisite drop shots,
and brilliant passing shots — thrilling
a packed Court Philippe-Chatrier.

This one hurts!
Reflecting on the match in his post-
final press conference, Sinner tried to
draw positives from a devastating loss.

“Obviously, this one hurts,” he
said. “There’s not so much to say right
now. But again, I’m happy with how

we’re trying to improve every day and
put myself in these kinds of positions.
It was a very high-level match, that’s
for sure. I’m happy to be part of it.
But yeah, the final result hurts.”

It was a particularly tough ending
for Sinner, who had not dropped a set
on his way to the final, including a
dominant semifinal win over three-
time French Open champion Novak
Djokovic.

Before facing Alcaraz, Sinner had
never lost a Grand Slam final, win-
ning his first three. A victory would
have made him just the fifth man in
the Open Era to win three consecu-
tive major titles.

“I’m pretty sure you are going to be
a champion, not once but many,
many times,” Alcaraz told him dur-
ing the trophy ceremony. “It is a priv-
ilege to share the court with you in
every tournament, making history
with you.”

Sinner, who will remain world
No. 1, said he’ll lean on his family and
loved ones to recover from the loss.

“Now it’s my time to take some-
thing from the close people I have,”
he said. “As I’ve always said, before
my career started, I never would’ve
imagined finding myself in this posi-
tion. It wasn’t even a dream because
it felt so far away — I wasn’t even
thinking about it. Now I find myself
here, playing the longest final in the
history of Roland-Garros.
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Tokyo

H
akuho, a retired
“yokozuna” or grand
champion and viewed

by many as the sport’s great-
est wrestler, said on Monday
he has quit the Japan Sumo
Association after an apparent
falling out with the governing
body of the ancient sport.

The Mongolia-born
Hakuho was earlier sanc-
tioned by the Japan Sumo
Association, accused of failing
to control the behaviour of a
wrestler in his so-called stable,
the term used for a training
team headed by retired
wrestlers. Hakuho’s stable was
closed a year ago. Japanese
media reports say the wrestler
in question engaged in phys-
ical violence. But closing a sta-
ble, instead of just punishing
an individual wrestler, was
unusual.  He did not directly
criticize the professional Japan
Sumo Association, but he said
wrestlers who had trained
under him were treated unfair-
ly. Hakuho, who was granted
Japanese citizenship, said he
had been in talks with the
association but recently decid-
ed to quit because there was no
hope of reopening his stable. 

His farewell and future

“After 25 years of loving sumo
and being loved by sumo, I
want to advance toward a
new dream,” Hakuho told
reporters Monday at a Tokyo
hotel. Hakuho said he wants to
create a body to govern sumo
outside Japan — the “world
sumo project.” He called it a
“new dream” to “expand sumo
to the world.”

“When I think of my situ-
ation, I think it’s best to con-
tribute to sumo from the out-
side,” he said, wearing a dark
suit and referring to the Japan
Sumo Association.

Appearing with a lawyer
and other officials he had
tapped for his team, Hakuho
said they were getting corpo-
rate sponsors to back sumo
grand slams, which draw ama-
teur sumo wrestlers from
around the world, including
children and women.

Hakuho said he was friends
with Toyota Motor Corp.

Chairman Akio Toyoda, who
has expressed interest in sup-
porting his efforts. Toyota
already supports various
amateur and professional
sports activities.  Toyota com-
firmed Akio Toyoda’s friend-
ship with Hakuho. “He
(Hahuko) is devoted to trying
to bring the world closer
together through sumo,” the
company quoted Akio Toyoda
saying in a statement. Many
regard the Mongolia-born
Hakuko as the greatest cham-
pion in the sport’s history
and he holds many of its
records. Hahuko’s late-father,
who went by the given name
of Monkhbat, was an Olympic
silver medalist for Mongolia in
1968. He also competed in at
the 1964 Tokyo Olympics.

Sumo encompasses very
strict rules and traditions that
have prompted other top
wrestlers to pursue careers
outside the sport.
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Oakmont (USA)

L
ast month, Scottie
Scheffler made mention
of a trend in golf design

that rubs him wrong — remov-
ing trees from courses.

This week, the world’s best
player and favourite to win the
US Open will play a course that
did just that, but didn’t become
one bit easier the way some lay-
outs do when the trees go
away. Under the dark of night
three decades ago, the people in
charge of Oakmont Country
Club started cutting down
trees. They didn’t stop until
some 15,000 had been
removed. The project reimag-
ined one of America’s foremost
golf cathedrals and started a
trend of tree cutting that con-
tinues to this day.

While playing a round on
YouTube with influencer Grant
Horvat, Scheffler argued that
modern pro golf — at least at
most stops on the PGA Tour -
has devolved into a monoto-
nous cycle of “bomb and
gouge”: Hit drive as far as pos-
sible, then gouge the ball out of
the rough from a shorter dis-
tance if the tee shot is off line.

“They take out all the trees
and they make the greens big-
ger and they typically make the
fairways a little bigger, as well,”
Scheffler said. “And so, the only
barrier to guys just trying to hit
it as far as they want to or need

to, it’s trees.”

Oakmont has stood 
the test of time
Scheffler and the rest in the
156-man field that tees off
Thursday should be so lucky.

While the latest Oakmont
renovation, in 2023, did make
greens bigger, fairways are
never wide at the US Open and
they won’t be this week.

Tree-lined or not, Oakmont
has a reputation as possibly the
toughest of all the US Open (or
any American) courses, which
helps explain why it is embark-
ing on its record 10th time host-
ing it. In the two Opens held
there since the tree-removal
project was completed, the
deep bunkers, serpentine
drainage ditches and lightning-
fast greens have produced win-
ning scores of 5-over par (Angel
Cabrera in 2007) and 4 under
(Dustin Johnson in 2016).

In an ironic twist that even-
tually led to where we (and
Oakmont) are today, the lay-
out was completely lined with
trees in 1973 when Johnny
Miller shot 63 on Sunday to
win the US Open. That record
stood for 50 years, and the
USGA followed up with a
course setup so tough in 1974
that it became known as “The
Massacre at Winged Foot” —
won by Hale Irwin with a
score of 7-over par.

“Everybody was telling me it
was my fault,” Miller said in a

look back at the ‘74 Open
with Golf Digest. “It was like a
backhanded compliment. The
USGA denied it, but years
later, it started leaking out that
it was in response to what I did
at Oakmont. Oakmont was
supposed to be the hardest
course in America.”

In a precursor to what could
come this week, Rory McIlroy
and Adam Scott played practice
rounds last Monday in which
McIlroy said he made a 7 on
the par-4 second and Scott said
he hit every fairway on the
front nine and still shot 3 over.

Nicklaus: Trees should only
come down for a reason’

While Oakmont leaned into
tree removal, there are others
who aren’t as enthused.

Jack Nicklaus, who added
trees to the 13th hole at
Muirfield Village after seeing
players fly a fairway bunker on
the left for a clear look at the
green, said he’s OK with tree

removal “if they take them
down for a reason.”

“Why take a beautiful, gor-
geous tree down?” he said.
“Like Oakmont, for example.
What’s the name of it? Oak.
Mont. What’s that mean? Oaks
on a mountain, sort of. And
then they take them all down.
I don’t like it.” A lot of
Oakmont’s members weren’t
fans, either, which is why this
project began under dark of
night. The golf course in the
1990s was barely recognizable
when set against pictures
taken shortly after it opened
in 1903. Architect Henry
Fownes had set out to build a
links-style course. Dampening
the noise and view of the
Pennsylvania Turnpike, which
bisects the layout, was one
reason thousands of trees were
planted in the 1960s and ‘70s.

“We were finding that those
little trees had all grown up and
they were now hanging over

some bunkers,” R Banks-Smith,
the chairman of Oakmont’s
grounds committee when the
project began, said in a 2007
interview. “And once you put a
tree on either side of a bunker,
you lose your bunker. So, you
have to make a decision. Do
you want bunkers or do you
want trees?” Oakmont went
with bunkers - its renowned
Church Pew Bunker between
the third and fourth fairways
might be the most famous in
the world - and thus began a
tree project that divides people
as much today as it did when
it started. “I’m not always the
biggest fan of mass tree
removal,” Scott said. “I feel a lot
of courses that aren’t links
courses get framed nicely with
trees, not like you’re opening it
up to go play way over there.”

Too many trees, though, can
pose risks. Overgrown tree
roots and too much shade pro-
vide competition for the tender
grasses beneath. They hog up
oxygen and sunlight and make
the turf hard to maintain. They
overhang fairways and bunkers
and turn some shots envi-
sioned by course architects
into something completely dif-
ferent.  They also can be down-
right dangerous. In 2023 dur-
ing the second round of the
Masters, strong winds toppled
three towering pine trees on the
17th hole, luckily missing fans
who were there watching the
action.
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Lucerne (Switzerland)

I
ndia’s Saptak Talwar strug-
gled in windy conditions
to card a 7-over 78 in the

final round, finishing tied
44th at the Swiss Challenge
here. After three steady
under-par rounds had posi-
tioned him for a strong finish,
the Indian golfer struggled on
the final day and slipped out
of contention. Talwar, who
was inside the top 20 heading
into the last round, tumbled
down the leader board to end
the tournament tied for 44th.

He began his round on the
front nine and had already
dropped five shots halfway
through the round. He had a
double bogey on the third fol-

lowed by a bogey on the
fourth and another two
bogeys on the sixth and sev-
enth holes.

On the back nine, he
picked up a shot on the 14th
only to make three consec-
utive bogeys between the
15th and 17th holes and
ended the week at a total
score of even par. Felix Mory
became a two-time winner
on the HotelPlanner Tour
after holding his nerve in a
play-off to claim the Swiss
Challenge title.

The Frenchman signed for
a two under par round of 69 on
the final day to reach 12 under
par for the week alongside
Spaniard Santiago Tarrio,
before Mory birdied the first
extra hole to secure victory.

India gear up for Hong Kong
test in Asian Cup Qualifiers

Shooting League of India to help
develop sport, says Mary Tucker

Sinner’s eye-catching run at French Open ends in heartbreakLeadership
role brings out
best in him,
says Shreyas

Saptak finishes 44th
in Swiss Challenge

Wrestler Hakuho quits
Japan Sumo Association 

US Open: Oakmont began removing trees, started golf trend
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Nithiin hopes to 
strike gold with

Thammudu release

SUNIL JOINS RAJ
TARUN’S TAMIL
DEBUT IN A GAME-
CHANGING ROLE

T
elugu actor Raj Tarun is all set to make his Tamil debut
in an upcoming untitled bilingual film directed by Vijay
Milton, which will release in both Tamil and Telugu.
The makers have now announced that actor Sunil has

been roped in for a key role in the film.
Following the massive success of Pushpa, Sunil has received
immense love from audiences and has been getting numerous

offers from the Tamil film industry. Known for his
unique brand of humour and for his intense roles,
Sunil’s inclusion in the cast is expected to add a

pan-Indian appeal to the movie.
In this film, Sunil will be playing a character with both

humor and emotional depth, something quite different from
his earlier roles. His role is expected to be a standout, blending his
comic timing with raw intensity.
“Sunil is not just a crowd-puller — he’s an actor with immense
depth. This character is unlike anything he’s done before. It’s raw,
vulnerable, and powerfully human. The audience will get to see a
completely new side of him,” said director Vijay Milton.
Previously, actor Aari had been cast in the role of a cop and
Bharath will also be seen in a key role. Debutant Paal Dabba has
been brought in as well. With Sunil now on board, the film is
shaping up to be an exciting, multi-genre entertainer. The official
title is set to be announced on June 15.

Rajasekhar embraces grey shades in Rowdy Janardhan

A
ctor Rajasekhar is in no mood to slow
down in his second innings. He is cur-
rently shooting for a father-son drama
with actor Sharwanand, set against a

bike racing backdrop. At the same time, the
veteran actor has bagged another big film —
this time playing the villain.

Sources reveal that Rajasekhar will be seen
as the antagonist in Rowdy Janardhan,
which stars Vijay Deverakonda in the lead.
The film is being directed by Ravi Kiran Kola
and produced by Dil Raju. The team con-
ducted a look test for Rajasekhar and is

reportedly very pleased with how it turned
out.

Rajasekhar had previously played a sup-
porting role in Nithiin’s Extra Ordinary
Man, which unfortunately failed at the box
office. But the actor seems to be moving past
that and is now choosing impactful and
intense roles — and he’s even being paid a
hefty amount for them.

With one project alongside Sharwanand and
another with Vijay Deverakonda in the
pipeline, Rajasekhar’s career is gaining
momentum once again.

SURESH KAVIRAYANI

sureshkavirayani@gmail.com

A
ll roads leading to Annapurna Studios,
where Akkineni Nagarjuna hosted a
glittering wedding reception for his
younger son, Akhil Akkineni, who tied
the knot with his girlfriend Zainab on
Friday in a simple ceremony held at

Nagarjuna’s residence in Hyderabad. The wedding
reception, held on Sunday at Annapurna Studios,
turned into a grand affair with a star-studded guest list
featuring prominent personalities from the South Indian
film industry, politics and business circles.
Superstar Mahesh Babu, who usually skips public
events and sends his wife Namrata in his place, made an
exception and attended the reception in a casual T-shirt,
accompanied by Namrata and their daughter Sitara.
Tollywood celebrities such as Ram Charan and his wife
Upasana, director Sukumar along with his wife Tabitha,
Nani, Nikhil, Adivi Sesh, Sudheer Babu, Venkatesh,

Brahmaji and Ali, among many others, were present to
bless the newlywed couple. From the Kannada film
industry, stars Yash and Kichcha Sudeep were also in
attendance. 
Top producers including Ashwini Dutt, Allu Aravind,
PVP, TG Vishwa Prasad, BVSN Prasad, KL Narayana, Dil
Raju, Swapna Dutt and SKN were present for the gala
evening. From the political arena, Telangana Chief
Minister Revanth Reddy had also attended the occasion,
alongside leaders such as Andhra Pradesh MLA Ganta
Srinivasa Rao, MP Raghu Rama Krishnam Raju, CM
Ramesh, Daggubati Venkateswara Rao and former Vice
President M. Venkaiah Naidu, among other dignitaries
and business tycoons.
Nagarjuna and Amala welcomed guests with radiant
smiles and ensured everyone was comfortable with the
impeccable arrangements made for the evening. Several
guests were seen complimenting Nagarjuna for his
warm hospitality. The entire Akkineni family was in
attendance to greet and receive the guests. It was truly a
night filled with glamour, celebration and heartfelt family
moments.

N
ithiin’s upcoming film
Thammudu has locked in
its release date as July 4.
Earlier, the makers had

planned to postpone the release
after Vijay Deverakonda’s Kingdom
announced the same release date.
However, since Kingdom is no
longer releasing on that date,
Thammudu is now reclaiming
it.

The film is directed by
Venu Sriram of Vakeel Saab
fame and stars Saptami
Gowda of Kantara fame
as the female lead.
Yesteryear actress
Laya also plays a
key role as
Nithi in’s

sister. The film’s story reportedly
revolves around the emotional
bond between a brother and sister.
Interestingly, Thammudu is also the
title of one of Pawan Kalyan’s early
hits. Since Nithiin is a huge fan of
the power star, this title is likely to
attract the attention of Pawan’s fan-
base as well. Given that Nithiin’s last

two films —
Robinhood and

Extra Ordinary
Man — didn’t per-

form well at the box
office, this film is
being viewed as a

crucial one for the
actor’s career.

AKHIL AKKINENI’S 
STAR-STUDDED 

RECEPTION BECOMES
TALK OF THE TOWN

Sukumar and Ram Charan

Allari Naresh and wife
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Nikhil Siddharth PVP with wife Raghu Rama Krishnam Raju K L Narayana Kichcha Sudeep
Swapna Dutt

Sudheer Babu

Suriya and Venky Atluri

Allu Aravind and wifeMahesh Babu and family with Akkineni family Dil Raju and wife

‘I started Sardar 2 with
the most challenging
schedule of the film’

M
alavika Mohanan is on a
winning streak—effortlessly
balancing stunning screen
presence with solid acting

chops. With three major films in her kitty
alongside three leading superstars in
different industries, she’s riding a career
high like never before. Whether it’s her
undeniable elegance, her fashion-forward
persona, or her versatile performances,
Malavika is showing the industry she’s
here for the long game. After lighting up
the screens opposite big stars and gearing
up with Prabhas, Mohanlal and Karthi in
her upcoming releases, Malavika
continues to strike the perfect balance
between glamour and grit.
Posting pictures from Sardar 2 , she said
“And it's a wrap for 'Sardar 2'! I started this
project with the most challenging schedule
of the film & ended it with the most fun
schedule in Bangkok. What a mad ride this

one's been! @karthi_offl you've been an
absolute gem to work with. Who knew we
had so many interests in common
@psmithran thank you for making me a
part of this one. So unlike anything I've
done before. This is a special one  See you
in the cinemas soon.”
From action-packed sequences to breezy
moments on international sets, Malavika’s
journey through Sardar 2 looks as exciting
as the film promises to be. Teaming up
with Karthi, under the direction of PS
Mithran, this film adds yet another
refreshing chapter to her growing
filmography.
With Sardar 2 wrapped, Malavika’s
cinematic calendar looks more thrilling
than ever—The Raja Saab with Prabhas,
and a much-awaited film with Mohanlal.A
stunner with substance, Malavika
Mohanan is steadily becoming one of the
most promising names across industries.
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